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In my dissertation, I examine the work and career of Sándor Márki, one of the defining 

figures of university life in Cluj-Napoca, paying special attention to his relationship with the 

cultural elites.  

The importance of Márki’s person cannot be overestimated. Not only he was the first to 

publish a work on the history of the University of Cluj-Napoca, but he was a widely published 

researcher, a respected university professor and rector, and his activities extended to a much 

broader field. Also, through his newspaper articles and speeches, he actively shaped the 

Transylvanian memory’s policy of the time. He was an active member of the Transylvanian society 

and especially of Cluj, a leader of the professional, social and ecclesiastical organizations, shaping 

the public life of Cluj. 

Sándor Márki kept an incredibly detailed diary for over 50 years, from the time he was a 

young university student until his death. The entries in his personal diary provide a unique insight 

into the intellectual and social life of Sándor Márki’s time in Cluj. In his diary, Márki kept a precise 

daily record, for example, of who he met, when and how many times, what they talked about, who 

was on friendly terms with whom. He regularly invited his colleagues to his home, as well as many 

of the intellectuals of the time, and it is interesting to note what advantages or disadvantages these 

relationships brought to the parties later. 

In addition to university professors, the names of judges, doctors and civil servants are 

most often mentioned in the diary entries, artists and military officers also appear, as well as the 

highest levels of the church leadership. Márki also maintained lively relations with prominent 

representatives of the Transylvanian aristocracy. My intention was to follow this all the time, to 

synthesize it, so that the network of university professors could be reconstructed. Since Márki was 

a defining personality of the local society of Transylvania and especially of Cluj, due to his wide 



network of contacts, his diaries can be considered a kind of mirror of Cluj. A particularly colorful 

and detailed picture of intellectual and everyday life in Transylvania and its capital, Cluj-Napoca, 

emerges. 

Ádám Erdész also, with a gigantic amount of work, compiled, edited and later published 

this unique historical source, which thus became processable and researchable. My objective was, 

as based on the diaries, to systematically process the first twenty years of Sándor Márki's life after 

his appointment to Cluj, and to quantify his social relations, thus reconstructing his network of 

contacts. 

Sándor Márki was connected to all strata of the upper middle class at some level, and my 

goal was to find out exactly which strata, at what level, and with which members of the intellectuals 

of the time he sought to make contact, and why. 

I was anxious to learn about the daily life of the city of Cluj-Napoca, which was in full 

swing during the dualism period, the driving force of which was precisely the target group under 

investigation, which determined the directions of development of the city, shaped the urban 

landscape and made Cluj-Napoca one of the cultural bastions of the then Austro-Hungarian 

Monarchy. The decisions or proposals that defined the life of the city were often made or expressed 

at the tables of cafes, at the banquets of various associations or during private visits, and Sándor 

Márki regularly attended these meetings and recorded them in his diary. The diary, as a source, is 

unique in this case as well, because we can learn from it information’s that are not recorded in 

official documents or dry minutes. 

I was interested as in the mechanisms within the University of Cluj, as in those among the 

academic staff. Often, decisions that had a major impact on the life of the university were not made 

in faculty or committee meetings, but in a simple conversation during a walk. And the moments 

that determined the appointment of new university professors were usually decided during 

informal visits to the professors' homes. Faculty meetings only gave a formal form to the 

appointments, the decision being made beforehand in the dining room or cigar lounge of one of 

the professors, something that only the diary can report, not the official minutes. 



Finally, of course, it was important to explore the personal context as well. Without 

examining Sándor Márki’s family life, we cannot fully understand the inner motivations behind 

the professor’s decisions. 

I began my research by examining the specialized literature on the University of Cluj, 

Sándor Márki, and the social structures of the period, so as to place Sándor Márki’s activities and 

his influence on the society and academic life of Cluj in as precise context as possible. 

As a member of the cultural elite of the time, Sándor Márki maintained close ties with all 

strata of the intellectuals. The period under study represents the last two quiet and productive 

decades of the contemporary Hungarian cultural elite. After World War I, their local and regional 

position was shaken. A large part of the Transylvanian cultural elite moved to Hungary, because 

their position was closely linked to the organization of the Hungarian state or because their 

financial situation became uncertain. The cultural elite included the literary and artistic elite, as 

well as the scientific one, which was responsible for the transmission of culture through education. 

As a member of this, Sándor Márki maintained contact with many members of his social class. In 

addition to university professors, politicians, civil servants and military officers, he also cultivated 

friendly relations with renowned writers and artists of the time. As for the cultural elite of the time, 

the works of Viktor Karády, Tibor Péter Nagy and Szilárd Toth should certainly be mentioned. 

