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SUMMARY

Keywords: The Romanian Association For Tightening Relations With The USSR
(ARLUS), House of Administration and Surveillance of Enemy Assets (CASBI), General
Commissariat of Armistice Execution (C.G.A.E.A.), Commission 24 Horses Purchase, Allied
Control Commission (C.Al.C.), Romanian Commission for the Application of the Armistice
(C.R.P.A.A)), Armistice Convention of September 12, 1944, quotas, C.R.P.A.A. delegate, the
commissioner of the C.Al.C., Prefecture of Satu Mare County, repatriation of Soviet citizens,
Satu Mare, sovietization through culture.

The Armistice Convention of September 12/13, 1944 and its consequences on Romania
constitute a present subject of post-December historiography, but, we consider, insufficiently
exploited. At the national level, both the general framework of the execution of the Armistice
Convention and its consequences are quite well outlined in volumes of documents, general
works, special works, studies and specialized articles. But at the local, county level, this topic
did not receive the same attention from historians, the few publications that were written
addressed, more thoroughly or tangentially, only certain aspects related to the execution of the
provisions of the Armistice Convention. There are several specialized articles and studies that
address the application of the Armistice Convention at the regional or county level, and among
these we can mention those written by Nicolae lonescu?, lon Zainea?, Loredana Tanasie®,
Eusebiu Narai*. But no county benefits, until this moment, from a work that holistically
approaches this theme, although the archival sources offer a wide variety of interesting
information, many of which are new.

In this context, the doctoral thesis titled Under the Burden of the Armistice. Satu Mare
County in the first post-war years is written, which tries to fill this gap in the history of Satu

Mare County, by presenting how the provisions of the Armistice Convention were executed, as

! Nicolae lonescu, , Consecintele aplicarii Conventiei de Armistitiu din 12 septembrie 1944 asupra Moldovei”, in
Acta Moldaviae Meridionalis, 2001-2003, 22-24, nr. 1, pp. 481-494.

2 Jon Zainea, ,,Contributia judetului Bihor la plata datoriei de razboi a Romaniei ih anul intai al aplicdrii Conventiei
de Armistitiu cu Natiunile Unite (12 XI 1944-12 XI 1945)”, in Crisia, nr. XXXIV, 2004, pp. 253-262; Idem, , Aspecte
privind aplicarea Conventiei de Armistitiu in judetul Bihor (1945-1946)", in BADARAU, Gabriel, CLIVETI, Gheorghe,
COJOCARIU, Mihai, (coord), Istoria - o meditatie asupra trecutului. Profesorului Vasile Cristian la a 65-a aniversare,
Editura Tipo Moldova, lasi, 2001, pp. 435-453.

3 Loredana Tanasie, ,Aplicarea articolelor Conventiei de Armistitiu pe teritoriul judetului Timis-Torontal (1)”, in
Memorial 1989, 1 (11), 2013; Idem, , Aplicarea articolelor Conventiei de Armistitiu pe teritoriul judetului Timis-
Torontal (I1)”, in Memorial 1989, 2 (12), 2013.

4 Eusebiu Narai, ,Aplicarea Conventiei de Armistitiu in judetul Severin (1944—1947)”, in Tibiscvm, Arheologie,
8/2018, p. 253-268.



well as the consequences of their application on the county. Starting from this motivation, we
have established the following hypothesis which is the basis of the elaboration of the thesis:
Satu Mare County was deeply affected by the punctual execution of the articles of the
Convention. The vast majority of these articles influenced, more or less, the political,
demographic, social and cultural situation, but the most serious impact was the severe economic
crisis that affected the county in the first post-war years.

To carry out this work, our scientific activity was based on the study of a vast documentary
material, provided by the County Office of the National Archives of Satu Mare, on the local
press published during the analyzed period, on the decree-laws relating to the organization and
execution of the Armistice Convention, published in the Monitorul Oficial, but also on a vast
bibliography.

The main source of information used in the elaboration of this thesis is the documents,
identified in several archival funds within the National Archives, Satu Mare County Office, such
as: Fond Prefectura judetului Satu Mare, Fond Prefectura judetului Satu Mare, seria
Armistitiul, Fond Prefectura judetului Satu Mare, seria 7 (fosta serie S), Comitetul Judetean
PCR Satu Mare, Arhiva PCR, Fondul 24 — Asociatia ARLUS - filiala Satu Mare. For more than
a year, several hundred files were studied, from which over 30,000 documents related to the
application of the Armistice Convention in the county were photocopied, among which seria
Armistitiul, from Fond Prefectura judetului Satu Mare, was fully researched.

