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The reform program initiated by the Habsburg Empire starting with the second half of the
eighteenth century and the first half of the nineteenth century had an impact on the territories
under its rule. The dynamics of the reforms have their roots in the foreign policy influenced by
the ideas of the Enlightenment, as well as the internal one marked by the administrative problems
that enforced a restructuring in all areas. Within this context, the monarchs sought to adopt a
program of educational reforms with the aim of moulding citizens with morals and elementary
notions of economics who would be involved in community life and to be loyal to the empire.
Following these directives launched by Maria Theresa, education was moved under the umbrella
of politics, pushing it to act as a pillar in the consolidation of the empire. During the reforms, the
archduchess encountered several problems, for example, those related to the lack of school
institutions, educational infrastructure, laws and financial funds to build schools and train
teachers. This called for a collaboration with specialists, such as Ioan Ignatiu Felbiger, who,

through the Vienna Aulice Commission, laid the foundations of education.

The doctoral thesis entitled "The Establishment of the Educational Infrastructure in
Partium-Arad County under the Habsburgs" approaches the educational policy of the Habsburg
monarchy in an innovative manner, moving from a macro analysis of highlighting the
educational reforms to a micro one in order to present the manner in which the Roman Catholic
confessional schools were received in the two gymnasiums (Arad and Santana) and the
Preparandia in Arad County. Thus, the doctoral thesis introduces a new angle which consists in
analyzing and highlighting the school networks in Arad County from an educational, economic,

social, political and religious perspective.

The main purpose of the doctoral thesis is to follow the establishment of the educational
infrastructure in Arad County through the directives prescribed by the Court of Vienna. The
secondary goal is to emphasize the ways in which pedagogy was applied at the local level, based
on the textbooks that were used in the Arad Gymnasium and on historical sources that recorded
the literacy development of students and the teachers’ training at Roman Catholic confessional

schools.



Four objectives were established in the doctoral thesis. The first objective refers to
identifying the ways in which the beliefs of Enlightenment penetrated the Habsburg Empire,
especially in the educational field. The second objective was to present, through an example, the
educational reforms that modernized pedagogy at the international and national level. In this
regard, the educational programs in Vienna were initially analyzed and then it was determined
how many of them were known and applied within Arad County. The third objective aimed to
give an overview of how primary and middle schools functioned during this period, based on the
1777’s Ratio educationis and 1806’s Ratio publicae educationis educational laws. The fourth
objective is an essential one for our scientific approach because it analyzes the relationship
between communities, such as those formed in order to support young people’s educational

process and for teachers to be able to educate.

The analysis of this topic had its start in unpublished and published archival sources. The
archive documents that were accessed contributed to the discovery of new information that
offered a reconstruction of primary and secondary education in Arad County, during the rule of
the Habsburg Empire. In this case, we researched the sources within some archival centers in the
country, such as the Roman Catholic Diocese of Timisoara, the National Archives of Romania
and the Alexandru Dimitrie Xenopol Library in Arad. In addition to these institutions that have
the role of archiving and protecting documents, especially for education in Arad, specific to the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, an online platform called Internet Archive was also used,
making available the second educational law "Ratio educationis publicae totiusque rei literariae

per Regnum Hungariae et provincias eidem adnexas™ promulgated in 1806 in Latin.

Most of the information related to the Arad gymnasium can be found at the National
Archives, Arad County Service. The documents are kept in two archival funds: "The Order of
Conventual Minors" and "The "loan Slavici" High School, Arad 1776-1860". The "Atzél Petru"
fund was also consulted, having as its historical source a manual that was written in 1844, but
also the "Arad County Prefecture, Administrative Acts 1944" fund which contains information
regarding the functioning of the Roman Catholic Church in Ineu and its connection with the

community.



Another equally important institution in preserving documents relating to education from
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries is the old book collection of the A.D. Xenopol Library in
Arad. The following textbooks and pedagogy books were consulted within this institution:
Elementa Historiae Naturalis in usum scholarum grammaticarum et gymnasiorum per Regnum
Hungariae et provincias eidem adnexas (1778), Elementa Geometriae practicae in usum
gymnasiorum, et scholarum grammaticarum per Regnum Hungariae et provincias eidem adnexas
(1791), Institutioness Arithmeticae in usum gymnasiorum et scholarum grammaticarum per
Regnum Hungariae et provincias eidem adnexas (1791), Oskolai tanitd6 konyv (1793),
Institutionum gramaticarum (1796), Historiae Universalis in usum studiosae iuventutis
claudiopolitanae (1798), Exercitia Correcta (1804) and Orthographia romana, sive latino-
valachica (1819). These are among the first textbooks that began to be used in Arad County and
which, in turn, defined the subjects of natural history, geometry, arithmetic, grammar and
universal history. Another document that was widely distributed in the second half of the
eighteenth century and made available by the library is the first educational law Ratio

educationis totisque rei litterariae regnum Hungariae et provincias eidem adnexa from 1777.

These numerous specialized works in the field of didactics and pedagogy were published
in the fourth volume of the Transylvanian School under the supervision of Eugen Pavel. These
edited sources are very valuable for our subject, because they are books translated into Romanian
from the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Also other edited sources that were of great benefit
to our thesis were documents from the volume “Az gymnasium szallaszete, s agyan ebben az
1850-1851 tanév oObék felében eldadott”. This volume includes information regarding the

development of the curriculum of the Arad Gymnasium for the 1850-1851 school year.