In addition to the relevant studies of Ádám Erdész, the works published by Szilárd Toth on 

this topic were of great help. At the same time, without claiming to be exhaustive, we must mention 

a few important works, indispensable for a precise overview of the topic. An example in this sense 

is the large monograph on university history published in 2022, edited by László Marjanucz, Tamás 

Antal and Tamás Vajda, which attempts to cover all aspects of the history of the University of Cluj-

Napoca. The volume edited by Róbert-Miklós Nagy and Szilárd Toth lists the rectors of the 

university from 1872 to 1919. Gábor Gyáni, in one of his works, discusses the diary as a source of 

social history and we cannot forget the works of György Gaal, on the history of the university, or 

even Sándor Márki's own volume on the history of the university. 

I have tried to support Sándor Márki's claims regarding the university and its appointments 

with archival sources, to the extent that I could find relevant materials among the documents of 

the Cluj County Directorate of the National Archives of Romania, which refer to the Faculty of 

Letters in Cluj-Napoca. I thank Tamás Vajda for his help in this regard. 



However, my main and most important source is Sándor Márki's personal diary, studying 

mainly volumes II and III, which cover the entire 21-year period studied (1893-1913). This is the 

most serene period of Sándor Márki's academic career, from the moment he was newly appointed 

university professor, when we can observe the prosperity of Cluj, the development of the university 

and the society of the dualism era at the same time. From 1914, the year immediately following 

the analyzed period, everything changes, the rules up to then are no longer valid and a new era 

begins in Sándor Márki's life, so this period would deserve a separate treatment in itself. 

Considering my main research method, I tried to systematically process Sándor Márki's 

diary. Going through the days, I recorded in an EXCELL table with whom, where, when and how 

many times he met. I noted separately where the meeting took place, whether it was at the Márki 

family, at friends' or possibly in a neutral place. I also noted the main events of the given day, the 

topics of the meetings, as well as events, statements and calculations related to university life, 

events affecting family life, urban, academic and scientific issues. 

The creation of the table required precise work, but thanks to this, the life and work of 

Sándor Márki became more transparent and any information can be easily retrieved based on 

keywords or names, as well as when and where Sándor Márki was. It is also possible to quantify 

the main moments of his life, more precisely how many times he met and where he preferred to 

meet. 

Thanks to this, I was able to accurately quantify all the data and deduce the number of his 

personal meetings, aggregated, broken down by year and location, and then even by specific 

individuals, which provides an accurate picture of Márki’s narrower and wider network of contacts. 

Since I was interested in Márki’s network in Cluj and, in particular, his relations with the university 

elite, these figures only cover his social contacts here and do not include trips abroad, to Budapest 

or other cities. Also, the numbers only cover those social gatherings where Sándor Márki sought 

someone’s company in his free time, voluntarily, or someone sought his. It is understandable that 

Márki met with colleagues much more frequently, for example, at professional events, at the 

university or for other work-related matters, but these are not included. In fact, in my opinion, the 

picture of Márki's network of contacts would be distorted if the meetings that were practically 

unavoidable in his work were taken into account. For the same reason, I omitted the visits to 



Márki's family members, since they were made due to special family circumstances, not personal 

preferences. 

I processed the data thus obtained by creating 35 graphic diagrams, which I explain from 

many points of view. 

Regarding the constitution of the thesis, Chapter II deals with the history of the University 

of Cluj-Napoca, including its structural organization. It is important to start with this topic because, 

without knowing the history and structure of the university, we cannot put Sándor Márki's diary 

and its content in an adequate context. 

 

Starting from the founding of the university, its establishment and the political conditions 

that helped or hindered it, the structure of the university is presented (subchapter II.1, in which we 

discuss the faculties that underlie the university, functions, positions and responsibilities. Here we 

also discuss the various university titles that emerged from the university's employment system, 

and being aware of them is essential, as they will be mentioned in many chapters to follow. 

We also deal with university administration (subchapter II.2), where we discuss the powers 

of the University Council and the faculty councils, as well as the practice of university 

appointments. The history of the Faculty of Letters, Languages and History, the most important 

faculty for our topic (subchapter II.3), and, within it, the history of the Department of World 

History, Sándor Márki's chair, will show us who Márki's predecessors were and what legacy he 

had to carry forward. 

The development of the university and the city (subchapter II. 4) practically went hand in 

hand and we cannot understand one without the other. What was a step forward for the university 

was also a step forward for the city of Cluj-Napoca, to such an extent that the existence of the 

university brought many epoch-making developments to the city. In addition to the infrastructural 

improvements, the university buildings also had a major impact on the image of the city of Cluj-

Napoca, not to mention the fact that the social segment of the city changed with the establishment 

of the university. In summary (subchapter II.5), we will review the construction of the university, 

the evolution of the number of students and the relocation of the university. 



Chapter III refers to the life of Sándor Márki, detailing the family context that allowed the 

young Márki to follow his dream of becoming a historian. We then follow the main stages of his 

career, from his high school years, when he already published historical articles in the local 

newspaper as a sign of his ambition, and then we move through his college years, to his career as 

a university professor. 

