
Babeş-Bolyai University 

Doctoral School 

„History. Civilization. Culture”

Manor houses and estates in medieval 

and early modern Bögöz 

Doctoral thesis 

Supervisor:  

Dr. Rüsz Fogarasi Enikő 

Final-years student, 

Tassaly Dóra 

Cluj-Napoca 

2025 

Summary



Table of Contents 

Introduction           6 

Motivation, research justification, and methodology     10 

1. Bögöz in the Middle ages and Modern era      17 

1.2 Historical mentions of the local community      17 

Censuses and payments         23 

Appointments and migrations        29 

1.3 Formation, development and fragmentation of the Mugeni/Bögöz estates  30 

2 The relationship between the village and the nobility     35 

Bögözi family           40 

Farkas family           44 

Borsai Nagy family          48 

Korda family           51 

Ugron family           56 

Toldalagi- Bethlen family         60 

Bánffy family           66 

Mikó family           67 

Battha family           69 

Kornis family           70 

Teleki family           73 

Ownership tranfer manor houses between families      74 

3. The role of nobles family         78 

3.1 Nobles families as patrons of churches       82 

3.2 Historical evens and the nobility of Mugeni/Bögöz     92 

4. Parts of the community: the manor houses               100 

4.2 Their fate and ownership relations                108 

5. Examination of manor houses                 116 

5.2 Identification of manor houses on maps                119 

5.3 Field reports and survey results                 127 

5.4 Changes in manor houses over time                 144 

5.5 Structure and construction of the building               145 

Existing manor house                     145 

Lost manor house                   147 

5.6 Furnishings and objects of manor houses based on censues             173 

Existing manor house                   174 

Lost manor house                   176 

Houses to the right of the gate                 178 

House on the left side                    180 

Outer and Inner courtyards                  183 

In the palace                    184 

The writing house, outer house                 188 

Guest house                    190 

The lord’s day room                   190 

Living room                    192 

Women’s house                   194 

Little „botba”                    197 

House of the young ladies                  200 

House of the noblewomen                  205 

House under the chimney                  207 

Bastion-shape house                   207 



House of the young men        209 

Side house          209 

Prefect’s house         209 

Bedroom inside the prefect’s house       211 

Privies and the porch         212 

Cellar under the manor house       213 

In the kitchen          220 

In the baking house         222 

In the pantry          223 

The carriage shed         225 

The servant’s house         226 

The steward’s house         227 

The granary          233 

In the second granary         237 

The estate manager’s house and separate rooms     239 

In the farm or stable         241 

The barnyard garden.         245 

In the brewery house         247 

The mill and the miller’s house       248 

The lower and upper inns of Mugeni/Bögöz      251 

Inventory of animals         252 

Various counted plants        255 

5.7 Surveys of other manor houses       256 

5.8 Conclusions based on inventories      260 

6. Research finding on the manor houses of Mugeni/Bögöz   270 

Appendices          293 

  



 

Manor houses and estates in medieval and early modern Mugeni/Bögöz 

 

The landowning nobility played a defining role throughout Europe during the Middle 

Ages and the early modern period, particularly in social and economic aspects. In this regard, 

Transylvania occupied a unique position: due to its geographical and political characteristics, 

it exhibited both distinctive features and alignment with broader European processes. The 

case of Mugeni/Bögöz is not merely of local significance but also relevant within a wider 

historical and social context. From the medieval period onward, the Transylvanian nobility 

had a considerable influence on the region’s social, economic, and political development. 

Their legal privileges, landholding structures, and cultural status all contributed to the unique 

character of Transylvania. This provides an opportunity to examine how the Transylvanian 

nobility adapted to sweeping changes such as the Reformation, the centralization of princely 

power, or Habsburg rule, and how these transformations manifested in a small settlement 

like Mugeni/Bögöz. Thus, this research fits into the broader discourse of historical studies, 

which also addresses the role and transformation of the nobility at the local level. 

