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cultural memory, communicative memory, collective memory

The history of the Ludus colonies, Andrassytelep/Rosiori, Eczkentelep/Avramesti,
Mezdalbistelep/Fundatura, and Belsdtelep/Colonia Internd, is 120 years old. However, the
narratives known so far suggest an inexhaustible source of information, as new stories and
documents continuously emerge, potentially offering different perspectives on our knowledge
about the colonies or even our own families.

My research aims to uncover the family and settlement histories of the four colonies
belonging to Ludus, mapping out their history. The colonies under investigation were established
as a result of the processes that took place at the end of the 19th century and the beginning of the
20th century, regulated by the 1894 Establishment of New Colonies Act V.!

Systematic research began in 2011, with some interruptions, although my interest and
observations on the subject date back much earlier. The sources used during the research period
mainly consist of interviews with people I know, informal conversations with acquaintances, the
use of documents from institutions (maps, photographs, census data, objects), and the review of
publications on the topic.

The century-long history of the colonies can still be explored through the narratives about
the settlement that live in the memory of the population. My goal is to examine the memories and
narratives of the colonists of Ludus, focusing on how these narratives change, evolve, and possibly
erode over generations. I also consider the differences observed within a generation, which
manifest in the knowledge and memories of different age groups.

In investigating the stories about the colonies, I considered several aspects. One of these is
the generational division, which plays an important role in the transmission and acquisition of
knowledge. Additionally, I tracked the different narratives that emerged, existed, and spread at the
level of the colonies. What do the residents know about the colony, what do they remember, and

what do different generations not remember? I also considered how they remember the events, the

! In the present research the term colonize, colonization is used in the sense of populating (sparsely populated or
depopulated) regions of one's own country with people brought from other regions. The act or process of filling a
place or taking control of an area of activity. Source: https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/colonization
Seen: June 2024.
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sources of their knowledge, from whom they know what they know, and where and under what
circumstances they heard about these. Sometimes the question arises whether the knowledge thus
acquired is passed on to others at all.

I kept in mind the dimension of national history that emerges during storytelling and how
individual life experiences fit within it. A question that arose was how far back the history of the
colonies goes, what events and motifs it includes, and what actually constitutes the history of the
colonies: is it the history of the colony itself, the history of farming, land ownership, institutions,
or family history?

In addition to collecting and analyzing stories, I also focused on examining written
documents preserved within families. Reviewing the family documents and photographs of the
interviewed individuals was a milestone of the research. A key question was whether the aspects
that arise during the analysis of memories could also be applied to organizing written sources and
photographs. Can the same questions be asked? Can the history of the colony/colonies and the
families be reconstructed from written documents and photographs? Can the dimension of national
history be unfolded, or do the stories remain at the level of documenting the particular family?
Who recorded and preserved what and how within the family concerning the history of the
settlement?

From the collected sources, the types of documents that constitute the 120-year history also
became clear. This part of the investigation does not include documents officially preserved in
archives, as these were under the jurisdiction of the bodies dealing with the colonies and could
have been preserved based on preservation criteria, so the family did not coordinate these. The
written sources and photographs preserved in families reflect the mentality of the particular family,
depending on how the family history evolved. From the nature and time of the documents, it can
also be discerned which generation started systematic collection and preservation.

Family documents are invaluable, as in many families, their selection has already occurred
or is in progress. With the selection process, forgetting begins: the devaluation of the document
renders it meaningless, old and smelly; there is no longer anyone to verify the identities of those
in the photograph.

Through these questions and the details that arise from them, I see the history of the

established colonies in Ludus.



The Structure of the Thesis

The thesis begins by clarifying the theoretical framework and the terminology used. This
is followed by placing the region, and specifically Ludus, within the context of scientific literature.
I detail the literary representation of the settlement and the scholarly aspects of the research topic.
I discuss the state establishing projects in Transylvania that have been studied so far and integrate
previous research on the legal aspects of resettlement. Special attention is given to studies on the
settlement of the Székelys from Bukovina, particularly those mentioning the Bukovinian Székely
families settled in Ludus.

