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Thesis Summary

This research aimed to analyze the relationship between the African Union (AU) and the European
Union (EU) in the process of restructuring the international system. This is a broad research area
that sought to determine the complexity of the global arena concerning the AU and EU partnership.
The international system is marked by emerging complex challenges such as wars, geopolitical
turbulence, climate change, economic crises, and migration issues, all of which threaten peace and
human security. The global challenges, including climate change, peace and security and economic
issues, have increasingly fostered international cooperation and integration (Sandler 1997:1;
Toromade et al., 2024). The primary concern is the intricacy of global challenges impacting the
relationship between these two unions in the international arena. Indeed, these challenges have
contributed to reshaping the global structure, changing perspectives on international relations and

transforming the international order.

Throughout the RIS, relations between the AU and the EU remain a persistent paradox -
unified, yet at considerable odds. This study examined aspects of this complex relationship both
in historical terms and contemporary system. The economic relations between Africa and Europe
date back as far as the 1963 Yaoundé Convention, which was signed in Cameroon (West Africa)
between the European Economic Community (EEC) and the Associated African States and
Madagascar (AASM). There has been a transformation of the relations between Africa and Europe
as reflected by the Lome Conventions, Cotonou Agreements, the SAMOA agreement and
Summits. The summits began with the first Africa-EU edition in Cairo, Egypt, in 2000, followed
by the summit in Lisbon, Portugal, in December 2007, which adopted a Joint Africa-EU Strategy
(JAES) and its action plan. The third EU-AU summit took place in Tripoli, Libya, in November
2010. The 4th EU-AU summit was held in Brussels in 2014, and the 5th EU-AU summit was held
in Abidjan, Céte d'Ivoire, in November 2017. So far, the 6th EU-AU summit took place in Brussels
on 17-18 February 2022, just before the outbreak of the war between Russia and Ukraine, which
began on 24 February 2022.

The relationship between Africa and Europe has been overly always been complex and
difficult due to the historical context and colonization of Africa. Despite the progress in the
relations between the two actors in cooperation to address common challenges, unfortunately, the

two are facing complex challenges and limited results in their projects. The 2022 Summit



established Two Unions with one vision, saw member states' commitment to equal partnership as
strategic partners, however, the relations between the two Unions in the complex global arena
remain to be analyzed. In this case, this study sought to determine the factors that could drive the
relations of the two Actors and to clarify the AU and the EU as essential partners in the complex

international system.

Mutual interests and a shared zeal to address global challenges have fostered bilateral
partnerships. However, Gray (2018:1) states that while many organizations regularly convene and
formulate policies, others deteriorate into 'zombies' without any impact, becoming mere gathering
places devoid of tangible results. The challenges have escalated dramatically, reshaping the global
order and affecting relationships among states. At the same time, these numerous challenges
prompt questions about the capabilities of the AU and the EU to tackle such issues while
maintaining a mutual level of understanding. Not only have global challenges expanded the need
for cooperation, but they have also posed difficulties for bilateral partnerships in both theoretical
and practical discussions of international relations. The perceived benefits of integration serve as
the primary motivators for member states to unite in anticipation of future rewards. The United
Nations (2023:1), the increasing threats to peace and security in the global arena, call for a global

partnership to address issues of common concern'.

African Union (2015) states that the Continent's objective is to foster inclusive and
sustainable development under the drive of Pan-Africanism and African Renaissance and Agenda
20632, Likewise, Parsons (2002), the EU is mandated to promote the pavement for peace and
security, regional and external cooperation, global development and uphold its European values,
such as democracy and the rule of law. Africa and Europe are geographically distant but close
strategic partners in mindset and actions in addressing common issues®. This study reveals that
contemporary EU-AU relations are founded on complementary frameworks or processes, where
their areas of operation extend beyond trade opportunities to include addressing climate change,

migration issues, and peace and security. The study offers a critical analysis of the challenges faced

1 United Nations, Our Common Agenda Policy Brief 9 A New Agenda for Peace July 2023. Accessed on 27 March
2025.Available at; our-common-agenda-policy-brief-new-agenda-peace-en.pdf

2 African Union. (2015). Agenda 2063. The Africa we want. Accessed on 23 February 2023. Available at 33126-doc-
framework document_book.pdf

3 European Commission. Accessed on 18 June 2023. Available at; Africa-EU Partnership - European Commission
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by the AU and the EU in restructuring the international system. Therefore, this study aims to

primarily focus on the nexus of relations between Africa and Europe in the new geopolitical order.
This thesis has been guided by three questions;

1. What are the factors that could drive the AU and the EU relations in the restructuring

process of the international system?

2. To what extent can the AU and the EU be considered as essential partners in the

restructuring process of the international system?

3. What recommendations can be provided to the AU and the EU in the restructuring process

of the international system?

