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The dissertation attempts to give an overall picture about the editorial concepts of the 

first period in Korunk’s third wave – in this context, my research focuses on the articles on 

public issues (appeared between January 1990 and December 1999) released by this historic 

periodical. In view of the first ten years’ editions we may see that in this period of Korunk 

there is a markedly observable aspect of public life, which can be interpreted as a survival of 

Dienes’s mission promoting that this periodical “must be an authentic chronicler and 

representative of Hungarians’ life and endeavors in Transylvania”
1
. We consider that the 

analyzed topics can be studied both from the perspective of Korunk and the methods of the 

Transylvanian interdisciplinary study, the so called Minority Studies, however we presume 

that writings concerning public issues provide a wider ground of examination. Scientific 

articles significantly determine the profile of Korunk, but being a cultural periodical we can 

also attribute an outstanding role to the traditional genres of journalism, critiques and reviews 

appeared on its columns. Therefore, by focusing on public issues during the examination of 

the editorial concepts of the third Korunk’s first decade, we opened new horizons to our 

analysis. 

After a thematic overview of the first ten years’ editions we appointed a corpus 

consisting of six domains, which, we presume, are the „hot” topics of that certain period; 

these topics provide us most editions relevant to our enquiry. On the other hand, many of 

these seem to be taboos of the coeval Hungarian public sphere in Transylvania, being at the 

same time part of a discourse that the literature describes with the concept of “minority 

neurosis” (as the exaggeration of the minority status practiced by the press), thus we felt 

necessary to check how Korunk had reflected on these taboos. Thirdly, many of these 

domains are connectible (also on the columns of Korunk), but on every account there is a 

transit among them, thus their examination may lead us to new connections. 

The topics of our study are: the Hungarian press/media in Transylvania; the 

Church; minorities; coexistence; (Hungarian) university (in Transylvania); Hungarian-

conscience in Transylvania. Based on the major editions related to these topics, we tried to 

map what kind of materials entered Korunk in that certain period, how they grasped several 
                                                
1 Cf. „az erdélyi (romániai) magyarság életének és törekvéseinek hiteles krónikása és képviselője legyen.” Béla 
Pomogáts: A harmadik Korunk, In: Erdélyi tetőn, Pallas-Akadémia Könyvkiadó, Csíkszereda, 2004. 227. 



topics, and what kind of aspects and principles of edition can be deduced from the impression 

Korunk gives by these editions. We measured the numerical data of the research by means of 

Quantitative Data Analysis, completing that with Critical Discourse Analysis to diagnose and 

depict different discourses used by Korunk. How several topics were reflected on, how new 

light was thrown upon them in different years of editions, we commented on by a comparative 

analysis. We assigned a corpus of 417 articles as the frame of our research. 

To set our assumptions and statements into a context, we considered it necessary to 

depict the living-space, the social, political and economic aspects of Romania in the period of 

transition. We enlightened the concept of transition from an aspect of political science; we 

argued whether the events of December 1989 could be evaluated as a revolution; we 

attempted to depict an early period of troublesome catharsis of this society (with special 

regard to the political and economic life) bearing the burdens of the dictatorship; The 

following two parts of the dissertation are also significant from the perspective of our 

research: one debates on the conditions of the press at the beginnings of the regime’s change, 

presenting both the Hungarian and Romanian aspects; the other is about the periodization of 

the post-communist Hungarian press in Transylvania. In the definition and description of 

‘public life’ we invoked Habermas’ conceptualization of the public sphere. 

It was also necessary to overview Korunk’s history, the concepts, historical and 

ideological circumstances that determined the structure of the periodical. The first wave of 

Korunk (February 1926 – September 1940) is presented here through the oeuvre of two 

editors ‒ whom posterity evaluates in many different ways. Sithence the editorial models 

represented by László Dienes (founder and editor of Korunk until the July‒August editions of 

1931) and Gábor Gaál (co-editor with Dienes, since January 1929, editor of the periodical, 

since September 1931) have a great impact on Korunk’s history and editorial concepts of 

after-years. The description of the second wave (restarted in 21st February 1957) begins with 

giving details of social, political and cultural aspects of the context in which the restart 

occurred. It presents a brief review of the first, politically depressed years, then comes the 

presentation of culturally, socially influential institutions and supplements, such as: Korunk 

Circle, Korunk Galery, Korunk Mid-mornings, Korunk Booklets, Korunk Annals. One 

subsection of the dissertation debates on what kind of role the writings about natural sciences 

had in the life of Korunk (in a wider perspective: on the condition of researchers in 

Transylvania, or even the condition of Transylvanian Hungarians) in the bleak ’80s. 

