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SUMMARY

On January 10, 1905, the Romanian National Party of Transylvania and Banat members'
decision to abandon passivism in favor of political activism marked a turning point in the political
evolution of Romanians living in the Kingdom of Hungary. This date and its associated event also
constitute the starting point of this doctoral thesis. It is not a chronological beginning, as many of
the aspects presented in the following chapters refer to earlier moments in time, some going back
as far as the mid-18th century. However, January 10, 1905, and the event associated with it mark
the emergence of some fundamental ideas and questions that arise from the analysis of this
historical episode: did the Romanians from Transylvania envision an alternative future to that
projected by the idea of union with Romania before 1918? Was the idea of the Romanian union a
concrete political project formulated by contemporary politicians, or was it rather a retrospective
construct of historiography, shaped by a teleological interpretation of Romanians history? What
did the shift to political activism signified, if not the adoption of a perspective that reflected the
reality of 1905 — one marked by the coexistence of Romanians with other nations in a multi- or
even supranational state?

Taking on many more nuances, forms, and ramifications, these questions form the
foundation of my research, which is centered around the political evolution and identity dynamics
of Romanians in Dualist Hungary — and, after 1918, in Transylvania as part of Greater Romania —
during the first decades of the 20th century, as well as the mutual interactions between these
elements. The transition to political activism — a decision that entailed the participation of
Romanians in parliamentary elections and debates — gave rise to two distinct patterns of response.
The main features of these responses generate a series of new dilemmas that are systematically
explored throughout this research. The first of them is illustrated by a representative excerpt from
Ioan Slavici's writings, dating from 1911: “When they decided to organize themselves in order to
send their trusted men to the Hungarian diet, the Romanians in the Hungarian Kingdom admitted
that freedom of development could be secured for within the existing Hungarian state and they
undertook to do everything humanly possible to secure it for themselves”. ! In contrast, a second

reaction is exemplified by the words of Octavian Goga, who, in the same year, emphasized that

Y loan Slavici, Sbuciumdri la romanii din Ungaria, Bucuresti, Editura Minerva, 1911, p. 6.



“the political fate of the Romanian nation can be guided along the right path by its own worthiness
than by the weakness of its adversary and that, in the end, whether we reconcile ourselves with the
Hungarian government or not, the only decisive formula for our existence remains: ‘through
ourselves’”.?

What, then, led Goga and Slavici — two prominent figures of the Romanian cultural sphere,
both deeply committed defenders of Romanian national identity — to adopt such contrasting
positions regarding the political future of Romanians in Dualist Hungary? While Goga's stance
can be interpreted as aligned with the historical developments that culminated in 1918 with the
formation of Greater Romania, Slavici’s position is more surprising. He appeared to advocate a
Hungarian-Romanian collaboration, accepting the prospect of a future within the framework of the
Hungarian state. In fact, this position reflects the perception shared by an entire generation of
intellectuals and ordinary Romanians in 1911: the idea of a Romanian nation-state that would
include Transylvania and Banat was, at that point, still inconceivable to many. Thus, while
operating from the same national identity framework as Goga, Slavici promoted an alternative path
— the possibility that Romanian nationhood could be asserted within a multinational state, through
cooperation with the Hungarian authorities. In light of these considerations, the present doctoral
thesis aims to deconstruct and analyze these divergent attitudes and strategic choices, along with
their complex implications for the identity formation and political approaches of Romanians
during the first decades of the 20th century.

In Romanian historiography — and especially in the international scholarship — the past few
decades have witnessed a steady re-evaluation and a gradual abandonment of the teleological
interpretations that once dominated the histories of the nations of the former Austro-Hungarian
Monarchy. Traditional narratives assumed a predetermined trajectory of these ethnic groups
toward the creation of independent nation-states, framed as an inevitable outcome of the empire’s
disintegration. However, starting in the late 20th century scholarly research has increasingly
incorporated evidence of the significant socio-economic and institutional progress achieved by the
Dualist Monarchy prior to World War I. Moreover, this research tendency has brought to light the
diverse political orientations of representatives of various nationalities, many of whom explored
political alternatives beyond the nation-state model. These new approaches also highlight the

diversification of identities embraced by individuals and communities — identities which, beyond

2 Octavian Goga, Ce e ,, Tribuna” zilelor noastre?, Arad, Institutul Tipografic ,,Tribuna”, 1911, p. 69-70.



nationality, included a range of other affiliations that played a decisive role in shaping political
attitudes. Notably, many of these attitudes shared a vision of a common future within a reformed,
multinational monarchy.