The study is organized into six chapters. The first chapter introduces the study into perspectives
on the AU and the EU relations in the restructuring of the international system. In this section, a
brief background of the study is provided to give a fair idea of the motivations of the research,
objectives and the study's significance. The study adhered to academic ethical codes of conduct.
The conceptual framework that guides this study is also offered in this section to understand the

operational complex international system.

The second chapter provides the transformation of the international system. This chapter
provides the complexities of the international system associated with geopolitical events and
complex challenges. The global challenges have brought an escalating threat to human security.
According to the UN, the international system is threatened by complex challenges that do not
respect national borders*. The aspect of power concerning international organizations is discussed
in this section. Climate change issues, the slow economic progress due to Covid 19 pandemic, the
rise of geopolitical actors, armed conflicts, Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa (BRICS)
enlargement, G20 transformation, migration issues and trade wars have been discussed to
determine the complexity of the global arena. In the complexity of the transformation of global
order, the AU and the EU perceive each other as strategic partners, and they are concerned with
promoting peace and sustainable development. In case, the theoretical background acknowledges

the holistic approach of the international scene and geopolitical arena. It is recognized that there is

4 United Nations. 2015. Accessed on 27 March 2023. Available at; Global Issues | United Nations
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a transformation of global order and structure, and the role of international organizations is to
resolve the challenges. At the same time, it can be noted that the manifestation of global challenges
is creating opportunities for cooperation in the present and beyond AU and the EU relations. Not
only does the AU need the EU in the restoration of global order, but the EU also equally needs
Africa in generating possible solutions in multilateralism that represent an approach in trade policy

where each country must ensure a global balance in its trade relations with other countries.

The third chapter clarified the AU and the EU as global actors in the international system. This
chapter provides the development and establishment of AU, previously the Organizational African
Union (OAU). This section further provides an understanding of Pan-Africanism and the AU
Agenda 2063. Pan-Africanism refers to the ideology that promotes unity, solidarity, and
collaboration among all people of African origin, regardless of nationality or geographical
location. Its goal is to advance African interests on a global level and to recognize the shared

cultural and historical heritage of African people.

European integration is reflected upon and offers the transformation of the EU, as reflected in
the 1950 Schuman Declaration, 1951 Treaty of Paris, 1957 Treaty of Rome, Single European Act
1986, Maastricht Treaty 1992, Treaty of Amsterdam 1997, Treaty of Nice 2001 and the Lisbon
Treaty of 2007. Moreover, this chapter also addresses the countries that joined the European Union

in stages, expanding from the initial 6 member states to the 27 that are part of it today.

Having an understanding of the AU and the EU, this paper discusses the transformational
relations between the two Unions through various conventions and summits such as the 1963 and
1969 Yaound¢ Conventions, 1975 and 1979 Lome Conventions, the Cotonou Agreements, the
2007 Joint Africa-EU Strategy, the 2020 Organization of African, Caribbean and Pacific States
(OACPS). It 1s established that the areas of cooperation in the AU and the EU relations have

progressively widened in tandem with the increase in global challenges.

This chapter three also presents an analysis of the theoretical framework using regional
integration, functionalism, neofunctionalism and intergovernmentalism to explain the significant
changes and transformation in the AU and the EU. Functionalists believed that integration is driven
by economic and social welfare, whilst neo-functionalists acknowledged political differences and
spill-over effects to partners beyond personal interests. Intergovernmentalism focuses on the role

of governments in response to the complexity of the global scenario. The rationale for the selected



theoretical frameworks contributes towards a detailed understanding of the relations between the

two Unions as well as the methodology aspects adopted for this study.

The fourth chapter provided the methodology and the design of the research and open ended
interviews. The study used mixed methodologies and presented both quantitative and qualitative
methodologies. Document analysis, content analysis, questionnaires and interviews were used as
methods of research in this study. The questionnaire responses were based on 93 respondents from
policymakers and key experts in the AU and the EU. The questionnaire, which was distributed
using Google Forms, sought to collect closed-ended questions to determine the AU and the EU
relations in the restructuring of the international system. The interview responses were conducted
with 24 Diplomats from the AU and EU States and EU delegations. The interview was an open
ended one, and each interview lasted not more than 45 minutes, conducted on Webex. The whole
study respected academic ethical codes of conduct, such as informed consent, no harm to the

participants and respect for anonymity.

The fifth chapter provides the quantitative and qualitative interpretation of the answers which
were asked of the participants. This paper was guided by the research questions of the present
study. To provide a clear analysis of the results, this section was divided into sub-sections 1. The
questionnaire and 2. The interview. The final interpretation of the questionnaire and the interviews
is provided to determine the relations between the AU and the EU amidst the transformation of the

global arena.

The sixth chapter provided the conclusions, recommendations, and areas of further research.
The conclusion and recommendations are provided in alignment with the research questions. Thus,
a variety of factors contributing to the relationships between the AU and the EU in the complex
global arena have been observed, including climate change, trade opportunities, research and

innovation, and health issues.

