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Our paper aims to present chronologically the path of the mobile museum heritage 

conservation activity within eight museum institutions in Alba County during the period between 

1918-1990, the specialists involved in carrying out this activity and the state of conservation of 

this heritage, all in direct relation to the main legislative initiatives underlying the conservation of 

the Romanian mobile museum heritage. Also, within our scientific approach, we cannot talk about 

the activity of preserving the mobile museum heritage, as long as we do not know this heritage, 

we do not know its history of formation, its numerical increases and how to capitalize in permanent 

exhibitions. Thus, in order to clarify these aspects in the time frame chosen in our work, we also 

made an overview of how to form and grow the mobile museum heritage of the eight museum 

institutions, as well as the manner of its exposure in permanent exhibitions. 

Regarding our scientific approach, we specify from the very beginning that we do not want 

to exhaust scientifically, theoretically and practically such a vast field as the conservation of mobile 

museum heritage, but we intend to bring it to the attention of the public, to make it visible, thus 

opening it for future scientific endeavors. 

During the period of time chosen by us in the current Alba County, a county established on 

the occasion of the new territorial administrative reform of Romania in 1968 (reform given by Law 

no. 2 of February 16, 1968 on the administrative organization of the territory of the Socialist 

Republic of Romania), there were and still are today eight museum institutions, which we will 

research chronologically starting from the year of establishment of their patrimony, namely: The 

Museum of Natural Sciences in Aiud, the History Museum in Aiud, the "Augustin Bunea" History 

Museum in Blaj, the National Union Museum from Alba Iulia, the "Avram Iancu" Memorial 

Museum in Avram Iancu commune, the "Ioan Raica" Municipal Museum in Sebeş, the 

Ethnographic Museum in Rimetea, and the "Pamfil Albu" Ethnographic Museum in Lupșa 

commune. 

The methodology used in our scientific research on studying the primary and secondary 

research sources identified and on analyzing, in some cases, quite narrowly, three interviews 

conducted with several people who, throughout their professional career, influenced the destinies 

of three museum institutions studied by us. The primary research sources used by us are the 

documents identified and used from the archives of museum institutions (Archive of the History 

Museum of Aiud, Archive of the Museum of Natural Sciences in Aiud, Archive of the "Augustin 

Bunea" History Museum in Blaj, Archive of the National Museum of the Union in Alba Iulia, 

Archive of the "Ioan Raica" Municipal Museum in Sebeş and Archive of the Ethnographic 

Museum in Rimetea) and national archives (Alba County Directorate of National Archives). 

Within the archives of museum institutions, files containing "activity reports" and "work plans" 
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(also called "reports"), files with official documents containing addresses from higher forums, 

minutes drawn up following controls of these forums, various requests, related official answers, 

etc. were studied. and the O. J. P. C. N. Alba Fund. The following funds were studied from the 

Alba County Directorate of the National Archives: Alba County School Inspectorate Fund (1919-

1991), Câmpeni District Popular Council Fund, Culture and Art Committee and "Sf. Vasile cel 

Mare" Blaj High School for Boys Fund. In the process of identifying these archives we also 

encountered problems, it is about not finding the archives of two museum institutions. This 

happened in the case of the "Avram Iancu" Memorial Museum in Avram Iancu commune and the 

"Pamfil Albu" Ethnographic Museum in Lupșa commune. We hope that in the near future we will 

be able to identify these archives and thus give back to the scientific environment in the field new 

information about the activity of conservation of mobile museum heritage carried out within these 

museum institutions. 

The secondary research sources are the anthological scientific works for Romanian 

museology and museography published on different dates, the scientific researches that treated the 

path and history of the heritage of the institutions chosen by us and which capitalized on a part of 

this mobile museum heritage, other scientific papers that presented the conservation activity 

carried out by specialists from these institutions and scientific papers that researched the 

conservation activity from Romanian museums, which studied the degradation factors affecting 

museum objects, the concept of conservation, documentation within this activity, etc. In various 

situations, we have also used information taken from the online environment, such as the content 

of laws, information on some substances used to control biological pests or data on the world 

history of conservation activity. 

