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SUMMARY
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Romanian-Hungarian relations during Dr. Petru Groza's mandate were extremely
complex and characterized by competition, conflicts and cooperation. During the period 1945-
1952, while Groza held the position of Prime Minister of Romania, important political
transformations took place in Eastern Europe, through the establishment of communist regimes.
Among the important issues that formed the basis of relations between Romania and Hungary
during the Groza government, two stood out. First, the return to the Romanian-Hungarian
border established at Trianon by obtaining the recognition of belonging to the Romanian state
of the Transylvanian territory ceded to Hungary in 1940, as well as solving the problem of
ethnic minorities. The existence of a significant number of ethnic Hungarians living in Romania
made them request autonomy as well as the possibility of territorial claims in favor of Hungary.
On the other hand, the Romanian government, which did not agree with these requests from the
neighboring country, did everything possible to maintain the Transylvanian territory in its
entirety, taking the commitment to increase the rights of the Hungarian community. Adopting a
conciliatory policy towards the Hungarians, the government of Petru Groza strove at the same
time to stop Hungarian nationalist movements and maintain stability in the country. After the
end of World War 11, the political landscape for both states evolved further under communist

leadership and they tried to promote their own interests.

The doctoral thesis, entitled Romanian-Hungarian relations during the government of
Petru Groza 1945-1952, analyzes a delicate and important subject for the contemporary history
of Romania, which was hidden in the Romanian historiographical discourse for decades,
because there were hardly any studies that presented in an objective way Romanian-Hungarian
relations. After the fall of the communist regime, due to the political context, the attention of
historians and researchers was directed either to subjects forbidden by the communists, or in
agreement with research trends at the international level, so that Romanian-Hungarian relations

from the period between 1945-1952 are not received due attention.



A first argument that underlies the choice of this topic is due to my previous
undergraduate and master's research on the political leader Petru Groza and his government. |
chose to study about this political personality because after the Second World War, most of the
major figures in history, such as Gheorghe Gheorghiu-Dej or Nicolae Ceausescu, were of great
interest to historians. They tried through their research to discover the course of their political
evolution, and bring them up to date. I can say that, thanks to the various sources, some
personalities have had in-depth and consistent research, while others, like Petru Groza, are still
waiting to be included in a scientific research, because only a few have been dedicated to this

personality research papers.

The second argument regarding the choice of theme is due to the fact that aspects of
his governance in relation to the Hungarian minority have been insufficiently treated over time,

thus allowing me to formulate the following research questions:
1. What was the political context of the formation of the Petru Groza government?

2. What was Petru Groza's policy towards the Romanian-Hungarian issue from the time

he took power until the end of the Second World War?

3. How were Romanian-Hungarian relations from the end of the Second World War until
the beginning of the Peace Conference. What was Petru Groza's position on the matter of

Transylvania?

4. How did Petru Groza get involved in the Paris Peace Conference (1946-1947)? but

also the two Romanian and Hungarian delegations?

5. How did Romanian-Hungarian relations evolve internally and externally during the

period 1947-1952?

The last argument I bring in support of the importance of the subject of the doctoral
thesis refers to the importance that Petru Groza had during the time he was prime minister,
because he was a crucial figure in Romanian-Hungarian relations, having a significant
contribution in the regaining of Northern Transylvania but also in maintaining stability in this

area torn by inter-ethnic conflicts.

The topicality of the theme is also brought by the research methodology, and this aims
at an interpretation of different primary sources, composed of archival documents, oral history

interviews and memoirs. By using several types of sources, it helped us create a complete



picture of the relations between the two states, as well as between the two nationalities during

the Government of Petru Groza.

