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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this dissertation is to explore the experience and the concerns of
Palestinian gifted girls in East Jerusalem. This study focuses on talented Palestinian
girls in East Jerusalem, who live in difficult political, economic, social, and
educational circumstances. These girls are ignored on multiple levels with their
giftedness not being identified or encouraged due to a complete lack of systematic

research or policy support and educational opportunities.

Some of the existing literature is based on quantitative research methods with no
reference to Palestinian girls who live in East Jerusalem. For effective policy
development and supportive educational interventions it is important to add literature
to the field that exposes the reality, experience and views of the gifted Palestinian

girls themselves.

Qualitative research methods have been utilized for this study, especially the use of
grounded theory and narrative case studies. Twenty research participants were
selected and interviewed in their homes in East Jerusalem over the period of one year.
Two of these girls were selected for the pilot study, which enabled the author to enter
the field and to identify issues related to these girls. Also, one teacher and one mother
were interviewed in order to provide confirming data throughout the study. The data
of the interviews, the research journal, and the girls’ diaries were coded and analyzed

by using grounded theory techniques.

The major findings of this study show that these girls live between the expectations of
family, school and community; for these girls it was the first time that they were able

to express their own stories and unique concerns regarding the meaning of being



gifted and being different from others in the family, school, and society. Their stories
highlight the paradox between their personal dreams and acting as a normal girl in a
traditional society. The research revealed that the most important challenges facing
the girls are the socially constructed responsibilities and the fact of having different
roles (i.e.: being a daughter, a good wife, a special mother, a member of a ‘minority’,
while facing the daily life) which are imposed by their social and economic conditions
from the beginning of their presence in school and even before. These girls expressed
their determination to change their reality with an emphasis on not forgetting
themselves. They manifest a sense of alienation and reflection of their reality. The
majority of girls perceive their school experience as ‘bad’ or ‘the most difficult thing’,
which means that they weren’t satisfied about the school system and in particular one
major element, the high school graduation exam (i.e.: tawjiheei'), teacher behavior as
well as the method of assessing distinguished girls. Most of the girls expressed that
the school was an undesirable place to develop their talents, especially due to the lack
of extra-curricular activities. The testimonies of the girls in this study provide
examples of being a confined girl by living in East Jerusalem as a “limited space”.
Despite the family’s fundamental role in growth and education, several girls in this
study indicated that their families are still thinking traditionally, which limit their

ambitions and their ability for change.

The research revealed four major themes and related categories capturing the reality
and perception of female giftedness in East Jerusalem. The themes range from feeling
and being different and gifted (themes 1 and 2) to being limited in options and

freedom (theme 3) to the drive to make change and break out from destiny (theme 4).

! Tawjihee refers to the secondary general education exam held at the end of 12" grade and used as a
major factor for university admission and subject choice.



The implication of these findings are that gifted Palestinian girls do have a strong
determination and sense of who they are, but live between the Separation Walls of
their families, schools, society, and the constraining political context of East
Jerusalem. Public policy makers, schools, counselors, teachers and parents must work

on identifying and supporting the talents of these girls.



