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 This research, named "The Genesis, Organization, and Functioning of an Ecclesiastical 

Archive: The Archive of the Greek-Catholic Diocese of Gherla from its Beginnings to World 

War I (1853-1916)," aims to study the documents issued by the Diocese of Gherla, later of Cluj-

Gherla, from a historical and archival perspective within the mentioned period. 

 The scientific approach aims to offer a new perspective, starting from the beginnings of 

the Greek-Catholic Diocese of Gherla, going through all forms of organization and functioning 

in the second half of the 19th century and the first half of the 20th century, under the guidance of 

bishops Ioan Alexi (1856-1863), Ioan Vancea (1866-1868), Mihail Pavel (1873-1879), Ioan 

Szabo (1879-1911), and Vasile Hossu (1912-1916), who were extremely active, diligent, and 

motivated to develop this diocese. 

 The establishment of the Gherla Diocese in 1853 has a particularly important significance 

for the entire history of the Greek Catholic Church. This is because in the same year, the 

Archdiocese of Blaj was also established, as well as another diocese in Lugoj. From an 

administrative perspective, this is a moment that calls for a comprehensive approach, with 

developments in the episcopal chancelleries. The founding of the Gherla Diocese is considered 

an achievement and a significant gain for the Romanians in Northern Transylvania. Although 

material resources were limited, the determination of the hierarchs to develop it is reflected in the 

elaborated documents and in the activities of the episcopal chancellery, preserved in the archive. 

 In this work, we emphasize the fact that the preservation, cataloging, and archiving of 

documents have represented and continue to represent an essential necessity for the proper 

functioning of any institution. Since the establishment of the Gherla Diocese, there has been an 

effort to preserve documents by setting up a current archive within the diocese. In this context, 

the bishops have been motivated to issue documents (circulars) through which they encouraged 

the establishment of a "archive" at the diocesan level and the continuation of vicarial, deanery, 

and parish archives. Additionally, where an archive was lacking, especially within certain 

parishes, there was an encouragement to establish one immediately, under the supervision of the 

dean. 

 The current research project, which culminates in the development and defense of a 

doctoral thesis, aims to investigate and study mainly the Fund of the Greek Catholic Diocese of 

Cluj-Gherla, preserved at the Cluj County Service of the National Archives. Although this 

archive fund of the Gherla Diocese is one of the most researched, it has not yet been fully 



studied, both due to the large number of documents and the complexity of the entire archive 

fund. Therefore, the purpose of this work is to synthesize and organize all types of available 

documents from this fund, placing significant historical events in context to facilitate further 

research and study from the perspective of archival documents. 

 The choice of research topic has connotations and roots in my personal interests, dating 

back to my student days at Babeș-Bolyai University in Cluj-Napoca, when I initiated student 

projects related to church history. As a priest of the Romanian Church United with Rome, Greek 

Catholic, my academic interests have persisted, constantly fueled by the desire to study and 

deepen my knowledge of the Church to which I belong. Additionally, I have been working for 

several years at the Archive Service of the Cluj-Napoca City Hall, an experience that has helped 

me deeply understand the structure and organization of an archive. Although a church archive 

differs from that of a public institution, it provides me with the opportunity to better understand 

internal mechanisms of operation. Also, in my role as a priest, I have been able to recognize 

some of the operational mechanisms of the diocese, which in certain aspects have remained the 

same to this day. 

 After examining the archival funds of the Cluj County Service of the National Archives, I 

have conceived a research project focused on the creation, circulation, and preservation of 

documents within the archive of the Greek Catholic Diocese of Gherla. The emphasis is on the 

functioning of the central archive and the episcopal administration. The importance of this 

research topic is significant because it offers a meticulous look into the document management 

of a prominent ecclesiastical institution during a particularly complex stage in the history of 

Transylvania. Exploring these elements will contribute to a deeper understanding not only of the 

particular history of the Greek Catholic Diocese of Gherla but also of the historical context in 

which it operated. 

 

Within this research, we aim to analyze in detail the process of generating, circulating, and 

preserving documents in the archive of the Greek Catholic Diocese of Gherla. We will 

particularly study how each bishop modeled and adapted the administrative structure according 

to the specific needs of their own diocese. Therefore, this investigative effort includes the 

analysis of documents generated directly by the bishop and the diocese, as well as those 

originating from canons and other administrative structures, including the entities subordinate to 



each canon, dean, and priest, as well as documents issued by the faithful in the context of various 

issues or situations encountered. 