In order to develop this doctoral thesis, I mostly researched only documentary funds
from the National Archives of Romania, as well as those from the Archives of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. The results were corroborated with secondary sources. To the extent that they
were made available to us, we studied the following archival funds from the Central National
Historical Archives in Bucharest, such as: Fondul Presedintiei Consiliului de Ministri.
Stenograme 1944-1959, al Comitetului Central al Partidului Comunist-sectia Relatii externe,
Comitetului Central al Partidului Comunist-sectia Cancelarie, Comitetului Central al
Partidului Comunist-sectia Agrara, Comitetului Central al Partidului Comunist-sectia
Propaganda si Agitatie, Comitetului Central al Partidului Comunist-sectia Economica, fondul
Oficiul de Documentare si Studii Administrative, Fondul Inspectoratului General al
Jandarmeriei, fondul Directiei Generale a Politiei, fondul Ministerului Afacerilor Interne, cat
si cele judetene de la Cluj: fondul Serviciului de Informatii Cluj-Turda. Biroul de Cenzura, al
Uniunii Populare Maghiare. Organizatia Turda si Cluj, al Comitetului Regional PCR Cluj, si

Hunedoara: Fondul Parchetul Tribunalului Hunedoara-Deva.

Most of the documents that came to us from the National Archives were in the form of
briefing notes, reports and transcripts. There were certain limitations in our approach due to the
restrictions imposed on their consultation in the study room, and this resulted in the
impossibility of consulting all funds that could complement our research. The documents from
the Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs were presented in the form of diplomatic notes,
being part of a single fund entitled Special Files/Hungary, most of them not being numbered.
They are particularly valuable and have helped us in outlining the chapters in the thesis and

subsequently in the analysis we have undertaken.

It must be emphasized that an important part of the studied sources, especially those
from the Archive of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, are unpublished, and we had the privilege
of researching them in detail. The memoirs also benefited from special attention from us, giving
us a broader perspective on the period we are dealing with, trying to find out what were the
principles by which both intellectuals and political decision-makers were guided once they
arrived at the political scene. We also used the interview method, because oral history is an
important tool in reconstructing our past. The interviews were conducted on audio, with the
consent of the interviewees. They were carried out in the town of Deva, Hunedoara county and
were later transcribed on electronic media. Due to the advantage I had of being a "local", 1
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wanted to see how Petru Groza remained in the collective memory of Hunedor, so I tried to get
information from the older ones, who lived or grew up during the period which Petru Groza
was active on the political scene. Of course, the people who lived those times remained
extremely few, at the same time representing a challenge in finding them. A special interview
is the one taken with the grandson of Dr. Petru Groza, who told us about his childhood with his
grandfather as well as his political activity. Our research continued by consulting vintage media
such as: Scanteia, Adevarul, Universul, Semnalul, Timpul, Libertatea Poporului, Adevarul
Ardealului, Romania Libera, Frontul Plugarilor as well as some from the local level such as
Zori noi which was active in Hunedoara county. Monitorul Oficial together with the volumes
of documents edited by Andreea Andreescu and Lucian Nastasi®, as well as those elaborated by
Marcel Dumitru Ciuci?, Cornel Sigmirean® or Florin Valeriu Dobrinescu®, were of real use to

us.

In the investigative approach, we also turned to secondary sources that helped us add
some additions to the topic addressed. Some relevant examples that [ want to mention here are
the publications written after the 90s by historians such as Reuben H. Markham®, Nicolae
Baciu®, Dorin-Liviu Bitfoi’, Marcela Sélégeang, Stefano Bottoni®, Petre Iurlealo, Lonhart

Tamas!!, Antonio Faur'?, Florin Constantiniu®3, Vasile Puscas'* or Vladimir Tismineanu®® who

! Andreea Andreescu, Lucian Nastasi-Kovacs (ed.), Ethnocultural minorities: documentary evidence. Hungarians
from Romania (1945-1955), Cluj-Napoca, Resource Center for Ethnocultural Diversity, 2002.

2 Marcel-Dumitru Ciuci (ed.), Transcripts of Council of Ministers Meetings. The governance of Dr. Petru Groza.
The establishment of the pro-communist regime, vol. 1II (March 14, 1946-January 31, 1947), Braila, Istros
Publishing House, 2017.

8 Cornel Sigmirean, Corneliu Cezar Sigmirean, (Publishing House), Romania and Hungary before the Paris Peace
Conference (1945-1947), Targu Mures, "Petru Maior" University Publishing House, 2010.

# Valeriu Florin Dobrinescu, French documents about Transylvania: 1944-1947, Bucharest, Vremea Publishing
House, 2001.

5> Reuben H. Markham, Romania under the Soviet yoke, Bucharest, Fundatia Academia Civica Publishing House,
1996.