The organization of the execution of the provisions of the Armistice Convention was
registered in a legislative framework consisting of dozens of decree-laws, issued in the period
1944-1948 and which were studied in Monitorul Oficial.

For the study of ARLUS activity in Satu Mare county, we found important information in
the media of the time, especially in the daily newspaper ,, Satmarul” and in the Baia Mare
weekly newspaper ,, Colt de tara”.

The historiography of the Armistice Convention of September 12, 1944 is, at the moment,
rich enough to provide an overview of how the application of its provisions influenced the
evolution of Romania in the years that followed. Numerous general or specialized works present
the general historical context that ultimately led to the signing of the Armistice Convention, the
circumstances in which the Convention was signed, but also the vast consequences it generated.

In order to better understand the aspects related to Romania’s participation in the war

against the Soviet Union and the consequences it generated, we consulted a series of general



works and syntheses such as those edited by Academia Romana®, Florin Constantiniu®, Nicolae
Ciachir’, Vlad Georgescu®, Dinu C. Giurescu®, loan Scurtu and Gheorghe Buzatu®, Nicolae
Baciu'!, Mihai Birbulescu, Dennis Deletant, Keith Hitchins, Serban Papacostea and Pompiliu
Teodor!?

Among the collections of documents used for the study of the period between 1945-1947,
it is worth mentioning the volumes edited by loan Scurtu'®, loan Chiper, Florin Constantiniu si
Adrian Pop!4, Academia Romani®®, Marcel-Dumitru Ciuca'®, Antonio Faur!’ si Marin-Radu

Mocanu?8.

5 Academia Romana, Istoria Romdnilor. Volumul IX, Editura Enciclopedica, Bucuresti, 2008.

6 Florin Constantiniu, O istorie sincerd a poporului romén, Editura Univers Enciclopedic, Bucuresti, 1997.

" Nicolae Ciachir, Marile Puteri si Romdnia 1856-1947, Editura Albatros, Bucuresti, 1996.

8 Vlad Georgescu, Istoria romdnilor de la origini pdnd in zilele noastre, Editura Humanitas, Bucuresti, 1992.

° Dinu C. Giurescu (coord), Istoria Romdniei in date, Editia a Il-a revizuitd si ad3ugitd, Editura Enciclopedic3,
Bucuresti 2007.

10 1oan Scurtu, Gheorghe Buzatu, Istoria romdnilor in secolul XX, Editura Paideia, Bucuresti, 1999.

11 Nicolae Baciu, Agonia Roméniei 1944-1948, Editura Dacia, Cluj Napoca, 1990.

12 Mihai Barbulescu, Dennis Deletant, Keith Hitchins, Serban Papacostea si Pompiliu Teodor, Istoria Roméniei,
Editura Enciclopedicd, Bucuresti, 1998.

3 |oan Scurtu, (coord), Roménia. Viata politicd in documente. 1945, Editura Arhivelor Statului din Romania,
Bucuresti, 1994; loan Scurtu, (coord), Romdnia. Viata politicd in documente, 1946, Editura Arhivelor Statului din
Romania, Bucuresti, 1996; loan Scurtu, (coord), Romdnia. Viata politicd in documente. 1947, Editura Arhivelor
Statului din Romania, Bucuresti, 1994.

14 loan Chiper, Florin Constantiniu, Adrian Pop, Sovietizarea Roméniei. Perceptii anglo-americane (1944-1947),
Editura Iconica, Bucuresti, 1993.

SAcademia Romana, Misiunile lui A.l. Vésinski in Romdnia. Documente secrete, Institutului National pentru
Studiul Totalitarismului, Bucuresti, 1997.

16 Marcel-Dumitru Ciuca, Stenogramele sedintelor Consiliului de Ministri. Guvernarea Constantin Sdndtescu, vol.
I, (august—noiembrie 1944), Editura Saeculum I. O., Bucuresti, 2011; Idem, Stenogramele sedintelor Consiliului de
Ministri. Guvernarea Constantin Sdndtescu. vol. Il (20 octombrie-29 noiembrie 1944), Editura Saeculum I. O.,
Bucuresti, 2012; Idem, Stenogramele sedintelor Consiliului de Ministri: guvernarea generalului Nicolae Rddescu (6
decembrie 1944-28 februarie 1945), Editura Saeculum I. O., Bucuresti, 2013; Idem, Stenogramele sedintelor
Consiliului de Ministri. Guvernarea Dr. Petru Groza. Instaurarea regimului pro-comunist, vol. | (7 martie—27 iulie
1945), Editura Ordessos, Pitesti, 2014; Idem, Stenogramele sedintelor Consiliului de Ministri. Guvernarea Dr. Petru
Groza. Instaurarea regimului pro-comunist, vol. Il (24 august 1945-28 februarie 1946), Editura Ordessos, Pitesti,
2015; Idem, Stenogramele sedintelor Consiliului de Ministri. Guvernarea Dr. Petru Groza. Instaurarea regimului
pro-comunist, vol. Ill (14 martie 1946-31 ianuarie 1947), Editura Istros, Braila, 2017; Marcel-Dumitru Ciuca, Elena
Teodora Ciuca, Stenogramele sedintelor Consiliului de Ministri. Guvernarea Dr. Petru Groza. Instaurarea regimului
pro-comunist, vol. IV (1 februarie 1947-30 mai 1947), Editura Istros, Braila, 2020.

