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The doctoral thesis entitled "The Institution of the Church and Society within the Greek-

Catholic Deanery of Băsești (1856-1930)" falls within the domain of ecclesiastical history. Its 

primary objective is to explore various chapters of the history of communities, the Romanian 

Church, and the educational system in the Codru region between 1856 and 1930. The analysis 

of these elements is based on archival documents and supported by general and specialized 

scholarly works. 

On one hand, this approach offers a detailed examination of the local ecclesiastical 

structures, alongside an investigation into the deanery, parishes, branches, and, to a secondary 

extent, the educational system. Special attention is given to the role of priests and teachers within 

the Romanian Teachers' Union of Sălaj, the Băsești and Astra's Branch Circles, and the Credit 

Institution. On the other hand, this study aims to analyze the involvement of local elites, 

particularly priests and teachers, in the national movement of the Romanians in Sălaj and their 

contribution to the realization of the Great Union in 1918. 

In conducting this research and writing this paper, I have utilized a variety of historical 

records and documentary sources, including original documents from archival collections, 

ecclesiastical schematism records and censuses, published documents, and contemporary press 

articles. 

This paper underscores the importance of the work carried out by priests and teachers 

during the second half of the 19th century and the first half of the 20th century. The ecclesiastical 

framework in which they operated was also home to George Pop de Băsești, who, starting from 

December 1, 1918, became a leader of the Romanians in Transylvania and the President of the 

historic National Assembly in Alba-Iulia. 

Structurally, this work is divided into six chapters, preceded by the Introduction and 

followed by the Conclusions, Bibliography, and Appendices. 

Chapter 1, The Geographical and Historical Framework of the Greek-Catholic Deanery 

of Băsești, serves an introductory purpose. It begins with a physical and geographical description 

of the area, followed by an account of key events in church life in Transylvania up to the mid-

19th century. The chapter also discusses the administrative and territorial evolution, along with 

the ethnic and confessional structure of the communities that formed part of the Greek-Catholic 

Deanery of Băsești between 1850 and 1930. The former Greek-Catholic Deanery of Băsești was 
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located in the northeastern part of the historical Sălaj County, bordering Sătmar, and included 

villages such as Bârsău de Sus and Bârsău de Jos (now part of Satu Mare County), as well as 

Asuaju de Sus, Asuaju de Jos, Băsești, Băița (now known as Băița de sub Codru), Urmeniș, 

Odești, Tămășești, Ariniș, Stremț, Săliște, Vicea, Someș-Uileac, Mânău, Tohat, Sălsig, and 

Gârdani are located on the western side of what is now the territory of Maramureș County. 

During this period, all of the aforementioned localities, which previously belonged to the 

Greek-Catholic Deanery of Băsești, were also part of the Cehu Silvaniei district from an 

administrative standpoint. In the meantime, the Cehu Silvaniei District was included in the 

Comitatus of Solnocul de Mijloc. Starting in 1876, it was decided that it would become part of 

the Comitatus of Sălaj, and after the Great Union, it was officially incorporated into Sălaj County. 

The data analysis from the censuses conducted between 1850 and 1930 provides valuable 

insights into the ethnic diversity of the Codru area. Another notable finding from this analysis is 

that Romanians represented 89% of the population at the ecclesiastical level. This majority 

position was maintained for an extended period. Alongside the Romanians, other ethnic groups 

coexisted, each distinguished by their political stance, economic and social position, language, 

customs, clothing, culture, and religion. Among these groups, Hungarians and Jews were 

particularly significant. Between 1850 and 1930, in terms of religious affiliation, the Greek-

Catholic population was dominant in the localities of the Greek-Catholic Deanery of Băsești, 

while coexisting with religious minorities such as Greek-Catholics, Reformed Christians 

(Calvinists), Roman Catholics, Evangelicals (Lutherans), Unitarians, Baptists, and Israelites 

(Mosaic). 

Chapter II: The Greek-Catholic Deanery of Băsești – Organization and Functioning is 

dedicated entirely to the institution of the deanery, as it played a central role in connecting the 

eparchy and the parish, serving as the decision-making authority in ecclesiastical matters, and at 

times acting as a judge in issues concerning the laity. It also had a significant influence on family 

life, as well as on the social, political, and national state of the communities in the area. The 

chapter begins with an examination of the origins of the deanery and proceeds with an in-depth 

look at its creation and evolution until the mid-19th century. 

