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Summary

The subject of my PhD theses originated from my professional experience, having had a
strong experience in the field of preventive conservation and the restoration of cultural objects.
The conservation of mobile cultural heritage is one of the main activities carried out within
museums. Nevertheless, this activity should be connected with the current practical and theoretical
approaches in the field of caring for mobile archaeological collections in Romanian museums. The
systematic and selective collecting of cultural objects has, as expected, a long-standing tradition
in various cultural mediums. Therefore, in the final chapter of my doctoral thesis, I analyzed, based
on case studies, aspects and realities related to the current challenges and approaches in the field

of preventive conservation and restoration of mobile archaeological objects.

The main focus of my doctoral thesis is the development of archaeological collections in
Romanian museums, corroborated with the history of their preservation and valorification.
Therefore, within the four chapters of my thesis, I focused on the contextualization of how cultural
collections of objects were formed in relation to archaeological research and their individualization
upon becoming part of the museum patrimony, emphasizing, in particular, the conservation and
restoration that the objects undertook. By analyzing case studies, I aimed at rendering the journey
the archaeological finds undertook from the moment of their discovery during archaeological
researches, corroborated with the necessity for preservation and valorization; their conservation,
however, must take into account the specific burial conditions and recovery approaches, as well as
museum conservation requires. At the same time, my thesis aimed at underlining the characteristics
of archaeological objects in comparison to other types of cultural objects from museum collections.
Archaeological researches and the later preservation of archaeological objects within museum
collection require a coherent legislative context. In recent decades, the legislative context
underwent continuous necessary updates not only on the international but also at a national level.
At the same time, the growing current demands for the valorification of cultural objects can
generate additional challenges in the management of archaeological objects.

Preventive conservation and restoration, specific scientific museum fields, have had a
challenging development up to the present day. Caring for archacological mobile heritage in public
museums in Romania is, inevitably, connected to the development of international preventive

conservation. However, a collection management system (particularly a collections risk



management), is, sometimes, difficult to carry out. The management of archaeological collections
involves not only preventive conservation measures when it comes to their storage and museum
display, but also digital preservation.

In Chapter I of my thesis, I summarized the context in which the first eclectic collections,
cabinets of curiosities, and private and public collections were formed, as well as the emergence
of public museums, primarily in Europe. The first public, modern museums (i.e. systematically
organized collections open to the general public), were established in the 17th century. The
following century, when progress and science were emphasized upon, numerous public museums
were established, marking the transition from private collections and cabinets of curiosities to the
world's first museum institutions. Over time, both public and private museums became more and
more accessible, opening their doors to visitors. The first half of the 20th century was a time when
numerous museums were organized, with increasingly diverse collections and with highly varied
agendas. Unavoidably, the two World Wars, and the political situation during the interwar period
and after 1945, had an unanticipated impact on the existing museum. As a result of these new
realities, the profile and types of collections from certain museums change during the interwar
period or following the end of the Second World War, becoming more in line with the new political
doctrines. During the second half of the 20th century the number of museums increases and their
collections become more and more diverse, eventually leading to the emergence of what we now
refer to as mega-museums—institutions that house a vast cultural heritage while placing equal
emphasis on educational and interactive components.

This is the time when private collection and, later, public museums, also began to be
established in Romania, influenced, in part, by trends coming from Western Europe. One such
example is the founding of the Society of the Transylvanian Museum in Cluj, in the autumn of
1859, which later became the National Museum of Transylvanian History, following a complex
timeline. An increasing number of public museums are being established in Romania, founded on
diverse criteria and housing various types of collections of objects. After 1900, an even greater
number of museums were established in the country, with increasingly diverse collection, while,
following the establishment of the communist regime, both the fate and the number of museums
in Romania underwent significant changes. Another inevitable shift in the museum network

occurred after the events of December 1989.



