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POLITICS, DIPLOMACY, AND PROPAGANDA.
QUEEN MARIE OF ROMANIA IN THE GREAT WAR

Keywords: Queen Marie of Romania; royalty and diplomacy; royal diplomacy; European

monarchies; the Great War; World War One; war politics; war propaganda.

In recent years, in the context of the centennial commemorations of the Great War, historians
across Europe have revisited, challenged, and often reassessed the conventional narratives
surrounding this pivotal moment in world history. It is in the spirit of this new wave of scholar
scrutiny that the present research was conducted, centring on the role played by Queen Marie,
consort queen of Romania, in her country’s war progress. Due to the exceptional symbolism woven
around the 1918 unification of all Romanians within the bounds of one state, in the Romanian
national consciousness, the myth of the Great War grew to overshadow the reality of it — and for
the better part of the last century, whenever the regime permitted it, Queen Marie was an integral
element of this myth.

In spite of the persisting historiographical interest in the life and activity of Romania’s
second royal consort, the subject of how Queen Marie built her legend during the first world
conflagration has not yet been approached from a modern critical perspective devoid of ideological
cliches or rose tainted eulogies. Thus, the novelty of the present thesis is twofold: to begin with,
the research is largely based on the in-depth analysis of previously unknown sources, such as
foreign accounts, correspondence, and international press, as well as overlooked materials
identified in various Romanian archives. Secondly, Queen Marie’s wartime involvement was
assessed, above all, from the vantage point of her being a high-ranking member of the intricate
network of European royalty, whose cardinal source of influence was the “bluest of blue bloods "
which, in 1892, had recommended her as consort to a future monarch. The overarching purpose of
the proposed thesis is to offer a comprehensive and detailed account of Queen Marie’s activity
during the most crucial stages of Romania’s involvement in the Great War, namely: the 1914-1916
neutrality period; the military autumn campaign of 1916; 1917, the year of exile; and the first

months of 1918, up until the moment when Romania was coerced to leave the war by signing a

L ANN.R., Bucharest, fonds Regina Maria, file I111/100-1, p. 191.



separate peace with the Central Powers. The wide range of factors which have contributed to
Queen Marie assuming and maintaining a resolute interventionist stance were investigated so as
to ascertain how her activity evolved according to each stage of the war. Ultimately, the aim of
this thesis is to gain a deeper understanding of how Queen Marie’s legacy — also dubbed as
‘Queen Marie’s legend’ — was established through an astute wartime mentality and an energetic
involvement.

The arguments proposed in the present research were developed by following the trail of
five main research questions:

1) What was Queen Marie’s much celebrated wartime activity and how did it evolve
between July 1914 and the end of 1917, when Romania’s active war participation
ended?

2) In what ways did royal networking, royal sentiment, and/or royal diplomacy
affected Romania’s Great War entry and progress?

3) To what extent did Queen Marie’s character and mentality influence her actions
and how does this compare with the examples of other European royal consorts?
4) To what extent was Queen Marie limited in her actions by gender-specific roles
and/or restrictions and what national/foreign actors helped her circumvent these
limitations?

5) Is there a national myth and/or legend of Queen Marie and to what extent did the
Queen herself cultivate its creation?

The research followed Marie’s progress chronologically and identified three main stages
of involvement, each corresponding to a specific timeframe in Romania’s war. Thus, as
emphasised in Chapter I, during the period of neutrality Queen Marie acted on the side-lines,
collaborating behind the scenes with Prime Minister lon I. C. Bratianu, mimicking his equidistant
if not duplicitous stance in what concerned the two political-military blocks. In the meantime, she
also strove to protect King Ferdinand’s public image, all while carefully preparing him for the
moment of Romania’s anticipated intervention against the monarch’s native Germany. Chapter
Il approaches the second stage of Romania’s Great War history, namely the intervention and the
autumn campaign of 1916, which saw Queen Marie ascending to a position of progressively
heightened influence and power. This position was owed, on one hand, to Marie’s prompt and

energetic responses to the country’s military misfortunes, as well as to the disintegration of societal



norms and gender expectations during the exceptional warfare circumstances. The third stage of
Queen Marie’s involvement, examined in Chapter 111, is defined by her assuming a pivotal role
at the epicentre of events. 1917 saw Queen Marie at the zenith of her strength, being the year when
she concentrated in her hands tangible political and financial power, as well as a substantial media
influence. Given her undeniable prestige and determination, once 1918 dawned and Romania was
forced by external circumstances into an armistice and, ultimately, separate peace, Queen Marie
saw herself suddenly shackled. The Queen described 1918 as having been her year of silence,
when she was actively prohibited from reaching out to her people and was pushed into living a life
of exile within exile.? It is for this reason that the scope of the present dissertation resolved to focus
solely on the three years of Queen Marie’s ‘active’ involvement, leaving the subject matters of her
1918 silent resistance and her 1919 reclaimed glory as foundations for future research.

Following the thorough assessment of the source material, it can be affirmed that the
argument proposed and presented in the present thesis is that Queen Marie of Romania, the
proactive and politically inclined granddaughter of Queen Victoria and Tsar Alexander 11, assumed
an active and significant role in her country’s participation in the Great War. Perfectly in keeping
with her impulsive and dynamic nature, Marie approached the war with little to no strategy, her
efforts being in constant, expanding evolution, while the intensity of her involvement and variety
of actions grew proportionally with the hardships that befell Romania and its population. Aware
that the scarce and problematic education she had received equipped her with no method, Marie
embraced her shortcomings, weaponised them to her own advantage, and resolved to face the
struggles of life and war guiding herself by instinct and sheer force of will. Ultimately, Queen

Marie was Romania’s wild card in the Great War — and it proved to be a winning card.

CHAPTER I. THE QUEEN IN NEUTRALITY, 1914-1916

At the time of the Sarajevo assassination, Romania found itself in the process of shifting its
direction in international politics. By 1914, the three-decades long alliance with Germany and
Austria-Hungary was no longer perceived as serving the country’s interests and ambitions, reason
why the younger generation of Romanian politicians were turning their attention towards the

Entente Cordiale. In this political climate, when a Crown Council was called on August 3" to

2 ANN.R., Bucharest, fonds Regina Maria, file 111/6, p. 59.



decide on Romania’s position with regards to the recently unfurled European conflagration, the
country opted for expectant neutrality.