A key moment in the evolution of the Greek-Catholic Church in Sălaj was the 

establishment of the Vicariate of Silvania in 1810, with its seat in Șimleu Silvaniei, by Bishop 

Ioan Bob. This institution was responsible for coordinating not only the religious life of historical 

Sălaj County but also the educational system, culture, and even the economy, all while 

advocating for the preservation of the Romanian language and culture. 

From 1856 to 1930, the Greek-Catholic Deanery of Băsești functioned under the 
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jurisdiction of the Vicariate of Silvania and the Episcopal See in Gherla. This period is followed 

by a detailed presentation of the structure and evolution of the District of Băsești between 1856 

and 1930. Specific data regarding the deanery's structure, as well as the growth in the number of 

believers within the deaneries, parishes, and branches, is also included. Furthermore, the analysis 

focuses on the number of parishes, branches, churches, and priests, detailing their administrative 

functions as archpriests, administrators, cooperators, or chaplains. The role of the archpriest is 

examined in terms of its typology, with an emphasis on the responsibilities, rights, and 

appointment procedures, supported by concrete examples drawn from archival documents 

pertaining to several cases from the Greek-Catholic District of Băsești. 

The function of the archpriest has been examined from the perspective of its typology, 

with a focus on the role, duties, and rights of the archpriests, as well as their appointment process, 

supported by concrete examples drawn from archival documents related to several cases in the 

Greek-Catholic District of Băsești. It can be stated with certainty that the primary methods of 

appointing priests to the position of archpriest were direct appointment and promotion to a higher 

position. In both cases, the final decision always rested with the Episcopal See. At the conclusion 

of this thematic unit, we included the biographies of the three archpriests who were in charge of 

managing the deanery district of Băsești between 1856 and 1930: Grigore Pop (1815-1901), 

Alexiu Varna (1841-1922), and Alexandru Achim (1885-1935). 

Chapter III: The Greek-Catholic Parish and the Rural Community provides details about 

the social background and education of the priests, their income, and their material 

circumstances. The most substantial section of the chapter is dedicated to reconstructing the long 

list of ministering priests and the evolution of churches in the parishes and branches of the Greek-

Catholic Deanery of Băsești between 1856 and 1930. A significant portion of this chapter is 

devoted to presenting the biographical profiles of the 70 ministering priests from the 15 parishes 

and 4 branches of the Greek-Catholic Deanery of Băsești. In these biographical sketches, we 

emphasize their origins, intellectual formation, family background, career progression, and key 

moments in their sacerdotal careers. 

The final section of this thematic unit, Ecclesiastical Buildings and Church Property, 

summarizes information about the Greek-Catholic communities and the evolution of church 

construction in the localities of the Greek-Catholic Deanery of Băsești. Additionally, we have 

included details about the restoration and improvement of church buildings, brief descriptions of 

the churches, the liturgical books, and other valuable information about the material condition 

of the parish communities, as presented in the parish inventories. 

Chapter IV: The Participation of Priests and Teachers in the National Movement of the 
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Romanians from Sălaj and in the Accomplishment of the Great Union examines the 

modernization of Romanian rural society, a process that would not have been possible without 

the contributions of the School and the Church, particularly the enormous efforts of priests and 

teachers. We have chosen to highlight key aspects of their activities, especially within the 

Romanian Teachers' Union of Sălaj and the Romanian Teachers' Association, with a focus on the 

Băsești branch circle. In addition, we analyze the movement within the Association, and by the 

end of the chapter, we emphasize the dedication of priests and teachers in the funding and 

management of the Credit Institution in the area. 

During the second half of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th century, the 

activities of these institutions were supported by the archpriests who worked towards the 

development of the Romanian confessional schooling system. They, alongside qualified teachers 

and priests, played a crucial role in the modernization of Romanian society. Historian Cornel 

Sigmirean affirms that "the Romanian clergy played a key role in the formation of certain 

categories of intellectuals." The result of the efforts of priests and teachers was the emergence of 

an elite within the Romanian communities, who, alongside George Pop de Băsești, fought for 

the defense of national rights and prepared society for the Great Union. 