Besides presenting the traced out pathways in the third wave of Korunk (started up 

after 1989, bearing the hallmark of Lajos Kántor’s leadership), we mustered the editorial staff 



and the associates. The author attributed great importance to the chapter discussing Korunk’s 

leftism-related parts (on the strength of Lajos Kántor’s and Ernő Gáll’s exchange of letters 

and on a Korunk edition on leftism in 1991), since after the regime’s change it was inevitable 

for the Korunk to face the ideological definiteness that has adhered to its name. After 

characterizing the period of seeking ways, the chapter entitled Expanding spheres of Korunk 

maps what rate of occurrence several topics had between 1990 and 2000, after which we 

discussed how these topics (listed therein before) were presented in the periodical. The 

dissertation conceives them as thematic blocks and it tries to let be seen how the editors 

handled these articular topics in several years of editions. We started the delineation of the 

blocks with the presentation of numerical results of research extracted from certain editions, 

then followed the proper analysis. Each block ends with the summary of conclusions. 

The dissertation states that there are well observable discourses on these topics in 

Korunk, it attempts to describe them and to give a picture of that intellectual pathway Korunk 

tried to follow in the mentioned period. The numerical results show that the topics we 

examined were present in Korunk – obviously having a predetermined and elaborate character 

– mainly in essays, studies and other articles, genres of journalism. Most of the materials are 

produced by Hungarian authors from Transylvania, and additionally ‒ regarding its own 

traditions ‒ the presence of the representatives of intellectual life in Hungary is also 

significant. The presence of Romanian and foreign authors is at the same scale on the 

periodical’s columns, and we must mention here – although our research does not focus on 

this matter ‒ that in the third period of its history Korunk apparently endeavors to accomplish 

the survival of László Dienes’s objective already appointed in the first period: to function as a 

forum, an intellectual link for the most valuable representatives of the mother-country and 

those in minority. The fact that most of the themes are of Transylvanian interest, is considered 

on the one hand quite natural, and on the other hand it is attributable to the aspect of the 

themes that are discussed. It is important to mention that half of the materials consist of 

themes with national or international perspective, which holds true of the themes analyzed in 

the dissertation. This proves that not even in the years of seeking ways could Korunk be 

blamed of provincialism. Our survey points out that (social, political, economic ‒ the list is 

continuable at choice) reality often reduces the emergence of polyphony, dialogues and 

constructive debates. In the analyzed editions, this periodical (also) completely lacks materials 

that may keep on or generate debates. This period of Korunk is what sociologist Attila Papp 

Z. calls the period of pre-professionalism that is followed by slow consolidation in the 

Hungarian press in Transylvania, which is characterized by a homogeneous discourse and 



conflict avoidance. It is referable to the same practice that the actual, often taboo-like 

problems of the present are grasped by the press through examining similar questions of the 

(national) past, setting examples at the same time through the community traditions. Korunk 

is not an exception here: our survey points out that the gesture of looking to the past is 

observable when questions considered timely are to be discussed. 

Korunk is nevertheless a dash of colour in the Transylvanian and the global Hungarian 

press. It is an exceptional periodical in the palette of the press in the Carpathian basin 

regarding its structure, thematic composition, authors, management of topics, organizing 

force, self-vision, ability of renewal, of undertaking and maintaining its traditions up-to-date. 

The periodical, attempting to find itself in the conditions of the press in the ’90s, fought 

heavily and bore the odium of leftism adhered to its name, besides the external conditions 

made the editing and issuing of the periodical very often quite easeless and unstable. In 2013 

we may value Korunk as a periodical with a consistent world vision and management of 

themes. Its onetime ideological commitment does not even come into the readers mind. The 

task of achieving this has fallen on the editors of the period we have analyzed. 
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