During the dynastic crisis which defined the last months of King Carol’s reign, Crown
Princess Marie emerged as a figure apart within the royal family: while King, Queen, and Crown
Prince were derided for their German roots, Marie was hailed as the country’s hope and her British-
Russian ancestry was celebrated. Having spent most of her youth in a state of maddening inertia
due to King Carol’s strict control over the members of his family, the Crown Princess matured
rapidly in the aftermath of the 1907 peasant revolt when, discreetly, she found herself drawn into
the political entourage of liberal leader lon I. C. Bratianu. Under his guidance, Romania’s future
Queen developed her understanding of and interest in matters of internal and external politics,
growing in tune with and passionately invested in the Romanians’ dream of national unification.

After two months of heated tension, Romania awoke on the morning of October 10" to the
news of King Carol’s passing and the beginning of a new reign, that of King Ferdinand. In spite
of “loathing neutrality,” for it obliged her to be twofold “careful of every word one said and every
opinion one expressed,” the new Queen of Romania behaved during the two preparatory years
much more prudently than is generally believed. Hindsight offers a distorted view of Marie’s
neutrality attitude as it invites the assumption that the overt and overly zealous pro-Allied stance
that characterised her wartime behaviour invariably applies to the years 1915 and 1916. However,
historical sources reveal this was not the case. Far from implying that Queen Marie’s sentiments
were at any point during the conflagration of a different nature than staunchly pro-English, what
needs to be underlined is the fact that, for the better part of the neutrality period, the Queen
succeeded in presenting herself as a genuine supporter of Romania’s non-interventionist stance.

A crucial matter that had to be settled during the preparatory time before Romania could
throw in her lot with the Allies was the political stance of King Ferdinand. Queen Marie was well-
aware that it fell in her jurisdiction to ensure that her German-born husband would be ready to
accept the inevitable and support the Entente at the right moment. Therefore, with care and
dedication, Marie strove to persuade the King that the loyalty of a sovereign was foremost to the
country he ruled and not to his caste or the land of his birth. Moreover, fiercely protective, Queen

Marie was greatly aggravated by any negative publicity directed against the King. Therefore,

3 Marie of Romania, Ordeal..., p. 22.



energetically, she did her utmost to try and curb the negative trend and to uphold her husband’s
good reputation with the Romanian people.

As consort of the monarch, the Queen enjoyed no constitutional prerogatives of her own
and could impact the situation only in as much as she was invited to by those in positions of power.
During the years of neutrality, Queen Marie’s source of political empowerment was, almost
exclusively, Prime Minister lon 1. C. Bratianu. At his advice, the Queen designed appropriate
interactions with the representatives of the Central Powers and the Entente, as well as the other
Romanian political leaders. Queen Marie’s most notable intervention between 1914 and 1916 was
the initiation of a diplomatic communication with the monarchs of Great Britain and Russia. Thus,
in addition to ensuring that King Ferdinand was morally prepared for intervention and that his
image within Romania and the Allied states remained without stain, Queen Marie also helped pave
the path towards the official alliance negotiations between Bratianu’s government and those of the
Allied powers. A week apart, on May 22" and May 29", Marie penned down over ten handwritten
pages for each of her first cousins, King George V of the United Kingdom and Tsar Nicholas Il of
Russia. Instructed by Prime Minister Bratianu, Queen Marie employed the most compelling
historical, geographical, and demographic arguments to demonstrate Romania’s right to the
provinces of Transylvania, the Banat and Bukovina. The two letters were not different in
substance, yet they were different in tonality — each perfectly suited for the personality,
knowledge and involvement of the addressed sovereign. In spite of receiving encouraging replies
from the two monarchs, Nevertheless, Romania maintained its neutrality for another year.

It was not until August 17", 1916, that the alliance between Romania and the Entente was
sealed through the signing of two conventions, one political and one military. On August 27%,
King Ferdinand convoked a Crown Council during which he informed the country’s leading

statesmen that Romania was abandoning its neutrality.

CHAPTER Il. THE QUEEN IN ASCENSION, 1916

On August 28" 1916, after two years of neutrality, Romania joined the Entente in the European
conflagration. The three months that followed, dubbed as the autumn campaign of 1916, was the
most dynamic period of Romania’s Great War participation. Albeit having started its military feat
favourably, Romania registered its first defeat after only ten days of combat. Strategically, the

capture of the bridgehead at Turtucaia was of little consequence, however, the swift defeat



psychologically impacted the Romanian leadership to such an extent that the entire course of war
was derailed. Ultimately, the fall of Turtucaia on September 6™ set in motion a disastrous domino
effect which led, three months later, to the fall of Bucharest.

In the immediate aftermath of intervention, Queen Marie focused on organising a hospital
within the Royal Palace and worked towards the equipping and establishing an ambulance
network. Like other royal consorts across Europe, the Romanian Queen donned a white sister of
charity uniform and, although she was involved in no medical work, she spent her time in hospitals,
offering words of support and encouragement to the wounded soldiers, thus seeking to foster a
closer bond between herself and them. Ever vigilant in matters of presentation, the Queen
popularised her image as sister of charity both in Romania and abroad. Therefore, a fruitful
collaboration ensued between the Queen and the representatives of the press, both national and the
foreign journalists who operated in Romania.

As the country’s military situation further deteriorated, Queen Marie responded to the fast-
paced military developments with an optimism and determined attitude that was lacking in other
Romanian leaders. Albeit to little avail, the Queen tried to impart her positive outlook and
unwavering belief in the final victory on a depressed Prime Minister and a passive King. Finding
ever fewer resources in the man who had previously upheld her efforts, Marie sought to develop
other avenues of influence, thus insisting upon constant interactions with military, diplomatic and
press representatives.

According to Romania’s needs, Queen Marie’s activity expanded. She corresponded
frequently with her relatives in Russia, taking note of their two years’ worth of war experience so
as to organise her work most efficiently in a short period of time. Moreover, she made repeated
appeals to Tsar Nicholas Il to help facilitate a better communication and cooperation between the
Russian troops sent in the region and their Romanian counterparts. As the war worsened for
Romania, the Queen appealed to her Russian autocratic cousin for ever more Russian
reinforcements. Unfortunately, in spite of the royal cousins’ best efforts, the Romanian and
Russian soldiers remained reluctant, if not bitter allies.