 This research aims primarily to provide a detailed and comprehensive perspective on the 

process of creating, circulating, and preserving documents in the archive of the Gherla Diocese 

during the time period analysed. At the same time, the investigation seeks to deeply analyse the 

relevance of these documents for the Gherla Diocese and the manner in which they were 

managed within the institution's administration. Through this analysis, the goal is to gain a better 

understanding of the role that documents played in the decision-making process of the Gherla 

Diocese and how they influenced the decisions made by the institution's leadership. 

 Additionally, another aspect of interest within this investigative endeavor is the study of 

the archive as an entity, examining its organization, functioning, and relevance. This approach to 

the archive will provide a better understanding of the system of organizing and managing 

documents in the archive and how they were used in the administrative process of the Gherla 

Diocese. This research on the documents in the archive of the Gherla Diocese is essential 

because it brings a valuable contribution to the study of church history, offering a comprehensive 

picture of how the Gherla Diocese was administered. 

 One of the central aspects that this study will explore is the transformation of the 

bureaucratic apparatus of the Gherla Diocese over time and how this dynamic contributed to the 

creation of the large volume of archival documents that have been preserved to this day. This 

understanding of the development of the diocese's bureaucratic apparatus will facilitate a better 

knowledge of the evolution of the institution's administrative methods over time. Additionally, 

this study aims to analyze the methods of leadership and administration in structures subordinate 

to the bishop, such as the vicariate, the deanery, parishes, confessional schools, and monasteries. 

The investigation will also explore the relationships of the Gherla Diocese with other church 

institutions such as the Holy See, the Metropolitan See, other dioceses, as well as with secular 

institutions of the respective period. This understanding of the diocese's interactions with other 

institutions will provide us with a better knowledge of the context in which the diocese's 

activities functioned and how they were influenced by external factors. 

 The current research project, 'The Genesis, Organization, and Functioning of an 

Ecclesiastical Archive: The Archive of the Greco-Catholic Diocese of Gherla from its 

Beginnings to World War I (1853-1916),' is a scientific approach to understanding the creation 



and formation of documents within the ecclesiastical institution of the Gherla Diocese. Our 

endeavor is approached by presenting unpublished sources, primarily the archival fond of the 

Greco-Catholic Diocese of Cluj-Gherla, which provides us with the most important research 

sources. In our endeavor, we also present church document sources, such as documents issued by 

provincial councils, as well as volumes of documents published by various researchers. The 

presentation of several volumes of memoirs by priestly or hierarchical figures, as well as the 

schematisms published by the Gherla Diocese, also occupy an important place. These sources 

also deserve a different approach and presentation. Additionally, although quantitatively limited, 

a few works on archival theory are important for understanding a complex archive and archival 

research. The presentation of specialized literature regarding the history of the Greco-Catholic 

Church in general, and the Gherla Diocese in particular, is important to emphasize aspects 

related to the preservation and research of documents. 

 The structure of your work, as you've outlined, appears to be comprehensive and 

logically organized. The Greco-Catholic Diocese of Gherla (Cluj-Gherla): Organization and 

Functioning, The Diocesan Archive: General Milestones and Presentation of the Archival Fond, 

Central Diocesan Administration: Creation and Circulation of Documents, Local Diocesan 

Administration and Documents Created, Types of Documents Created in the Context of the 

Diocese's External Relations. Each chapter seems to focus on a key aspect of the subject matter, 

from the overarching view of the diocese's organization to the specific types of documents 

generated in various administrative contexts. This could provide a thorough and nuanced 

understanding of your research topic.  

 The first chapter you've outlined, "The Greco-Catholic Diocese of Gherla (Cluj-Gherla): 

Organization and Functioning," seems to set a strong foundation for the rest of your study. In this 

chapter, exploring the historical background of the Diocese of Gherla in the context of the 

unification of the Church in Transylvania with the Church of Rome will help contextualize the 

formation and function of the diocese. Examining the socio-political context of its establishment 

would also provide a broader understanding of the forces shaping the institution. Furthermore, 

the chapter seems poised to explore the key events and institutional activities, such as the 

participation of the Greco-Catholic Archdiocese of Transylvania in the First Vatican Ecumenical 

Council and the subsequent provincial synods in 1872, 1882, and 1900. These had a positive 

impact on church organization and administration at all levels, including the Diocese of Gherla. 



