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 This doctoral thesis – “Aspects of Cultural and Academic Associationism in 

Bukovina. From the Bukovinian Society Arboroasa (1875-1877) to Junimea (1878-1938)” – 

is the result of six years of research in archives and libraries in Iasi, Bucharest, Suceava, Cluj-

Napoca and Piatra-Neamt. This work aims to study the evolution of the cultural-national 

societies of Bukovina, focusing on Societies Arboroasa and Junimea in Cernăuţi. The two 

students’ societies were less studied; this is the reason for offering ample research of their 

activity in the larger context of Bukovinian associationism and the Romanian one. These two 

associations made an important contribution to the Romanian people's cultural and national 

unity, consistently supporting the Romanian identity landmarks.  

 This research is dedicated to Bukovina, a Romanian territory with a troubled history 

that was under the domination of several powers for over 250 years. Bukovina belonged first 

to Moldova, then Austria, Romania, the USSR, Romania, then the USSR again; nowadays, it 

is split between Romania and Ukraine. The centenary of Great Romania celebrated in 2018, 

represented an impulse for the present doctoral thesis. Additionally, the reduced number of 

works dedicated to the cultural societies of Bukovina since their foundation till the Second 

World War motivated us to further our research.  

 This doctoral thesis started in 2018 when the historiographic effort for the study of the 

War of Unification and the Great Romania of 1918 was amplified. We considered it suitable 

to join this effort; our attention was drawn to the lack of research on associationism in 

Bukovina from its emergence till its suppression once the totalitarian regimes in Romania 

started.  

 This is an interdisciplinary approach to reconstitute the national activism specific to 

European states of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th century. This associationism 

had cultural, social, professional and national features among the young students at the 

universities of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. Cultural associationism was a new and efficient 

form of defending national identity; it was a new spirit against the traditionalism of the 

Austrian and Austro-Hungarian university background. Its specific elements were culture, 

history, literature and national pedagogy, promoted in schools, universities and associations. 



Literature, history, and geography became basic subjects for this new national pedagogy. Due 

to its specificity, the impact and the role played by these cultural associations, our approach is 

interdisciplinary.  

 Our research is based on a methodological approach on several levels; description, 

narration, analysis of beliefs and behaviour and semiotic study of the discourse are the most 

used methods, completed by comparing with other cultural Romanian phenomena about 

identity.  The comparative aspect helped us point out the features of Bukovinian associations 

in the proposed time frame. We could thus notice major differences between the Romanian 

students in Brusselsand other European universities. On the other hand, we could perceive the 

magnitude of the Bukovinian students’ associationism similar to the Transylvanian ones 

within the Austro-Hungarian Empire. Firstly, we used the work tools specific to historic 

anthropology, which are based on subtle interdisciplinarity by using some terms and methods 

from other social sciences. We refer to demography, sociology, ethnology, linguistics, social 

psychology, imagology, political geography, political mythology and political sciences. This 

interdisciplinary spirit entails complex multilayered research of the proposed period, within 

the larger background of similar European phenomena. Secondly, we considered specific 

aspects of cultural history, reconstituting the context of the cultural associations – university, 

publications, implications culture and pedagogy had had in supporting the national 

conscience reinforcement. National education was one of the most efficient and indispensable 

tools of the Romanian identity phenomena – the focus of the cultural associations with 

activist spirit. Promoting the Romanian language and literature, as well as national history 

were considered the main pillars of the national life in all provinces inhabited by Romanians. 

Despite the difficulties specific to the era, imperial policies in schools, studying and 

promoting the Romanian language was a significant aim of the Romanian elite under foreign 

domination.   

 Our approach considered the social history of Bukovina, as it was reflected in 

multiple manifestations of the researched associations and societies. Such complex research 

allows an adequate understanding of the specificity of cultural activities, how they managed 

to support the national mentality in unfavourable circumstances. Furthermore, these 

associations sent many young people to study in the Kingdom of Romania or in big 

university centres abroad to maintain the Bukovinian intelligentsia. The elite was formed by 

personalities of principles, common aims and strategies; it enlivened the Romanian nation on 

the cultural, social and national levels. The elite had initiatives by organising balls, donations 



and parties to support the young students; this was an important part of the history of these 

associations, answering our research questions.  