Towards the end of October, the Queen was forced to turn her focus towards personal
issues, as her youngest son fell ill with typhoid fever. Amidst a constant influx of terrible military
news, Queen Marie was also faced with the sudden illness and death of her three years old child.

Prince Mircea’s passing on November 2" impacted Queen Marie’s wartime psychology and,



implicitly, activity like nothing else: her son’s death was the moment when, as a trauma response,
Queen Marie began constructing her image as the mother of the people — Mama Regina, the
legend that would outlive the war. Time and again, through different letters, diary entries, and even
press articles, Marie tried to cope with her loss and to make sense of it by creating a narrative of
divine intervention, of predestination and other such symbols of faith in the power of destiny which
ultimately helped her maintain a positive attitude and a forceful response to the development of
events. The occupation of Bucharest, the abandoning of the freshly dug grave into enemy hands
and subsequent exile in lasi did nothing but cement and exacerbate this narrative, heightening

Queen Marie’s fighting spirit.

CHAPTER I1l. THE QUEEN IN POWER, 1917

Romania experienced the Great War significantly differently in 1917 than it had in 1916.
Entrenched along the Siret River, the Russian-Romanian forces saw little combat. The struggles
of 1917 were of an internal nature: overcoming the tragedy and terror of having half the country
under foreign occupation, managing the devastating effects of the black typhus epidemic, all while
navigating the alliance with Russia during the precarious and dangerous period spanning between
the March and October Revolutions. Throughout 1917, Queen Marie worked tirelessly, her
wartime activity reaching its pinnacle by the beginning of summer. Thus, in spite of all challenges,
1917 was Queen Marie’s year in power, the year when her influence became primordial.

During the winter and spring of 1917, Queen Marie became deeply involved in political
and military matters. As she began her exile after the occupation of Bucharest, the Queen strove
to tackle the issues of corruption and nepotism, which she perceived as responsible in the greatest
degree for Romania’s misfortunes. Having unsuccessfully pleaded with her political collaborator,
Prime Minister Bratianu, in regards to forming of a government of national unity, Marie influenced
the change by pressuring the King to take things into his own hand. Thus, the governmental
reshuffling came about in the last days of December. Moreover, the Queen made pressures towards
the appointment of General Prezan as Chief of Staff, being thus responsible for the dismissal of
General Iliescu, Bratianu’s right hand man at the top of the military. Queen Marie’s reasoning for
the change was that a lesser interference of the political in military matters would greatly benefit
the Army. Nevertheless, the Queen’s interventions in the political and military fields led to a

significant rift between her and the liberal leader. Thus, the relationship and communication
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between Queen Marie and an irate Prime Minister Bratianu were strained for the better part of the
following three months. The two forces resolved their differences solely due to the dangers that
the fall of the Tsarist Empire posed to Romania’s survival.

In the meantime, due to the overpopulation of Moldova, the scarcity of resources and a
difficult winter, a violent black typhus epidemic spread like wildfire across the province. In
response to this new hardship and the steady demoralisation of the population, Queen Marie
expanded her area of activity by embarking on a journalistic venture, publishing inspirational,
nostalgic, and highly heart-warming articles in the country’s two leading newspapers. Above all,
the Queen wished to show the Romanian people that she was not indifferent to their struggles, but
on the contrary, she lived through the same days of uncertainly with them. By publishing articles
with great frequency, Queen Marie succeeded in binding herself to the heart of the Romanian
people.

At the same time, tirelessly, the Queen travelled from hospital to hospital, visiting the sick
and the wounded soldiers in order to offer them words of comfort, encouragement and gratitude.
By June, Queen Marie had three hospitals in her jurisdiction, all managed by Jean Chrissoveloni,
the wealthy banker who was one of her strongest advocates and a steady source of financial aid.
Numerous other medical establishments worked under the Queen’s patronage or bore her name,
while the ambulances that carried the wounded from the battlefield to safety of medical wards
were those of her organisation. Thus, Queen Marie’s name appeared wherever the population
looked and the Queen herself acquired the reputation of an omnipresent being among the soldiers
in particular and the Romanian people in general. By the coming of summer, when the activity on
the battlefront was resumed, Queen Marie was universally beloved in Moldova.

Undoubtedly, in 1917, Queen Marie was no longer dependent on Prime Minister Bratianu
alone as a source of empowerment. Having carefully consolidated her relationship with military
leaders, foreign diplomats, and journalists, Queen Marie’s efforts were henceforth upheld by a
plethora of supporters, which helped her act with a substantial degree of independence.

In the context of Russia’s turmoil, Queen Marie used the immense popularity she had
acquired so as to counter the threats of revolution in Moldova. Unfortunately, although the
Romanian people remained loyal to their King and Queen and the Romanian army was victorious
in battle, the spread of bolshevism in Petrograd led to the country being forced to withdraw from

the war in December 1917. Perceived as a chief enemy by the Central Powers, Queen Marie was
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restricted from playing a public role for the better part of 1918 — nevertheless, 1917 had
consolidated her legend.

The fall of the Russian Empire affected Romania’s war progress more than anything else
in 1917, eventually rendering the military victories of Marasti, Mardsesti and Oituz utterly
inconsequential. Romania was forced to leave the Great War due to its Ally’s deflection. Queen
Marie was at the height of her power and popularity when the armistice and subsequent separate
peace imposed upon the country brought an abrupt end to her activity. Within a few short weeks,
the omnipresent Queen was reduced to silence. However, Marie had been so thoroughly successful
in creating a heroic narrative around her image and wartime efforts, that her 1918 silent resistance

did nothing but further increase her prestige and her stand with the people.