I present the main aspects of the research, focusing on the opportunities offered by
settlement ethnography and social ethnography. Using both ethnographic and sociological
methods, I map out the community's moral values, survival strategies, and the ethnography of
speech. Additionally, I explain the methods used for collecting, processing, and interpreting the
sources.

The dissertation is divided into four main chapters based on the nature of the material to
be processed:

The History of the Establishment of New Colonies: This chapter covers the development of
Ludus in the 19th century, the reasons for establishing new colonies, the preparation and the actual
process of it during the period 1903—1905. I aim to understand the justification and necessity of
the action.

The History of the First Colonist Generation: The next two chapters analyze the lives of
the first colonist generation and the events following the establishment. Using available sources, I
examine the families who applied for and occupied a plot. This section includes the processing of
ownership changes, displacements, and transfers. I explore the official knowledge about the first
settler generation based on archival records, family documents, and press materials, highlighting
the least known facts and placing them in context.

The History of the Colonies: This chapter details the demographic data of the colonies. The
research extends to the time of the death of the head of the family, as the further development of
the family’s life will be tracked in the fourth chapter.

The Lives of the Colonist Families in Memory: The fourth chapter focuses on the processing

and analysis of the descendants' memories. | categorize the memories by theme, with an upper



limit set at 1989, as the years following the regime change would have taken the research in a
different direction.
The final part of the dissertation is the Appendix, organized into groups for clarity,

reflecting the order of documents, tables, graphs, and photographs used in the analysis.

Sources and Methods
During the research, I identified five major source categories:
Archival Documents: Both secular and ecclesiastical archives.
Interviews: Conducted with locals and descendants.
Family Documents: Including photographs, notes, invoices, letters, etc.
Press Releases: Contemporary news articles and announcements.
Monographs: Pertaining to Ludus and the original settlements from which people migrated.

To create a comprehensive picture, I used sources containing both hard and soft data. The
hard data primarily involved demographic statistics of Ludus from the 19th and 20th centuries,
detailing ethnic relations, the factors leading to the establishing process, and population
distribution from the resettlement period until 1989.

1. The initial step involved identifying the current colonist families in Ludus.

Next, I accessed the National Archives of Hungary in Budapest, focusing on the Ministry of
Agriculture's documents related to the establishment of new colonies. This helped compile a list
of applicants and actual colonists.

Church registers provided final validation of these lists, revealing instances where
applicants represented groups or where families withdrew post-settlement.

Reports from the Ministry, Cluj Resettlement Inspectorate, and local administrators were
crucial for the period between the beginning of the establishment and World War I.

Documents from the land reform laws were examined at the Maros County Archives.

2. Follow-up research was conducted in the archives of the Roman Catholic and Reformed
churches in Ludus. Additional data were retrieved from the civil registry office of Ludus and the
Archdiocese of Alba Iulia, specifically for Sdnger’s Roman Catholic Church records (1901-1906).
These records, which include marriage, baptism, and death certificates, were used to create family

profiles for tracking descendants.
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With the help of the Transylvanian Genealogical Society and the FamilySearch Database,
I examined church records from the original settlements of the families who moved to Ludus.
Understanding the pre-establishing period offered multiple interpretative possibilities.

The processed ecclesiastical records provided demographic indicators for the settlements.
I applied the family reconstitution method, recommended by the literature, to study the historical
changes within the community. This method allowed for a detailed understanding of the families'
status in the colonies (Varga Gy. 1994: 51).

The next section of the thesis delves into the history of the colonies, followed by a detailed
analysis of the first generation of colonists, the development of the colonies, and finally, the life
of the colonist families as remembered by their descendants.

