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In my doctoral dissertation, I examine the role of community celebrations of the Orthodox 

in the eastern part of Harghita County, in Casin, a patch of Szeklerland, in the context of the 

formation of identity structures. I introduce the village and its denominational composition, and in 

the rest of my thesis I examined the impact of community celebrations through the relationship 

between ethnicity and language use and different denominations. In my research, I seek to find 

answers to the question of how the Orthodox community in a village with a Hungarian identity 

and a predominantly Roman Catholic religion experiences its everyday life, its holidays, and its 

fateful events, and what role these community holidays play in the development of the identity 

structure. 

I examine linguistic and anthropological assimilation. One of the other questions is why they 

use the language of the majority, given their nationality, and how this affects their lives, religion 

and identity. They speak Hungarian to each other, but do they know Romanian? And how does this 

phenomenon vary between different generations? When and under what external influence did the 

change of denomination take place? How do the people living here today perceive religion? What 

are the rites that have been partially or completely adopted from other denominations, and what is 

the relationship between the two denominations, and how do the majority relate to the minority?  

I have also examined the role of the cemetery of Doboi, part of the village of Kászonimpér, 

in shaping the identity of the deceased, the burial customs of the present-day Orthodox community, 

the customs of visiting the cemetery and the commemorative customs of the relatives of the 

deceased. I also look at the demographic structure of the village, the reasons for and the imprint of 

the change of denomination, the emergence and impact of state and church efforts, and the 

development of relations. 

In my research, I used both qualitative and quantitative methods, i.e. interviewing, 

participant observation, and visual anthropological tools in the collection process. I also considered 

it important to observe my respondents in situations where the presence of the researcher is less 

distracting, such as conversations with friends, shared work activities, holidays, different events.  
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In addition to the semi-structured interviews, I supplemented my observations with diary 

notes and photo and video recordings. In my research, I primarily used the method of interviewing 

and participant observation. 

In my research I aimed to be representative and to ensure that all age groups and social strata 

were represented. I collected photographs and written documents from my interviewees' family 

archives and related to the topic, which I organised and digitised.  

My work was made difficult by the negative experiences my respondents had previously had 

with members of the press who had previously interviewed them. It took a few conversations and 

meetings to get my interviewees to open up and answer my questions honestly, to be open to 

talking.  

In addition to interviewing, I was present at all community celebrations (Easter, Pentecost, 

Water Baptism, Christmas) and I was also able to collect material at family events with the consent 

of the interviewees (funerals, reception of coledealers).  

I also observed respondents in different life situations. And I recorded my observations in a 

field diary. I attended various church and family events where I could be present as a community 

member and observing researcher. These occasions gave me the opportunity to get to know this 

Orthodox community better, as well as the family and community dynamics. On most of these 

occasions I was able to take photographs, which faithfully reflect the diversity of the events.  

The interviewees also shared personal information with me, so I have kept the information 

provided during the interviews confidential and have avoided mentioning them by name, as it is 

important to the anonymity of the interviewees. I have therefore coded the interviews and used 

them anonymously in my dissertation. As part of the village community, I have tried to participate 

in community events, develop friendships and, last but not least, become an integral part of the 

community. 

Throughout the writing of the dissertation, I have always tried not to let the information 

presented be influenced by my subjective opinion, so I interpret and present it through an objective 

lens. Of course, it is impossible to avoid subjectivity on the part of the data provider, just as it is 

impossible to avoid the activation of the reader's point of view in this process. This threefold 

attitude - researcher, data user and reader - is thus a chain that accompanies and influences the 

research throughout. 
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In my research, I also seek to work with literature and archival data in addition to working 

with data users. I have also considered it important to research the historical background of the 

topic, I have also examined archival documents found in the parishes of Casin and not yet 

processed, and I have analysed and processed and examined the unexplored data.  I conducted 

archival research in the State Archives of Harghita County, the Archbishop's Archives of Alba Iulia, 

and the Archives of the Archdiocese of Alba Iulia in Miercurea Ciuc. I have also explored the 

records of the Roman Catholic parishes of Casinu Nou, Iacobeni and Casin. I organised the 

documents found here into a database and then structured them into tables, so that the data set was 

transformed into transparent, analysable tables. I also reviewed and used material from national 

and international literature (anthropological, ethnographic, historical and theological). 

In my dissertation, after the introduction, there is a theoretical part in which I briefly 

introduce the topic of my research, and then I give a detailed account of the research methodology. 

In the third chapter, I discuss the issue of Greek Catholicism in Transylvania. In the previous 

chapter, I will also examine the Greek Catholic issue in the region of Casin, and in the chapter 

before concluding the dissertation, summarising the research findings, I will examine the 

contemporary identity structure in Casin, i.e. the elements along which Orthodox identity is 

composed. I also discuss the issues of language and religion, and present the customs of the people 

of today.  Here, of course, I will not only look at customs (folkways, use of space, etc.), but also 

at the levels of social coexistence, and of course at the interrelations between inter-religious 

coexistence and religious life. 