 Retracing the steps of all these manifestations based on a documenting effort enabled 

us to perceive the activist associationist phenomena in Bukovina, finding similarities in 

Transylvania or other regions and cultural spaces in Europe. Therefore, we could offer a 

comprehensive perspective on national communion and solidarity. The usage of comparisons, 

narration, analysis and synthesis represented an important facet of our doctoral research. The 

vast documentary material and diversity of sources helped us render aspects of the history of 

social and national imaginary and the development of the ethnical and national conception of 

Romanian Bukovinians. We analysed how they regarded themselves relating to other 

ethnicities and how they were perceived in the German linguistical space, following the 

model proposed by Klaus Heitmann. This fact enabled us to rebuild the general milieu where 

cultural-national associations activated and their significant role in defining the modern 

national Romanian identity conception.  

  The first chapter of our work is entitled „Cultural-National Associationism within the 

Romanian Space” and it reveals facets of associationism, with its features in the Romanian 

space. This chapter starts with a short synthesis of the associationism emergence in Europe 

and its spread within the Habsburg Empire. The difficulty in acceding at the political level 

determined the development of cultural associationist movements in a close inter-

relationship. Their founding and evolution were conditioned by the political, social-

demographic, or cultural background, being different from one province to another. Hence, 

our comparatist presentation of the phenomenon. We can also notice common aspects of 

social, cultural, ethnographic and pedagogical types. A special subchapter – „Emergence of 

cultural associations in the 19th century and their aims” -  is dedicated to the historical 

evolution of Bukovina and its annexation in 1775 till 1938, describing the political, 

institutional and cultural situations, along with the avatars of associationist movements in this 

Romanian province. On 26 February 1861, Bukovina was split from Galicia and became a 

duchy under the control of the Crown. Favourable political conditions were created to 

develop the social-political life of Romanians in Bukovina by promulgating the „Law of 

Meetings” on 15 November 1865, regulating thus the activity of any cultural or political 

society.  



 As in the Transylvanian case, the Romanians of Bukovina were under the constant 

pressure of denationalization organised by the authorities. All the Romanian cultural and 

political activities of the second half of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th centuries were 

focused on maintaining the national identity. A series of cultural societies emerged: Society 

for Founding and Service of Public Libraries (1851, Cernăuți), The Romanian Reunion of 

Readers inCernăuți(1862, Cernăuți), Academic Society Arboroasa (1875, Cernăuți), 

Academic Society Junimea (1878, Cernăuți), Romanian Archaeological Society of Bukovina 

(1886, Cernăuți), Society of Singing Lumina (1899, Cernăuți), Romanian Pedagogical 

Reunion of Bukovina (1893, Cernăuți), Society of Romanian Ladies in Bukovina (1891, 

Cernăuți), Society “The Young Romanian Woman” (1893, Cernăuți).  

We ended the first chapter by offering a view on the relations between cultural 

societies in Bukovina with similar groups within the Romanian space and their role in 

acknowledging the feeling of national unity. As we showed, associations focused on an 

activity area, a segment of public life, or a category of issues. Students’ societies played a 

huge role in developing civic duty and democratic feelings among the Romanians of 

Bukovina. Numerous people were active in supporting charitable works in schools and rural 

areas.  

The second chapter – „Literary, Scientific, Didactic, Professional and Philanthropic 

Societies of Bukovina (1862-1938)” – points out the activity of non-academic societies, 

reunions of women, didactic and socio-political ones. Among these, the most important is the 

„Society for the Romanian Culture and Language in Bukovina”, which was actively involved 

in promoting the Romanian language, literature and history. All these various associations 

had different aims and objectives but they were united in emancipating nationally the 

Romanians in Bukovina. On the occasion of its opening in 1862, Alexandru (Alecu) 

Hurmuzachi specified in his discourse that the organization played a cultural and national 

role, offering Romanians a library, a reading room, a Romanian book fund and newspapers. 

Most of the newspapers and journals came to Bukovina from Romania. 

The third chapter of the thesis – “Students’ Societies in Bukovina – 1875-1938” – 

unveils the history of the academic societies in Bukovina from the foundation of the 

University of Cernăuți till their dissolution by King Carol’s authoritative regime. This chapter 

excluded the societies Arboroasa and Junimea, as they are treated in a separate chapter. 

