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Political, economic and cultural realities in interwar Sighisoara – is a 

topic of interest, which we sought to investigate by bringing to light data and information taken 

from various documentary collections. The present work is not and does not claim to be an 

exhaustive study of the history of the town during this period. It is intended to be a study, as 

objective as possible, stripped of any political, national or confessional interest, of the evolution 

of the city in the two interwar decades.  

The aim of the present work is to answer a series of questions related to the history of 

the town in the period 1919-1940: how the town evolved demographically, politically and 

economically and what impact these developments had on Sighisoara’s society.  

The novelty of the work lies in the fact that it brings to light and presents a series of documents 

that have not been researched before, while using existing studies and articles, and by analysing 

the elements that facilitated the Romanianization of the old Saxon town, it contributes to the 

creation of an overall picture of Sighisoara in the interwar period. 

The achievement of România Mare (Greater Romania) brought important changes for 

Sighisoara. The collapse of the Austro-Hungarian Empire at the end of the First World War and 

the Union of Transylvania with Romania led to a new stage in the life of the old Saxon town 

of Sighisoara. In order to understand the problems related to the integration of the new 

provinces into the Romanian borders and the general framework of the interwar Romanian 

society, in the first chapter I made a brief reference to these aspects. 

Even if for hundreds of years, in Sighisoara, the Saxons were the ethnic element, almost 

exclusively, in all areas, after 1918 the town went through a process of "Romanianization". For 

the Romanians of Sighisoara and the Romanian villages in the area, the time had come for them 

to be freed, to be able to assert themselves, which had long been restricted within the Austro-

Hungarian framework. After 1918, Sighisoara, the centre of the old county, remained the seat 

of Târnava Mare County. Although the main settlements in the county in 1920 (Sighisoara, 

Mediaș, Agnita, Rupea) were dominated by the Saxons, the Romanians were the most 

numerous ethnic group in the whole county. In the first decade after the Great Union the share 

of Romanians in the county increased, although they did not have an absolute majority. 

Sighisoara, being the county seat, saw an even greater increase in the number of Romanians 

than Saxons during the interwar period. The demographic reality shows that since 1910 the 

Saxons no longer had an absolute majority, but represented the most important ethnic group of 

the city from a political and economic perspective. Given the fact that the Romanians in 

particular entered the administration, and that there were plenty of Romanian villages in the 
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surrounding area, the increase in their numbers is explainable. For the Saxons, the new 

Romanian administration became a threat to their dominant position in the town's 

administration and economy.  Based on these considerations, in chapter II we have analysed 

the administrative, demographic and building aspects. 

In the next chapter we have examined the political life of the city. On the territory of 

Târnava Mare County and in Sighișoara there were party organizations of the main political 

Romparties that were active in interwar Romania. Since Sighisoara was the centre of the 

county, and the county party organisations had their headquarters in Sighisoara, when dealing 

with political life we have to take into account both county and city politics. It is practically 

impossible to make a clear distinction between county and city level activity. So in Chapter III 

we reviewed the main county and local party organisations, the organisation of elections and 

illustrated the debates at local level about the direction of development of the city. 

During this period in Sighisoara there are developments and transformations in the 

economic aspect, even if not in a spectacular way. Some of the inhabitans, especially those who 

lived in the outlying districts, still practised agriculture, and industrial and commercial 

enterprises belonged almost exclusively to the Saxons. In order to see to what extent the 

situation had changed by the beginning of the Second World War, in Chapter IV we looked at 

economic life. 

The year 1918 and the decades that followed brought important changes to the society 

as a whole, especially in the new territories that had joined Romania. In Chapter V, we have 

dealt with education, the church, the press, cultural life and several other issues. In the early 

years of the interwar period, education was one of the priorities, as a unified educational system 

had to be created throughout the country. In Sighisoara, the main goal was to organise state 

primary education in Romanian and to set up Romanian high schools. Another objective of the 

Romanians, who until 1918 had been kept on the outskirts, with only one church, which had 

become overcrowded, was to build a new, larger and more imposing church in the centre of the 

town or as close as possible to the town centre. 

In the appendices there are some documents, pictures and tables with unpublished 

information.  Both the tables in the appendices and the tables in this paper are our own work, 

based on information gathered from various sources. 