3. Since 2011, I have been systematically collecting data, with periodic interruptions.
Initially, my research focused on the establishment histories, sacred spaces, and 20th-21st century
interior designs of Andrassytelep/Rosiori, a district administratively part of Ludus. I conducted
interviews with the community's oldest members, identified as knowledgeable and possessing
good memory by the locals. I collected old photographs, documents, and other family heirlooms,
photographing artifacts. I also cataloged the items and their original owners in the village museum
established at the Petdfi Sandor Primary School in Andréssytelep/Rosiori.

In 2012, I had interviews with six individuals, and between 2019 and 2023, I interviewed
56 more individuals, collecting 110 hours of material. Additionally, I had conversations with at
least a hundred other people who had connections to the families I was researching or who
provided guidance for my work. My initial goal was to reach out to descendants from the 47 source
settlements to paint a nuanced picture of this diverse community. Twelve of these source
settlements no longer have representatives in Ludus, as these families relocated before or during
World War II.

The interviews were recorded in both structured settings and informal conversations.
Several factors influenced the selection of interviewees, prioritizing those from the source
settlements. The interviews were semi-structured, with basic questions covering family mapping,
knowledge related to the establishing action, wartime periods, the consequences of land reform

laws, collectivization impacts, relocations, family traumas, and neighbors.
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According to current knowledge, colonists came from 47 different settlements. In one case
(Sztancsofalva), I could not locate the applicant. Hadikfalva and Pusztakamaras were missing from
Lovas Sandor's list, although several families came from these two settlements.

4. The people I interviewed were considered partners in conversation, as their knowledge
encompassed lived experiences and life stories. My relationship with most interviewees extended
beyond research to personal connections. I categorized the interviewees into six groups or
generations:

First Generation: the original colonists who moved to an unfamiliar region for a better life.
Second Generation: children of the first colonists, born between 1900 and 1920.

Third Generation: born in the 1930s and 1940s, their memories provide most of what is known
about the establishment process.

Fourth Generation: my parents' generation, born in the 1950s and 60s, and children of the third
generation.

Fifth Generation: born in the 1970s and 80s.

Sixth Generation: representatives born in the mid-1990s to early 2000s.

In addition to the source settlements, I considered age, knowledge, storytelling ability,
memory, gender, and denominational affiliation. The participants were evenly divided between
males and females and represented the four districts.

5. The narrative analysis processed the memories of 62 people (26 men and 36 women),
referring to the memories of generational peers and individuals outside the given generation. Two
interviewees requested anonymity and were identified only by their district and gender. Identifying
interviewees was sometimes challenging due to common surnames and given names, necessitating
additional investigative work, often solved by referencing spouses' names.

6. During my research at the Targu Mures branch of the Transylvanian Reformed Church
District Archives, 1 discovered the estate of Dezs6 Bustya, a former pastor in
Eczkentelep/Avramesti and Mezdalbistelep/Fundétura. His diaries and manuscripts provided
insights into the challenges and difficulties of those years, detailing the colonists and their origins.

Although I did not find autobiographies or diaries among the colonists, some farmers kept
economic records and expense logs. These writings, though not widespread, offered additional

context.
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7. The fourth major source block consisted of contemporary Hungarian and Romanian
press articles, announcements, and colonists' writings, as well as advertisements related to the
activities of former landowners. I employed content analysis (Krippendorf, K. 1995) to examine
these sources. The 19th-century press material documented the development of Ludus, providing
insight into the justification for the establishing process. The 20th-century materials covered the
preparation for this action, auctions, activities of incoming colonists, and their later activities.
These press materials supplemented official and family documents, shedding light on the colonists'
lives from a different perspective.

8. Writings and monographs about the source settlements offered new interpretive
horizons, especially those where multiple families originated. The mass migrations and relocations
of the early 20th century influenced the dynamics of these settlements and their surroundings. I
sought information about resettlement, the lives of relocated families, and the 19th-20th century

lifestyles and migration factors in local historical writings.

