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Its character as a fundamental social group means that the institution of the family is
permanently exposed to external influences, taking over from the particularities of the community
ensemble so that any metamorphosis at the level of society reflects, to a lesser or greater extent,
on it. This is one of the reasons why the study of the family has increasingly become a topic of
interest for specialists in different fields, however, the research area still offers surprises, managing
to bring new realities to light.

The pretense that took place between the second half of the 19th century and the first half
of the 20th century in the region of Hunedoara, both from a political and socio-economic point of
view, created a series of antagonisms between traditional realities and the renewing elements of
modernity.

Transformations of the collective mentality are evident as we approach the 20th century,
first in the urban centers of the county, so that later they are also to be noticed in the neighboring
rural localities, anchored in an area of influence that determines a socio-professional and
existential reorganization. In this context, I considered a historical-demographic approach to the
Hunedorean family to be appropriate and relevant, in order to reconstruct the social realities and
community typologies that characterize this rather complex but little-researched region until the
present moment, in relation to Transylvania or other Romanian areas.

The approach also calls for an analysis of the behavioral mechanisms generated by external
influences, changes at the level of mentalities and sensitivities, offering us plausible explanations
for historical realities in order to complete the picture of this area. The incursion through the
destinies of the Hunedorean family since the turn of the two centuries is also justified by the ethno-
confessional diversity of the area determined by its historical course, giving it a certain specificity.

At the same time, the family, through its biological and social functions, triggers the
community order, ensures the transmission of social norms and values in order to establish a
consensus within the community, thus allowing us to identify the characteristics of the type of
society found in the region of Hunedoara of the past centuries.

A microhistory of the Hunedorean family aims to highlight the way in which the political-
economic and socio-demographic changes of the period between the half of the 19th century and
the first half of the 20th century affect the marital behavior of the individuals in this area and the
development of family life. The time limits chosen are reference data for the transformations

endured by this administrative unit, the end of the Revolution of 1848 and the beginning of the



Second World War being landmarks in terms of political-economic but also socio-demographic
relations. The multiple consequences of the Revolution of 1848-1849 and the Great War
significantly influence the demographic behavior of individuals throughout the province, with
visible effects in the region of Hunedoara as well.

The research paradigm highlights the contrasts of the society of Hunedoara in the analyzed
time range, the urban-rural antithesis that offers various behavioral models, different mentalities,
different marriage dynamics, different marital selection criteria.

Between the second half of the 19th century and the first half of the 20th century, a rural
society prevailed in the region of Hunedoara, the urban character of the area being given by a few
more developed centers, as a result of the intensification of the mining and industrial activities.

It is known that in traditional societies community templates and constraints direct the
individual's existence, anomalies are regarded with agnosticism and moral and religious
perceptions represent defining social rules. In this context, the community also rigorously
controlled the family through various interferences in its internal problems, being obvious that any
disorder in family life could cause a major disruption of the mechanisms of the community. In
such a paradigm, the major events in the individual's life (birth, marriage, death) were subject to
strict community control, the family-community relationship being a deep one, in all aspects.

As the beginning of family life occurs with the act of marriage, our approach is deliberately
focused on presenting the starting point in the formation of the family, an important moment in the
life of the individual. As marriage benefited from a deeper approach compared to the other
analyzed components and the capture of the existing connections between the community and the
act of marriage is aimed here at identifying the constraints that influenced the marital process.

The Hunedorean family does not only receive socio-economic influences, being equally
impacted by the political-legislative transformations that occurred in Transylvania in those times.
Secular and ecclesiastical legislation impose a certain framework in which family life could be
carried out and marriage was first administered by the Church and from the end ofthe 19th century
it came under the control of the state.

However, since at the turn of the century, the traditional society of Hunedoara is subject to
a progressive dilution under the pressure of modernizing factors, significant changes are observed
as the area is integrated into the economic circuit, with strong implications at the socio-professional

and existential level. The economic development, industrialization and urbanization of this unit



have brought about changes in family relations and in the marital behavior of individuals.
However, the transformations are not visible in the same way in all the localities of Hunedoara
region, being more prominent in the urban centers and in the surrounding area, however, less
perceptible in the isolated localities that remain anchored in the traditional, here the newness
penetrates with difficulty and changes in the collective mentality are less perceptible.