After the Union, the Romanians took over the administration of the county and the town 

under normal conditions. The installation of the Romanian administration in place of the 

Hungarian did not bring, in essence, great changes in the local administration in the first 

interwar years. The prefect took over his duties as the representative of the government in the 
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territory, but most officials swore an oath of loyalty to the Romanian state and continued to 

hold their positions. The frequent changes of government at central level during the interwar 

period was also reflected in the large number of prefects (21 prefects were appointed between 

1919 and 1940).  

Changes in the administrative apparatus, both at county and city level, have been made 

gradually with the retirement of old officials. In the case of Sighisoara town hall, while at the 

beginning of the interwar period the percentage of Saxon civil servants exceeded 80%, by the 

end of the 1930s they still represented about 20%. Throughout this period, their place was 

gradually taken by civil servants of Romanian origin.  

Demographically, Romanians, although not the majority, were the largest population in 

the county, followed by Saxons and Hungarians. In the city, at the beginning of the interwar 

period, the Saxons were the most numerous, followed by the Romanians and the Hungarians. 

By the end of this period, the Romanians had overtaken the Saxons to become the largest ethnic 

group in terms of numbers, followed by the Saxons and Hungarians. 

These demographic developments have been reflected both in the composition of the 

Târnava Mare County Council and the Council of the urban commune of Sighișoara.  In the 

case of the County Council, we find a sensible Romanian majority as early as 1926, since this 

council was made up of elected and ex officio members, and the ex officio members were the 

heads of institutions in the county, generally headed by ethnic Romanians. In the case of the 

local council, the Saxons kept their majority for a long time. In 1934, the alliance between the 

Liberals and the Hungarians meant that the Saxons no longer held a majority in the local council 

and the Romanians imposed the mayor, in the person of the Liberal Aurel Mosora.  

Returning to the demographic aspects, between 1920 and 1941 the population of 

Sighisoara increased by 29.23%, an increase that was due both to the natural increase and to 

the migration of the workforce to the city. The source of immigration to the town came from at 

least three directions: one was the rural population from the county, eager to get a job in the 

town; the second was made up of people from other towns in Transylvania, with interests in 

the economic-administrative field or the liberal professions; the third category was made up of 

qualified personnel, transferred or seconded from the Old Kingdom to make up for the lack of 

personnel in administration or education. 

These demographic realities have also been reflected in the less conservative tendency 

of a part of society towards marriage. In general, marriages took place between members of 

the same nationality. However, the interwar period also saw an increase in the number of mixed 

marriages. Those most willing to enter into mixed marriages were generally those in the 
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administrative apparatus, and the most reluctant were priests and teachers. We note that while 

a conservative tendency was maintained in some professional categories, ethnic barriers were 

broken in others. None of the city's nationalities entered into marriages based solely on ethnic 

criteria during this period. 

After the Romanians took over the administration, one of the first measures taken was 

to change the names of the city's streets and squares. This was done in 1920, with some changes 

in 1921. Thus, the main streets and squares were given Romanian names, and in some cases 

the old German name was simply translated into Romanian. 

The appearance of the city was a mixed one, the Citadel and the City Centre had the 

appearance of a real urban centre, but the outlying districts had more the appearance of a rural 

settlement with all the ingredients. During the interwar period, major steps were taken to 

modernise the town with the extension of the electricity network and street lighting, the 

extension of the water and sewage network, the introduction of methane gas, the paving and 

asphalting of some streets and more. All these construction actions have been aimed at 

improving the quality of life of the city's inhabitants, even if electricity, water and sewerage or 

methane gas could not reach some neighbourhoods. During this period, small interventions 

were also made in the architecture of the Lower Town. The most important constructions and 

infrastructure works were: the bridge over the Târnava Mare in the hamlet of Venchi, the bridge 

over the Șaeș valley in Cornești, the "Concrete Bridge" over the Târnava Mare and the 

introduction of methane gas. After the Romanians gained a majority in the local council, there 

was an insistence on the construction of new state primary schools (Girls' Primary School, 

School in the hamlet of Viilor and School in the hamlet of Angofa) and increased support for 

the construction of the Orthodox Cathedral. 

As far as political life is concerned, it was part of national politics, with some local 

peculiarities. In Sighisoara the county organisations of the main political parties were active. 