6 Nicolae Baciu, The Agony of Romania 1944-1948: the secret files accuse, Bucharest, Saeculum Publishing
House, 1997.

" Dorin-Liviu Bitfoi, Petru Groza, the last bourgeois: a biography, Bucharest, Compania Publishing House, 2004.
8 Marcela Siligean, Transylvania in the game of interests of the Great Powers (1940-1947), Cluj-Napoca, Mega
Publishing House, 2013.

% Stefano Bottoni, Red Transylvania: Romanian communism and the national problem: 1944-1965, Cluj-Napoca,
Kriterion Publishers.

10 Petre Turlea, Romanians and Hungarians 1945-2018, Ploiesti, Karta-Graphic Publishing House, 2018.

1 L8nhart Tamas, The Hungarian People's Union during the establishment of the communist regime: (1944-1948),
Cluj-Napoca, Argonaut Publishing House, 2008.

12 Antonio Faur, Manifestations of the revisionist spirit in the counties of northwestern Transylvania: (1944-1945),
Oradea, Publishing House of the University of Oradea, 2003.

13 Florin Constantiniu, P.C.R., Patrascanu and Transylvania, 1945-1946, Bucharest, Enciclopedic Publishing
House, 2001.

14 Vasile Puscas, Dr. Petru Groza for a "new world", Cluj-Napoca, Dacia Publishing House, 1985.

15 Vladimir Tismineanu, Stalinism for eternity. A political history of Romanian communism, Polirom Publishing
House, Iasi, 2005.



directly or tangentially addressed the subject of Romanian-Hungarian relations in the interval
analyzed by us as well as various aspects of the establishment of the communist regime in
Romania. We must also mention the appearance in the Romanian historiographic space over
the years of some analyzes carried out by Fiilép Mihaly'®, Marcela Salagean?’, Virgiliu Tarau?®,
who dealt with the problem of Transylvania in close connection with the relations between the

two ethnic groups.

Out of the desire to offer as broad a vision as possible, the work Romanian-Hungarian
relations during the Petru Groza government (1945-1952) is divided into five chapters, some of
which are also divided into sub-chapters, to which is added the "Introduction", ,, Conclusions",
"Bibliography" and "Annexes". The chapters of the work have the role of valorizing the results

of the scientific approach, using mostly Romanian archival sources.

The first chapter, The Context of the Formation of the Petru Groza Government (August
23, 1944-March 6, 1945), analyzes the political changes that took place before Dr. Petru Groza
became the Prime Minister of Romania. The following events contributed significantly to the
subsequent evolution of the political situation: the "Palace Strike" given by King Mihai I in
order to remove Marshal Ion Antonescu from the government on August 23, 1944; the entry of
Romania into the sphere of Soviet influence with the arrival of the Red Army in our country;
the gradual increase in the influence of PcdR; the attempts of the young monarch to put at the
helm of the country governments favorable to democracy like the one led by Constantin
Sanatescu. During the Sanatescu government, the Armistice Convention was signed in Moscow
on September 12, 1944; the tensions between the king and the Soviets due to his appointment
of a new minister in the person of Nicolae Radescu; the forced resignation of General Radescu
following the visit of A.I. Visinki in Bucharest for Mihai I to accept a pro-communist cabinet.
All these factors contributed to the formation on March 6, 1945 of the government led by Petru
Groza, his appointment being conditional on the return of the Transylvanian territory between

the Romanian borders.

The second chapter, Petru Groza's policy towards the Romanian-Hungarian issue from

the seizure of power until the end of the Second World War, deals with a rather complex subject,

16 Fulop Mihaly Unfinished peace. The Council of Ministers of Foreign Affairs and the Hungarian peace treaty
(1947), Publishing House European Institute, Iasi, 2007.

17 Marcela Siligean, "The legal, administrative and political status of Northern Transylvania, November 1944-
March 1945", in Bistritei Magazine, no. XII-XIII, 1990.