Starting from the three questions that formed the basis of the research, mentioned in the
introductory part of the thesis, the study developed through this work has arrived at answers that
have contributed to the development of the relationship between the mentioned unions. These
actors find themselves entangled in a global crisis, which they cannot overcome independently.
These geopolitical problems also provide an opportunity for the AU to participate in global

governance. The primary sources established that 4Ps — ““ people, planet, prosperity and peace ”



are driving the AU and the EU in the changing dynamics of the global order. However, the roadmap
to the restoration of global order is not a smooth one, as it requires more from the global actors
and reciprocal efforts. It still reflects that the AU is changing, the EU is changing so is the

international system.

The study concludes that the AU and the EU are appreciated as essential strategic partners in
the realignment of the international system. The relations between the AU and the EU have been
characterized as positive bilateral relations due to the manifestation of the global challenges and
unfolding structural changes of the international system. The AU and the EU continue to be
strategic partners amid a complex environment, despite economic imbalances, institutional
challenges, and rising conflicts on the global stage. Their relationship reflects an extension of the

synergy between the Agenda 2063 and the Global Goals.

This partnership emphasizes the significance of intercontinental cooperation in promoting
sustainable development and peace for multilateralism and collective action. In nurturing their
relationship, the AU and the EU share common interests and values through collaboration in
dimensions such as migration issues, commitment to promoting peace in conflict zones in
collaboration with African regional organizations such as the Southern African Development
Community, and addressing political instabilities in the Democratic Republic of Congo and
Mozambique. The collaborations between these two Unions reflects effectively utilizing trade
opportunities; notably, “The African Continental Free Trade Area” (AfCFTA) is an initiative that
the EU is supporting to advance economic development for the AU. Promoting the European Green

Deal and the AU Green Recovery Action Plan is vital for enhancing energy and food security.

The results reflected that the transformation from donor funding relations to equal partnership
remains low. As a result, the primary sources expressed that beyond a win-win partnership lies a
significant development of financial initiatives that should consider the current context of trade
wars and socio-political uncertainty. Additionally, another crucial finding from the study reflected
the vitality of diversifying bilateral friendships amid emerging global competition and geopolitical
actors, such as China, Russia, and the U.S. The roadmap restoration of global order calls for inter-
regional partnerships to tackle the challenges of the 21st century. However, the present and beyond
AU and EU deepened bilateral relations are conditional on the level of commitment of the member

States towards a consolidated and firm AU and EU partnership in the complex global scenario.



Despite the flagship projects and action plans in the AU and the EU relations, it remains
important for the mentioned Unions to strengthen their relations when it comes to multilateralism
and global solutions in the emerging complex geopolitical issues. However, taking into
consideration the AU 2025 Summit theme on * reparations for injustices by the former colonial
powers °, it remains a complicated partnership. In this case, the historical context of the AU and
the EU, differences in economic and social development, BRICS enlargement and President
Donald Trump's 2nd presidential mandate are some of the factors that leave room for further
research. The international system is in constant change, so as the utmost importance to track the
changes in geopolitical order and related complex challenges influencing the reshaping of AU and

the EU relations.

Being aware that the thesis does not provide exhaustive research, the possibility remains open
for further studies to continue addressing this dynamic topic. Of great interest not only to
international relations enthusiasts but also to the general public, the study reflects society, spanning
over many years. Since 1963, as indicated in the thesis, the foundation for the economic
relationship between Africa and Europe was established through the Yaoundé¢ Convention. It is
significant to observe how this development has continued, as the thesis reflects only a snapshot
of the progress made until the present. However, even now, changes are still happening in the

global arena and appear in complexity, for the benefit and interest of states.

5 African Union. 2025. Accessed on 15 March 2025. AU THEME OF THE YEAR 2025 | African Union



https://au.int/en/theme/2025#:~:text=AU%20THEME%20OF%20THE%20YEAR%202025%3A%20Theme%3A%20%E2%80%9CJustice%20for,AU's%20commitment%20to%20addressing%20historical

Selective bibliography
General Works

Adetula, Victor, et al. The legacy of Pan-Africanism in African integration today. Nordiska
Afrikainstitutet, 2020.

Adewale, Adeyinka, and Stefan Schepers. "Colonialism and the Struggle for
Independence." Reimaging Africa: Lifting the Veil of Ignorance. Cham: Springer Nature
Switzerland, 2023. 91-113.

Asemah, Ezekiel, S, et al. International Communication in a Globalized World. Jos University

Press. 2024.

Baldwin, Richard, and Charles Wyplosz. EBOOK The Economics of European Integration 7e.
McGraw Hill, 2022.

Baban, Adriana. Metodologia cercetarii calitative. Presa Universitara Clujeana, 2002.

de Lassus St-Genies, Géraud. "The market mechanisms of the Paris Agreement and the Kyoto
Protocol: a legal comparison." Research Handbook on the Law of the Paris Agreement. Edward

Elgar Publishing, 2024. 240-261.

