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Abstract 
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This thesis involved two major phases and two-way analysis. The first stage amounts to 

recording, selecting and analyzing the bibliography, followed closely by harnessing information 

in the field (excavation, database, developing maps and prepare drawings, material selection) and 

establishing chronological segment. 

The second stage involved the identification of a closely comparable situation - in this 

case the Somes Plain, the comparison being meant to emphasize what unites both the barbarian 

and "deviations from the norm." A good example is the amplitude with which develops some 

pottery centers, depending on the geography of the area, but also because of the influences that 

come into contact with certain traditions and / or patterns. 

To European Central chronology Roman Period corresponds to the Ist century AD until 

the last third of the century. IV. A.D. For Sylvania’s Area Ist century is to essentially Dacian our 

tradition, for which starts from Roman Dacian-Roman wars. Although the repertoire of sites 

includes sec. IV, the analysis of this topic is to focus sec. II-III century AD, the duration of the 

province of Dacia. 

The Middle Somes Valley / Lower Valley and the Valley of Zalau were thoroughly 

researched and the results have been published to a greater extent than other micro-areas. Other 

geographical areas had been less investigated.  

The base to support such an approach is the discovery of Roman period. Following 

updates to the archaeological information of this type, either by consulting archaeological 

reports, either through active participation to some excavations, it appears that there are 125 

points or alert sites belonging to the Roman era, all of the range of 49 towns and villages in the 

county of Salaj. The objective is to reconstitute human habitation since Roman period (to 

understand the forms of human presence in a certain area: settlements, housing, annex, various 

types and functionality, construction and funerary discoveries) in Sylvania’s area . 

Evolution of barbarian environment suppose the perpetuation of traditional elements 

(technological traditions, easier way archaeological surprised at the level of society when other 



structures such as burial) and the assumption of innovations (Roman provincial environmental 

influence was important in the production of ceramic). The meaning of the example, but also as 

an indicator of acculturation phenomena often difficult to detect, can be observed from the same 

environment influence provincial Roman barbarian world mediated direction of the entire area of 

the Upper Tisa, the blade just in front Porolissum structured settlements site. 

For what it might mean at the time the world "barbarians" in the vicinity of the 

northwestern province of Dacia, is indicated  the situation of  Medieşul  Aurit, where exist some 

Germans customs. Discussions on ethnicity are still relevant in archaeological research. 

The center of interest is economic, social and political, both between barbarian 

populations (Dacians and Germans) the Roman world. Presenting communities can be made 

from several perspectives:  ethnic characteristics, their appearance (local or migratory), the 

means of subsistence and areas of activity in which are noted. 

In the second stage of the research, we selected as analogy the Somes Plain both 

geographical unit situated in Barbaricum. On the basis of this choice are several reasons. Both 

regions  are crossed by the river Krasna(tributary of the Lower Somes). Both have extensive 

portions of marsh (marsh and swamp Ecedea in Somes Plain near Cehei in Sylvania’s area). 

They are similar in terms of communities within their territory. Both developed ceramic 

production centers using local background and Roman technology. Elements of similarity are 

more numerous, but will be explained in Chapter related to this discussion. On the other hand, 

are just as many differences as similarities: if we consider the geographical factor, a micro zone 

is dominated by plains, the other being dependent on slightly higher landforms (hills, knolls);  

while in Sylvania’s area  known ceramic production centers  have smaller size, further north they 

are more extensive. Number of arguments may continue but the strongest reason is that both 

micro-areas are similar in terms of archaeological research and quality of finds. 

Chronologically, following can be summarized: until the Roman conquest, the  micro-

region  is full of Dacian communities, aspects of their material culture are present throughout 

(archaeological traces demonstrates a strong core Dacian); after Dacian-Roman wars practically 

in the first half of the Iith century AD, we find a weak habitation, which is explained in my 

opinion, because the state archaeological research, however, that might be some flaws in terms 

of certain complex dating archaeological materials . For the Iith and the IIIth  century AD may 

be observed an increase in housing, especially in the valley of Krasna and Zalau which is 



explained by culture Przeworsk intrusion on the two rivers;  in terms of the IIIth  and the Ivth 

century AD. discoveries of Roman period remains fairly constant on  Krasna and Zalău while in 

the Valley of Barcău is observed a large number of archaeological finds belonging to this 

segment chronologically compared to previous periods. 
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