Therefore, under the impulse of renewal, the image of the family and its relationship with
the community changes profoundly, modernization leaving its mark on the collective mentality
that now becomes more permissive regarding the sideslips, cohabitation and divorce proving to be
important ways of discovering the everyday realities of those times.

With a regard to the documentation sources, the research aimed to cover as varied an area
as possible, but in essence it utilizes the archive sources in the custody of the National Archives of
Romania, Hunedoara County Directorate. In the part that highlights the characteristics and the
historical evolution of the region of Hunedoara between the years 1850-1940, I used a
historiography that deals with the modern era for the general presentation of the studied period,
also resorting to a historiographical approach related to the particular case, with direct reference
to the region of Hunedoara.

In order to highlight the demographic phenomena of Hunedoara and present the socio-
professional structures in this area, I used the censuses carried out by the state authorities at the
time, making it possible to put the work sample chosen for analysis in the general demographic
context.

For the demographic dimension of the research focus, the marriage issue, the most
important information is provided by the parish registers. In this sense, I used as the main source
of documentation, the parish registers from six localities in Hunedoara County, corresponding to
the three numerically representative denominations, in the region of Hunedoara. I refer to the
localities: Hunedoara (Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Greek Catholic parishes), Deva (Orthodox,
Roman Catholic parishes), Bacia (Orthodox, Greek Catholic), Baita (Orthodox, Roman Catholic),
Beriu (Orthodox-Greek-Catholic) and Branisca (Orthodox) chosen due to their geographical
position, economic importance and confessional diversity. Being a long period of time, ninety
years and a considerable number of Hunedorean localities, I have narrowed the research to this

sample to show the realities of Hunedorean marriage, compared to other areas of Transylvania.



Interesting information about the realities of the society of Hunedoara is provided by the
travel diaries of pilgrims who have passed through these lands over the centuries. At the same time,
the press of the time renders a different and original image of the society of Hunedoara and the
mentality of the era, which completes the plan of the research. The articles, illustrations, anecdotes
represent a useful material for the present study, managing to transpose the reader into the universe
of those times, in a reality much different from the contemporary one. With the aim of integrating
the Hunedorean family into the general picture of the Romanian family, I have referred to a series
of published studies that address the topic.

The thesis is structured in four chapters, to which are added an introductory study and the
research conclusions, the bibliography and appendices completing the approach.

The First Chapter, suggestively titled The Hunedoara region in the second half of the 19th
century and the first half of the 20th century, highlights the administrative boundaries of
Hunedoara district and county, the physical-geographical and social conditions in which the lives
of the inhabitants of these lands took place, the economic aspects and demographic characteristics
of the researched area. The chapter reconstructs a short history of Hunedoara district which
became Hunedoara county after the Great Union of 1918, keeping, however, broadly the same
territorial extent (it loses an area of 114 square kilometers in favor of Alba, respectively Caras-
Severin counties).

From a political-administrative point of view, Hunedoara territory will go through the
changes imposed by the historical realities of the period, enduring several reorganizations in the
researched period corresponding to the political transformations and reforms undertaken by the
officials of that time.

The relief and natural resources contributed to a great extent to the economic development
of the region of Hunedoara, imposing its socio-professional profile and demographic structure. We
can affirm that the specificity of the area shaped its evolution, also determining mental
transformations at the individual and social level.

Regarding the dynamics of the population of Hunedoara in the analyzed interval, the data
show the sinusoidal evolution, however, a demographic increase was registered during the eighty
years under analysis, of 127,809 inhabitants, justified both by the general conditions of the
historical evolution of Transylvania and by a series of particularities of the region of Hunedoara.

At the same time, aiming to capture those changes in demographic behavior determined by the



economic progress of the region of Hunedoara, rich in natural resources, the conclusions drawn
highlight an absolute interdependence between the economic and human factors.