The three interviews wanted to bring more information within the activity of conservation 

of mobile museum heritage, to provide details on how this activity was organized, how it was 

carried out, if there were influences in the field, if innovative methods were approached, etc. 

Internally, our research consists of five main chapters that are divided into secondary 

subchapters, which are sometimes also divided into several subpoints to which are added the 

Introduction, Conclusions, Bibliography and Appendices. 

The first two chapters (Chapter 1. Mobile museum heritage from museums located on 

the territory of the current Alba County, between 1918-1947: establishment, quantitative 

evolution, method of organization within permanent exhibitions and Chapter 2. Mobile 

museum heritage from museums located on the territory of the current Alba County, during 

1948-1990: establishment, quantitative evolution, method of organization within permanent 

exhibitions are identical in name, but different in terms of the interval chosen for presentation. 

The division into the two time frames was chosen taking into account the political and ideological 
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changes that occurred in 1918, 1947 and 1990. It is about the union of Transylvania with Romania, 

followed by the abdication of King Mihai, by the proclamation of the Romanian People's Republic 

and the fall of the communist regime. 

Internally, the first chapter consists of six subchapters. The six subchapters begin with the 

first subchapter in which we presented the formation and display of the mobile museum heritage 

from several museum institutions in Transylvania during the period mentioned in the title of the 

first chapter. The choice of museums presented in this subchapter was not random, but was based 

on two reasons. The first reason is that in the bibliography related to the history and activity of 

these museum institutions we have identified details about the activity of preserving their museum 

heritage. And a second reason that determined their choice is given by the influence that their 

teams of specialists, the true pioneers of the field, exerted on the way of forming the heritage of 

some of the museums in our research area and on the manner of conceiving and arranging their 

permanent exhibitions. And a second reason that determined their choice is given by the influence 

that their teams of specialists, the true pioneers of the field, exerted on the way of forming the 

heritage of some of the museums in our research area and on the manner of conceiving and 

arranging their permanent exhibitions. In the other five subchapters, a chronological presentation 

of how their heritage was formed and where we identified information was prepared for each 

museum institution researched by us in Alba County (related to the following muses: Museum of 

Natural Sciences Aiud, History Museum Aiud, "Augustin Bunea" History Museum, National 

Museum of the Union in Alba Iulia and "Avram Iancu" Memorial Museum) and a description of 

the permanent exhibitions. 

The second chapter consists of three main subchapters divided into three different time 

frames: 1948-1960, 1961-1970, 1971-1990. Each main subchapter has nine subpoints, which 

presented how the patrimony of the eight museum institutions grew and was formed and how the 

political factor influenced the growth of the heritage of museums in Alba County. We also exposed 

how the same political factor took over museum institutions and metamorphosed them through the 

dictated and imposed way (through official documents and legislative provisions) of arranging 

permanent exhibitions into perfect tools for manipulating the masses. In the final year of our 

research (1990), after the abrogation of all existing legislative provisions in the field of museums, 

from the permanent exhibitions of museums, everything reminiscent of the old regime and the 

Ceausescu couple was excluded. 

The third chapter is called the Conservation of the mobile museum heritage in the 

museums of Alba county in the period 1918-1954. Internally this chapter consists of eight 

subchapters in which we first presented (in the first subchapter) in a general form the legislative 

provisions that regulated the status of the activity of conservation of the mobile museum patrimony 
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and the museum conservatory. Also to get a clear picture of how it was perceived, presented and 

carried out the activity of conservation of the mobile museum patrimony, an incursion was 

undertaken in the scientific bibliography of the Romanian museology and museography of the 

period. In the other seven subchapters it was written, based on archive documentation, a 

chronological presentation of the activity of conservation of the mobile museum patrimony carried 

out in seven museums of Alba county (it is about the National Museum of the Union from Alba 

Iulia, the "Augustin Bunea" History Museum in Blaj, Museum of Natural Sciences in Aiud, 

Museum of History in Aiud, "Avram Iancu" Memorial Museum from Avram Iancu commune, 

Ethnographic Museum in Rimetea, "Ioan Raica" Municipal Museum from Sebeş), the actions 

undertaken within it were identified, who was the museum staff responsible for the smooth 

running, how the heritage deposits within these museum institutions were organized, as they were 

seen in the early twentieth century and in the first half and if conservation activities took place in 

permanent exhibitions. 