CONCLUSIONS

Marie, the captivating granddaughter of Queen Victoria and Tsar Alexander Il, became Queen of
Romania upon her husband’s accession to the throne in October 1914. In spite of being strong-
willed and determined to play a part in her country’s destiny, Queen Marie had to take into account
the disadvantages of her gender. As consort of the sovereign, Marie enjoyed no constitutional
prerogatives. However, the extraordinary conditions of war allowed the Queen to significantly
expand her area of activity in what was traditionally perceived as the male sphere. Nonetheless,
the influence of Queen Marie on political and military matters remained dependent on the men
who supported her views. Ultimately, it was the sovereign, the politicians and military men in
Romania, as well as the foreign representatives and journalists who magnified Queen Marie’s
abilities by lending her their own levers of power — and, when these levers were withdrawn, the

Queen’s loss of authority was immediate.

Having failed to prevent Romania’s withdrawal from the war, Queen Marie retired to the
countryside. For the better part of 1918 she led a life of exile within exile, focusing on helping the
local population with rebuilding their lives in the aftermath of war. When the tide of battle turned
in the favour of the Entente and Romania re-declared war on Germany in November 1918, the
Queen returned to lasi and resumed her role at the heart of events. Marie received a grandiose
welcome back to her exile capital, a long due acknowledgment of her formidable struggles to hold

the resistance.
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Queen Marie did not win the Great War when at the height of her power; on the contrary,
she won the war when she was at her weakest, at a time when her collaborators had abandoned
her, deeming her stubborn stance of resistance a danger to Romania and akin to a suicidal mission.
When Germany eventually succumbed to the wounds of her war of attrition, Marie was hailed as
a heroine, both in Romania and the Allied states. Ultimately, Queen Marie’s long and consistent
fight throughout the Great War had gained her enough notoriety to enable the continuation of her
activity on Parisian stages. In the spring of 1919, Queen Marie descended at the Peace Conference
wishing to give Romania a face — her face — and thus help her country achieve its wartime goal:

the unification of all Romanians under one crown.

The present dissertation strove to create a detailed account of Queen Marie’s evolving
actions and mentality during the years of the first world conflagration. It has been observed that
Marie had a very dynamic approach to war, being always quick to adapt her responses in perfect
accordance with the necessities of evolving events. During the years of neutrality, the Queen
cultivated the diplomatic side of her character, in more ways than one. Albeit an avid supporter of
Romania’s intervention on the side of the Entente, the Queen maintained a convincing neutral
stance, effortlessly misleading the representatives of Germany and Austrian-Hungary in regards
to her and the government’s political-military leanings. Behind the scenes, however, Marie was
employed by Prime Minister Bratianu as an impromptu diplomat who aptly capitalised on her
familial relations in the benefit of the country. Once Romania declared war on Austria-Hungary,
the Queen switched gears, shed the diplomat and embraced the fighting essence of her nature. For
a short while, she attempted to remain within the bounds of the traditional role of a royal consort
at war: she donned a white nurse uniform, organised a hospital and established an auxiliary medical
unit. The country’s disastrous war progress, incited the Queen to push and break those traditional
bounds and expand her area of activity and influence. Having tried and failed to impress upon her
husband and eldest son her philosophy of royal duty in times of war, Queen Marie resolved to
assuming the central royal role for herself: “Let them have the feeling that you are everywhere,
Marie had advised Crown Prince Carol; “be a reality, not a name’”® amongst the soldiers, she had

urged King Ferdinand. When the response from both men was unsatisfactory, the Queen brazenly

4 AN.R., Bucharest, fonds Regina Maria, file 111/104, pp. 111-113.
5 AN.R., Bucharest, fonds Regina Maria, file I11/103, pp. 69-70
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embraced her own preaches, indifferent to gender norms and even constitutional boundaries. In

doing so, Marie also identified the opportunity to seal herself to the soul of her people.

A Spanish Princess who published in 1925 a personal account about the various courts of

Europe in the aftermath of the Great War, wrote the following about her Aunt Missy:

“Queen Marie is the most striking figure in the Romania of today — and I had almost written ‘the

most important’, but only those cognisant of the inner workings of Romanian history can rightly

estimate her influence.”™

The present dissertation aimed to do just that: to assess Queen Marie’s influence in
Romania’s Great War participation. While no one is ‘the most important’ person in a country all
throughout their lives, there are specific moments in time when certain people do play that role.
Due to her involvement in guiding Romania’s path during the two years of neutrality and her
assiduous efforts in the aftermath of intervention, Queen Marie was the most important person in
Romania in 1917. Likewise, Queen Marie was the most important person in Romania while
dazzling Paris during the Peace Conference of 1919. And most definitely, Queen Marie was the
most important person in Romania on October 15" 1922, when she was crowned “Empress” of all
Romanians. Thus, the summarised conclusion of this research is that Romania’s Great War history

cannot be divorced from Queen Marie, nor can Queen Marie’s story be told without the Great War.

6 Eulalia of Spain, Courts and Countries after the War, New York, Dodd, Mead and Company, 1925, p. 229.

14



BIBLIOGRAPHY:

INEDITED SOURCES

Romanian National Archives [A.N.R.]

Fonds Regina Maria / Queen Marie

/2
11/6
111/29-1
111/29-11
111/30-1
111/30-11
111/34-1
111/34-11
111/98
[11/100-1
[11/100-11
[11/200-111
111/102
111/103
111/104
[11/105
111/106
111/107
111/108
111/109
111/110
/111
11/112
111/113

[wartime articles]

[wartime articles]

[manuscript of My Country]

[manuscript of The Country That | Love]

[wartime articles handwritten and typed copies]
[wartime articles handwritten and typed copies]
[wartime manuscripts: From My Soul to Theirs. Part 1]
[wartime manuscripts: From My Soul to Theirs. Part 1]
[manuscript of Queen Marie’s first memoir, 1910-1916]
[manuscript of The Real Regina Maria, vol 1]
[manuscript of The Real Regina Maria, vol 1]
[manuscript of The Real Regina Maria, vol 1]

[diary 10 October 1914 — 17 September 1916]

[diary 18 September 1916 — 24 October 1916]

[diary 25 October 1916 — 26 November 1916]

[diary 27 November 1916 — 23 December 1916]

[diary 24 December 1916 — 26 January 1917]

[diary 27 January 1917 — 20 March 1917]

[diary 21 March 1917 — 5 June 1917]

[diary 6 June 1917 — 1 September 1917]