Although the modernization process calls for the development of the Hunedorean urban
centers, the rural specificity of the area means that in the entire period analyzed, the largest share
of the population returns to the rural environment, a percentage of over 90%, with a slight decrease
in the period between the two world wars.

Elucidating the gender and civil status structure of the population of Hunedoara from
1850-1940 we aim at a better understanding of the dynamics of marriages in the area. The data
present an interesting situation in this respect, with very close percentages of the two sexes, with
slight gaps in favor of women in the period between the two world wars, which is understandable
if we think about the effects of the First World War on the male population.

With a regard to the civil status of the population, the maintenance of a constant percentage
over time is identified, the high number of married people highlights a characteristic specific to
traditional societies, and the large number of celibates and the appearance of divorcees denote
manifestations of modernity.

One aspect we took into account in our approach was the specificity of the area given by
the ethnic and religious diversity that will directly influence the formation of mixed families.
Despite all the diversity, the Romanians were the majority in this space throughout the analyzed
interval, with a percentage of over 80% of the total population of Hunedoara and the representative
ethnic groups were the Hungarians and the Germans, in a significant increase with the
intensification of the industrial activity here. It should be mentioned that we also find ethnic
people, but in a smaller percentage, concentrated for the most part, in the urban environment of
Hunedoara region.

In an absolutely natural way, the advance of certain industrial sectors impregnated the
region of Hunedoara from the end of the 19th century with a new occupational profile. The
analysis undertaken highlights a major decrease in the number of the inhabitants who were
engaged in agriculture, in favor of the industrial sector, mining and other activities specific to a
new, modern economic system. The modernization trend towards which the society of Hunedoara
was heading at the turn of the centuries is obvious, despite the traditional characteristics and the

conservative mentality, there is a progress in life, an improvement in the living conditions and a



change in mentality, more accentuated indeed, starting with the 20th century and after the Great
Union of 1918.

The Second Chapter of the thesis deals with the report between The State and the
community: the voice of the state in the family issue with direct reference to the institution of the
family, in an attempt to highlight the extent to which the secular power assumes the administration
of marriage with the secularization of society. At the dawn of the changes in the modernizing sense
of the marriage act, polemics arise between the state and the Church, with strong implications at
the community level. In this sense, we tried to capture the way the community of Hunedoara
perceives progress and this increased competence of the state in family life, highlighting the
contrasting attitudes from one area to another, in relation to its specificity.

The approach having the family as its subject, the central strand being the act of marriage,
[ tangentially approached the issue of civil matrimonial legislation from the end of the 19th century,
which will cause extensive changes in the way of concluding a marriage, with the state controlling
the act of marriage from now on, changing the dynamics of its relation with the community.

Regarding the community-secularization/modernization relation, two antagonistic
directions emerge. On the one hand, we find the rural civilization of Hunedoara with a strong
religious zeal, less receptive to the norms promoted by modern society, and on the other hand, the
urban civilization, eager for renewal. The fear felt in the society of Hunedoara, of the past
centuries, especially in the rural one, was related to the dysfunctions that modernization could
cause to society and family life, when the individual and the community mistakenly relate to the
concept of novelty. The habits condemned by the society are highlighted in the dynamics of the
couple and in the emancipation process of the bourgeois woman who now positions herself, totally
differently, compared to the traditional roles of wife and mother.

The third chapter begins the actual study of the central strand of the research, the marriage.
Entitled The Marriage between traditional and modern, it reconstructs the dynamics of the nuptial
behavior of the Hunedorean individuals in the period between 1850, the moment that triggered the
changes, and 1940, the year that ended a significant historical stage, the period between the two
world wars bringing a series of socio-political and demographic changes, offering a new
perspective on marriage in Hunedoara region.

Being a rather vast area, in the analysis of the phenomenon of marriage, I resorted to

choosing a sample consisting of six localities in Hunedoara region, within which I investigated



twelve parishes, corresponding to the three numerically representative denominations (Orthodox,
Roman Catholic, Greek Catholic). The approach allows the visualization of the phenomenon from
the perspective of marriage dynamics, the seasonal distribution of marriages, the age and civil
status of the bride and groom, as well as the mixed marriages formed here.