Although they were competing, these students’ societies worked together to promote the 



Romanian identity aspirations. Students’ societies functioned on ethnic principles and 

relationships were established based on this criterion. We must mention that in 1914-1918 

non-Austrian societies ceased their activity but after 1918 some of the Austrian-German 

societies interrupted their activity due to the lack of members. There were close ties among 

these societies despite ethnic aspects. Romanian students’ societies ceased their activity in 

Cernăuți when the First World War broke out. Some members found refuge in Romania, 

others were enrolled in the Austro-Hungarian Army.  

The fourth chapter is entitled „Students’ Society Arboroasa in Cernăuți (1875-1877)” 

and follows the short and enthusiastic evolution of this academic society on cultural, social 

and political levels. Such an academic society was necessary to gather the Romanian students 

who could have been recruited by other societies, such as the Austrian conservative ones. The 

model is similar to the German university milieu but Arboroasa had a lot of activities in three 

years, with a powerful impact on Romanian society. It also had the merit of establishing 

fruitful relations with similar organisations in the Romanian space. Its actions to support the 

war of independence and commemorating the ruler Grigore III Ghica attracted repressive 

measures on behalf of the authorities, dismantling the organisation, arresting their leaders and 

their trial.  

Society Junimea continued the activity of Arboroasa; its activity impacted the society 

in acknowledging the national feeling. The fifth chapter – “Students’ Society Junimea – 

1878-1918” - presents the foundation, statuses, organisation evolution of this association till 

1914. A subchapter focuses on the presidents of the society from its foundation till 1914, 

pointing out the most significant members and cultural, philanthropic activities deployed.  

The sixth chapter – “National Activism of the Academic Society Junimea. Members’ 

Contribution to the Great War and the Great Union” – reports the national activism of the 

society in 1878-1914, its numerous activities in promoting the Romanian language and 

history, creating bonds with the Romanians of Transylvania, Bessarabia and Romania by 

collaborating with similar societies, attending Romanian students, jubilees and 

commemorations. We also considered their editorial activity, organising literary events, 

conferences, theatrical tours, or trips. Junimea was involved in the Putna Celebration in 1904, 

participating in Romania’s Exhibition in 1906 and the Course at Vălenii de Munte. It also 

organized the jubilee of the Society, inviting Romanian personalities, former presidents and 

members. Many of the former members entered politics, attempting to surpass the Romanian 



politicians’ cautiousness. The beginning of the war in 1914 led to the suspension of the 

society; most of the members were enrolled in the imperial army, and others passed to 

Romania and fought on the Romanian side or contributed to the war effort. The National 

Council of Bukovina met in Cernăuţi at the end of 1918 for the Union; many of the members 

were former Junimea members.  

The seventh chapter, entitled “Society Junimea after the Great War – 1919-1938”, 

presents the cultural-national activity of Junimea in the inter-war period till its dissolution by 

Carol II and some attempts to reactivate the society after 1938. The social, political and 

cultural background of Bukovina is delineated after the unification with Romania. Junimea 

resumed its activity after the unification, starting a prolific activity for strengthening the unity 

of the Romanian state and spreading the Romanian culture, especially in rural areas. It 

remained the most important academic society in Bukovina, with an impressive number of 

members who subsequently became marking figures in the scientific, culturaland political 

areas. We presented these personalities in a separate subchapter. We also analysed the main 

cultural-national actions of Junimea through published reports, archives, newspaper articles, 

memoirs and studies.  

The Romanian associationist phenomenon was studied in several papers that reflect 

their origin, avatars and their importance in founding and strengthening the Romanian unified 

state. The cultural-national societies emerged starting with the second half of the 19th century 

as a natural consequence of the Illuminist-romantic milieu that enlivened an exceptional 

generation. The fact that the participation in the political life of Romanians in Transylvania 

and Bukovina was reduced, along with their economic power led to the focus of the 

Romanian elite on getting involved in the cultural area. They seized the opportunity, given 

the relative opening of the dualist authorities for associationism with no political valence. In 

both Transylvania and Bukovina, the main direction of activity was the rural area to salvage 

the Romanian identity. A series of associations and societies occurred, playing an active role 

in preserving the Romanian history, language and myths. Societies like “The Transylvanian 

Association for the Romanian Literature and Culture of the Romanian People” from Arad, 

and “The Society for Romanian Culture and Literature in Bukovina” were founded in the 

second half of the 19th century and had a significant impact on the Romanian cultural life of 

the two Romanian provinces by preserving the national landmarks in the unionist movement 

of Romanians. These societies were completed by the activities of many others of different 

profiles – scientific, pedagogical, of music or reading, leisure, or women’s associations.  