[diary 2 September 1917 — 2 November 1917]

[diary 3 November 1917 — 6 February 1918]

[diary 7 February 1918 — 8 April 1918]

[diary 9 April 1918 — 16 June 1918]

15



11/114 [diary 17 June 1918 — 19 September 1918]

11/115 [diary 20 September 1918 — 5 January 1919]

[11/118, 117121, 111/124, 111/125, 111/128, 111/130, 111/131, 11/135, 111/136, 111/137, 111/141,
[11/144, 111/163, 111/175. [post-war diaries]

V/2174, V/2180, V/2475, V/2699, V/2713, V/2814, V/2715, V/2716, V/2717, V/2718,
V/2719, V/2720, V/2721, V/2723, V/2725, V/2726, V/2728, V/2732, V/2799, V/2800,
V72802, V/2803, V/2805, V/2806, V/2812, V/2813, V/3152, V/3153, V/3154, V/3502,
V/3379, V/3381, V/3383, V/3386 [correspondence]

Other fonds: Casa Regala, files 41/1914 & 16/1916, Regele Ferdinand, file V/434.

Romanian Academy Library [B.A.R.]

Fonds Manuscripts — Regina Maria

S2(1)/CCLVI
S6(5)/CDLXXI
S12/CCLVII
$22(2)/CCLVI
825(107)/XCVI

Fonds Periodicals

P IV 371

P IV 667

P IV 4590
P I-IV 2079

[Adevarul]
[
[
[

Neamul Romanesc]

Romanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs Archive [M.A.E.]
Materia 71/914.E2, file 79, Vol. 99 — Familia Regala

27814, f.4
27816, £.5
27817, 1.6
27818, 1.6
28406, £.9
28407, £.10
28409, f.11

16



Royal Archives, Windsor [R.A.]
e PS/PSO/GV/C/Q/1550/125
e PS/PSO/GV/C/Q/1550/126
e GV/ADD/COPY/135

EDITED SOURCES

Queen Marie bibliography

Marie of Romania, The Lily of Life, London, Hodder & Stoughton, 1913.

Marie of Romania, The Dreamer of Dreams, London, Hodder & Stoughton, 1915.

Marie of Romania, The Stealer of Light, London, Hodder & Stoughton, 1916.

Marie of Romania, My Country, London, Hodder & Stoughton, 1916.

Marie of Romania, The Country That I Love: An Exile’s Memories, London, Duckworth, 1925.
Marie of Romania, The Story of My Life, New York, Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1934.

Marie of Romania, Ordeal: The Story of My Life, New York, Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1935.
Marie of Romania, Insemndri zilnice. Volum 2, Bucharest, Historia, 2006.

Marie of Romania, Insemndri zilnice. Volum 5, Bucharest, Historia, 2006.

Marie of Romania, The Real Regina Maria. The Story of a Soul, loana-Nicoleta Gaurean (ed.),
Bucharest, Cotroceni National Museum Publishing, 2023.

Primary sources. Diaries and Memoirs

ALIMANESTEANU, Pia, Insemnari din timpul ocupatiei germane. 1916-1918, Bucharest, Corint
Books, 2017.

ARGETOIANU, Constantin, Memorii pentru cei de mdine. Amintiri din vremea celor de ieri —
Volum 1. 1871-1916, Bucharest, Paul Editions, 2022.

ARGETOIANU, Constantin, Memorii pentru cei de mdine. Amintiri din vremea celor de ieri —
Volum 2. 1916-1918, Bucharest, Paul Editions, 2022.

AVERESCU, Alexandru, Notite zilnice din razboiu, 1916-1918, Bucharest, Cultura Nationala,
1935.

BACALBASA, Constantin, Bucurestii de altadata: 1910-1914, Bucharest, Editura Universul,
1936.

BACALBASA, Constantin, Capitala sub ocupatia dusmanului, 1916-1918, Bucharest, Editura
Vremea, 2017.

de BEAUPOIL, Auguste-Charles, Count of St. Aulaire, Insemndrile unui diplomat de altadata,
Bucharest, Humanitas, 2016.

BASSET, Louis, Razboiul unui slujitor devotat, Bucharest, Humanitas, 2019.

BERTHELOT, Henri M., Memorii si corespondenta, 1916-1919, Bucharest, Editura Militara,
2012.

BIBESCU, Martha, Jurnal 1915, Bucharest, Compania, 2001.

BUCHANNAN, George, My Mission to Russia and Other Diplomatic Memories. Vol II, London,
Cassel & Co. Ltd., 1923.

17



BUXHOEVEDEN, Sophie, The Life and Tragedy of Alexandra Feodorovna, Empress of Russia,
London & New York, Longmans, Green & Co., 1929.

CALLIMACHI, Anna-Maria, Yesterday Was Mine, New Y ork, McGraw-Hill Book Company Inc.,
1949.

CANCICOV, Vasile Th., Jurnal din vremea ocupatiei. 1916-1917, Bucharest, Humanitas, 2015.
CANCICOV, Vasile Th., Jurnal din vremea ocupatiei. 1917-1918, Bucharest, Humanitas, 2016.
CANTACUZINO, Sabina, Din viata familiei lon C. Bratianu. 1914-1919, Bucharest, Humanitas,
2014.

CANTACUZINO-ENESCU, Maria, Umbre si lumini, Bucharest, Paul Editions, 2022.
CARPENTER, Frank G., Carpenter’s World Travels: The Alps, the Danube, and the Near East,
New York, Doubleday, Page & Co., 1925.

CRISTESCU, Sorin (ed.), Scrisorile Regelui Carol I din arhiva de la Sigmaringen (1878-1905),
Bucharest, Paideia, 2011.

DEHN, Lili, The Real Tsaritsa, Boston, Little, Brown & Co., 1922.

