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This study aims to examine the administrative-territorial organization of Someș County 

in the period following the Great Unification of 1918. The research investigates demographic 

aspects, the evolution of agriculture, and other relevant dimensions of economic, religious, and 

cultural life. By correlating these factors, the study provides a comprehensive perspective on 

the changes Someș County faced from the moment of Transylvania’s unification with Romania 

(1918) until the establishment of King Charles II’s authoritarian regime (1938), highlighting 

the processes that influenced the region’s development. 

Someș County was an administrative-territorial entity of Greater Romania between 

1920 and 1950, with Dej as its capital. Located in the north-western part of the country, and in 

the northern region of Transylvania, it shared a border with Satu Mare and Maramureș counties 

to the north, Sălaj to the west, Cluj to the south, and Năsăud to the east. Its administrative 

configuration adopted the structure of the former Solnoc-Dăbâca County, which existed 

between 1876 and 1920. The first known documentary mention of Solnoc County dates back 

to 1166, possibly marking the earliest attestation of „Fulc”, Count of Solnoc1. 

My research project will investigate the evolution of Somes County from 1918 to 1938 

based on relevant archival documents, and the data gathered will be analysed from a qualitative 

perspective. 

The starting point of the investigation is the archival collection of the Someș County 

Prefecture, preserved at the National Archives of Cluj, which provides an essential foundation 

for reconstructing the historical and administrative context of the county during the interwar 

period. This collection includes essential materials, such as the minutes of the County Council 

and the County Permanent Delegation, administrative regulations, economic and demographic 

reports, which allow for a detailed understanding of both the territorial and economic 

organization, as well as the political, administrative, and social dynamics of Someș County. 

The analysis of these sources offers a comprehensive perspective on the functioning of local 

administration and the socio-political transformations brought about by the union unification 

of Transylvania with Romania. In addition to archival documents, the research also draws on 

                                                           
1 Dan Mârza, Maria Săplăcan, File de monografie culturală dejeană, Editura Casa municipală de cultură „George 

Coşbuc”, Dej, 1999, p. 5. 
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other complementary sources, such as censuses, periodical publications, legislative texts, as 

well as specialized works, studies. 

The methodology employed combines historical analysis, documentary research, and 

the interpretation of both primary and secondary sources, offering a comprehensive view of the 

evolution of Someș County between 1918 and 1938. The predominantly qualitative approach 

enables an in-depth investigation of archival documents and the historical context, aiming not 

only to examine the structure of the county administration but also to identify the essential 

changes that were implemented during this period. 

The collection of the Someș Prefecture, preserved at the National Archives, of Cluj, 

consists of 733 archival units dating from the period 1876-1943. This collection preserves 

invaluable documentary material for the study of Someș County's evolution, providing 

essential information about the administrative-territorial organization, economic development, 

and social life of the region. Among all the documents examined, the most relevant data were 

identified for the period 1921-1933, during which the collection contains a substantial volume 

of detailed information. 

 These documents reflect the realities of Someș County, addressing aspects such as 

administrative activity, local legislation, urban and rural dynamics, economic and agricultural 

development, demographics, the educational system, and public health. Furthermore, they offer 

a clear picture of the challenges and transformations the county underwent during this period. 

The collection is organized into files and registers, some of which are catalogued thematically 

or chronologically, while others are less systematically arranged, with missing or unnumbered 

pages. Despite these gaps, the information extracted remains crucial for my research. The 

registers mainly include the minutes of the County Council meetings and the meetings of the 

County Permanent Delegation, documents that officially record the decisions, debates, and 

measures adopted by the county administration. These sources provide a detailed perspective 

on how Someș County was governed and offer an in-depth understanding of the social and 

economic context of the time. Additionally, they highlight the way the county administration 

functioned during the interwar period and how the measures established at the central level 

were implemented in the specific context of Someș County. 

The diversity of sources constitutes an essential element for this research, providing a 

detailed perspective on the organization and functioning of the county administration during 

the interwar period. The information extracted from the registers and files of the Someș 

Prefecture Archive forms the main basis of this study, contributing to a deeper understanding 

of the administrative-territorial and social dynamics of the county. At the same time, these 
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documents enable a thorough analysis of the impact of political and economic decisions on 

local communities. 

In addition to the official archives, the research also draws on other complementary 

sources, such as censuses conducted during the interwar period, contemporary periodical 

publications, and legislative texts that influenced the county administration. All the information 

gathered from the specialized literature, including books, studies, and relevant academic 

articles, significantly contributes to providing the essential interpretative framework for a 

deeper understanding of the subject. The great variety of sources allows for an adequate 

contextualization of the administrative and economic changes in Someș County and enables a 

detailed evaluation of their impact on the local population. 