Dedman, Martin. The Origins & Development of the European Union 1945-2008: A History of
European Integration. Routledge, 2009.

Denton, Fatima. "Regional management of stranded hydro-carbon assets and the energy
transition." Handbook of Regional Cooperation and Integration. Edward Elgar Publishing, 2024.
351-371.

Dobson, H. "The G20 and its position within global governance." (2024): 10-34.

Duff, Andrew, John Pinder, and Roy Pryce, eds. Maastricht and Beyond: Building a European
Union. Routledge, 2002.

Duffield, John. "What Are International Institutions? 1." International Organization. Routledge,

2017.57-78.



Dunne, Tim, and Christian Reus-Smit, eds. The globalization of international society. Oxford

University Press, 2017.

Faia, Michael A. Dynamic functionalism: strategy and tactics. New York: Cambridge University

Press, 1986.

Fakoya, Victor, and Bolaji Omitola. "African—European Trade Cooperation and the Promise of
African Continental Free Trade Area as Africa’s Soft Power." Africa-EU Relations and the African
Continental Free Trade Area: Redefining the Dynamics of Power and Economic Partnership in a

Complex Global Order. Cham: Springer Nature Switzerland, 2024. 191-221.

Farrell, Mary. "EU policy towards other regions: policy learning in the external promotion of

regional integration." Learning and Governance in the EU Policy Making Process. Routledge,

2013. 63-82.
Fowler Jr, Floyd J. Survey research methods. Sage publications, 2013.

Gatete, Charly, Ishmael Ackah, and Harrison Edifor. "Concluding Thoughts—The Future of
Energy Regulation in Africa." Energy Regulation in Africa: Dynamics, Challenges, and
Opportunities. Cham: Springer Nature Switzerland, 2024. 617-633.

Geiss, Imanuel. The Pan-African Movement. London: Methuen and Co Ltd. 1974

Gelot, Linnéa. Legitimacy, peace operations and global-regional security: The African Union-

United Nations partnership in Darfur. Routledge, 2012.

Gelsdorf, Kirsten. Global challenges and their impact on international humanitarian action.

Geneva, Switzerland: Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), 2011.

Goldin, lan. Divided Nations: Why global governance is failing, and what we can do about it. OUP
Oxford, 2013.

Green, Jeremy. Is globalization over?. John Wiley & Sons, 2019.

Kammel, Arnold, H. Europe And Africa—Towards Achieving Real Progress In Their Partnership?
Panorama Of Global Security Environment 2017-2018 The Central European Perspective, 320.
2017



Keohane, Robert O. "International institutions: Two approaches." International organization.

Routledge, 2017. 171-188.

Kissinger. Henry. World Order: Reflections on the Character of Nations and the Course of History.
Penguin Random House. 2024

Mitrany, David. "The functional theory of politics." (1975).

Moravcsik, Andrew. "Liberal intergovernmentalism." Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Politics.

2020.

Murithi, Timothy. "The African Union as an international actor." Africa and the New World Era:

From Humanitarianism to a Strategic View. New York: Palgrave Macmillan US, 2010. 193-205.
Nye, Joseph S. Soft power: The means to success in world politics. Public affairs, 2004.

Oguntuase, Oluwaseun James. "Africa, 2030 Agenda and Agenda 2063: The imperative of
transnational governance." Handbook of research on institution development for sustainable and

inclusive economic growth in Africa. IGI Global Scientific Publishing, 2021. 1-14.

Oloruntoba, Samuel O. "History of Euro-African relations: From Yaoundé convention to economic
partnership agreements." Regionalism and Integration in Africa: EU-ACP Economic Partnership

Agreements and Euro-Nigeria Relations. New York: Palgrave Macmillan US, 2016. 69-85.

Rosenau, James N. "Turbulence in world politics: A theory of change and continuity." (2018): 1-

100.

Saunders, Mark, Philip Lewis, and Adrian Thornhill. Research methods for business students.

Pearson education, 2009.

Stein, Arthur A. Why nations cooperate: Circumstance and choice in international relations.

Cornell University Press, 1990.

Tocci, Natthalie. Framing the EU Global Strategy. A Stronger Europe in a Fragile World. Palgrave
Macmillan. 2017

Weber, Max. "Power, domination, and legitimacy." Power in modern societies. Routledge, 2019.

37-47.



Weiss, Thomas G., and Ramesh Thakur. Global governance and the UN: an unfinished journey.
Indiana University Press, 2010.

Went, Robert. Globalization: Neoliberal challenge, radical responses. No. 31-32. Pluto press,
2000.

Zondi, Siphamandla. "Common positions as African agency in international negotiations: An

appraisal." African agency in international politics. Routledge, 2013. 19-33.
Special Works

Acharya, Amitav, et al. Global views on the European Union. Vol. 72. Institute for Security
Studies, European Union, 2004.

Adebajo, Adekeye. "The Shadows of Empire: African Perceptions of Europe and the
EU." International Relations and the European Union, (2023): 259-80.