7 Antonio Faur, Mdsuri legislative si economico-administrative de aplicare a Conventiei de Armistitiu (septembrie
1944-1945). Documente, Fundatia Culturala , Cele trei Crisuri”, Oradea, 1995.

18 Marin-Radu Mocanu, (coord), Roménia si Armistitiul cu Natiunile Unite. Documente, vol. I, Directia Generala a
Arhivelor Statului, Bucuresti, 1995.



For the study of the same period, at the national level, we also used a series of special
works or studies and articles. Among the special works, those of the authors Florian Banu®,
Gheorghe Buzatu?®, Constantin Corneanu?®! si Gheorghe Onisoru?? stand out.

Among the authors of studies and articles, we can mention Marian-Alin Anuta®®, Adrian
Cioroianu?*, Valeriu Dobrinescu?®, Teodora Giurgiu®®, George Damian Mocanu?’, Loredana
Tinasie?® and others.

The papers, articles and studies dealing with the situation of Transylvania and the
northwest of the country, including Satu Mare county, after the signing of the Armistice
Convention were also very important in the elaboration of the thesis.

A general approach to the transition period towards the communist totalitarian regime, for
the north-western Transylvania, | found in the publications of the authors Claudiu
Porumbicean®® and Gheorghe Onisoru®. It provides us with valuable information about the
installation of the Soviet administration in Northern Transylvania, the restoration of the
Romanian administration, Hungarian revisionism, the state of mind of the population of
Northern Transylvania and its relations with the Soviet army, the deportation of the Swabians
from Satu Mare County, the economic situation of the counties in this region autors like Nicolae

1% Florian Banu, Asalt asupra economiei Romdniei de la Solagra la Sovrom (1936-1956), Editura Nemira, Bucuresti,
2004.

20 Gheorghe Buzatu, Romdnia si Marile Puteri (1939-1947), Editura Enciclopedicd, Bucuresti, 2003.

21 Constantin Corneanu, Sub povara marilor decizii. Romdnia si geopolitica Marilor Puteri (1941-1945), Ed. a 2-a
revazutd si adaugita, Editura Cetatea de Scaun, Targoviste, 2013.

22 Gheorghe Onisoru, Romdnia intre anii 1944-1948, transformdri economice si realitdti sociale, Editura Fundatiei
Academia Civica, Bucuresti, 1998.

23 Marian-Alin Anuta, ,Sovietizarea Romaniei — semnarea Conventiei de Armistitiu cu URSS — septembrie 1944”,
in Historica., 2012, 10, nr. 1, p. 57-61.

24 Adrian Cioroianu, ,,ARLUS — o poveste cu intelectuali”, in Revista 22, nr. 43 (349), 23-29 octombrie 1996, p.12.
25 Valeriu Dobrinescu, ,Comisia Aliatd de Control (sovieticd) si interpretarea articolului 19 din Conventia de
Armistitiu (12 septembrie 1944 - 6 martie 1945)”, in Sovietizarea Nord-Vestului Romdniei (1944-1950), Editura
Muzeului Satmarean, Satu Mare, 1996, pp. 41-44.

2% Teodora Giurgiu, ,infiintarea Oficiului pentru aplicarea Tratatului de Pace (1947)”, in Studia honorem magistri
lon Calafeteanu, Constanta, 2010, pp. 341-347; Idem, ,Stadiul indeplinirii de catre Oficiul pentru Aplicarea
Tratatului de Pace a obligatiunilor ce 1i reveneau Romaniei prin conventia de armistitiu si tratatul de pace, la data
de 01.07.1948”, in Armata romd@nd si patrimoniul national, Bucuresti, 2010, pp. 442-449.

27 George Damian Mocanu, ,Moscow’s pressures for the deportation of romanians from Basarabia in The Soviet
Union at the end of The Second World War”, in Literature, Discourse and Multicultural Dialogue. History, Political
Sciences, International Relations, lulian Boldea, Cornel Sigmirean, Dumitru-Mircea Buda (Editors), Arhipelag XXI
Press, Targu-Mures, 2022, pp. 139-144.