On the one hand, my research draws on analytical methods, providing a comprehensive 

analysis of both primary and secondary sources, method and focuses mainly on the 

interpretation of documentary evidence. On the other hand, I will use some elements of 

statistical analysis in my interpretation of the demographic and economic data pertaining to 

Somes County. By correlating these methods, the research aims to achieve a clear and precise 

understanding of the evolution of Someș County within the reference period, offering a new 

and systematic perspective on its organization and functioning. Change this word  

This research seeks to investigate the history of Someș County after 1918, focusing on 

the process of its integration into Romanian administration, as well as various aspects of the 

social, cultural, and spiritual life of the region. Thus, in addition to the structure and functioning 

of the county administration, the study details the economic evolution, agricultural 

development, education system, culture, and religious life. In this manner, my research 

provides a broad and complex picture of Someș County during the period between the Great 

Union unification and the establishment of the royal dictatorship in 1938. 

The thesis consists of five chapters, each divided into several subchapters. The first 

chapter, „The Organization of Someș County after the Union of Transylvania with Romania”, 

examines aspects related to the organization of Transylvania under the authority of the 

Directorate Council, the administrative unification process, and the administrative-territorial 

structure of Someș County after 1918. 

Someș County, along with the other counties in Transylvania, was under the 

administration of the „Dirigent” Council until its dissolution in 1921. During this period, the 

provisions of the Law for Administrative Unification, along with other legislative acts and 

decrees, were adopted in an attempt to organize the new administration within the expanded 

Romanian state, Greater Romania. Therefore, this chapter aims to reconstruct the 
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administrative and territorial organization of Someș County following the Union, and right 

after the administrative laws of 1925 and 1929 were implemented. In this section, the research 

will primarily rely on archival documents from the Someș County Prefecture Fund, preserved 

at the National Archives, of Cluj. Through these documents, the administrative-territorial 

structure of the county will be studied, including the districts and communes, as well as the 

functioning of the legislative apparatus at the Prefecture and commune levels, while also 

identifying the challenges faced by the urban and rural population. 

In the first section of the first chapter, the analysis will focus on the administrative 

organization of Transylvania under the authority of the „Dirigent” Council and the process of 

organizational unification. Attention will also be given to the general context in which Someș 

County was situated, from an administrative-territorial perspective, within Transylvania, for a 

better understanding of the historical context relevant to this research.  

In the second part of the chapter, the administrative-territorial evolution of Someș 

County will be examined, highlighting information regarding the structure of the districts and 

communes that made up the county, as well as the establishment of the new Romanian 

leadership. The information will be presented chronologically to highlight the changes in the 

leadership structure following the implementation of the Romanian administration. In addition 

to the documentary sources from the period’s archives, the research will also include 

contemporary legislative texts, as well as scientific works published during the interwar period. 

Chapter two focuses on the organization of local services in Someș County starting 

from 1930, a pivotal moment in establishing a legislative framework to regulate regional 

governance. With the implementation of the Law on the Organization of Local Administration 

in 1929, the Someș County Council Delegation drafted a Regulation aimed at organizing the 

county’s services, with the objective of creating efficient and functional administrative 

structures. This regulation was essential for ensuring the proper management of resources, 

executive functions, and responsibilities of local institutions. In this chapter, will examine in 

detail how the main administrative institutions and bodies in the county were structured and 

functioned, including the County Council, the County Permanent Delegation, and the 

Prefecture, identifying the role of each entity in the operational process. We will also examine 

the county services, each with a specific area of activity, such as education, healthcare, 

economy, public order, etc. In this context, emphasis will also be placed on the role of civil 

servants who carried out essential activities within these services, highlighting their 

responsibilities and duties in implementing legislation and managing administrative issues at 

the local level. This analysis will contribute to a deeper understanding of how the 
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administration of Someș County evolved and was organized during the interwar period, within 

the framework of the new national administrative structure2. 

Chapter three, titled „Demographic Developments: Aspects of the Population of Someș 

County After 1918”, is dedicated to examining the population of this county. In addition to 

statistical data concerning the number of inhabitants, I will explore the ethnic and confessional 

structure of the population in this region. Furthermore, this research will include a case study 

on the, daily life of the residents of a typical village in the county. Someș County was a multi-

ethnic and multiconnection space, where people from various national groups coexisted, and 

this diversity was generally marked by an atmosphere of tolerance in daily interactions. Special 

attention will be given to the Jewish and Armenian communities, which had a significant 

impact on the history and development of the region. The analysis will question the medical 

issues encountered by the county’s population, considering the ailments/illnesses/conditions 

the residents faced and the available healthcare infrastructure.  

Archival documents from the Somes County Prefecture show that healthcare was often 

a topic of discussion among members of the legislative body. This issue seems to have 

concerned the county leadership, as much of the information gathered to outline this subchapter 

comes from archival documents in the Someș County Prefecture Fund, including files and 

registers. Information regarding sanitary conditions, diseases affecting the population, or other 

health-related aspects were discussed in County Council meetings and recorded in the 

corresponding minutes. Thus, we will also examine aspects related to the county's healthcare 

organization, considering the significant impact these had on the social and community same 

thing, choose one life of the region. 