This doctoral thesis argues that, at the beginning of the 20th century, Romanians in Dualist
Hungary considered several possibilities for their national development, not limited to the goal of
creating an independent nation-state. Among these alternatives was the idea of maintaining
coexistence with other ethnic groups through meaningful reforms within the existing multinational
framework. The first part of this research examines the evolution of political ideas and options
among Romanians in the Hungarian Kingdom during the early decades of the 20th century, with
a focus on the ideological transformations and strategic approaches shaped by the socio-political
context of the time. Although national interests formed the foundation of most political initiatives,
these were evidently accompanied by various economic, social, and pragmatic considerations on
the part of their supporters. Nevertheless, beyond these more or less self-interested motivations, a
crucial factor in the formulation of such political projects was the set of identities shaped and
embraced by Romanians as inhabitants of a multinational state.

In this context, returning to loan Slavici’s stance on the tactics of political activism, another
key research question arises: what ideological convictions, identity affiliations, or forms of loyalty
might have argued Slavici’s choice to advocate collaboration with the Hungarians? A first (and
almost absurd) interpretation might suggest the exclusion of national identity as a motivating
factor, which, by contrast, appears to lie at the core of Octavian Goga’s radical position. However,
Slavici’s numerous affirmations of attachment to the Romanian nation contradict such a view. His
writings — whether in the press, in contemporary pamphlets, or in his memoirs — offer clear
evidence of additional loyalties that complemented, rather than contradicted, his national identity.
This pattern is also evident in the case of many Romanian intellectuals living in Dualist Hungary,
whose multifaceted identities form the focus of the second part of this study.

In spite of numerous historiographical studies dealing with the aforementioned themes and
topics, the wealth of available primary sources still allows for new interpretations that aim to
complement existing research and to clarify certain historiographical controversies and dilemmas.
The primary sources used in this doctoral dissertation include memoirs, diaries, correspondence,
contemporary writings, parliamentary and electoral speeches, political programs, and press

articles. These sources are particularly relevant given that the main socio-professional category



analyzed is the political and intellectual elite of the Romanian population in Transylvania and
Banat. At times, however, trying to extend the area of research on the general population, literature,
electoral statistics and censuses were also used throughout the research.

Regarding the research methodology, the primary method employed is textual analysis,
supplemented by comparative and prosopographical approaches. The study is both thematically
and chronologically structured, moving progressively from general aspects to contextual and
specific developments within the examined topics. The dissertation is organized into two main
parts, as reflected in the title: Politics and Identity. The first part of the Politics section offers an
overview of the Romanian political movement in Dualist Hungary between 1905 and 1914.
Although this topic has received considerable attention in the existing literature, a re-evaluation of
the political evolution of Romanians within the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy remains necessary —
both due to the need for a renewed analytical framework and because of its continued relevance in
today’s context, where history is often interpreted teleologically and used to support contemporary
political agendas. Moreover, a deeper understanding of the dynamics of Romanian political life in
Dualist Hungary directly contributes to the central aim of this doctoral thesis: to explore the
relationship between the political sphere and identity, and the ways in which they mutually
influenced each other during the period in question.

Before the four chapters of the first part, the dissertation opens with a concise overview of
the main political, economic, and social coordinates of the Dualist Monarchy at the beginning of
the 20th century. This introductory section highlights the upward trajectory of the empire’s
development — a dynamic that, at the time, offered little indication of its future collapse. The first
chapter focuses on the supporters of the activist orientation within Romanian political nationalism,
a movement inaugurated by the Romanian National Party’s conference on January 10, 1905. It
analyzes the shift from passivism to political activism and the consequences of this transformation,
particularly in relation to the demands for territorial autonomy in Transylvania. The second chapter
addresses the governmental-activist orientation within the Romanian political movement in
Dualist Hungary, with particular emphasis on the program of the Romanian Moderate Party. The
third chapter offers a brief examination of the Romanian socialist group in the Hungarian
Kingdom. Its aim is to underscore the ideological diversity within the Romanian political
landscape and to situate Romanian socialism within the broader context of a growing transnational

movement that increasingly attracted support across the Monarchy’s various nationalities. The



final chapter of this first part provides an analysis of the electoral behavior of Romanians in Dualist
Hungary at the beginning of the 20th century.