The church of Mugeni/Bögöz and its archaeological excavation had already drawn 

interest, as the findings suggested that noble families were present in the village at a higher-

than-average proportion, making further research justified. Through this investigation, the 

system of noble landownership and its social embedding can be mapped while also gaining 

deeper insight into their material culture within a rural environment. Consequently, the study 

holds significance not only from a historical perspective but also from social and economic 

history viewpoints. Analyzing the estates and their owners offers an excellent opportunity to 

understand how local power relations operated, how communities were shaped, and what 

role the noble class played in the development of the village and the region. By examining 

the local nobility as an integral part of the settlement hierarchy, we can gain insight into how 

they contributed to broader social and economic processes. 

In my research, I have paid particular attention to manor houses, whose history 

initially became known primarily through their owners. I was especially interested in how 

certain noble estates were fragmented and eventually disappeared and what factors lay 

behind these processes. This topic also provides an opportunity to reconstruct the daily life 

of a manor house and to highlight the importance of such research, as the traces of rural 

estates are continuously diminishing. There is a growing concern that the preservation of 

manor houses is not prioritized, even though they represent valuable cultural and 



architectural heritage for a community. A comprehensive study could help bring greater 

attention to these historical landmarks. 

My main research question focuses on the role that noble manor houses played in the 

development of local communities and how landownership patterns reflect broader socio-

economic changes. My aim is to use Mugeni/Bögöz as a case study to provide insight into 

the development and unique characteristics of the medieval and early modern Székely 

region. The examination of estates and their owners in Mugeni/Bögöz is closely linked to 

Transylvanian social and economic history research, and by considering the broader context, 

I seek to uncover the significance of noble landownership. My specific goal is to investigate 

the social, economic, and cultural role of noble estates in Mugeni/Bögöz throughout the 

Middle Ages and the early modern period. Additional research questions include how noble 

estates in Mugeni/Bögöz evolved over time, what social and economic roles these estates 

played in village life, and how noble families influenced the development of local 

communities. Furthermore, I explore to what extent the general perception of the Székely 

nobility holds true in this micro-region and how it manifests in concrete ways. I am also 

curious about the possibilities of cultural heritage preservation and how my research might 

contribute to strengthening local identity, similar to the case of the church. 

Overall, my research is not only significant for the local history of Mugeni/Bögöz 

but also contributes to a broader understanding of the social and political development of the 

Transylvanian region. It offers an opportunity to map the operation of noble estates and their 

material culture, as well as to examine the role they played in local communities. My 

findings may help to understand the importance of smaller estates for larger noble families, 

the economic benefits they provided, and the strategic purposes they served. Through this 

research, we can gain deeper insight into the formation of noble identity and the relationship 

between landowning elites and the rural population. Thus, in the case of Mugeni/Bögöz, this 

study could serve as a model for the examination of other Transylvanian estates, extending 

beyond its regional significance. 

Literature review 

The research integrates archaeological and archival investigations, resulting in the 

identification of noble manor houses and estates, as well as the exploration of their historical 

significance. This approach has contributed to viewing the Transylvanian nobility from a 

new perspective, as the study of manor houses and rural lifestyles provides essential insights 

into the structure of Transylvania, particularly during the examined period. Although 

numerous works have been written about the Székely nobility—most notably the 



contributions of Judit Balogh analyzing their intellectual and material heritage within a 

specific settlement in the manner undertaken in this study is not a common practice.1 Both 

Margit B. Nagy2 and Elek Benkő3 have touched on the topic of nobility and their way of life 

in several of their works, yet few researchers have approached the subject in this way, 

making this study relatively novel. From a local historical perspective, Zsolt Nyárádi4 has 

achieved significant results in the field and has actively contributed to this research. The 

unique aspect of this study lies in its synthesis of archaeological and archival data, an 

approach also present in Nyárádi’s research. The overarching goal of this scholarly work is 

to create a comprehensive investigation that offers insight into noble life, their environment, 

and their transformations, with a particular focus on a specific estate. 