The next chapter, the fourth issue entitled Conservation of the mobile museum heritage 

in the museums of Alba County in the period 1955-1973, consists of nine subchapters. In the 

first subchapter we presented for the beginning the legislative provisions regarding the 

conservation of the mobile museum patrimony within the laws that approached the activity of the 

museum institutions and we also exposed the way in which the activity of conservation was treated 

in Romanian scientific environments. Later in the eight subchapters we again chronologically 

exhibited the conservation activity carried out within the eight museum institutions the research 

by us from Alba county, highlighting what actions were taken within him, who was the staff 

responsible for his conduct, and how he was involved in the organization of permanent exhibitions 

and deposits of the institution, all in direct relation to the main legislative provisions of the period 

that regulated the museum activity and implicitly to the conservation of the mobile museum 

patrimony. 

Chapter five entitled Preservation of the Mobile Museum Heritage of Alba County 

Museums in the period 1974-1990 is the last chapter of our work. It is organized internally from 

nine subchapters. In the first subchapter were presented again in a general way the main legislative 

provisions that treated the activity of conservation of the museum patrimony and the way in which 

the scientific environment of the Romanian museology and museography researched conservation 

activity. And within the other eight subchapters we described chronologically, within the fixed 

time interval, the conservation activity within eight museum institutions researched by us in Alba 

County, highlighting what actions this activity included, who was the museum staff responsible 

for its development, how it was involved in the organization of permanent exhibitions and 

warehouses, all in direct relation to the main legislative provisions that regulated its activity.  
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Through our scientific approach we managed to present chronologically since the 1920 the 

state of conservation of three museum collections (of Bethlen Gymnasium in Aiud, of the 

Romanian Greek-Catholic High School in Blaj and of the Union Museum in Alba Iulia), what 

actions this activity included and who was the staff responsible for its development. At the end of 

the 1930 we identified the existence of the occupation of conservator within the staff employed by 

the National Museum of the Union in Alba Iulia, and in the 1940 in the same museum institution 

the presence of constant concerns about building a conservation laboratory and restoring it and 

equipping it with the necessary logistics and staff. The inspirational models in this approach were 

the Museum of Commission, Museum of Archaeology in Cluj, etc. 

Since the beginning of the 1950, conservation activity has been identified as a clear 

occupation within museum activity, which included actions of preparing museum objects in 

chemicals, actions of "dedusting" and "washing" them with "chemicals", all carried out in order to 

preserve, prepare and maintain the mobile museum heritage.  

The custodians of the collections (at the "Augustin Bunea" History Museum in Blaj), the 

preparator, the laboratory, the caretaker (in the case of the History Museum in Aiud), the laboratory 

together with the work team of the museum, or by herself (in the case of the Museum of Natural 

Sciences in Aiud), the laboratory of the Historical Monuments Commissions, the seasonal staff (in 

the case of the National Museum of the Union in Alba Iulia) and the director helped by the 

collective work of the museum (in the case of the Ethnographic Museum of Rimetea).  

We also believe that after the above-mentioned year (1950) within the activity of 

conservation of mobile museum heritage, the influence of the Soviet school of conservation and 

restoration was felt. We have information that in Cluj Napoca within the Ethnographic Museum 

of Transylvania in 1951 (three years before the official appearance of a first work from the Soviet 

bibliography in the Romanian museum environment), Professor M. V. Farmakovski's book 

"Conservation and restoration of museum collections" was translated. Thus, at least for the 

museums in Cluj Region, we believe that Soviet influence has already taken place. 