28 Loredana Ténasie, ,Aplicarea articolelor Conventiei de Armistitiu pe teritoriul judetului Timis-Torontal (1), in
Memorial 1989, 1 (11), 2013; Idem, , Aplicarea articolelor Conventiei de Armistitiu pe teritoriul judetului Timis-
Torontal (I1)”, in Memorial 1989, 2 (12), 2013

29 Claudiu Porumbacean, Realitdti administrativ politice si social-economice in nord-vestul Transilvaniei: octombrie
1944-decembrie 1947, Argonaut, Cluj-Napoca, 2006.
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Mihu®!, Marcela Saligean®?, Mihai Drecin®®, lon Zainea®*, Antonio Faur®®, Dariaban Dorin®,

Bujor Dulgiu si Lucian Cucuiet®’, Doru Radosav?® and others.

All these bibliographic references, although they only tangentially approach the subject of
our thesis, provided us with the necessary information and ideas with which we outlined the
general framework of the paper. The concepts and notions taken from these publications were
of real use to us for the analysis and correct interpretation of the information taken from the
archive documents, for understanding the historical context in which the Armistice Convention
was applied, but also the specific situation of Northern Transylvania, in which the county of
Satu Mare is also located. Last but not least, these papers gave us a conclusive example of the
application of the research methods used in the writing of this paper. Among these can be
mentioned the study of the historical text and associated with it, synthesis, explanation,
comparison, induction, deduction, case study and and finally yet importantly, historical

semantics.

In terms of content, the work is structured in five chapters, each of which is composed of
several sub-chapters and secondary sub-chapters, introduction, final conclusions, bibliography
and annexes.

The first chapter, The Armistice Convention of September 12, 1944, is divided into six
subchapters. The first sub-chapter briefly presents the internal and international situation created
after the outbreak of the Second World War and until August 23, 1944. The reasons that led
General lon Antonescu, the head of state in the period 1940-1944, to involve Romania in the

31 Nicolae Mihu, Particularitéti ale procesului de reinstalare a administratiei roménesti in Transilvania de Nord
(1944-1945), Editura Universitatii din Oradea, Oradea, 2004.
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Studii Transilvane/ Fundatia Culturald Roméana, Cluj-Napoca, 2002; Idem, Transilvania in jocul de interese al
Marilor Puteri (1940-1947), Editura Mega, Cluj-Napoca, 2013.

33 Mihai Drecin, ,Romani si minoritari in procesul sovietizarii nord-vestului Transilvaniei (toamna 1944 - martie
1945)”, in Crisia, XXX, 2000, pp. 511-517; Idem, ,,Ideea autonomiei Transilvaniei in mediile maghiare si germane
din provincie (primadvara 1944-toamna 1945)”, in vol. Istoria ca experientd intelectuald, Editura Universitatii din
Oradea, Oradea, 2001, pp. 257-270.

34|on Zainea, ,Campania de purificare a administratiilor publice din judetele Bihor, Maramures, Satu Mare si Salaj
in vederea alegerilor din toamna anului 1946”, in Acta Mvsei Porolissensis, XXVII, 2005, pp. 415-428.

35 Antonio Faur, ,Consideratii in legdturd cu situatia economica a judetelor din nord-vestul Romaniei (1945)”, in
Cele Trei Crisuri, 2006, 3, nr. 5-6, pp. 41-48; Idem, ,,Marturii documentare despre revizionismul din judetul Satu
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XIV, 1997, pp. 275-282.
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38 Doru Radosav, Donbas. O istorie deportatd, Germania, Editura Ravensburg, 1994,
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war against the U.S.S.R., alongside Germany, the failure of the campaign in the East and the
immediate consequences for Romania. The conditions in which the negotiations for the signing
of the armistice took place, the vindictive attitude of the Soviet delegation, the lack of
involvement in discussions by the Americans and the British, constitute the subject of the second
sub-chapter. A consistent presentation of the articles of the Armistice Convention is made in the
third sub-chapter, while the next sub-chapter has as its subject the content of the Convention of
January 16, 1945, which regulated the type of products, the quantity, the price and the delivery
schedule that Romania had to make them to the U.S.S.R. in the account of war reparations
provided by art. 11 of the Armistice Convention. The fifth sub-chapter presents the main central
and county bodies established for the execution of the provisions of the Armistice Convention
with their composition, organization and powers. Among the central bodies, the most important
were the Allied Control Commission and Directorate of Supplies in Romania, on the Soviet side,
and the Romanian Armistice Enforcement Commission, on the Romanian side. At the county
level, among the bodies of direction, information and control, the most important role was
played by the Prefect, the Armistice Enforcement Office, the proxy of the Allied Control
Commission and the county delegate of C.R.P.A.A.. The last sub-chapter includes the way in
which the political work of clarification of the population and the authorities on the need for the
fair execution of the Armistice Convention.