Within the Branch Circle of Băsești, which was part of the Romanian Teachers’ Reunion 

of Sălaj (R.I.R.S.), several notable figures led the association and developed a significant activity 

plan, especially after 1880. These individuals included: Grigore Pop and Alexiu Varna (president 

from 1902 to 1919), Ioan Chira (vice-president from 1896 to 1911, teacher in Băsești, and former 

general cashier of the R.I.R.S. from 1881 to 1887), Ștefan Timoc (1872-1874), Constantin 

Berariu (1874-1979), teacher in Stremț, Elia Jugan (1880-1885), teacher in Odești, and George 

Șimonca (1885-1918), teacher in Asuaju de Sus, all of whom served as notaries. 

After the Great Union in 1918, the leadership of the teachers' subsection within the 

Teachers’ Association of Sălaj in the Comitatus of Cehu Silvaniei was assumed by: Gheorghe 

Șimon from Ariniș (1919-1926), Paul Miclea from Cehu Silvaniei (1926-1932), and Eugen 

Șimonca from Asuaju de Sus. Their initiative, acquired positions, and implemented activities 

made several teachers from the schools in the former Greek-Catholic Deanery stand out, 

including: Ioan Buta from Asuaju de Jos, Gheorghe Șimon from Ariniș, Paul Miclea from Bârsău 

de Jos and Cehu Silvaniei, Petru Tarția from Stremț, Vasile Ștefuțiu from Sălsig, Eugen Șimonca 

from Asuaju de Sus, and Vasile Robu from Băsești. 

The involvement of intellectuals from the Greek-Catholic Deanery of Băsești (priests, 

teachers, lawyers, economists, and functionaries) in the Teachers' Association of Sălaj, and later 

within the Băsești Division of Astra (1913-1940), triggered a series of profound changes in 
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Romanian society over seven decades. These individuals were the architects of the 

modernization process in Romanian rural communities and the champions of national liberation. 

The actions of local elites—particularly priests and teachers—within Astra at the turn of the 19th 

and 20th centuries played a pivotal role in fostering national consciousness and instilling a sense 

of national pride among Romanians. These events laid the groundwork for the Great Union in 

1918. 

The dedication and efforts of the leaders of the Băsești Division of Astra, composed of 

the elite of the villages—priests, teachers, lawyers, and functionaries—supported the actions of 

the Association both locally and at the county level. The rich activity of Astra in Sălaj was the 

result of the continuous efforts of intellectuals led by remarkable personalities among the 

Romanians of Sălaj. Some of these figures included: George Pop de Băsești, Alimpiu 

Barbulovici, Andrei Cosma, Ioan Nichita, Vasile Pop, Antoniu Băliban, and later, after the Great 

Union, Elena Pop Hossu-Longin, Vasile Gavriș, Alexandru Achim, and Laurențiu Bran. 

Priests and teachers from the Codru area played an active role in the organization and 

management of financial institutions and banks in Sălaj, which contributed to the support and 

promotion of Romanian national culture. The three banking institutions—Silvania in Șimleu 

Silvaniei, Sălăjana in Jibou, and Codreana in Băsești—were crucial in the economic and cultural 

upliftment of the Romanians in Sălaj. Under the capable leadership of George Pop de Băsești 

and Andrei Cosma from Bârsău de Sus, priests and teachers from the localities of the Greek-

Catholic Deanery of Băsești fostered the growth of Romanian society, which finally began to 

take the necessary steps toward modernization. The establishment and management of Credit 

Institutions, cooperative organizations, and consumer institutions in Romanian villages were not 

only the result of national leaders but also of the priests and teachers who contributed to their 

creation and development. Some of these individuals even became investors and contributors to 

their modernization, and in certain cases, they assumed leadership positions. 

Chapter V, The Participation of Priests and Teachers in the National Movement of the 

Romanians from Sălaj and in the Accomplishment of the Great Union, examines the political 

activities of the elites between 1856 and 1914, the participatory role of Romanians in the Deanery 

of Băsești during the First World War, and the involvement of priests on the home front. It also 

highlights the engagement of priests and teachers in the events of autumn 1918, the appointment 

of delegates for the electoral district of Cehu Silvaniei to the National Assembly in Alba Iulia on 

December 1, 1918, and the subsequent political careers of some of them after the Great Union. 