The phase during which the Diocese of Gherla began to develop its archival system also seems to 

be a critical focus. Highlighting the biographies of the bishops in charge during this period is apt, 

as these leaders are often instrumental in creating the documents and designating the officials 

responsible for managing the information. Discussing the hierarchical roles, such as that of the 

bishop in appointing the archivist and the notary, and who holds the key to the archival 

repository, will give a comprehensive view of how the diocesan administrative structure 

functioned. Overall, the chapter appears to be a solid start to your research project, setting the 

stage for subsequent explorations of specific aspects of church administration and archival 

practices.  

 The second chapter, "The Diocesan Archive: General Landmarks and Presentation of the 

Archival Fund," seems to be a crucial part of your research, providing an in-depth look at the 

archival holdings of the Greco-Catholic Diocese of Cluj-Gherla. By focusing on a wide date 

range, from 1834 to 1948, you are setting up the scope for a comprehensive understanding of the 

diocese's administrative and ecclesiastical evolution. Measuring the dimensions of the archive 

both in terms of linear length and the total number of documents could offer valuable insights 

into the scope and scale of church administration and activity. This could be particularly useful 

for scholars interested in the material culture of administration and the practices of data retention 

within religious institutions. The chapter's focus on the period from 1948, when the Greco-

Catholic Church was abolished, to 1971 also seems vital. By examining the storage locations and 

the stages leading to subsequent research of the archival material, you're providing an 

understanding of the preservation and rediscovery of this vital cultural and administrative 

resource. Your plan to delve into the modalities of document drafting and the methods of their 

transmission adds another layer of sophistication to the research. It helps to understand not just 

the 'what' and 'when,' but also the 'how' of diocesan administration. 

 Chapter III: Central Diocesan Administration, Document Creation and Circulation, shows 

that within the context of church administration, the Diocese of Gherla serves as an example of 

efficient ecclesiastical management, emphasizing the important role played by Bishop Ioan Alexi 

and other bishops in establishing effective administration. The function of the episcopal 

chancellor holds significant importance, as this trusted individual in the administration is 

responsible for drafting, organizing, archiving, and preserving documents in the diocesan 

archive. Pastoral letters and circulars will function as communicative modes between the bishop 



and the clergy. These communication tools, such as pastoral letters and circulars, will have a 

significant impact, providing guidance and doctrinal interpretations. They will cover a wide 

range of subjects, from aspects of morality within the faith to themes intersecting with social and 

political life. Additionally, canonical visits will materialize as valuable opportunities for 

evaluating and overseeing the general health of the diocese. As an important addition, the role of 

the canons of the cathedral chapter will prove crucial, as they are tasked with supporting the 

bishop in coordinating and administering the diocese. 

 Chapter IV: Local Diocesan Administration and Document Creation, examines the 

administrative structures of the Church, using examples such as the archdeaconate and the 

vicariate. The archdeaconate serves a consultative role, while the vicariate, created for pastoral 

needs in Transylvania, has extensive administrative responsibilities. The deaneries, under 

canonical supervision, are other important entities for managing church affairs. For example, 

they organize deanery synods. Parishes, as the basic units, perform specific functions that they 

manage through a variety of acts and structures, including financial contributions and requests 

for church construction. All these entities and documents illustrate the complexity of church 

administration, emphasizing the importance of each in maintaining efficiency and cohesion 

within the Church.  

 Chapter V: Types of Documents Created in the Context of the Diocese's External 

Relations, highlights the essential types of documents in ecclesiastical administration in relation 

to the Metropolitan See. Circulars play a crucial role, communicating synodal decisions or 

canonical changes. These function as an official communication channel between hierarchs. 

Other documents include correspondence for the transfer of clergy and resources, as well as 

financial and statistical reports related to parish activities. When it comes to communication with 

other dioceses within the Romanian Uniate Church, decisions and notifications are issued that 

involve both the diocesan bishops and the Metropolitan See as a whole. In the relationship with 

the Nunciature and the Holy See, documents range from requests and confirmations for 

audiences to annual reports and documents regarding high-level appointments. Regarding 

relations with other dioceses, both Latin and Greek Catholic, there are documents that outline 

agreements for collaboration in missions and educational projects, as well as theological 

correspondence. All of these underscore the complexity and diversity of documentation in 

church administration. 