DUCA, Ion Gheorghe, Amintiri politice, vol. 1, Munich, Jon Dumitru Verlag Publishing, 1981.
DUCA, Ion Gheorghe, Amintiri politice, vol. 2, Munich, Jon Dumitru Verlag Publishing, 1981.
DUCA, Ion Gheorghe, Amintiri politice, vol. 3, Munich, Jon Dumitru Verlag Publishing, 1981
GILLIARD, Pierre, Thirteen Years at the Russian Court, London, Hutchinson & Co. Ltd., 1921.
of GREECE, Prince Nicholas, My Fifty Years, London, Hutchinson & Co. Ltd., 1926.

of RUSSIA, Maria Pavlovna, Education of a Princess. A memoir, New York, The Viking Press,
1931.

of SPAIN, Eulalia, Courts and Countries after the War, New York, Dodd, Mead and Company,
1925.

von HINDENBURG, Paul, Out of My Life, New York, Cassel & Co., 1920.

MARGHILOMAN, Alexandru, Note politice, vol. 1, Bucharest, Editura Scripta, 1993.
MARGHILOMAN, Alexandru, Note politice, vol. 2, Bucharest, Editura Machiavelli, 1994.
MOSSOLOV, Alexandru Alexandrovich, At the Court of the Last Tsar, London, Methuen & Co.
Ltd, 1935.

MOSSOLOV, Alexandru Alexandrovich, Misiunea mea in Romdnia, Bucharest, Silex, 1997.
NETZHAMMER, Raymund, Episcop in Romdnia — Intr-o epoci a conflictelor nationale si
religioase, vol. 1, Bucharest, Editura Academiei Romane, 2005.

PALEOLOGUE, Paleologue, An Ambassador’s Memoirs — Vol. III, London, Hutchinson & Co.
Ltd., 1925.

POLIZU-MICSUNESTI, Nicolae, Niculae Filipescu: Insemnari, 1914-1916, Bucharest, Corint
Books, Bucharest, 2017.

PROCOPIU, Grigore, Parlamentul in pribegie 1916-1918. Amintiri, note, impresii, Bucharest,
Humanitas, 2018.

RAINER, Martha, File de jurnal, Bucharest, Paul Editions, 2021.

de SCHELKING, Eugene, Recollections of a Russian Diplomat. The Suicide of Monarchies —
Wilhelm II & Nicholas II, New York, The MacMillan Company, 1918.

VIROUBOVA, Anna, Memories of the Russian Court, New York, The MacMillan Company,
1923.

18



VOPICKA, Charles J., Secrets of the Balkans. Seven Years of a Diplomat’s Life in the Storm
Centre of Europe, Chicago, Rand McNally & Company, 1921.

WASHBURN, Stanley, On the Russian Front in World War One: Memoirs of an American War
Correspondent, New York, Robert Speller & Sons, 1982.

Secondary sources. Journal articles

ATANASIU, Victor, ,,Unele consideratii asupra angajarii Romaniei in Primul Razboi Mondial —
Ipoteza Z”, in Studii: Revista de Istorie, vol. 24, 1971, pp. 1211-1230.

BALANOVICI, Sergiu, “Divizia 8 infanterie In perioada neutralitatii si in Campania din anul
19167, in Acta Moldaviae Septentrionalis, X/111, 2011, pp. 207-216.

BRATIANU, Elise, “Averescu — 1918”, Ioan Scurtu (ed.), in Magazin Istoric, 5/1997, p. 41
BUCUR, Maria, “Between the Mother of the Wounded and the Virgin of Jiu: Romanian Women
and the Gender of Heroism during the Great War”, in Journal of Women's History, 12(2), 2000,
pp- 30-56.

CIOBANU, Stefan S., “Reflectii asupra vietii lui Nicolae Filipescu. Nicolae Filipescu si idealul
national”, in Bucuresti - Materiale de Istorie si Muzeografie, XXII, 2008, pp. 192-211.
CRISTESCU, Sorin, “Destinul se opune abdicarii. Un proiect al Regelui Carol devine public dupa
83 de ani”, in Magazin istoric, no. 10, October 1997, pp. 19-21.

DOCEA, Vasile, “Regele Carol: Jurnal, ultima paginad”, in Lecturn, 111, 1(9), January-March 2015.
FELS, Anna, “Do Women Lack Ambition?”, in Harvard Business Review, 82(4), 2004, pp. 50-60.
GAUREAN, Ioana-Nicoleta, “The Dawn of 1918: Marie of Romania — A Queen in Opposition”,
in World War I and the Birth of a New World Order. The End of an Era, loan Bolovan and Oana
Mihaela Tamas (eds.), Newcastle, Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2020, pp. 97-118.
GRANDHOMME, Jean-Noél, ““L’homme fort du Royaume.” La Reine Marie et la construction
de la Grande Roumanie, 1913-1922”, in Guerres mondiales et conflits contemporains, vol. 264,
issue 4, 2016, pp. 7-22.

HACKER, Barton C. and VINING, Margaret, “Cutting a New Pattern: Uniforms and Women’s
Mobilization for War, 1854-1919”, in Textile History, no. 41, supplement 1, 2010, pp. 101-143.
HAUSNER, Sophie, “Traditional Costume, Nurse’s Dress, Uniform — The Clothing of Red Cross
Nurses in the First World War as Presented in the Autobiographical Texts of Adrienne Thomas
and Helene Mierisch (1930/34)”, in Fashioning the Self in Transcultural Settings: The Uses and
Significance of Dress in Self-Narratives, Claudia Ulbrich & Richard Wittmann (eds.), Ergon
Verlag, Wiirzburg, 2016.

KAPLAN, Laurie, ““How Funny I Must Look with my Breeches Pulled Down to my Knees’:
Nurses” Memoirs and Autobiographies from The Great War,” in Dressing Up For War:
Transformations of Gender and Genre in the Discourse and Literature of War, Aranzazu
Usandizaga & Andrew Monnickendam (eds.), Rodopi, New York, 2001.

PAPERNO, Irina, “What Can Be Done with Diaries?”, in The Russian Review, vol. 63, no. 4,2004,
pp. 561-573.

PETRONI, A., ,,Prima scoald de asistentimedicali din lume - ScoalaSpitalului Sf. Thomas din
Londra”, in Munca Sanitara, 17 (8), August 1969, pp. 449-454.

SAKULKU, Jaruwan and ALEXANDER, James, “The Impostor Phenomenon”, in International
Journal of Behavioural Studies, 6(1), 2011.

19



SHANAFELT, Gary W., “Activism and Inertia: Ottokar Czernin's Mission to Romania, 1913—
1916, Austrian History Yearbook, 19(1), 1983, pp. 189-214.