From 1951 until 1954, the activity of conservation of the mobile museum heritage within 

the studied museums, was very few visible in the documents, regarding the reporting of the activity 

or its planning, only at the "Augustin Bunea" History Museum in Blaj, at the Museum of Natural 

Sciences in Aiud, the History Museum in Aiud and at the Ethnographic Museum in Rimetea,  and 

his statement was made in the context of operations of "preparation" of museum objects, their 

"treatment" and "cleaning" with chemicals. In 1954, the first Soviet conservation and restoration 

manual written by professor M. V. Farmakovski and entitled "Conservation and restoration of 

museum collections", the aforementioned work, officially entered through the Romanian state 

(Ministry of Culture) in the scientific museum environment. 
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In the next period of time fixed in our research, 1955-1973, the activity of conservation of 

the mobile museum heritage researched by us in the chosen museum institutions received new 

directions of activity, fully feeling the influences produced by the imposed Soviet bibliography 

and some legislative provisions in the museum field. This materialized by broadening its area of 

activity, but only in the case of five museums out of the eight studied, such as the Museum of 

Natural Sciences in Aiud, where starting with 1955, in addition to treating museum objects with 

various chemicals, the study of the state of conservation and the action of blocking windows to 

remove degradation produced by light appeared. Since 1960, at the National Museum of the Union 

in Alba Iulia, the concern of arranging warehouses is mentioned. At the History Museum of Aiud, 

in the fourth quarter of 1955, appeared the joining of the conservation activity with the 

arrangement of heritage deposits. Since 1961, within the "Ioan Raica" Municipal Museum in 

Sebeş, besides the usual conservation activity, but separately from it, has been recorded the 

existence of activities carried out in order to ensure an environment conducive to preservation (we 

mention the existence of ventilation and sanitation campaigns, all carried out in order to preserve 

the museum heritage in good conditions). At the Ethnographic Museum of Rimetea in 1961, apart 

from the conservation activity, the desire to build a museum warehouse appeared. In the other 

museum institutions, the conservation activity included further actions of "disinfection" with 

chemicals of spaces and exhibits and placement of chemicals near them with the role of preventing 

biological attacks. 

But the presence of museum warehouses and the existence of window protection against 

light-destroying actions identified in our research can also be attributed to the appearance of 

legislative provisions of the period, the first appeared in 1955 and was entitled Rules of procedure 

of the Scientific Commission of Museums, Historical and Artistic Monuments, the second is from 

1960,  it was for Cluj Region and included an Action Plan drafted by the Education and Culture 

Section of the Popular Council of the Region and the last one is from 1963 and is called the Action 

Plan on improving and developing the activity of scientific museums of the Council of Cultural 

Establishments attached to the State Committee of Culture and Art, in whose texts the activity of 

conservation of mobile museum heritage included, besides "preparation and naturalization" 

activities, liability regarding the arrangement of museum deposits, periodic verification of the state 

of heritage conservation, ensuring "air conditioning", fire prevention measures and the existence 

of "conservation works" within laboratories and "restoration workshops". 

In the late 1960 and early 1970 conservation activity already included the usual actions of 

"treatment", "conservation", "disinfection", "change of liquid" preservative, deratization of 

premises, periodic ventilation, etc. Now the conservation work has been carried out by the director, 

museum guide, museum manager, museographer, preparer, supervisor, assistant, restorer and 



12 
 

caretaker. In 1968, within the National Museum of the Union in Alba Iulia, the position of 

conservator appeared in the nomenclature of functions of the institution, but the position was not 

filled. It was also identified the presence of specializations within the mentioned staff, so in 1956 

at the "Ioan Raica" Municipal Museum in Sebeş, also in 1956 at the History Museum in Aiud, and 

in 1969 at the Museum of Natural Sciences in Aiud. Also during this period, we identified the 

existence, within the way of carrying out the conservation activity, of the guidelines coming from 

other institutions of similar profile or profile (we reproduce their names identically with their 

mention in the documents of the researched museum archives: the Ethnographic Museum of 