In the first decade of the interwar period, the People's Party enjoyed sympathy in Sighisoara, 

but at the end of the 1920s the most active party organisations were those of the PNL and PNȚ.  

Thus, there was also a tendency for the two large parties to dominate locally. In addition to 

these two major parties, Sighisoara also had, without much importance in local politics, 

organizations of the PNL - Gheorghe Brătianu, Partidul Țărănesc - dr. Nicolae Lupu, Partidul 

Național Agrar - Octavian Goga, (Party, Octavian Goga's National Agraria) end Frontul 

Românesc - Alexandru Vaida Voevod (Party, Alexandru Vaida Voevod's Romanian Front). A 

local political party, with some success, was the Romanian Bloc. A political unity of Romanians 

in local elections, where the stakes were a majority in the local council and the election of the 
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mayor, was difficult to achieve. Since the mayor was elected from among the councillors, a 

majority in the city council was important. The last Saxon mayor was Wilhelm Seiwerth (1933), 

and in 1934 the Romanians succeeded in imposing the mayor, but without Romanian political 

unity. The Liberals ran on joint lists with the Hungarians and succeeded in gaining a majority 

in the City Council, and so in the election of the mayor, the Liberal Aurel Mosora received the 

most votes, on the basis of which he was appointed mayor.  

The atmosphere in the election campaigns was tense and the language used against 

political opponents was acidic, in some cases even leading to physical confrontations between 

the protagonists. Nationalism, fear of foreigners, anti-Semitism were campaign themes, some 

of which were imported from the central press, but which seemed to get votes.  Besides the 

disputes between the Romanian parties, the main local confrontation of the Romanians was the 

dispute with the Saxons, but Jews were also introduced into the political discourse, even if in 

Sighisoara they had an insignificant weight, both in terms of numbers and capital.  

In their discourse, the Saxons considered that they were gradually being deprived of 

their rights and that the Romanian state was pursuing a policy of Romanianising the Saxon 

towns. In turn, the Romanians felt that they were being prevented from exercising control over 

the town in relation to their growing share of the town's population and that the Romanian state 

was not doing enough to support them in their dispute with the Saxons. 

If demographically the Saxons were overtaken by the Romanians until the end of the 

interwar period, and in the administration, the places of the Saxon civil servants were gradually 

taken by civil servants of Romanian origin, in the economic field, they kept their dominant 

position until the end of this period, owning most of the capital and enterprises in the town. 

From an economic point of view, industrial and manufacturing activities were the main 

concerns of the inhabitans during this period, followed by the exploitation of the soil.  In 1930, 

the most developed industrial branch was the textile industry, which accounted for almost half 

of the workforce (46%) existing in 1930 in the industrial field. The main industrial enterprises 

and most small businesses were owned by Saxons. Although the population of Romanian origin 

had increased significantly in the city, its share of the capital remained quite low during the 

two interwar decades. As far as small businesses are concerned, a few Romanian entrepreneurs 

appeared in the 1930s (workshops, shops, restaurants and various services), but industry 

remained exclusively in the hands of the Saxons due to the lack of capital in the Romanian 

population. 

In the banking sector, the Saxon institutions were still in first place, in terms of capital, 

even if in terms of numbers we had two Saxon banks, two Romanian and one Hungarian. In 
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addition to these banks, there were also credit institutions in the form of credit cooperatives 

(popular banks) belonging to professional organisations. Agriculture and animal husbandry 

was still one of the important occupations, as 26% of the town's working population was 

engaged in this field in 1930. This was the occupation of those living in the outlying districts, 

but especially those living in the hamlets around the town. 

As far as education is concerned, for the Saxons and Hungarians, denominational and 

private schools offered them the opportunity to learn in their mother tongue and preserve their 

cultural identity. For the Romanians, school was a means to overcome their social condition. 

The Saxons benefited from traditional, centuries-old school institutions in Sighisoara, led by 

their most prestigious educational institution - the "Episcop G. D. Teutsch". The establishment 

of the two state high schools taught in Romanian - the "Principele Nicolae" Boys' High School 

and the Girls' High School - was intended to raise the level of education of the Romanians and 

to create a category of educated people, who in the future could take the place of the Saxon 

civil servants, contributing to the Romanianization of the local elite. Especially the "Principele 

Nicolae" Boys' High School, through its school and extracurricular activities, contributed to 

the raising of the level of culture of the Romanians in Sighisoara and the county, a fact also 

appreciated by the Saxons. The teaching staff, regardless of nationality, represented an 

important part of Sighisoara's intellectual elite, contributing to raising the level of education 

and culture of the town. In the same direction, of overcoming the social condition of the 

Romanians, are also the efforts made by the Romanian authorities to build new primary schools 

and to establish new trade schools. 