Final Conclusion

The Official History of the Establishing Process. The economic, social, ethnic, and
denominational composition of Ludus in the 19th century, along with the developments carried
out in the latter half of the century, served as a worthy foundation for the Hungarian state's
establishing policy. Preventing the dispersion of the village, located on the edge of the
Transylvanian Plain, was an essential criterion for the settlements carried out in the region.

The preparation and implementation of the process, a topic of public discourse at the time,
clarified numerous misconceptions widespread in both the professional literature and public
consciousness that began to be disseminated during that era. Thus, studying and uncovering the
extensive available sources can restore the detailed knowledge related to the colonies in Ludus.

The colonies in Ludus not only altered the ethnic makeup of the region but also its
economic market. The small farmers settled there produced the necessary trade goods on their
cultivated land, which were expected to be in demand even after the railway network was
established. Since the state hoped to strengthen the population of the village, the local leadership
took advantage of every opportunity, benefiting from the Ministry of Agriculture's careful attention

to this group. Therefore, the necessity of investments for the community's benefit was formulated

13



with the colonists in mind. Thus, the colonist families served not only as economic capital but also
as social capital in the Bourdieu sense for the village's development.

The History of Colonist Families Through Documents. Regarding the first-generation
colonist families, we witness a multifaceted support program from the Hungarian state. The
colonies in Ludus differs from other colonies of the era in that, in the initial years, the number of
those who resigned or left was very low, not even reaching 10%. The success of the action is
measurable by this statistic, as most families remained in their settlements, despite geographical
challenges, and took advantage of state benefits and concessions.

From an agricultural perspective, in the early years, the age of the family head and their
prior experience and knowledge were significant factors. Few younger colonist farmers,
particularly during the consolidation years, managed to not only maintain their settlements but also
focus on development and investments. Furthermore, it is worth noting that mainly individuals in
their 30s and 40s settled in Ludus, representing approximately 57% and 31.20%. Therefore, it is
evident that the good farmers of the colonies primarily came from these age groups.

The History of the Colonies. The official history of Ludus' four colonies includes the
analysis and evaluation of demographic indicators. The research subject is a barely 120 years old
settlement, with two outer colonies (Andrassytelep/Rosiori and Eczkentelep/Avramesti) now
registered as quarters of Ludus, along with Gheja. Mezdalbistelep/Fundatura is currently only a
boundary area, with no families living there. Bels6telep/Colonia Interna was officially annexed to
Ludus in the first years. The demographic data reveal a viable, developing community that, despite
obstacles, strove to become an integral part of the host community.

The Life of the Colonist Families in Memory from the Establishment of the Colonies to the
1989 Regime Change. Interviews and personal conversations with the descendants of former
colonists, whom I call the third generation, formed the basis of my research. Consequently, in most
cases, the knowledge of these individuals also provided the foundation for our understanding of
the establishment of these colonies and its process as well. Even within this generation, we
witnessed individuals with differing memories, recounting the same event slightly differently. The
third generation's knowledge mainly stems from lived experiences, but the seeds of their parents'
stories are also present in their narratives.

The fourth generation functions as an intermediary generation in many respects, with their

memories fading further as time progresses. With them, we first observe the weakening memory
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across successive generations, initiating the forgetting process, as they did not have as much at
stake in remembering as their parents or grandparents did. The fourth generation was born well
after the critical period of land confiscation.

The fifth generation, in the best case, has heard about and knows why their family is called
colonists. In most cases, they identify their colonist status with the name of the colony the belong
to and are increasingly less interested in their colonist past.

Conversations with the interviewees lead to the conclusion that the history of the four
colonies of Ludus is built separately, each having its own variations, of which representatives of
the other three colonies may not be aware. However, these narratives are held together by the

dimensions of the era, national history, and the colonist™ identity and consciousness of the families.
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