Transylvania, the Museum of History and Archaeology of the Institute of History and Philosophy 

of the R. P. R. Academy in Cluj Napoca,  Institute of History in Cluj, Museum of Archaeology in 

Cluj, Restoration-Conservation Laboratory of the Institute of History and Archaeology Cluj, 

Regional Museum Deva, etc.) and, of course, the presence of scientific documentation of mobile 

museum heritage conservation activity among museum staff. A beneficial role in this activity was 

played by the appearance around the 1960 of a series of practical and theoretical studies in the 

field of museum heritage conservation, which were elaborated by a specialized staff. Certainly, 

within museum institutions there was a careful concern in the field, given that in museum libraries 

there were and still are copies of the Museum Review, the Museum and Monuments Review, etc. 

Since the 60's of the twentieth century, scientific information has appeared regarding the state of 

conservation of the mobile museum heritage, provided by museum staff, details being identified 

in the case of the National Museum of the Union in Alba Iulia, of the "Ioan Raica" Municipal 

Museum in Sebeş, of the "Augustin Bunea" History Museum in Blaj and the Museum of Natural 

Sciences in Aiud. 

In the last chosen period of time, (between 1974-1990) changes in the content and 

perception of the conservation activity within the researched museum,s were produced by the 

legislative framework in the field of museum and conservation of mobile museum heritage, by the 

appearance of a series of scientific works in these fields and by the appearance of specialized 

museum staff within the staff employed by museum institutions. Of the legal provisions that treated 

and influenced the conservation activity during the period, we now mention only three that we 

believe had a more consistent influence. These are Law no. 63 of October 30, 1974 on the 

protection of the national cultural heritage of the Socialist Republic of Romania, the Program of 

measures regarding the norms for the preservation and conservation of cultural property on the 

territory of Alba County and the Rules on the protection and conservation of cultural, artistic, 

technical, scientific assets that are part of the national movable cultural heritage of the Socialist 

Republic of Romania,  elaborated by the Council of Socialist Culture and Education. The three 

legislative provisions led to the establishment of a body at county level (it is about the emergence 
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of the County Office of National Cultural Heritage of Alba County, which had a general 

conservatory) role in monitoring and guiding the conservation activity of the national cultural 

heritage, led to the specialization and broadening of the actions carried out within the conservation 

activity, at the appearance of specialized personnel (the appearance of conservatives) and its 

constant presence of conservation activity in the reporting and planning documents of the activity 

carried out within the museum institutions. Punctually, a specialization of the conservation activity 

within the studied museum institutions, we identified starting with 1976 at the National Museum 

of the Union in Alba Iulia, when the post ”museum conservator” was occupied by a specialist. 

Thus the museum conservator studied the microclimate in the museum's heritage deposits, 

supervised the performance of the museum's sanitation actions, verified the maintenance of the 

cleanliness in the museum spaces, participated in the arrangement of heritage deposits, corrected 

microclimatic anomalies, eliminated defective displays of museum objects, participated in the 

organization of traveling exhibitions, supervised the filming actions carried out inside the 

institution, etc. A specialization of the activity of conservation of the mobile museum patrimony 

in the case of the other studied museum institutions, we identified at the History Museum in Aiud, 

at the Ethnographic Museum in Rimetea and at the ”Avram Iancu” Memorial Museum. Within 

these three museums, the conservation activity included temperature monitoring actions, the 

degree of humidity in the halls of the permanent exhibition and the deposits for the undertaking of 

measures to eliminate the values entered outside the permitted limits, the desire to form a database 

with information about conservation status of the patrimony by ordering the Conservation Sheet 

and its Annex in a standardized form, checks on the state of conservation of the patrimony, etc. 