 Through the research of archival documents, the aim is to highlight the functionality and 

importance of church administration. 

 The research project on the creation, circulation, and preservation of documents in the 

archive of the Greek-Catholic Diocese of Cluj-Gherla between the years 1853 and 1916 provides 

a complex and detailed perspective on the functioning and administration of this ecclesiastical 

institution. Through a five-chapter analysis of the types of documents issued and preserved, the 

work makes significant contributions to understanding, primarily, the archive of the Diocese of 

Gherla, archival processes, and administrative dynamics at both the diocesan and local levels. 

The importance of the archival fund of the Greek-Catholic Diocese of Cluj-Gherla as a main 

source and resource for research has emerged. This archive contains extensive documents over a 

long period, a significant historical era. The diocesan administration, whether at the central or 

local level, is examined in detail, revealing the efficiency and complexity of the ecclesiastical 

organizational system. The work also underscores the fact that archival documents are essential 

tools for the deep research and understanding of the history and functionality of church 

administration. 

 The utilization of the archival fund of the Greek-Catholic Diocese of Cluj-Gherla, an 

inexhaustible source of documents that have not yet been fully explored for their potential, is 

possible not only for analysing the information contained in the documents but also the types of 

documents and their circulation. We believe that this archival fund has great potential for 

innovative and surprising discoveries, particularly due to the diversity of documents it contains, 

the exhaustive description of which in this work is impossible. Documents can range from 

canonical visitations, which offer a detailed picture of how the clergy and parishioners interacted 

in a specific historical context, to wills drafted by clerics or other important church personalities. 

The latter, although preserved in small numbers, provide unique perspectives on how these 

personalities saw their spiritual and social roles, as well as their relationship with the community 

they served. 

 In addition, the research of the documents in this archival fund suggests that the 

information provided by certain special documents, such as memoirs, correspondence, journals, 

or even autobiographies, can offer a fairly accurate and comprehensive internal picture of both 

the clergy's life and the evolution of religious communities over time. Based on these documents, 

historians and researchers have ample information to produce a series of studies and statistics 



that contribute to a better understanding of the history and evolution of the Greek-Catholic 

Church in the Cluj-Gherla region. 

 The methodology used, already described, has afforded us the opportunity to utilize 

various types of documents, necessary for our research endeavors. 

 In conclusion, we believe that our work not only values an important archival fund but 

also has the potential to change the way we understand the religious and social history of this 

region. It aims to provide guidance for those who intend to research not only religious themes 

but also themes rooted in the social, economic, and cultural history of the region that belonged to 

the Greek-Catholic Diocese of Cluj-Gherla. At the same time, the work aims to serve as a guide 

for the types of documents, registers, and how research of the fund can be conducted more 

quickly and easily, either through the analysis of index registers, special registers, or general 

ones. It seeks to provide information about the consolidation of documents, their shortcomings, 

and the way in which these can be replaced with other documents or edited bibliography. The 

primary objective of the research project is to exploit the archival fund of the Greek-Catholic 

Diocese of Cluj-Gherla, a substantial repository of documents that, until now, has not been fully 

researched. We believe that this archival fund holds significant potential for innovative and 

surprising discoveries, particularly due to the diversity of the documents it contains. These 

documents can range from canonical visitations, which can offer a detailed view of how the 

clergy and parishioners interacted in a specific historical context, to wills drawn up by clergy or 

other important figures in the Church. The latter could provide unique perspectives on how these 

individuals viewed their spiritual and social roles, as well as on their relationship with the 

community they served. 

 Furthermore, this fund may also contain memoir materials such as correspondence, 

journals, or even autobiographies, which could offer an intimate portrait of the lives of the clergy 

and the evolution of religious communities over time. Based on these documents, historians and 

researchers could provide a deeper understanding of the history of the Greek-Catholic Diocese of 

Gherla. Therefore, the project not only utilizes an important archival fund but also has the 

potential to change the way we understand the religious and social history of this region. 
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