The second section of the first part of the thesis examines the main political orientations
and projects of the Romanian national movement in Transylvania at the beginning of the 20th
century. The first chapter focuses on representatives of the traditional-dynastic faction, who
advocated for the federalization of the Habsburg Monarchy and maintained strong loyalty to the
imperial ideal and the Habsburg dynasty. The following chapter analyzes the faction within the
Romanian National Party (NRP) that supported collaboration with the authorities in Budapest,
with particular attention to the responses generated by the Romanian-Hungarian negotiations
between 1910 and 1914. The final chapter of this section addresses the radical wing of Romanian
nationalism, represented by the Steeled group — one of the key factions that contributed to the
intergenerational tensions within the Romanian national movement in Transylvania during the
1910s.

The second part of the paper explores the issue of identity, offering a series of analyses
focused on the identity attachments of Romanians and the ways in which these attachments were
negotiated and managed. The introductory section provides the theoretical and terminological
framework for understanding the concept of identity. The first chapter examines various forms of
identity embraced by Romanians in Dualist Hungary — such as patriotism, citizenship, civic
identity, dynastic loyalty, and regional identity — which, alongside national identity, contributed to
the construction of a complex identity framework. This multifaceted identity was shaped by the
experience of coexistence with diverse nations and communities within the Habsburg Monarchy.
The second chapter addresses the identity choices of Romanian officers in the Austro-Hungarian
common army. It builds on the previous chapter’s discussion and offers a concrete example of how
multiple identities were assumed, balanced, and reconciled in a specific socio-political context.
The third chapter investigates a topic largely marginalized in Romanian historiography: the
national indifference. It seeks to explore the relevance of this concept to the identity dynamics of
Romanians in Dualist Hungary, and examines how everyday attitudes — often at odds with
nationalist discourses — might be interpreted within this theoretical framework.

The final chapter of the thesis examines the identity attitudes of Romanians in
Transylvania, highlighting the oscillation between authentic identity, pragmatic adaptation, and

political strategy, while extending the research chronology into the early interwar period. An



overview of the sources used in this chapter underscores the importance of considering the
personal, material, and political interests of the elites who shaped both identity narratives and
political discourse. The structure of this chapter is organized around two major identity stances
that defined the political evolution of Transylvanian Romanians in the early years of Greater
Romania: Transylvanian regionalism and identity pragmatism. The discussion on pragmatism is
further developed in a final subchapter that explores the professional trajectories and intellectual
contributions of three representative figures of the Romanian intelligentsia in Transylvania —
individuals whose careers began in the late 19th century and extended into the interwar period.
The conclusion of the thesis synthesizes the key findings regarding the relationship between
politics and identity, offering responses to the central questions raised in the introductory section.

Finally, it is important to briefly emphasize the necessity and originality of this scholarly
approach, considering the large number of existing studies and analyses in historiography that
focus on the political and national movement of Romanians in the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy,
and particularly in Dualist Hungary. One of the key arguments in this regard concerns the
persistence of a teleological perspective in a large part of the earlier research, which has often
interpreted Romanian history as a linear and inevitable progression toward national unification
and independence. The increasing emergence of studies that distance themselves from this
interpretive model reflects a necessary and constructive shift: it allows for a reconstruction of the
Romanian historical experience that is more faithful to the complexity of the past, and it aligns
Romanian historiography with international trends that have, for some time now, rejected the idea
that the disintegration of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy was predetermined before the First
World War. Moreover, the constant references to the broader regional and international context —
contexts that shaped and constrained political choices — help to reframe the Romanian experience
within a comparative framework, illustrating that the evolution of the Romanian political
movement was part of a wider process experienced by other nationalities of the Habsburg
Monarchy.

Equally, the originality and relevance of this doctoral dissertation lie in its engagement
with themes that have been either underexplored or approached from new perspectives. It
examines the electoral behavior and representativeness of Romanian politicians in Dualist
Hungary, investigates the multiple and sometimes contradictory identity affiliations assumed by

Romanians, and places particular emphasis on issues such as national indifference. The study of



Romanian officers in the Austro-Hungarian common army, for instance, offers a fresh perspective
on identity negotiation within a specific socio-professional category, while also applying the
concept of multiple identity

Finally, this scientific approach seeks not only to answer the questions formulated in the
introduction and developed throughout its chapters, but also to generate new topics of debate and
hypotheses that may open further research directions. Beyond its initial objectives, this doctoral
thesis aims to offer an original perspective on themes already explored in historiography, while
also advancing new conclusions and lines of inquiry regarding the political and identity evolution

of Romanians in Dualist Hungary.
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