The following three chapters show precisely how most of the articles of the Armistice
Convention were applied in the territory of Satu Mare county. Some of the articles did not

produce effects, or their impact was insignificant, so they did not enter our concerns.

The second chapter, Execution of the provisions of articles 2, 3, 4, 5, 7 and 8 of the
Armistice Convention in Satu Mare county, presents, in distinct subchapters, each mentioned
article. The situation of the Swabians from Satu Mare County enlisted in the German army or
deported to the Soviet Union, of the German soldiers caught on the territory of the county, of
the Hungarian citizens who came to the county after the surrender of Northern Transylvania, is
analyzed in the first subchapter. Execution of the provisions of art. 3 and 4 of the Convention is
presented in the second and third subchapters, respectively. Repatriation of Soviet citizens from
Romania, according to art. 5 of the Armistice Convention, is the subject of the fourth subchapter.
It presents, in detail, the way in which the repatriation action was organized, the situation of the
Soviet citizens who repatriated from and through Satu Mare county, the expenses incurred with
the repatriations, but also brief considerations of the author. Subchapter five includes aspects

regarding the execution of the provisions of art. 7 of the Armistice Convention, which refers to
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the war materials left by the Hungarian and German troops in the territory of the county and
their transfer to the Soviets. The last subchapter shows how the provisions of art. 8 of the
Convention, regarding the preservation of the property of absentees from Satu Mare county,
analyzes the organization and activity of the County Office of Enemy Property, and at the end

presents the author's findings.

Chapter three presents the Execution of the provisions of articles 10, 11 and 12 of the
Armistice Convention in Satu Mare county. The sub-chapters that make up this chapter have
been organized by categories of benefits, and each of them includes several secondary sub-
chapters. The first sub-chapter includes the timber benefits made on account of art. 10 of the
Convention, while the second sub-chapter deals with supplies of sunflower and oil, made under
the same article. The third subchapter presents the benefits in animals made on account of
articles 10, 11 and 12, and the fourth subchapter presents the benefits in butter made on account
of art. 10. The collections and deliveries of grains, fodder plants, vegetables and other
subsistence, made on account of art. 10 of the Convention, constitutes the study topic of the last

subchapter.

Execution of the provisions of articles 11 and 12 of the Armistice Convention regarding
the collection, transport and delivery of horses. Case study - the activity of the 24 Horses
Commission in Satu Mare and Salaj counties, is the title of the fourth chapter, the most
consistent of all. The four sub-chapters that make up the chapter present, in great detail, the
organization and implementation of the horse collection campaigns on the territory of Satu Mare
and Salaj counties, by the Commission 24 Horses Purchase. The first sub-chapter reviews the
conventions concluded with the U.S.S.R., the laws, instructions and orders issued by local and
county bodies to regulate the collection, transport and delivery of horses. The second subchapter
presents the activity of the Commission 24 Horses Purchase, providing information on the
organization of the Commission and on the collection campaigns organized in Satu Mare and
Salaj counties. The third subchapter follows the residents' dissatisfaction with the horse
collections, manifested through countless complaints, requests, petitions, etc. addressed to the
authorities, but also through actions to evade the horses from the controls made by the

Commission 24 Horses Purchase. The last subchapter includes the author's considerations.

The last chapter Cultural consequences of the execution of the provisions of the Armistice
Convention of September 12, 1944 in Satu Mare county. Case study: sovietization through

culture - The Romanian Association for Tightening Relations with The USSR (ARLUS) between
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1945-1950, presents the consequences of the role played by the Romanian Commission for the
Application of the Armistice, through its county delegate, It-col. Suciu Victor, in the spread of
ARLUS on the territory of Satu Mare county. The first sub-chapter gives a brief history of
ARLUS in Romania, and the next sub-chapter presents the activity of ARLUS in Satu Mare
county, during 1945-1946, with the emphasis on the role of administrative bodies and
educational institutions in the establishment of the association's branches in the county. Sub-
chapter three continues the history of this association, with the period between 1947-1950, with
emphasis on the new wave of expansion of the association and on the cultural activities carried
out by ARLUS during this period. The author's considerations on the activity of ARLUS in Satu

Mare county end the chapter.
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