Beck, Ulrich. "World at risk (Cambridge." Polity 9 (2009): 1908-1918.
Blair, Alasdair. The European Union since 1945. Routledge, 2014.

Brown, William. The European Union and Africa: The Restructuring of North-South Relations.
Bloomsbury Publishing, 2001.

European Commission (EC).The European Union and the African Union. A Statistical Potrait.

European Union. 2018

Fioramonti, Lorenzo. "The European Union promoting human rights and democracy in

Africa." Handbook of Africa's International Relations. Routledge, 2013. 324-332.

Gray, Julia. "Life, death, or zombie? The vitality of international organizations." International

Studies Quarterly 62.1 (2018): 1-13.

Grilli, Enzo R. The European Community and the developing countries. Cambridge University

Press, 1993.

Hill, C., Smith, M., and Vanhoonacker, S. (Eds.). International relations and the European Union.
Oxford University Press.2023

Holland, Martin. The European Union and the third world. Vol. 132. Basingstoke: Palgrave, 2002.



Makinda, Samuel M., and F. Wafula Okumu. The African Union: challenges of globalization,

security, and governance. Routledge, 2007.
Nkrumah, Kwame. Neo-colonialism. Nelson, 1965.
Touray, Omar Alieu. The African Union: the first ten years. Rowman & Littlefield, 2016.

Tran, H. How the African Union Can Amplify Its Influence in the G20. Policy Brief - N° 39/24 -
August 2024.

Journal Articles

Anghel, Veronica, and Erik Jones. "The enlargement of international organisations." West

European Politics 48.1 (2025): 1-28.

Auer, Stefan. "The European Union’s politics of identity and the legacy of 1989." Humanities
Research 16.3 (2010): 135-149.

Best, Edward. "The Treaty of Nice: not beautiful but it’ll do." Eipascope 2001.1 (2001): 1-8.

Ciuriak, Dan. "Expansion aside, the BRICS’path to growth is unchanged: It’s

technology." Opinion, Centre for International Governance Innovation, Waterloo 24 (2023).

Cosgrove, Carol Ann, and Kenneth J. Twitchett. "The Second Yaoundé Convention in Perspective:
An Examination of the Association of Eighteen African and Malagasy states with the

EEC." International Relations 3.9 (1970): 679-6809.

Csaba, Laszlo. "Globalization and FEuropean Integration: A Central European

Perspective." Journal of Risk and Financial Management 18.2 (2025): 53.

Fabbrini, Sergio, and Uwe Puetter. "Integration without supranationalisation: studying the lead
roles of the European Council and the Council in post-Lisbon EU politics." Journal of European

integration 38.5 (2016): 481-495.

Hurt, Stephen R. "Co-operation and coercion? The Cotonou Agreement between the European
Union and ACP states and the end of the Lomé Convention." Third World Quarterly 24.1 (2003):
161-176.



Ikenberry, G. John. "Three Worlds: the West, East and South and the competition to shape global
order." International Affairs 100.1 (2024): 121-138.

Kassim, Hussein, and Adriaan Schout. "Introduction:‘Official Stories’—how National
Governments Narrate the EU." National Government Narratives of the EU: 'Official Stories’ of

Belonging. Cham: Springer Nature Switzerland, 2025. 1-31.

Milosevi¢, Olgica, and Nina Nikoli¢. "The Concept Of Sustainable Development And
Environmental Protection In The Primary Legislation Of The European Union." Quaestus 24

(2024): 47-64.

Monti, Mario. "A new strategy for the single market." Report to the President of the European
Commission José Manuel Barroso, May 10 (2010).

Pollack, Mark A. "International relations theory and European integration." JCMS: Journal of
Common Market Studies 39.2 (2001): 221-244.

Portela, Clara. "Where and why does the EU impose sanctions?." Politique européenne 17.3

(2005): 83-111.

Putra, Edwin Tri, Pratama Dahlian Persadha, and Suhardi Suhardi. "Transforming conflict:
analyzing the impact of UN security council resolution 2334 on human security in Israel-

Palestine." Journal of Law Science 6.1 (2024): 91-100

Rees, William M., and R. Barry Thomas. "Harmonisation in the Western European Context: A
Case Study of European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC) Readaptation Aid." Legal Issues of
Economic Integration 13.2 (1986).

Schimmelfennig, Frank, and Berthold Rittberger. "Theories of European integration." European

Union: Power and Policy-Making, Routledge (2006): 73-95.

Shaw, Kristian. "Reading Brexit Backwards: British Eurosceptic Fiction from the European Coal

and Steel Community to Maastricht." Open Library of Humanities 8.1 (2022).

Spolaore, Enrico. "What is European integration really about? A political guide for

economists." Journal of economic perspectives 27.3 (2013): 125-144.



Staniszkis, Jadwiga. "The Two Parallel Context of Power: The Lisbon Treaty and the Global
Crisis." Polish Sociological Review 170.2 (2010): 147-170.