The fourth chapter, entitled „The Economic Situation of Someș County: Aspects 

Regarding Industry and Agriculture”, aims to examine the economic evolution of the county, 

with a particular focus on the agriculture and industry sectors. The county's expenses, as well 

as its sources of revenue, will also be addressed. At the same time, I will investigate the causes 

that led to the accumulation of debts, especially since, after the Great Union, economic 

difficulties were a persistent phenomenon throughout the Someș region. Agriculture is a 

particularly relevant topic for this research, given that the population of Transylvania, including 

Someș County, was largely dependent on this economic sector. Approximately 73% of the total 

population was employed in agricultural activities, highlighting the importance of agriculture 

in the economic and social structure of the region during the period under study. Throughout 

                                                           
2 ANSJCJ, Fond of the Prefecture of Someș County, register no. 714/ 1930, pp. 5-80. 
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this subchapter, will address land cultivation, the county's livestock situation, as well as 

forestry, veterinary health issues, land expropriation, and land distribution. Most of the 

information in this chapter is derived from the minutes of the County Council and the County 

Permanent Delegation, documents in which decisions made by the county leadership regarding 

various issues such as the status of economic resources in the county, were recorded. 

This final section of the thesis provides a comprehensive analysis of the role of 

education, culture, and religion in Someș County during the interwar period. With regard to 

education, the focus is on the reforms and the challenges faced by the authorities, such as the 

shortage of school facilities and the deficit of qualified teaching staff. The county’s cultural 

landscape was deeply influenced by the activities of the Transylvanian Association for 

Romanian Literature and the Culture of the Romanian People (ASTRA), which had an active 

branch in Dej. Furthermore, the contributions of prominent cultural figures from Dej will be 

highlighted through concise biographical sketches. 

The final part of the chapter is dedicated to religious life, with particular emphasis on 

the status of the Romanian Orthodox Church in the aftermath of the Union, specifically in 

Someș County. A central aspect of local religious devotion was the phenomenon of pilgrimage, 

which was widely practiced among Orthodox and Greek-Catholic believers. In this context, the 

research will focus on pilgrimages to Nicula Monastery and Rohia Monastery, traditionally 

undertaken on the occasion of the Feast of the Dormition of the Mother of God (commonly 

known as „Sfânta Mărie Mare”), celebrated on August 15. These religious practices not only 

reflected the community’s deep spiritual commitment but also played a significant role in 

shaping a distinct religious identity. 

I chose this doctoral research topic because it provides a detailed monographic 

perspective on Someș County during the period 1918-1938 a rich period marked by 

administrative, legislative, and social changes following its unification with Romania. A key 

motivation was the existence of a valuable yet underexplored documentary collection: the 

archival records of the Someș County Prefecture, preserved at the National Archives, of Cluj. 

The proximity of this archival repository facilitated direct access to primary sources, enabling 

an in-depth analysis of the transformations the county underwent went through during this 

period. Moreover, my academic interest in this historical timeframe has been developing since 

my undergraduate years, and this research offers the opportunity to further pursue and deepen 

themes that have always been of particular interest to me, such as the evolution of local 

administration and the phenomenon of religious pilgrimages a subject I have previously 

explored and was eager to expand upon in my doctoral dissertation. 
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The dissertation also acquires a personal dimension through the integration of an 

unpublished source a family letter that offers a glimpse into everyday life in Someș County, 

particularly in rural areas, within the broader context of historical and social transformations. 

This letter, written by a close relative who lived through multiple historical periods and 

provided first-hand testimonies about village life, the interwar era, and her experiences as a 

Roman Catholic nun, adds a deeply human and subjective layer to the research. Thus, the thesis 

extends beyond a purely documentary analysis by incorporating elements of oral history and 

family memory, offering a more comprehensive perspective on Someș County. 

Another significant aspect of my contribution is the creation of a comprehensive list of 

all communes in Someș County, including both their interwar-era names and their present-day 

equivalents, along with the counties to which they now belong. This component provides a 

necessary clarification of the county’s territorial reorganization and serves as a valuable tool 

for researchers interested in the administrative evolution of the region. Through this approach, 

the dissertation contributes to the specialized literature both as a monographic work offering a 

nuanced and detailed portrayal of Someș County during the interwar period and by integrating 

interdisciplinary elements, including administrative history, legislation, social history, and 

cultural studies. Moreover, the personal dimension of the research enhances its authenticity 

and relevance, making this study a meaningful contribution to the understanding of Someș 

County’s past. 

Through a rigorous analysis of archival sources, combined with the examination of a 

bibliography encompassing both contemporary research and historic documents sources this 

study aims to make a significant contribution to the understanding of an administrative and 

communal space within Greater Romania, under the jurisdiction of Someș County. As a 

monographic work, the research not only seeks to faithfully reconstruct the county’s historical 

evolution but also to integrate it into a broader regional context, highlighting its transformations 

from an administrative, economic, social, and cultural perspective. By employing a detailed 

and well-grounded approach, this dissertation aspires to enhance the scholarly understanding 

of Someș County during the interwar period, thereby strengthening ongoing research efforts 

into its history. 
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