The church members of Sălaj consistently supported George Pop de Băsești in all his 

electoral campaigns within the electoral district of Cehu Silvaniei and in the most significant 
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historical moments for Romanians, such as the Memorandum movement and the establishment 

of state unity in 1918. 

On May 28, 1892, a delegation of over 300 people from all corners of Transylvania, led 

by the executive committee of the Romanian National Party, gathered in Vienna to present the 

Memorandum to the Austrian Emperor. Among them were local leaders from Sălaj: George Pop 

de Băsești and Andrei Cosma, as well as representatives from the Codru area: Emil Bran, priest 

in Biușa and later in Băița; Antoniu Băliban, priest in Unimăt, Acâș, and later in Băsești; Andrei 

Centea, priest in Asuaju de Jos; Ioan Chira, teacher in Băsești; Cocian Florian, lawyer in Cehu 

Silvaniei; Ioan Lengyel, priest in Stremț; Oșian M., landowner in Bârsău de Sus; Florea Pop, 

economist in Băsești; Vasilică Pop, economist in Băsești; Ioan Pop, priest in Someș-Uileac; 

Ștefan Pop, priest in Babța; Demetriu Suciu, lawyer in Cehu Silvaniei; Ioan Vașvari, priest in 

Bârsău de Sus; and Mihai Bohățel, landowner in Supurul de Sus, who later became the director 

of the Codreana Bank in Băsești. 

The outbreak of the First World War had a significant impact on one of the most vital 

components of Romanian society: the schooling system. The situation created by this devastating 

conflict forced teachers and choir members to enlist in the Austro-Hungarian army, while 

children were required to take on agricultural responsibilities. The aftermath of the war led to a 

surge in charitable activities, in which priests played a vital role by subscribing to war loans and 

organizing fundraisers, as well as collecting agricultural products for the soldiers and for the 

communities devastated by the war. 

During the First World War (1914-1918), a large number of Romanians from the villages 

and communes of the Greek-Catholic Deanery were compelled to join the Austro-Hungarian 

army and were sent to the front lines. The military contribution of the Romanians from the 

villages and communes in the Greek-Catholic Deanery of Băsești was significant, with 576 

heroes losing their lives in the process. 

The First Romanian National Assembly for the historic Sălaj county convened in the 

commune of Băsești during a meeting on November 9, 1918, in the home of George Pop de 

Băsești, the president of the Romanian National Party. The establishment of the CNR (Romanian 

National Council) and GNR (Romanian National Guard) in Băsești served as an example for 

other villages in the Codru area. These localities also began forming assemblies and national 

guards between November and December 1918. Throughout this process, priests and teachers 

played an important role in motivating the population. Key figures among the CNR 

representatives included Second Lieutenant Alexandru Vaida, lawyer Mihai Pop, and Cornel 

Centea, who, as dismissed members, contributed significantly to the formation of these 
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institutions. 

The following priests were documented as presidents of the Romanian National Councils 

in the localities of the Deanery of Băsești: Alexandru Achim, Ioan Pop, Demetriu Cionca, Vasile 

Gavriș, Alexiu Varna, Vasile Cotețiu, Ioan Coste, and Alexandru Achim, who also served as 

commander of the Romanian National Guard in Băsești. Alongside the priests, teachers played 

an essential role in leadership positions within the communal councils. Notable examples include 

George Șimon, who was elected president of the council in Ariniș, and George Șimonca, who 

became the elected vice-president of the CNR in Asuaju de Sus. Other teachers held notary 

positions, such as Ioan Chira in Băsești, Pompei Hossu in Tămășești, Emil Cionca in Bârsău de 

Jos, Gavril Drăgan in Odești, and Emil Șimonca in Asuaju de Sus. 