Verloo, M. M. T. "Mainstreaming gender equality in Europe: A critical frame analysis approach."

(2005).
Official documents

African Union (AU), 2016. Accessed on 24 February 2023. Available at Overview of Institutional

Reforms | African Union

African Union (AU), September 2015. The Africa We Want. Framework Document. Accessed on
22 February 2025. Available at. https:/au.int/sites/default/files/documents/33126-doc-

framework document book.pdf

African Union (AU). (2022). Speech Of H.E. Moussa Faki Mahamat, Chairperson Of The African
Union  Commission.  Accessed on  February  28th  2025.  Available at

https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20220217/speech-chairperson-africa-european-union-summit

European Commission. (EC). (2019). The European Green Deal. Communication From The
Commission To The European Parliament, The European Council, The Council, The European
Economic And Social Committee And The Committee Of The Regions. Brussels, 11.12.2019
COM(2019) 640 final.

European Commission. (EC). 2009. The European Security Strategy. A secure Europe in a better
world. Council of the EU.

European Court of Auditors. (ECA) (2024). The EU Trust Fund for Africa Despite new approaches,

support remained unfocused. Special Report. 17.

European Union. (EU). (2022). Opening speech by President von der Leyen at the 6th European
Union-African Union Summit. Accessed on February 28th 2025. Available at

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/pl/speech 22 1142
Geneva, U. N. (2021). League of Nations. United Nations Office at Geneva.

Ghebremedhin, Daniel. Is the African Union an exact replication of the old OAU?. Diss. KDI
School, 2017.


https://au.int/AUReforms/overview
https://au.int/AUReforms/overview
https://au.int/sites/default/files/documents/33126-doc-framework_document_book.pdf
https://au.int/sites/default/files/documents/33126-doc-framework_document_book.pdf

Hackenesch, Christine, et al. "Green transitions in Africa—Europe relations: What role for the

European green deal." ETTG: Brussel, Belgium (2021).

Hartzenberg, Trudi. Regional integration in Africa. No. ERSD-2011-14. WTO Staff Working
Paper, 2011.

Hettne, Bjorn, and Fredrik Soderbaum. "Regional cooperation: a tool for addressing regional and
global challenges." International Task Force on Global Public Goods, Meeting Global
Challenges: International Cooperation in the National Interest, Final Report, Stockholm. 2006.

Huck, Winfried. "The EU and the Global Agenda 2030: Reflection, Strategy and Legal
Implementation." C-EENRG Working Papers 1 (2020): 1-26.

International Law Commission. (2011). Draft articles on the responsibility of international

organizations. Yearbook of the International Law Commission, 2.

Kaul, Inge. "Want to Take the Africa-EU-Partnership to the Next Level? Press the Reset
Button." CESifo Forum. Vol. 21. No. 02. Minchen: ifo Institut-Leibniz-Institut fiir
Wirtschaftsforschung an der Universitit Miinchen, 2020.

Lecompte, Dominique, and Thierry Vircoulon. "“Delenda est Cotonou?” The European Union and

the ACP States: A Partnership without Partners." (2021).
Lenz, Tobias. "The Rising Authority of International Organisations." (2017): 11.

Liu, Qiang, and Chen Pan. "Global Energy Outlook in the Context of Russia-Ukraine
Conflict." Annual Report on Chinas Petroleum, Gas and New Energy Industry (2022-2023).
Singapore: Springer Nature Singapore, 2024. 3-25.

Mattheis, Frank, Dimpho Deleglise, and Ueli Staeger. "African Union: The African political
integration process and its impact on EU-AU relations in the field of foreign and security
policy." Brussels: Directorate-General for External Policies, European Parliament’s Committee

on Foreign Affairs (AFET) (2023).

Medinilla, Alfonso, and Jean Bossuyt. "Africa-EU relations post-Cotonou." European Centre for

Development Policy Management (ECDPM), Briefing note no 110 (2019): 1.



The United Nations Office for the Cordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA), Global
Hunaitarian Overview. 2025. Accessed on 27 February 2025. Accessed on; Global Humanitarian

Overview 2025 [EN/AR/FR/ES] | OCHA

United Nations (UN). 3 February 2025. World Economic Situation and Prospects: Briefing, No.
187. Accessed on 22 February 2025. Available at. World Economic Situation and Prospects:

February 2025 Briefing, No. 187 | Department of Economic and Social Affairs

Online Sources, Websites

Africa Sustainable Development Report (2024). Reinforcing the 2030 Agenda and Agenda 2063
and eradicating poverty in times of multiple crises: the effective delivery of sustainable, resilient

and innovative solutions. Accessed on 6 March 2025. Available at; ASDR 2024 - V2.pdf

African Union (AU). (2020, June 6). The European Union Supports Africa’s COVID 19Continental
Response. Accessed on 16 July 2024. Available at, https://au.int/fr/node/38771.