SORG, Moritz A., “Of Traitors and Saints: Foreign Consorts between Accusations and Propaganda
in the First World War”, in The Court Historian, 24(1), 2019, pp. 1-16.

STIMSON, Julia C., “The Nurse’s Uniform”, in The American Journal of Nursing, 36(4), 1936,
pp. 367-372.

TOMA, Gheorghe and BOARU, Gheorghe, “Campaign Plans and Romanian Strategic Thought in
the First World War. Conclusions and Lessons for the Romanian Military Art”, in Revista
Academiei de Stiinte ale Securitatii Nationale, vol. 1/2018, pp. 71-81.

TORREY, Glenn E., “Romania leaves the War: The Decision to Sing an Armistice, December
19177, in East European Quarterly, 23(3), 1989.

TURLEA, Petre, “Nicolae lorga la lasi in vreme de razboi”, in Limba Romana, 263(3), 2021, pp.
109-117.

Secondary sources. Books and collective studies

ALMEDINGEN, E.M., The Empress Alexandra: 1872-1918, London, Hutchinson & Co., 1961.
ANTIP, Constantin, Istoria presei romdne, Bucharest, Academia Stefan Gheorghiu, 1979.
ARMA, Alexandru, Bucurestiul sub bombele germane, august-noiembrie 1916, Bucharest,
Editura Vremea, 2015.

ARONSON, Theo, Crowns in Conflict: The Triumph and the Tragedy of European Monarchy,
1910-1918, London, Thistle Publishing, 2015.

ARONSON, Theo, 4 Family of Kings: The Descendants of Christian IX of Denmark, Borough,
Lume Books, 2020.

BADEA-PAUN, Gabriel, Carmen Sylva: Uimitoarea Regina Elisabeta a Romdniei, Bucharest,
Humanitas, 2008.

de BEAUVOIR, Simone, The Second Sex, London, Lowe and Brydone Ltd., 1956.

BELANGER, C. et al., Histoire générale de la presse frangaise, vol.3: 1871-1940, Paris, PUF,
1972.

BEURIER, Joelle, Photographier la Grande Guerre, France-Allemagne: héroisme et violence
dans les magazines, Rennes, Presses Universitaires de Rennes, 2016.

BIBESCU, Martha, Some Royalties and a Prime Minister. Portraits from Life, New York, D.
Appleton and Company, 1930.

BOIA, Lucian, Germanofilii: Elita intelectuala romdneasca in anii Primului Razboi Mondial,
Bucharest, Humanitas, 2014.

BULEI, lon, Conservatori si conservatorism in Romania, Editura Enciclopedicd, Bucharest, 2000.
BULEI, lon, Maria. O regina in razboi, Bucharest, Litera, 2019.

CADBURY, Deborah, Queen Victoria’s Matchmaking: The Royal Marriages that Shaped Europe,
London, Bloomsbury, 2017.

CARR, Catrine, King, Kaiser, Tsar: Three Royal Cousins Who Led the World to War, New York,
Walker & Co., 2006.

CIUPALA, Alin, Batdlia lor. Femeile din Romdnia in Primul Rdzboi Mondial, Bucharest,
Polirom, 2017.

20



CIUPALA, Alin, “Epidemia de tifos exantematic din Romania in perioada Primului Rizboi
de Scaun, 2020.

COLLINS, Frederick L., This King Business: Intimate Accounts of Royalty, New York, The
Century Co., New York, 1923.

CORTI, Caesar E., The English Empress: A Study in the Relations Between Queen Victoria and
Her Eldest Daughter, Empress Frederick of Germany, London, Cassell & Co., 1957.
CRISTESCU, Sorin (ed.), Misiunea Contelui Czernin in Romdnia, Bucharest, Editura Militara,
2016.

CRISTESCU, Sorin (ed.), Regele Ferdinand cel Loial. Din amintirile contemporanilor sdi,
Bucharest, Corint Books, 2022.

ELSBERRY, Terence, Marie of Romania. The Intimate Life of a 20™ Century Queen, London,
Cassell, 1973.

ERICKSON, Carolly, Alexandra. The Last Tsarina, New York, St. Martin’s Press, 2001.
GAUTHIER, Guy, Missy, Regina Romdniei, Bucharest, Humanitas, 2008.

GELARDI, Julia P., Born to Rule: Five Reigning Consorts, Granddaughters of Queen Victoria,
New York, St. Martin’s Griffin, 2005.

GELARDI, Julia P., From Splendour to Revolution, New York, St. Martin’s Griffin, 2011.
GILBERT, Martin, The Challenge of War: 1914-1916, London, William Heinemann Ltd., 1971.
GLENCROSS, Matthew (ed.), The State Visits of Edwards VII — Reinventing Royal Diplomacy for
the 20™ Century, London, Palgrave MacMillan, 2015.

GLENCROSS, Matthew (ed.), Royal Heirs and the Uses of Soft Power in 19th Century Europe,
London, Palgrave MacMillan, 2016.

GLENCROSS, Matthew (ed.), Monarchies and the Great War, London, Palgrave MacMillan,
2018.

HALL, Coryne, Rasputin’s Killer and His Romanov Princess, Stroud, Amberley Publishing, 2023.
HITCHINS, Keith, lon I. C. Bratianu — Romania, London, Haus Historues, 2011.

HITCHINS, Keith, Romania: 1866-1947, Bucharest, Humanitas, 2013.

ION, Narcis Dorin et al., Regina Elisabeta a Romaniei. Un secol de eternitate, Sinaia, Muzeul
National Peles, 2019.

IORDACHE, Anastasie, lon I.C. Bratianu. Un corifeu al democratiei si al liberalismului
romdnesc, Bucharest, Editura Albatros, 2007.

KING, Greg, The Last Empress: The Life and Times of Alexandra Feodorovna, Tsarina of Russia,
New York, Carol Publishing Group, 1996.

KORNEVA, Galina and CHEBOKSAROVA, Tatiana, Grand Duchess Marie Paviovna,
California, Eurohistory, 2014.

LEON, George B., Greece and the Great Powers, 1914-1917, Thessaloniki, Institute for Balkan
Studies, 1974.