In the second Chapter, I aimed at summarizing the contexts and the necessity of organizing
legislative frameworks for national and international museum networks, as well as presenting the
establishment of the first international forums and committees for the preservation of museum
collections, along with their multiple aspects and challenges. The preservation of mobile
archaeological heritage in Romanian public museums is an aspect closely connected with the
developments in the museum field, internationally. I also included, within this chapter, an analysis
of the necessities for museums to become more clearly defined, following the second word war.
Therefore, the essential activities carried out within museums are more clearly defined,
organizational guidelines are established and specialized terminologies are being more precisely
articulated. The international regulations emerged as a response to common issues faced by
museums and public collections alike, in various countries. This led to the establishment of general
standards regarding the approaches to conservation, preservation, and the valorization of museum
cultural objects. In Romania, the legislative context has evolved over time, most of the time in
alignment with the social demands of each historical period.

In the 3™ Chapter I focused on analyzing the ways in which the perception of the roles of
conservators and restorers, as careers of cultural objects, has evolved over time, so much so that
today we can rightfully speak of these professionals as true researchers of heritage. The history of
the professions of conservator and restorer within the Romanian legislative context is essential for
understanding the development of conservation and restoration practices in contemporary
museums and the challenges they face. Equally important are the distinct activities of preventive
conservation and restoration. The final two subchapters in Chapter III focus on case studies
regarding the conservation and restoration field carried out at the History Museum of Cluj-Napoca.

In the final chapter of my thesis, I focused on presenting three groups of mobile cultural
objects from the collections of the National Museum of Transylvanian History, that were
discovered in different archaeological contexts. The three groups of objects are: 1) cultural objects
from the Egyptian collection, 2) archaeological textiles and 3) the decorated disc from Piatra Rosie.
The Egyptian collection of the National Museum of Transylvanian History was established in the
second half of the 19th century, when the museum was the recipient of multiple donations of
Egyptian artifacts, the collection expanding later with other objects. The group of archaeological
textiles presented in the chapter are objects discovered during archaeological researches conducted

over a short period of time, at the end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th century. The



decorated disc from Piatra Rosie was discovered at the Dacian fortress in the Orastie Mountains
during archaeological excavations conducted in 1949.

The comparative aspects that I analyzed in the thesis focused on the ways these types of
objects were managed immediately after their excavation from burial mediums, namely the
curative conservation and restoration interventions they underwent, as well as the subsequent
valorification aspects. These aspects must be taken into account in relation to the specific historical
contexts of the periods of time during which the archaeological research was conducted and after
which the objects become part of museum collections. At the end of the 19™ and beginning of the
20" centuries, when the objects presented in the case studies become part of collections, the
museums were a slightly different context than today’s. On the one hand, the political and
ideological milieu were unlike the present ones, while, on the other hand, the museum environment
had its limits, mostly regarding human resources and the limitations of professional expertise in
the field. These essential aspects to the preservation of museum objects, are reflected both in the
way the objects under discussion were inventoried in the museum’s accession registry but also in
the way the objects themselves were stored, conserved and restored. The complex history of the
History Museum has also left its mark on the way its collections have been preserved and validified
over time.

Most of the objects from the collections discussed in this thesis were conserved over the
years, some more than a hundred years ago, others several decades ago. This aspect must be taken
into consideration when discussing a modern collection management. Therefore, conservation and
restoration interventions on some of these objects are increasingly challenging and differ
significantly from the restoration of objects recovered directly from archaeological excavations.

The challenges of long-term preservation of mobile archaeological heritage, be it of organic
or anorganic nature, along with all its implications (collection management, preventive
conservation, curative conservation and restoration interventions, research, scientific and display
valorification, information dissemination, etc.) sum up both the past preservation activities and
future strategies, solutions, and approaches. The interdisciplinarity between the conservation,
restoration, archaeology, and museology fields must be translated into realistic strategies for
preserving mobile archaeological heritage, that can be applied to preventive conservation
measures, to restoration activities, and to different types of valorification. The preservation of

mobile archaeological heritage cannot exist without access to the actual cultural objects and to the



information regarding their provenance, nor without interpretation, accessibility, communication,

documentation, and museum-based valorification.
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