African Union (AU). (2023). South Africa's President arrives in India to attend the G20 summit.
Retrieved from Accessed on 8 November 2024. Available at:

https://www.africanews.com/2023/09/08/south-africaspresident-arrives-in-india-to-attend-g20-

summit//.

African Union (AU). (2024, October 5). African Union's Landmark G20 Engagement: Shaping
Global Energy Transition and Driving Sustainability. Information and Communication
Directorate.  Press  Release:  Accessed on 16  July 2024. Available at:
https://au.int/sites/default/files/pressreleases/44162-prPR_G20_Energy_ Transition_Ministerial-

erratum.pdf.

African Union. (2015). Agenda 2063. The Africa we want. Accessed on 23 February 2022.
Available at 33126-doc-framework _document book.pdf

Delegation of the European Union to Zimbabwe. 7 November 2024. Global Gateway. Accessed
on 4 December 2024. Available at; https://www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/zimbabwe/global-
gateway_en#:~:text=Global%20Gateway%?20in%20Zimbabwe&text=This%20project%20will%
20safeguard%?20the,70%20million%20for%20Southern%20Africa.

European Commission Decision on the financing of a support measure in favour of the


https://www.unocha.org/publications/report/world/global-humanitarian-overview-2025-enarfres
https://www.unocha.org/publications/report/world/global-humanitarian-overview-2025-enarfres
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/publication/world-economic-situation-and-prospects-february-2025-briefing-no-187/
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/publication/world-economic-situation-and-prospects-february-2025-briefing-no-187/
https://repository.uneca.org/bitstream/handle/10855/50186/ASDR%202024%20-%20V2.pdf?sequence=2&isAllowed=y
https://au.int/fr/node/38771
https://www.africanews.com/2023/09/08/south-africaspresident-arrives-in-india-to-attend-g20-summit/
https://www.africanews.com/2023/09/08/south-africaspresident-arrives-in-india-to-attend-g20-summit/
https://au.int/sites/default/files/pressreleases/44162-prPR_G20_Energy_Transition_Ministerial-erratum.pdf
https://au.int/sites/default/files/pressreleases/44162-prPR_G20_Energy_Transition_Ministerial-erratum.pdf
https://au.int/sites/default/files/documents/33126-doc-framework_document_book.pdf
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/zimbabwe/global-gateway_en#:~:text=Global%20Gateway%20in%20Zimbabwe&text=This%20project%20will%20safeguard%20the,70%20million%20for%20Southern%20Africa
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/zimbabwe/global-gateway_en#:~:text=Global%20Gateway%20in%20Zimbabwe&text=This%20project%20will%20safeguard%20the,70%20million%20for%20Southern%20Africa
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/zimbabwe/global-gateway_en#:~:text=Global%20Gateway%20in%20Zimbabwe&text=This%20project%20will%20safeguard%20the,70%20million%20for%20Southern%20Africa

European Commission. (EC). (2022, 28 November). 9 months after the Summit: European Union
and African Union Commissions take stock of the implementation of the February Summit
commitments. Accessed on 22 February 2025. Available at,

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip 22 7247

European Commission. (EC). 29 January 2025. Global Gateway: The EU reinforces partnership
with Africa through the “Africa-EU Space Partnership Programme”. Accessed on 7 February

2025. Available at, https://international-partnerships.ec.europa.eu/news-and-events/news/global-

gateway-eu-reinforces-partnership-africa-through-africa-eu-space-partnership-programme-2025-

01-29 _en

European Commission. Accessed on 18 June 2022. Available at; Africa-EU Partnership - European

Commission

European Commission. Decision of 1.2.2024 On The Financing Of A Support Measure In Favour
Of The Republic Of Zimbabwe For 2024. Brussels, 1.2.2024 C(2024) 756 final.

European Parliament. Accessed on27 March 2025. Available at. The Treaty of Nice and the

Convention on the Future of Europe | Fact Sheets on the European Union | European Parliament

European Union (EU). (2016b). Shared vision, common action: A stronger Europe. A global
strategy for the European Union's foreign and security policy. Accessed on 15 November 2024.

Available at, https://www.eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/eugs

European Union (EU). (2022). 6th European Union - African Union Summit: A Joint Vision for
2030. Final  Declaration. Accessed on 2  February 2023. Available at,

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/54412/final _declaration-en.pdf

European Union (EU). (2023, December 18). Global Gateway- EU- Africa flagship projects.
Accessed on 11 July 2024. Available at, https://international-

partnerships.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-09/EU-Africa-flagship-projects-sep2023.pdf