LIEVEN, DominiC, Nicholas II: Twilight of the Empire, New York, St Martin’s Press, 1993.
MACMILLAN, Margaret, The War that Ended Peace, London, Profile Books, 2013.

MAGER, Hugo, Elizabeth, Grand Duchess of Russia, New York, Carroll & Graf Publishers Inc.,
1998.

MAMINA, lon, Consilii de Coroand, Bucharest, Editura Enciclopedica, 1997.

21



MANDACHE, Diana, Viva Regina Maria, Bucharest, Corint Books, 2016.

MARCUS, Della L., Her Eternal Crown: Queen Marie of Romania and the Baha'i Faith, Oxford,
George Ronald, 2000.

MAY, Arthur J. May, The Passing of the Habsburg Monarchy. Volume 1, Philadelphia, University
of Pennsylvania Press, 1966.

MCCRONE, David and BECHHOFER, Understanding National Identity, Cambridge, Cambridge
University Press, 2015.

MCLEAN, Roderick, Royalty and Diplomacy in Europe: 1890-1914, Cambridge, Cambridge
University Press, 2007.

MONTEFIORE, Simon Sebag, The Romanovs: 1613-1918, London, Weidenfeld & Nicolson,
2016.

NEGOITA, Citilin (ed.), Presa Primului Rizboi Mondial, Bucharest, Tritonic, 2015.
NEGOITA, Citilin (ed.), Mediamorfoze IIl. Jurnalisti si scriitori in transeele Marelui Razboi,
Bucharest, Tritonic, 2017.

NEGOITA, Citilin (ed.), Mediamorfoze IV. Si presa a creat Romdnia, Bucharest, Tritonic, 2018.
NICOL, Donald M., The Immortal Emperor: The Life and Legend of Constantine Palaiologos,
Last Emperor of the Romans, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1992.

OTU, Petre, Maresalul Alexandru Averescu. Militarul, omul politic, legenda, Bucharest, Litera,
2022.

PAKULA, Hannah, The Last Romantic, New York, Simon & Schuster Inc., 1895.

POPA, Vasile, Misiunea Generalului Coanda la STAVKA. 1916-1917, Bucharest, Editura
Militara, 2010.

QUINLAN, Paul D., Regele Playboy — Carol al II-lea al Romaniei, Bucharest, Humaniatas, 2008.
RAPPAPORT, Helen, Four Sisters. The Lost Lives of the Romanov Grand Duchesses, London,
Pan MacMillan, 2014.

RAPPAPORT, Helen, The Race to Save the Romanovs, London, Windmill Books, 2019.

READ, Piers Paul, The Templars, Boston, Da Capo Press, 2006.

RITTER, Gerhard, The Sword and the Sceptre: The Problem of Militarism in Germany. Volume
3: The Tragedy of Statesmanship. Bethmann Hollweg as War Chancellor, 1914-1917, Miami,
University of Miami Press, 1972.

ROHL, John C.G., Wilhelm II: Into the Abyss of War and Exile, 1910-1941, Cambridge,
Cambridge University Press, 2014.

SCURTU, loan, Istoria Romaniei in timpul celor patru Regi. Regele Ferdinand, Bucharest, Editura
Enciclopedica, 2010.

SETON-WATSON, R.W., 4 History of the Romanians, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press,
1934,

SICCARDI, Cristina, Elena. La regina mai dimenticata [Elena. The Most Forgotten Queen],
Paoline Editoriale Libri, Milano, 1996.

SMITH, Douglas, Rasputin: Faith, Power and the Twilight of the Romanovs, London, MacMillan,
2017.

SPECTOR, Sherman D., Rumania at the Paris Peace Conference. A Study of the Diplomacy of
Ion I.C. Bratianu, New Y ork, Bookman Associates Inc., 1962.

22



von STACKELBERG, Natalie, The Life of Carmen Sylva — Queen of Roumania, London, Kegan
Paul, Trench, Trubner & Co. Limited, 1890.

STOBART, Mabel A.B., War and Women — from Experience in the Balkans and Everywhere, G.
Bell & Sons, Ltd., London, 1913.

STONE, Norman, The Eastern Front: 1914-1917, London, Penguin Books, 1998.

STRACHAN, Hew, The First World War: To Arms, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2003.
SULLIVAN, Michael John, 4 Fatal Passion. The Story of Victoria Melita, the Uncrowned Last
Empress of Russia, Random House, New York, 1997.

SYKES, Christopher, Nancy. The life of Lady Astor, New York, Harper & Row Publishers, 1972.
TORREY, Glenn E., Romania and World War One, lasi, Centre for Romanian Studies, 1999.
TORREY, Glenn E., The Romanian Battlefront in WW1I, Lawrence, University Press Kansas,
2011.

WALSH, Edmund A., The Fall of the Russian Empire. The Story of the Last of the Romanovs and
the Coming of the Bolsheviks, Boston, Little Brown & Co., 1928.

WILSON, A.N., Prince Albert. The Man Who Saved the Monarchy, London, Atlantic Books, 2019.

ONLINE SOURCES

French press:
¢ Biblioteque Nationale de France, Gallica: https://gallica.bnf.fr

British press:
e Daily Mail historical archive portal: https://www.gale.com/intl/c/daily-mail-historical-
archive

e The British Newspaper Archive: https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
e The Times historical archive portal: https://www.thetimes.co.uk/archive

American press:
e Library of Congress, digital collections: https://www.loc.gov/collections/
e Newspapers™ by Ancestry®: https://www.newspapers.com/
e The New York Times historical archive portal: https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/

German press:
e Deutsche Digitale Bibliothek, Deutsches Zeitungsportal: https://www.deutsche-digitale-
bibliothek.de/newspaper

Austrian press:
e Osterreichische Nationalbibliothek, ANNO Historische Zeitungen und Zeitschriften:
https://anno.onb.ac.at/

23


https://gallica.bnf.fr/
https://www.gale.com/intl/c/daily-mail-historical-archive
https://www.gale.com/intl/c/daily-mail-historical-archive
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/archive
https://www.loc.gov/collections/
https://www.newspapers.com/
https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/
https://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/newspaper
https://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/newspaper
https://anno.onb.ac.at/