Romanian students united in academic societies in Western universities, following a 

specific German model but bringing a Romanian spirit. This is the case of “România Jună” in 

Vienna, “Petru Maior” in Budapest, “Carmen Sylva” in Graz and others. Pedagogical and 

theological institutes were also founded within universities in Transylvania, Banat and 

Bukovina, such as “The Society of Reading of the Studying Romanian Youth at the Academy 

of Law and the University of Oradea”, “Society Iulia of the Cluj Students”, “Inochentie 

Micu-Klein Society in Blaj”, “Alexi-Șincaiana Society” in Gherla, “Andrei Șaguna Society” 

in Sibiu, Arboroasa and Junimea, as well as “Bucovina”, “Moldova” and “Dacia” in 

Cernăuţi. The adopted model was of the “România Jună” or „Petru Maior”; former members 

of these associations were mentors of the students’ societies in the Romanian provinces under 

Austrian and Hungarian rule.  

The Putna Celebration, the foundation of the “Society for the Romanian Culture and 

Literature in Bukovina” and the University of Cernăuţi were events that favoured the 

foundation of the first students’ society – Arboroasa. The renowned trial of Arboroasa and 

obtaining independence deepened the conscience of belonging to the Romanian people. It 

also opened an alternative to a modern independent Romanian state in South-Eastern Europe. 

The idea of a “model province” and “homo bucovinesis” was contrary to the national 

Romanian higher purpose. The members of Bukovinianassociations were involved in 

countless cultural-national activities across Bukovina’s towns and villages to prepare the 

population for the great union with Romania. The dissolution of these societies at the 

beginning of the war ended the so-called apprenticeship of young people who prepared and 

accomplished the great union in 1918.  

Our demarche points out the significance of the relationships established between the 

Bukovina’s societies and similar ones in Transylvania, Romania and European universities. 

One of the first grand pan-Romanian actions was the Putna National Celebration in 1871, 

initiated by „RomâniaJună” from Vienna. Many students from European universities, pupils, 

and peasants were present at the Putna Celebration, as the event was popularized by the 

Romanian newspapers. In 1875, the Academic Society Arboroasa was founded which 

supported collaboration relations to “promote Romanianism” with similar organisations in 

Blaj, Gherla, Budapest, Vienna, Munchen, Iaşi, Bucharest, etc. The fact that Arboroasa got 

subsidies from the Romanian state and Transylvania, supporting pro-Romanian actions led to 

its dissolution and the leaders’ arrest. Repressive measures followed for other Romanian 

societies within the dualist empire due to close ties with Arboroasa. The society’s activity, the 



leaders’ trial and their release had an impact on the entire Romanian world. The society 

Junimea, along with other Bukovina students’ societies participated at the students’ 

congresses, jubilees, commemorations and cultural events before the Great War. Before the 

outbreak of the war, the cultural associations of Bukovina were involved in an intense and 

enthusiastic collaboration with their colleagues across the mountains, preparing a crucial step 

for the political union. 

The Academic Society Arboroasa was the first Romanian students’ society in 

Bukovina and during its shortlived enthusiastic pro-Romanian activity (1875-1877) Austrian 

authorities sanctioned the society. The trial against the society’s leaders was intended to serve 

as an example to other “irredentists” but it did not have the expected effect. As a result, the 

Romanian public opinion expressed their sympathy toward the accused leaders of the 

association. The event was highly popularised and Arboroasa gained a legendary aura, while 

their leaders became symbols for the liberty and national union fight. This was a moment 

with high political implications for the Romanians, proving that even after 100 years of 

occupation there was no assimilation of the Romanian population. Furthermore, the 

Romanians were taking their first steps toward achieving their dream of national unity.  