Our archival investigation was continued at the Roman Catholic Diocese of Timisoara
where | benefited from access to many funds useful to the research of the subject. Within this
institution, we consulted the following archival funds: “Roman Catholic Parish Ineu”, “Roman
Catholic Parish Szent Anna”, “The Csanadegy County Schools, Collection from 1848”, and
“Clerici Regulares E Scholis Piis Ordo Scholarum Piarium”. These archival sources were
supplemented with published documents belonging to the Roman Catholic Diocesan Archive of
Timisoara, “Catalogus Venerabilis Cleri Dioecensis Csanadiensis” which was summarized in

“Schematismus Venerabilis Cleri Dioecesis Csanadiensis”.



The doctoral thesis is divided into six chapters, along with an introductory study about
the topic, followed by an overview of the sources and research methods used, the historiography
of the topic and, finally, the general conclusions, tables, graphs and annexes.

In the chapter on the Historiography of the Subject, an analysis was carried out on the
specialized literature regarding education in Arad from the second half of the eighteenth century
and the first half of the nineteenth century.

In the chapter on Sources and Research Methods, the archival documents and the means
used to research them were explained. The research methods that were applied in the doctoral
thesis were also introduced: interdisciplinarity, the comparative method, the quantitative and

qualitative method, macro and micro analyses and the construction of case studies.

Chapter 1, entitled The Genesis of Educational Models in Modern Europe, aims to
highlight the educational ideas of the Enlightenment movement that contributed to the formation
of the citizen and the pedagogical concepts that emerged in the works of intellectuals during that
period. The chapter concludes with a general overview that aims to explain the degree of
influence of the Enlightenment movement within the Habsburg Empire, specifically in the Italian
territories, Hungary, Croatia, Poland and Lithuania and how education was formed in those

countries.

Chapter 11, entitled School Politics and Pedagogy during the Habsburg Monarchy,
analyzes the renewal of pedagogy and undertakes a detailed study on how school networks

formed in the second half of the eighteenth century and the first half of the nineteenth century.

In Chapter 11, information related to the Evolution of Pedagogy on the Partium during
the Habsburg Monarchy was expanded upon, emphasizing the spread of the Felbigian pedagogy,
both at the macro and micro levels. From this perspective, the pedagogical works and textbooks
that were used by teachers within the school networks were discussed. In the second part, we
expanded upon the way in which teachers from Transylvania, Banat and Partium received the
new directives coming from the Viennese Court and the Enlightenment movement. The study
highlights, in addition to specialized works in the educational field, the interest of teachers and
some institutions, especially those in Arad, in the new European pedagogy, as well as the role of

the Transylvanian School.



In the fourth chapter called Roman Catholic Confessional Education in Ineu, an
exhaustive investigation was undertaken in order to provide information about the literacy
process, socio-confessional and economic elements of Ineu, based on unpublished sources
belonging to a period between 1784 and 1848. The sources in question are a series of statistics
that reflect the religious and social confessional configuration of the community in Ineu and
allow a clearer understanding of education through the presence of newborns, but also through
the grouping of young people by age groups between 1 and 7 years old, and between 7 and 20
years old. By focusing on this information, we were able to delineate the evolution of the
population and the number of those who were to be educated in Ineu. In addition to the socio-
confessional aspects of Ineu, we implemented an investigation regarding the situation of students
at the Roman Catholic primary school in Ineu, covering the period between 1835 and 1862.
Through this approach, I make known the educational process based on students' school

enrollment and their attendance rate.

In Chapter V, entitled The School Network in Partium-Arad County in the Second Half
of the Eighteenth Century and the First Part of the Nineteenth Century, we established the micro-
analyses to be used in our thesis in order to know to which degree were reforms imposed in
primary schools in several regions of Arad County and the gymnasium in Santana. The study
presents, in an exhaustive manner, how the Roman Catholic primary schools in Arad, Chisineu-
Cris, Santana, Ineu, Simand and Radna functioned during the year 1848. The proposed approach
takes into account several research directions, through which we obtained information related to
the social, economic and pedagogical environment of these primary schools. From a social
perspective, we strove to identify the confessional composition and the number of students who
were enrolled and who attended school in those communities. Through an economic approach, |
aimed to identify how the community was involved in the process of supporting education and
how they financially supported teachers. The research then focused on the Gymnasium in
Santana, which was founded and administered by the Bibics family and the Piarist Order. |
aimed to create a summary of the research regarding the founding of the Gymnasium in Santana,
but also to bring something new through an analysis that reflects the level of education of the

young people who attended this institution.



In the last chapter called The Gymnasium in Partium-Arad County, | aimed to provide an
exhaustive analysis of the Gymnasium in Arad. Initially, we identified the stages of the school's
formation, then how the gymnasium functioned, the mobility of students and their performance.
These were the objectives pursued in order to highlight the degree of connection that the
educational institution had with the authorities in Vienna, Hungary and Arad.

Finally, in the Conclusions | summarized my findings regarding education in Arad
County during the Habsburg period. Education in Arad followed the new European pedagogy
model by implementing the directives of the Court of Vienna, with the proof of this fact being
the existence of primary, gymnasium and Preparandia schools in Arad County. Also, these
conclusions are supported by the documentary annexes and tables that can be found at the end of
the doctoral thesis.
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