Chapter IV aims to reconstruct Sándor Márki’s network of relationships by quantifying his 

social contacts. First, we examine the number of meetings aggregated according to various aspects, 

illustrated by diagrams. We start with the total number of meetings (subchapter IV.1), then we 

break down the annual totals by location, showing how many times each year Sándor Márki 

received guests (subchapter IV.2), how many times he was invited to someone else’s (subchapter 

IV.3), or how many times he attended a social gathering in a neutral location (subchapter IV.4). 

We then illustrate the total number of social gatherings attended per year (subchapter IV.5), where 

the fluctuation of the 21 years studied can be followed. There are well-defined patterns underlying 

the events in the given years, one can see, for example, in which years health problems and others 

arose more often, which determined the change in the number of gatherings in one direction or 

another. Next, we discuss the development of the three examined categories broken down by year, 

highlighting the main events of the given year, which could have influenced the number of social 

contacts (subchapters IV. 6-26). 

Chapter V discusses the people behind the numbers. First, we can observe Sándor Márki's 

close relationships (subchapter V. 1), i.e. those with whom he sought company the most during the 

period under study. Then, the mentioned people are examined separately in the order of their 

number of mentions (subchapters V. 2-8). At the end of the chapter, Márki's relationships, which 

can be said to be mediocre (subchapter V. 9), i.e. those whom he did not meet as regularly, but who 

were nevertheless decisive members of his network of relationships, are analyzed. Through these 

chapters, the arcs of Márki's personal network of relationships are clearly outlined, his personal 

preferences in relation to those around him, the depth of his friendships and, in general, a picture 

of the everyday life of university professors at that time are clearly revealed. 

Chapter VI deals with the issue of university appointments based on the diary of Sándor 

Márki. Given that Márki recorded not only his personal problems but also the various affairs of 

the university and, in particular, of his own faculty, we can follow the process of filling vacant 



chairs with new professors. Professors who wanted to run for a chair usually sought out Márki 

during informal visits, hoping that he could support their cause. Usually, the chair was occupied 

during such meetings, and even if someone was considered a favorite, he could easily fail during 

personal visits if he did not make a good enough impression on the professors in the faculty of 

letters. Márki recorded a number of such cases in his diary over the 21 years under analysis, and 

in Chapter VI we will try to reconstruct events of this type in the respective departments 

(subchapters VI.1-12). 

Chapter VII deals with university matters and curiosities that do not fit into any of the 

chapters, but which certainly deserve to be mentioned. Of course, university issues are discussed 

in all parts of the essay, but we considered it necessary to treat them separately. Here, for example, 

we approach the case of Sándor Márki's unsuccessful candidacy in Budapest, at the beginning of 

the years spent in Cluj. We also touch on various internal conflicts, the issue of university 

professors' salaries or Márki's invitation to the University of Budapest, which he refused, which 

led to a serious internal struggle for him. 

Chapter VIII deals with Sándor Márki's years as dean. During his career in Cluj, he was 

twice dean and vice-dean of the Faculty of Letters, Languages and History, between 1896-1897 

and 1907-1908. We reconstruct the events and related responsibilities based on his diary. 

Chapter IX provides an insight into Márki’s relationships with his colleagues. He usually 

remembered his deceased colleagues in his diary with personal notes, which are valuable because 

they represent a retrospective of the main moments of his relationship with them, as well as the 

most important traits of their personality. Several such cases are highlighted in this chapter. 

Chapter X discusses Sándor Márki’s family relationships. We cannot fully understand 

Márki’s personal decisions without knowing his family background. During the period under 

review, many significant family events occurred that had a major impact on Sándor Márki’s life. 

At that time, his daughter grew up, his grandchildren were born, and because of his family 

situation, he refused an offer that would have represented the pinnacle of his profession. 

 

Overall, it can be said that István Báthory, by founding the Jesuit Academy of Cluj in 1581, 

set Cluj education on an upward path that has continued to this day. The establishment of the 



University of Sciences in 1872 provided higher education in Cluj with a structural framework of 

European level, definitively changed the direction of the city's development, and also accelerated 

its pace. The university and the positive changes it brought about contributed greatly to Cluj 

becoming one of the intellectual centers of Transylvania and the country.  

In addition to the numerous infrastructure improvements that the university brought to the 

city, the newly constructed buildings also transformed the image of the city, contributing greatly 

to the urban landscape we know today. Among the urban landscape, the social structure of Cluj 

was also transformed; the students and university professors attracted to the city by the university 

created a stable intellectual layer, which greatly influenced the economic, social, and cultural life 

of the city. 