In the course of my research, I was able to find answers to the question of how Orthodox 

people living in a predominantly Roman Catholic village with a Hungarian identity experience 

their holidays and what role they play in the formation of their identity. I was also able to find out 

to what extent linguistic assimilation is observed in the community, thus revealing the specificities 

of the community. I also found answers to how the events of rite change and religious conversion 

have shaped the dynamics of the community, and where and how Romanian and Hungarian are 

used today. 
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The results of this research can be summarised as follows:  

 

1. Resettlement. In most of the accounts of the inhabitants of the villages in the region, the 

Romanian population in the villages was brought to the region by resettlement. This is 

also the origin of the names of the Romanian families that arose in the village, which 

have survived to the present day. There is no written document about this displacement, 

but it is mentioned in the accounts of my informants as a fact. However, it is a fact that 

there are mentions of Romanian surnames from before the time of the generally 

mentioned displacement and, in the absence of written evidence of the displacement, this 

narrative is not exclusive. 

 

2. The change of the Greek Catholic-Roman Catholic rite. For a long time, the Greek 

Catholic and Roman Catholic religions coexisted in the commune. The years 1941 and 

1943 were decisive in the life of the Greek-Catholic population of Casin, when in 

Kasonjakabfalva and Kasonújfalva masses of people chose to convert from Greek 

Catholicism to Roman Catholicism. Church documents show that they all chose the new 

religion voluntarily and of their own free will. 

 

 

3. Confessional change from Greek Catholic to Orthodox. The Greek Catholics not only 

chose the Latin rite, but some of them joined the Orthodox Church. After the disbanding 

of the Greek Catholic Church by the state in 1948, the Greek Catholics in Doboi who did 

not convert to Roman Catholicism between 1941 and 1943 were switched to Orthodox. 

The conversion in this case was not initiated by the people, but in general people were 

more or less indifferent to it. In the minds of the people of Doboi, the change of 

confession was not seen as an external imposition, but as an opportunity, as the Orthodox 

priest continued to serve the community in place of the Greek Catholic priest.  

 

4. Institutional use of language. The use of the Romanian language is institutionalized 

mainly in the family, and Hungarian is used in everyday life, even in religious 

expressions and prayer. In addition to the interviews, I was present at all community 
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celebrations (Easter, Pentecost, Epiphany, Epiphany, Christmas) and was also able to 

collect material at family events with the consent of the interviewees (funerals, carol 

singers' reception).  

 

 

5. Language used in funeral rites. Both languages are used in the funeral service as well as 

in inscriptions on wreaths or obituaries. The burial ritual and the mixture of languages at 

the funeral are also significant, as the priest's sermon in Romanian is followed by the 

cantor's farewell speech in Hungarian. This is probably also due to the fact that not 

everyone understands Romanian and most elderly relatives do not speak Romanian. The 

use of the language in the funeral ceremony, as well as the donation or alms, is also a 

specific gesture because of the content of the donation.  

 

6. The use of inscriptions in the cemetery is also specific, as here the inscriptions on the 

identifiable funerary crosses are in Romanian, Hungarian and mixed languages, 

reflecting the specificity of the local identity. The use of various commemorative signs 

is also a means of symbolic expression for the community. The language of the epitaphs 

changed after the dissolution of the Greek-Catholic Church (1948) and the number of 

Hungarian inscriptions was significantly reduced. 

 

 

7. Use of the cemetery. The use of the cemetery and the church by the Greek Catholics is 

also peculiar, because in Doboi both the cemetery and the church belonged to the Greek 

Catholic Church, but in Casinu Nou the Roman Catholic chapel was used for services, 

while their cemetery was later donated to the Roman Catholic Church and annexed to 

the local cemetery.  

 

8. Mixing of customs. The customs of burial and commemoration of the dead in Doboi 

partly reflect the Roman Catholic burial customs in the other localities of the commune. 

The Day of the Dead commemoration customs in Doboi are the same as those of the 

Roman Catholics in the villages of the commune, with only one difference in the date. 
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Therefore, there is a clear interaction between the villagers and their customs, as the 

respondents themselves share their experience. This mix of customs is most commonly 

reported by those who converted from Catholic to Orthodox religion. 

 

 

9. Reconciliation of conflicts. The commune was not characterized by ethnic conflicts. 

These conflicts were rare, minor and usually occurred in times of changing political 

situation, but in everyday life there was a peaceful coexistence among the locals, who 

were present at the main stages of each other's lives and were baptized and buried 

together with the rest of the community. 
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