The literature on this topic can be categorized into several areas. The historiography 

of noble families draws from a variety of sources, with a particular emphasis on the work of 

local historians. Among the general works, Balázs Orbán’s Székelyföld leírása (Description 

of Székely Land) stands5 out as one of the most important sources on 19th-century Székely 

Land. Although the work must be approached with caution today, it remains indispensable 

for anyone seeking information on the early history of a Székely settlement. Another key 

source is the Székely Oklevéltár (Székely Charter Collection), old and new series,6 initially 

compiled by Károly Szabó and Lajos Szádeczky, with the latest edition edited by Lajos 

Demény. These collections offer valuable insights into the legal and social status of the 

Székely nobility through charter records, making them fundamental to any local historical 

research. 

Regarding the social history of the Székely people and issues related to nobility, the 

works of Judit Balogh are particularly noteworthy, especially her studies on medieval social 

structures and noble privileges.7 In terms of Transylvanian architectural heritage and manor 

houses, the research of Géza Entz8 is indispensable, as he conducted thorough investigations 

in architectural history, making his work essential for studying buildings in the region. 

Similarly, László Dávid’s A középkori Udvarhelyszék művemlékei (Medieval Monuments of 

 
1 Balogh 2005, Balogh 2011. 
2 B.Nagy 1970, B.Nagy 1973. 
3 Benkő E 1993, Benkő E 1992, Benkő E 2016, Benkő E—Demeter—Székely 1997, Benkő E—Székely 

2008, B.Nagy 1970, B.Nagy 1973. 
4 Nyárádi 2013. Nyárádi 2015, Nyárádi 2016. 
5 Orbán 1982. 
6 SzOkL I-VIII, SzOkL új I-VIII. 
7 Balogh 2005, Balogh 2011. 
8 Entz G 1943, Entz G 1992, Entz G 1994, Entz G 1996. 



Udvarhelyszék) is worth mentioning, as it contains valuable information, including details 

on Mugeni/Bögöz.9 

Elek Benkő’s research is significant in the study of medieval Székely history, 

providing essential foundations through his archaeological findings while also offering 

valuable insights into the region’s social and economic conditions.10 From the perspective 

of Bögöz, the work of Margit B. Nagy11 is particularly outstanding, as she was the first to 

present a detailed history of the manor houses in Mugeni/Bögöz. Her research serves as a 

fundamental source on this topic and is indispensable for studying local noble families. This 

line of inquiry has been furthered by the archaeological findings of the Ferenczi István and 

Géza, Zsolt Nyárádi’s12 local historical studies, which have contributed to a more detailed 

understanding of the region. 

In terms of genealogical research, Iván Nagy’s Magyarország családai czímerekkel 

(Families of Hungary with Coats of Arms)13 and József Pálmay’s14 family history volumes 

provide a comprehensive overview of the past and origins of noble families. These works 

help trace the kinship and social networks of the noble families of Mugeni/Bögöz, which, 

when compared with archival sources, offer valuable insights for local historical studies. 

Finally, already published local history research also plays a crucial role. The 

monograph Bögöz,15 for example, provides a wealth of useful information on the settlement’s 

history, built heritage, and local community. These sources collectively formed the 

foundation of this research, providing a solid basis for developing my analyses and 

conclusions. 

Methodology 

The primary goal of my research is to provide a comprehensive overview of the 

history of the selected settlement, incorporating both archaeological excavations and 

historical analyses. Particular attention was given to smaller rural heritage monuments, 

which, despite their cultural significance, are often neglected and left to decay. Their 

importance is undeniable, as they embody elements of folk culture. Consequently, my 

research is structured around three main pillars. The first focuses on the historical overview 

 
9 Dávid 1981. 
10 Benkő E 1993, Benkő E 1992, Benkő E 2016, Benkő E—Demeter—Székely 1997, Benkő E—Székely 

2008, B.Nagy 1970, B.Nagy 1973. 
11 B.Nagy 1970, B.Nagy 1973.  
12 Nyárádi 2013. Nyárádi 2015, Nyárádi 2016. 
13 Nagy II-XI. kötet. 
14 Pálmay 1999, Pálmay 2003. 
15 Kardalus 2001a, Kardalus 2005. 



of the settlement, examining local events and developments. The second pillar involves 

investigating the noble families associated with the settlement, analyzing their local presence 

and social roles. Lastly, the third aspect is the study of manor houses, which I conducted 

through the analysis of archival and archaeological sources. 