This social layer was also strengthened by Sándor Márki, who, having won an appointment 

at an early age to the University of Cluj in 1892, quickly became a key member of the local 

intellectuality and tried to maintain contact with all layers of the upper middle class. Immediately 

after his appointment, he became a member of all important companies and associations, and over 

time he occupied increasingly important positions within them. 

He also had a direct influence on the development of the city, at that time university 

professors have been asked for their opinion on all important issues, both by the political and 

religious leadership. Mayors, bishops and members of parliament regularly attended Sándor 

Márki's table. Sándor Márki, for example, could participate directly in the decision-making process 

as an honorary municipal councilor or as a member of the board of directors of the Transylvanian 

Roman Catholic state. 

During his career in Cluj, Sándor Márki built an incredibly wide network of contacts, 

whose members were mostly his fellow university professors, but many members of political, 

religious, artistic and scientific life were also represented. At the same time, he led an extremely 

active social life, through which he continuously maintained and built up his network of contacts. 

According to his diary, during the analyzed period, Márki participated in a total of 1383 social 

meetings in Cluj-Napoca. 

He was a regular guest at the social gatherings, banquets, evenings and gala dinners of his 

time, and his own house was also certainly considered a meeting place for intellectuals. Even the 



first path of out-of-town intellectuals, scientists, artists, writers or politicians arriving in Cluj, led 

to Sándor Márki. Consequently, during the examined period, 40% of the meetings and visits 

mentioned in his diary took place in his own house. 

The second most mentioned category is the one about visits to others, at 32%. The largest 

share of these visits occurred immediately after his appointment in Cluj-Napoca, as he settles in 

the city, which is when he makes most visits to make acquaintances, and this is also when his 

friendships are at their peak. 

The third category, which accounts for 28% of cases, is gatherings that take place in neutral 

locations, which took place in restaurants, ballrooms and cafes. This includes regular leisure 

meetings of university professors or gala evenings and dance parties of various organizations. 

The number of social gatherings in the period under review could have been determined 

by many factors, including Márki's advancing age, the birth of his grandchildren, the death of 

friends, or the deterioration of relationships. It is clear that he was most socially active in his early 

years, at the beginning of his fifth decade, and more precisely, the most social contacts were 

counted in 1895.  

The figures clearly show the various events of Sándor Márki's life, for example in 1912 he 

received the most guests in his own apartment, because at that time, due to illness, he could not 

leave the house for a long time, and for this reason all meetings were organized in the Márki house, 

and even some academic activities were held there. At the same time, the aggregate numerical 

values show the birth of his grandchildren, when he tries to spend more and more time with them, 

or the illness of his daughter's husband, which resulted in the return of financial responsibility to 

Márki, thus supporting both families. 

The number of meetings with certain people, entourages, is also telling. It can be clearly 

stated that the most represented group in his network of contacts is that of university teachers and 

during the analyzed period he met them most often for leisure purposes. 

Based on his diary, an inner circle can be identified, consisting of Márki's best friends and 

closest connections. Four of the members of the inner circle were his colleagues at the Faculty of 

Letters, Languages and History (Lajos Szádeczky, Gergely Moldován, Henrik Finály, Hugó 



Meltzl). The other three people, the lawyers Gyula Szentkirályi and Gyula Kozma, and the doctor 

Imre Török were not among his colleagues. 

Among them, his colleague Lajos Szádeczky stands out, with whom he met the most, 242 

times, voluntarily and in his free time, so not at the university or at other professional events. The 

two historians, Márki and Szádeczky, were practically inseparable in the first years of the examined 

period, Szádeczky's name appearing at almost every social gathering. They are regular guests of 

each other and, even if the visits do not take place in each other's homes, they still go together to 

the gatherings that take place in neutral locations. In 1898, however, their relationship deteriorates, 

the number of meetings simply decreases, reaching a maximum of five occasions per year. 

However, their initial relationship was so strong that Lajos Szádeczky has the most mentions of 

the gatherings, although they were close friends for only five of the 21 years examined. 

In addition to Sándor Márki's close relationships, we can also identify an external circle 

that covers Márki's mediocre relationships. The importance of this category lies in the fact that it 

reveals to us who Márki surrounded himself with, apart from his close friends, with which strata 

of society he interacted. Of course, the list drawn up in this way mainly includes Márki's fellow 

university professors, but alongside them are found all strata of the intellectuals of the time. In 

addition to the clergy and a high official of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy, a prominent figure 

of the Transylvanian aristocracy also appears, as well as one of the most famous artists of the time, 

the creator of the statue of Matthias in Cluj. 

Sándor Márki had an extraordinarily colorful and dynamic life in terms of social activity. 

In addition to his scientific work, through his diary he left to posterity an important legacy and 

historical source, through which we can reconstruct not only the network of university professors 

of the time, but also the social relations and daily life of Transylvania and the city of Cluj-Napoca 

at that time. 
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