8 Virgiliu Tarau, ,,The problem of Transylvania in the equation of the communization of Romania, in vol.
Sovietization of North-West Romania (1944-1950), Viorel Ciubota Publishing House, Satu Mare, Satmarean
Museum Publishing House, 1996



focusing on the policies applied by the Petru Groza Government towards the ethnic population
Hungarian. The sources of information show us how difficult it was for the Executive to ensure
peace in Northern Transylvania, although it tried to satisfy those of Hungarian nationality a
significant part of the demands demanded by the Hungarian People's Union which represented
them at the political level. Immediately after taking office, Petru Groza wanted to ensure that
Transylvania would return to the Romanian state, so on March 7, 1945, he sent a telegram to
the leader of the Soviet Union, asking him to confirm this fact. The answer was a quick one, a
day away, Groza being informed of the acceptance given by Stalin who was interested in
maintaining a government favorable to the Soviet Union. The return of the Romanian
administration took place on March 9, but it was done with the disagreement of the Hungarian
minority that was against this decision. To mark the celebration of this event, festivities marking
this success took place in Cluj. Petru Groza, gave speeches in both Romanian and Hungarian,
hoping to obtain a vote of confidence from the Hungarians present who were more numerous
than the Romanians. This proves to us that the government was not approved by the Romanians,
due to the fact that it was composed mostly of communists. Even though Groza promised to
satisfy the demands of the Hungarians, the tensions caused by the loss of Transylvania to
Romania intensified in the following months. A part of the ethnic Hungarians were opposed to
return to Romanian official positions in northern Transylvania or to have a good coexistence
relationship with the Romanian population. This produced a difficult situation for the
Romanians there despite the fact that the government together with the UPM worked to ensure
their political, administrative, social, cultural, border crossing, religious, land ownership or
education rights. in order to alleviate these conflicts that continued even after the end of the

Second World War.

The third chapter, Romanian-Hungarian relations from the end of the Second World War
to the beginning of the Paris Peace Conference. Petru Groza's position on the issue of
Transylvania, continues to analyze the evolution of Romanian-Hungarian relations at the
political and social level during the mentioned period. In this chapter we try to follow the
involvement of the Groza government in solving the problems of the Hungarian community. At
the political level, the communists found in the UPM a faithful ally, which for obvious reasons
wanted to support them. In order to promote good relations between the two parties, the Groza
Government approved that the Hungarian People's Union could organize the first free Congress.
Of course, those from the government led by Petru Groza were also present at this, where

speeches were held regarding the cooperation between Romania and Hungary, in order to make



the ethnic Hungarians cooperate with the Romanian state. While at the UPM congress people
were talking about the "Romanian-Hungarian brotherhood", the Romanian population was
angry with Groza, because he struggled to provide them with what the Hungarians demanded,
sometimes to their disadvantage, being put in difficulty. According to the prime minister, a
measure aimed at alleviating the animosities between the two nationalities was related to the
field of higher education. This consisted in the drafting of two royal decrees that provided for
the operation of two universities in Cluj: one in Romanian and the other in Hungarian. Even if
the decision was received enthusiastically by the Hungarian side, it did not stop the inter-ethnic
conflicts and dissatisfaction with the Romanian state. Through the measures taken to support
the minority, a part of the Hungarian population continued to harbor dissatisfaction, but Petru
Groza never thought of a radical solution to end the conflict. He stood firm in the face of the
territorial claims of the Hungarians, stating that Northern Transylvania belongs to Romania,
and he will fight together with the Romanian delegation at the Paris Peace Conference so that

parts of it do not come under the authority of Budapest again.

Chapter Four, Petru Groza and the Paris Peace Conference (1946-1947), pay special
attention to this historical moment for the Romanian state. In a first stage, the diplomatic actions
of Romania and Hungary until the beginning of the conference are presented, and later in the
second part we analyze the steps taken by the two countries in the framework of the works to
obtain from the Great Powers what each claimed. The end of the chapter later focuses on the

signing of the peace treaty with Romania.

The last chapter, The evolution of Romanian-Hungarian relations internally and
externally (1947-1952), is the most extensive of the work and deals with Romanian-Hungarian
relations both internally where the events and measures taken by the Petru Groza government
in political, educational and confessional level regarding the Hungarian community as well as
those on the external level, where the main actors are Romania and Hungary which, due to the
political context, resume diplomatic relations through which cultural and economic relations

are established.
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