Throughout the research process, I adopted a multidisciplinary approach, integrating 

archaeology, history, and local historiography. By combining archival research with 

archaeological findings, I was able to approach the subject from a new perspective, providing 

a more comprehensive understanding of the settlement’s history. The data collection process 

began with a review of existing local historical studies, followed by archival research 

conducted in the archives of Miercurea Ciuc (Csíkszereda), Târgu Mureș (Marosvásárhely), 

Cluj-Napoca ( Kolozsvár), and Budapest. Examining these sources was essential for placing 

events in their proper historical context and clarifying many aspects that would have 

otherwise remained uncertain. 

In addition to archival research, I also incorporated archaeological data, including 

small-scale excavations and non-invasive survey methods such as field surveys and drone 

photography. The research was carried out with the active assistance of Zsolt Nyárádi, a 

researcher from the Haáz Rezső Museum, who closely followed and contributed to the 

process. Digitalization of archival materials played a key role in data processing, while the 

analysis of inventories and estate records provided valuable insights into the economic and 

social conditions of the estates, as well as the lifestyle of the noble families. 

As a result, my research remained focused on the manor houses and landowners of 

Mugeni/Bögöz, with particular emphasis on 18th- and 19th-century inventories found in the 

archival legacies of the Korda, Bethlen, Wesselényi, and Rhédei families. The study of these 

records enabled an in-depth examination of the economic structure and social relations of 

the estates. However, it is important to highlight that, despite reviewing a wide range of 

archival materials, certain sources were inaccessible, and research was hindered by the 

disruptions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. The lack of access to larger-scale 

archaeological excavations also posed challenges to conducting a more precise analysis. 

Nonetheless, by utilizing the available sources, I was able to construct a detailed 

representation of the settlement’s past and its cultural heritage. 

Results 

In line with my research objectives, I aimed to examine the everyday life of the local 

community, with a particular focus on aspects that had not been previously studied. The 

analysis of archaeological field surveys and archival sources made it possible to reconstruct 



the noble manor houses, which in itself is a significant achievement. These estates were not 

only crucial for the nobility and leading figures (lófők) but also served as central elements 

of the local society, playing an undeniable economic and cultural role. However, the 

recognition of their importance within regional archaeology has been insufficient until now. 

Mugeni/Bögöz has been inhabited since the Iron Age, and from the 11th–12th 

centuries, it was permanently settled by the Telegdi Székely-s. Throughout the medieval 

period, it gradually became an important regional center, largely due to the influence of noble 

families. My research successfully verified the inheritance patterns and local connections of 

the Bögözi, Farkas, Borsai Nagy, Korda, Ugron, Iktári Bethlen, Mikó, and Battha families, 

shedding light on their historical presence in the area. Additionally, I touched upon the 

Kornis, Bánffy, and Teleki families, though their roles require further investigation. The 

study also uncovered the intricate relationships among noble families, which were often 

shaped by marriage alliances and land transactions. Despite occasional conflicts, cooperation 

generally characterized their interactions, contributing to the development of the settlement. 

One of the most significant findings of this research is the confirmation of two manor 

houses and the precise identification of their locations. Previously, historical sources only 

mentioned a single manor house, making this discovery a major contribution to a deeper 

understanding of Mugeni/Bögöz’s history. The analysis of archival documents and estate 

inventories allowed for the reconstruction of the changes in the manor houses' furnishings, 

reflecting both the economic conditions and cultural aspirations of the local nobility. The 

increasing presence of furniture, household items, and luxury goods (such as pianos, gilded 

paintings, and mirrors) suggests that the nobility of Mugeni/Bögöz actively followed the 

economic and artistic trends of Transylvanian society. The patronage activities of the nobility 

played a crucial role in the life of the local community, particularly in ecclesiastical 

construction. The multiple reconstructions of the church would not have been possible 

without the financial support of the noble families. From the 15th century onward, 

continuous expansions and modernizations took place, transforming the original 

Romanesque church with Gothic and later Reformation-era architectural elements. 