Muchivenyika, Farirai. 20 June 2024. Zimbabwe is ready to expand EU trade relations. The
Herald. Accessed on 16 July 2024. Available at; https://www.herald.co.zw/zim-ready-to-expand-

eu-trade-relations/



https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_7247
https://international-partnerships.ec.europa.eu/news-and-events/news/global-gateway-eu-reinforces-partnership-africa-through-africa-eu-space-partnership-programme-2025-01-29_en
https://international-partnerships.ec.europa.eu/news-and-events/news/global-gateway-eu-reinforces-partnership-africa-through-africa-eu-space-partnership-programme-2025-01-29_en
https://international-partnerships.ec.europa.eu/news-and-events/news/global-gateway-eu-reinforces-partnership-africa-through-africa-eu-space-partnership-programme-2025-01-29_en
https://international-partnerships.ec.europa.eu/policies/africa-eu-partnership_en
https://international-partnerships.ec.europa.eu/policies/africa-eu-partnership_en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/sheet/4/the-treaty-of-nice-and-the-convention-on-the-future-of-europe
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/sheet/4/the-treaty-of-nice-and-the-convention-on-the-future-of-europe
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/eugs_
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/54412/final_declaration-en.pdf
https://international-partnerships.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-09/EU-Africa-flagship-projects-sep2023.pdf
https://international-partnerships.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-09/EU-Africa-flagship-projects-sep2023.pdf
https://www.herald.co.zw/zim-ready-to-expand-eu-trade-relations/
https://www.herald.co.zw/zim-ready-to-expand-eu-trade-relations/

Republic of Zimbabwe for 2024.Accessed on 16 July 16 July 16 July 2024. Available at;
file:///C:/Users/bingi/AppData/Local/Temp/6facf2b9-84ad-42¢2-8107-48a3¢20256bd _sm-2024-
c2024-756 zimbabwe_en.zip.6bd/C 2024 756 _F1 ANNEX EN VI Pl 3248850.PDF

Schuman Declaration. Available at; Schuman Declaration May 1950 | Accessed on 21 March 2025.

European Union

Selassie, A. A., and Kovacs, P. (2024). Africa faces new shock as war raises food and fuel costs.
IMF Blog. Accessed on 11 December 2024. Available at,
https://www.imf.org/en/Blogs/Articles/2022/04/28/blog-africa-faces-new-shock-as-war-raises-

food-fuel-costs

The Herald, 22 May 2023. President William Ruto calls for UN and AU Reforms. Accessed on 24

October 2024. Available at; https://www.herald.co.zw/ruto-calls-for-un-au-reforms/

UN OCHA. Southern Africa: Humanitarian Snapshot (As of June 2024). Accessed on 22 February
2025. Available at; Southern Africa: Humanitarian Snapshot (As of June 2024) | OCHA

United Nations (UN). 4 March 2025. Serious Negotiations Must Resume for Gaza Ceasefire, UN
Chief Tells Arab League Summit, Calls for Political Framework for Reconstruction.
SG/SM/22571. Accessed on 5 March 2025. Available at;
https://press.un.org/en/2025/sgsm22571.doc.htm

United Nations, Our Common Agenda Policy Brief 9 A New Agenda for Peace July 2023.

Accessed on 27 March 2025.Available at; our-common-agenda-policy-brief-new-agenda-peace-

en.pdf

United Nations. 2015. Accessed on 27 March 2022. Available at; Global Issues | United Nations

World Health Organization (2023). WHO Coronavirus (COVID-19) Dashboard, WHO
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Dashboard With Vaccination Data. Accessed on 1 November 2024.
Available at https://covid19.who.int/.

XVI BRICS Summit Kazan Declaration Strengthening Multilateralism For Just Global
Development And Security Kazan, Russian Federation October 23rd 2024. Accessed On October
31st 2024. Available At https://dirco.gov.za/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/XVI-BRICS-Summit-
Kazan-Declaration-23-October-2024.pdf.



about:blank
about:blank
https://european-union.europa.eu/principles-countries-history/history-eu/1945-59/schuman-declaration-may-1950_en
https://european-union.europa.eu/principles-countries-history/history-eu/1945-59/schuman-declaration-may-1950_en
https://www.imf.org/en/Blogs/Articles/2022/04/28/blog-africa-faces-new-shock-as-war-raises-food-fuel-costs
https://www.imf.org/en/Blogs/Articles/2022/04/28/blog-africa-faces-new-shock-as-war-raises-food-fuel-costs
https://www.herald.co.zw/ruto-calls-for-un-au-reforms/
https://www.unocha.org/publications/report/malawi/southern-africa-humanitarian-snapshot-june-2024
https://press.un.org/en/2025/sgsm22571.doc.htm
https://peacemaker.un.org/sites/default/files/document/files/2024/08/our-common-agenda-policy-brief-new-agenda-peace-en.pdf
https://peacemaker.un.org/sites/default/files/document/files/2024/08/our-common-agenda-policy-brief-new-agenda-peace-en.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/global-issues
https://covid19.who.int/
https://dirco.gov.za/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/XVI-BRICS-Summit-Kazan-Declaration-23-October-2024.pdf
https://dirco.gov.za/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/XVI-BRICS-Summit-Kazan-Declaration-23-October-2024.pdf