The assembly of Romanian representatives from the electoral circle of Cehu Silvaniei 

took place on November 27, 1918. The goal of this assembly was to elect five representatives 

who would attend and represent the circle at the National Assembly in Alba Iulia on December 

1, 1918. The following individuals were chosen: Dr. Alexandru Pop, a lawyer from Cehu 

Silvaniei and nephew of Archdeacon Grigore Pop; Ioan Costea, priest in Someș-Uileac; 

Alexandru Vaida, notary of the CNR; George Maior, priest in Băița; and Vasile Gavriș, priest in 

Odești. The substitutes selected were Simion Mărieș, a peasant from Sălăţig, and Vasile Fălăuş, 

a peasant from Nadișul Român. Another delegate, Alexiu Varna, the archpriest of the District of 

Băsești, was initially supposed to attend the National Assembly in Alba Iulia. However, due to 

his advanced age, he decided to delegate Demetriu Cionca from Bârsău de Jos to attend in his 

place. The authorization document was handed to Father Demetriu Cionca, who represented the 

Greek-Catholic Deanery of Băsești at the National Assembly in Alba Iulia. 

In addition to the delegates chosen by the Electoral Circle of Cehu Silvaniei, other notable 

members attended the National Assembly in Alba Iulia. These included the director of the 

Codreana Bank in Băsești and Lieutenant Alexandru Chiș from Odești. Both accompanied the 

esteemed George Pop de Băsești, president of the Romanian National Party, on his journey to 

the momentous national event in Alba Iulia. 

The organization of the Romanian National Party in Sălaj was honorably managed by 

Vicar Alimpiu Barbulovici until 1914, followed by Vicar Alexandru Gheție until his death in 

1922. In 1923, the leadership of the Romanian National Party in Sălaj was transferred to 

members of the secular elite. Between 1923 and 1927, lawyer Gheorghe Pop de Oarța served as 

president of the party organization in Sălaj and became the first Romanian prefect after 1918. He 

was succeeded by lawyer Alexandru Aciu, director of the Silvania Bank, who also served as 

prefect of Sălaj during the first national and peasant government from 1928 to 1931. 
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After the Great Union, the Romanian National Party began losing its influence in 

Transylvanian political life. Parties from the Old Kingdom expanded into the counties, and many 

priests chose to join them. In our area of focus, Emil Bran, the Memorandum Priest, was elected 

as a Senator for the Liberal National Party in Maramureș from 1920 to 1922 and in Sălaj from 

1922 to 1926. It is also important to mention Ioan Coste, the priest from Someș-Uileac and a 

long-time collaborator of George Pop de Băsești, who joined the Populist Party led by General 

Alexandru Averescu. He became one of Sălaj’s deputies from 1926 to 1927. 

The final chapter of this paper, titled Interconfessional Tensions in the Codru Area, 

addresses the turbulent period between 1926 and 1929, when several parishes from the Greek-

Catholic Deanery of Băsești threatened to abandon the Greek-Catholic faith and convert to 

Orthodoxy. The protests from the believers in Băița, Odești, Băsești, and Someș-Uileac had 

economic motivations behind them. The misunderstandings between teachers and priests were 

speculated upon, but thanks to the timely intervention of representatives from the Greek-Catholic 

Bishopric of Gherla, as well as investigations conducted by the state authorities through the 

Prefecture of Sălaj County and the School Inspectorate, the issue was resolved. 

The paper concludes with the Conclusions, Bibliography, and Appendices, which include 

maps, tables, documents, and a photo album that further enrich the scientific research presented. 

In summary, this work aims to highlight the role of the Greek-Catholic church system, 

and especially the teachers, in shaping the political life of Sălaj between 1856 and 1930. The fact 

that Romanians made up the majority of the population in the Deanery of Băsești and had capable 

leaders played a crucial role in enabling the institution to assert itself as a dominant ecclesiastical 

force during this period. The Greek-Catholic Church in this region influenced not only church 

life but also the administration, social structures, and cultural and political development of the 

Romanian communities in the Codru area. It was one of the most significant deaneries in the 

Vicarage of Silvania and the Greek-Catholic Bishopric of Gherla. 

The distinctive activity of the archpriests, priests, and teachers—who were guided by the 

capable leadership of George Pop de Băsești and actively engaged in the national movement for 

the Romanians of Transylvania in the late 19th and early 20th centuries—contributed 

significantly to the preservation of national identity, the advancement of the Church and the 

educational system, and the realization of the state unity of all Romanians. 
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