Surviving records indicate that most noble families actively participated in these projects, 

either through direct financial contributions or by overseeing construction efforts. 

Overall, my research highlights that the noble community of Mugeni/Bögöz not only 

sought to maintain its estates and social status but also actively shaped the settlement’s 

economic and cultural life. The development of manor houses, the relationships among noble 

families, and their role in religious architecture all contributed to making Mugeni/Bögöz a 



historically significant settlement, essential to understanding the broader history of Scaunul 

Odorhei (Udvarhelyszék). The examination of agriculture and animal husbandry in Bögöz 

is essential for understanding local economic conditions, particularly based on information 

found in historical records. By analyzing land use and production practices, a clear picture 

emerges of Scaunul Odorhei’s agrarian economy in the 16th and 17th centuries, which was 

significantly influenced by poverty and warfare. Animal husbandry and agriculture were 

inseparable, as one of the main purposes of crop cultivation was to provide fodder for 

livestock, while livestock farming helped maintain soil fertility. 

Among the tools used for agriculture, wooden plows with iron components were 

widespread, along with various carts and farming implements. The primary crops included 

wheat, oats, barley, and millet, with rye appearing in the 18th century. However, emmer 

wheat cultivation is only mentioned once in the records. Local beer brewing was also a 

documented activity, practiced by the nobility in Mugeni/Bögöz, though only for a limited 

time. Overall, my findings confirm that agricultural activities in Mugeni/Bögöz closely 

aligned with the agrarian conditions of Scaunul Odorhei. Agriculture and animal husbandry 

were in a strong interdependent relationship, and while production conditions changed over 

the centuries, the local community adapted accordingly. Despite hardships and the 

constraints of the feudal system, local farming persisted and, in the long term, ensured the 

livelihood of both the nobility and the village, mostly in a self-sufficient manner. 

The results of my archaeological research were validated through excavation probes, 

aerial imagery analysis, and field surveys. These methods confirmed that the site was not 

only inhabited but also served as a significant economic hub. The uncovered stone walls and 

decorated ceramic fragments clearly indicated noble presence, which was further supported 

by inventory analysis. These archival sources not only supplemented but also provided new 

perspectives on noble lifestyles and estate management. Examining the former furniture, 

household items, and building structures allowed for a reconstruction of everyday life during 

the period. Further research may reveal additional details about the noble families in the 

region, with a current focus on a property that once belonged to the Iktári Bethlens. Although 

the original building no longer stands, archival records and archaeological data have allowed 

us to outline a hypothetical architectural evolution, which could be fully verified through 

comprehensive excavation. In contrast, the still-standing Ugron manor presents a more 

promising outlook, as it offers numerous opportunities for showcasing cultural and historical 

values. 



The utilization of these buildings holds significant potential, particularly for rural 

tourism. A well-structured project could create not only financial but also intellectual and 

cultural value while contributing to the preservation of our historical heritage. Ultimately, 

the study of the relationship between the nobility and the local community in Mugeni/Bögöz 

has revealed that noble families were not only economic and political power holders but also 

key social and cultural figures. These connections were evident not only in the relationships 

between the nobility and commoners or religious institutions but also in social structures, 

development, and architecture. The findings of this research extend beyond the boundaries 

of Mugeni/Bögöz. They highlight how the cooperation between nobility and local 

communities played a crucial role in shaping the social, cultural, and economic structure of 

Transylvania. This provides valuable insights not only into local history but also into the 

broader relationship between the Transylvanian nobility and rural society. The history of 

Mugeni/Bögöz’s nobility, their estates, and their manor houses is a reflection of the complex 

processes in which society holds the responsibility of preserving cultural traditions and 

economic values. By doing so, our cultural heritage is not only maintained but can also 

flourish. This is why I consider it essential that such research continues to be published and 

expanded, ensuring that we do not merely understand but also honor and pass down this 

legacy for future generations. 
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