This specialization of the conservation activity within these three museums was due to the presence 

in the museum staff of the conservative position. We also believe that an important role in the 

perception and development of the conservation activity was played by the specializations of the 

museum staff researched by us in this field of activity. Thus, in the period 1973-1990, the staff 

from: National Museum of the Union in Alba Iulia (Toma Goronea and Corina Oargă) and the 

"Avram Iancu” Memorial Museum from Avram Iancu commune (Viorica Trifuț).  

The other institutions were not mentioned within the time period set above, because they 

either did not mention the conservation activity in the researched files, or have carried out the 

conservation activity which has retained the already known direction ("disinfectations", 

"conservative liquid change", chemical placement with a protective role against biological attacks, 

arrangement of heritage deposits, etc.). 

Of the three legislative provisions listed above, which dealt with the conservation of the 

mobile museum heritage, we believe that the definition for the space of Alba county was the 

Program of measures regarding the norms of preservation and conservation of cultural goods on 
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the territory of Alba county, document identified in 1979. He gave a concrete direction to the 

activity of preserving the mobile museum patrimony of the county and thus assigned clear actions 

towards the development. Thus, starting with 1979, the actions undertaken within the conservation 

activity carried out in the studied museum institutions included the following actions: taking 

measures to maximize the use of storage spaces by applying actions of "typing" museum objects, 

drawing up a prior design of storage, scientific and practical research in the field to identify new 

techniques for displaying museum objects, careful verification of the state of heritage 

conservation, withdrawal from warehouses and permanent exhibition of museum objects requiring 

restoration actions, imposing monitoring of the museum microclimate in these spaces as the main 

weapon in combating degradation, etc. There were also problematic situations at museum heritage 

in the period after the development of this program which were sometimes not resolved positively 

because some of its requirements were not met. Thus, we mention in this sense the lack of the 

instrumentation necessary for the monitoring of the microclimate, although there were countless 

requests in this regard in the case of the "Ioan Raica" Municipal Museum from Sebeş and the 

Ethnographic Museum from Rimetea. Or the existence of active attacks on biological pests on 

which teams at the level of O. P. C. N. Alba specially created did not act even if there were 

continuous requests, or insufficient action, in the case of the Ethnographic Museum in Rimetea 

and the "Ioan Raica" Municipal Museum from Sebeş. 

A significant change in the perception and reporting of the conservation activity also 

produced the Norms on the protection and conservation of cultural-artistic, technical goods, 

scientific that are part of the mobile national cultural heritage of the Socialist Republic of 

Romania, elaborated by the Council of Culture and Socialist Education. Even if they did not treat 

as a whole all the museum objects in the mobile museum patrimony but only a small category, 

their existence was mentioned in the museum institutions researched as a purpose of undertaking 

conservation actions, so their content was studied and applied for all mobile museum heritage. I 

encountered this at the National Museum of the Union in Alba Iulia (1981), at the Museum of 

History in Aiud (1983) and the Museum of Natural Sciences in Aiud (1983). 

At the end of 1989, the activity of preserving the of the museum objects within, of the eight 

museum institutions studied, was a specialized branch of the museum activity that went through 

all the imposed, suggested stages, promoted and disseminated in the field, thus managing with 

small exceptions to ensure the preservation over time of a large and representative cultural heritage 

for the historical past of Alba county.  

Regarding the course of conservation activity in 1990, the information identified by us in 

the archive research was reduced. In principle, most of the data identified for this year was made 

in the rows  "activity plans" written in 1989. They have already maintained the direction of activity 
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they had in previous years. The concrete information identified from 1990 highlighted the fact that 

in the context of the events that happened at the end of 1989, the new government requested the 

assessment where the destruction of assets was imposed, without taking into account the tracing 

of tasks regarding the activity of conservation of the mobile museum patrimony. This state of 

affairs was perpetuated in 1990 when the new country leadership repealed all existing legislative 

framework in the field until 1989 leaving the mobile museum heritage thus without a protection 

system.  

But we believe that in the activity of preserving the mobile museum patrimony of the eight 

institutions researched, things did not stagnate but have already followed the existing direction, 

proof in this sense are the scientific works elaborated in the field, the scientific and practical 

activities that took place.
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