The interwar years also brought confessional changes to the town. The new political 

situation after 1918 led to an increase in the number of Orthodox, who outnumbered the 

Evangelicals by the end of the interwar period. At the same time, other religious communities, 

such as the Reformed and Unitarians, also increased their numbers as a result of the migration 

of labour. Also during this period, a Greek Catholic chapel was established as a result of the 

growing number of Greek Catholics living in the town. Another novelty was the emergence of 

non-Orthodox denominations such as Adventists, Baptists and Pentecostals. The emergence of 

these new religious communities in the city was viewed with circumspection by both Orthodox 

and Evangelical priests, as it was seen as a departure from traditional church values. The Jewish 

community in Sighisoara remained at a relatively constant level as a proportion of the town's 

population during this period, and the area inhabited by Jews was close to the synagogue. 

As for the press, the Saxons had a tradition since the 19th century, and their newspaper 

Groß-Kokler Bote appeared continuously throughout the interwar period. The Romanian press 



10 

 

was generally a party press and was characterised by an instability of appearances. There was 

only one attempt at an independent newspaper - Straja Târnavelor - which, although it claimed 

to be independent, for financial reasons proved unable to be independent throughout its 

existence (1930-1938). In addition to this, at least 11 other Romanian newspapers appeared in 

Sighisoara, some appearing weekly, others bi-monthly or even monthly. These newspapers 

were generally printed at one of the two printers in Sighisoara, Tipografia Markus and 

Tipografia Miron Neagu. Books were also printed at these two printers, as well as at the Friedr. 

J. Horeth printing and publishing house. Sighisoara, even though it was a small urban centre 

compared to the large Transylvanian towns, had a say in what book printing and publishing 

meant in the interwar period.  Miron Neagu Publishing House, through its activity, contributed 

to the development of Romanian culture and literature at local and national level. 

During the two interwar decades, the town was the scene of a rich cultural activity 

consisting of symphonic and choral concerts, theatre performances and even attempts to stage 

opera performances. The Saxon cultural associations and the Astra Sighisoara Society played 

an important role in the cultural life of Sighisoara, where important personalities of Romanian 

culture and science gave lectures at the invitation of the Astra. Also under the patronage of 

Astra, the Astra Choir appeared, which together with the Doina Târnavelor Choir represented 

the two Romanian choral ensembles. During this period, important local personalities 

contributed to the dynamics of Romanian cultural life: Horia Teculescu, Miron Neagu, N.D. 

Petrescu Zoița, A. P. Bănuț, D. Mărtinaș, Ilarion Cocișiu, Laurian Herlea and others. Thus, in 

the 1930s we can speak of a Romanian imprint on the cultural life of the city.  

It was also during this period that we could observe a particular inclination of the people 

of Sighisoara towards sport. The Saxons had a rich sporting activity since the 19th century, 

practising gymnastics, swimming, skating and team sports such as football, handball and 

hockey in the interwar period. Even in this area of sport there was an ethnic component to the 

competitions. In the 1930s there were three football teams in Sighisoara: one Saxon, one 

Romanian and one Hungarian, and the confrontations between them were tense, sometimes 

going beyond the sporting limit. 

Analyzing the administrative, demographic, political, economic, social and cultural 

developments in Sighisoara in the period 1919-1940, we found that the city went through a 

process of Romanianization in almost all areas. This process happened gradually as a result of 

the access of the Romanian population to new professions or positions, the replacement of 

German officials by Romanian officials, local or brought from other areas to make up for the 

lack of qualified personnel, and the emergence of an intellectual elite of Romanian origin. By 
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the beginning of the Second World War, the Saxon town of Sighisoara had become a town with 

a strong Romanian imprint, demographically, administratively, culturally, but not 

economically. 

Keywords: Sighisoara, interwar period, politics, economy, society. 
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