Arboroasa was dissolved but its spirit was taken further by Ciprian Porumbescu, 

Dimitrie Onciul,or the mentor of this generation, T.V. Ştefanelli. Thus, the society Junimea 

was born, a students’ society with a long activity that may be considered the most remarkable 

of all Romanian societies of the era. It was the association that contributed significantly to the 

Bukovina’s Romanians' preparation for the great union. Junimea had the most valuable 

students among its members, who became cultural and political personalities. It sustained a 

laborious collaboration with similar associations in Romania, Transylvania and university 

centres, Romanian newspapers and journals and renowned personalities such as Nicolae 

Iorga, Titu Maiorescu, Vasile Alecsandri, Mihail Sadoveanu etc.Arboroasa’sheir by status, 

hymn, aim and objectives, members, mentors and supporters, Junimea continued the national 

activism through their activities, contributing to the feeling of Romanian unity. In the 

neutrality years, some members went to Romania and were active in associations for the war 

effort, and refugees, also contributing to Romania entering the war on Entente’s side. Other 

members of Junimea died on the battlefield. The National Council of Bukovina was formed 

by cultural and political people who were former members of the Junimea Society.   



The Great Union prompted immense changes in historical Bukovina and 

associationism required a resettlement. According to the era’s tendencies, there was an 

attempt to unify all students’ associations in one society but the members of the suppressed 

organisations in 1914 considered that their fight for Romanians’ unification was significant. 

Junimea considered that its prestige was special and thatthe association should be reborn. The 

unification project gave birth to an association Arboroasa but it was only a students’ society. 

On the other hand, Junimea resumed its activity, supported by its former members, recruiting 

valued students and promoting national culture in the region’s towns and villages. As there 

were no more repressive actions on behalf of the authorities, the society’s members 

collaborated with the newly established authorities. Bukovina’s villages represented a 

priority, following the example of the Society „Dacia”. That was due to a century of forced 

colonization, Ruthenization and Germanization, loss of privileges, land and the right to use 

the Romanian language in school and church. The interwar policies permeated the 

Bukovina’s associationist milieu; this also affected Junimea who lost the cultural national 

apolitical aura at the end of the ’30s. Nationalist-Christian manifestations offered the 

authoritarian Carlist regime the occasion to suppress the students’ organisations. Junimea 

thus ended its 45 years of activity, after countless accomplishments toward national 

emancipation in spreading the Romanian culture and language and contributing to the 

unification of Bukovina with Romania.  

The associationist phenomenon in Bukovina had its most intense activity and the 

greatest impact on the population of the entire Romanian space in 1862-1914. This is an 

opinion shared by other Romanian historiansand by us after concluding our research. Despite 

the Austrian authorities’ policies of turning the region into a cosmopolitan area and its 

repressive measures against Romanian actions, Romanians fought back through cultural-

national associations and their actions in towns and villages to support the Romanianism 

cause. The Academic Society Arboroasa and the myth revolving around it showed that the 

Austrian political tenacity to create the so-called „homo bucovinensis” was not as successful 

as announced as a model region for inter-ethnical cohabitation. After the disbandment of 

Arboroasa, Junimea and other students’ societies were forced to act prudently. The Romanian 

students’ reaction was as tenacious as their oppressors. The young members of these 

associations went to the front or searched for refuge in Romania. Still, those who survived 

and came back from Romania, Russia, Italy, Hungary, Austria and Czechia were the artisans 

of the union with the mother country, along with the older members of the Bukovina’s 



societies. Junimeawas reborn after the Great War and its prestige, history and tradition were 

carried on. Although its main aim - the fight for liberty and national unity – was no longer 

appropriate to the new context, the society continued its activity in spreading the Romanian 

culture. Its activities ended with Carol II’s suppression of students’ organisations. The wish 

for a reactivation could not be fulfilled for more than 50 years.  

It is history’s role to reveal the role of cultural-national students’ societies in the 

turbulent existence of this historical province. Our research has proved that Arboroasa and 

Junimea, as well as other Bukovinian societies, made a major contribution to the 

“awakening” of the Romanian population of Bukovina in preparing the Great Union.  
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