The investigation undertaken highlights a sinuous dynamics of marriage in the analyzed
sample, with significant oscillations that highlight both the respect for the general models of
traditional society and the reflection of new elements. After a visible increase, which began in the
middle of the 19th century, the decline follows from the beginning of the 20th century and
continues in the period between the two world wars, the numerical maximum of officiated
marriages being reached, by the three denominations analyzed, between the years 1881-1890.
Relating the high percentage of marriages to the demographic increase, it is obvious that the two
factors influence each other, after 1880 and the sample population gets significant demographic
boost.

Regarding the period of marriages, it is observed that the system of agricultural work and
the religious calendar determine their concentration towards several months of the year, late
autumn and winter being the right times for organizing the wedding. The analyzed data notes that
the parishioners in the sample prefer February (17.8%) and November (15.08%) for marriage,
while the lower limit is March (1.46%) and December (1.13%). The summer months are also poor
in such manifestations, especially due to the fact that it was the period of agricultural work. The
realities regarding the seasonal distribution of marriages highlight both the observance of the
traditional norms prescribed by the Church and the rhythm of agricultural work, especially in the
countryside, as well as the reflection of the elements of novelty, more accentuated in the city space,
here marriages are less conditioned by the two factors.

As expected, age also represented a defining element in choosing a partner and the practice
found in the sample was for the woman to be younger than the man. This aspect of the analysis
revealed to us an interesting behavior, a polarization of the majority of grooms in the 20-40 age
range, the percentage of men exceeding that of women, with 31.67%. At the same time, many girls
from rural communities chose to marry much earlier than the age of 20, thus manifesting discordant
behavior in the conditions in which boys were conditioned by the rigors of military legislation.

The next age range preferred by individuals in our sample for marriage is 40-60 years, and

in only 1.13% of all marriages were the bride and groom over 60 years old, with the number of



men exceeding, this time, that of women. Older age at marriage was, in most cases, associated
with remarriages. A good material condition or a higher professional status could represent criteria
able to influence a new marriage. The analysis of the phenomenon highlights the fact that in the
analyzed localities widowers most often chose younger partners, a situation that is more visible in
the case of men, however, where the material situation did not allow them to make such choices,
they are forced to accept a partner with a similar civil status, maybe even older.

A limit of the research undertaken is given by the fact that in a percentage of approximately
10.72% of marriages in the sample we do not have the age of the bride and groom specified, so
that, for the veracity of the conclusions issued, the analysis refers to those marriages that also
provide such information.

Referring to the criterion regarding the civil status of the chosen partner, it is noticed that,
in general, individuals opted for partners with similar characteristics, but there are also a number
of deviations from this practice imposed, either by the marriage market or by the needs of daily
life, encountering numerous widower-young woman marriages. The analysis of the entire sample
highlights a percentage of 77.49% of protogamous marriages from the total number.

Even if most of the research concerns aspects related to the foundation of the family, we
have also tried to reproduce the dissolution of the couple that occurred as a result of the death of a
partner or following a divorce, a reality that determines a significant number of remarriages. The
data highlight the fact that in all the three denominations under analysis, men remarried much
faster than women, sometimes even with unmarried young women, which can be explained on the
one hand, if we consider that in those times men did not take care of the household activities. The
high percentage of remarried widowers from the urban area (63.9%) compared to the rural area
(36.1%) highlights the size and diversity of the marriage market in the urban area and, at the same
time, the lack of customs and constraints that often condemned such choices, a sign that the
liberation of the individual from the community control was increasingly evident.

The society of Hunedoara of the past centuries was largely traditional, with a closed
mentality and for which divorce was not a common practice, being most often condemned by the
community. This reality is also accentuated by the low percentage of marriages in the analyzed
sample involving a divorced partner (approximately 2.04%). However, the large number of

remarried divorcees from the urban environment (65.22%) highlights the fact that in the city space,



social criticism was much diminished and those affected could much more easily resort to a legal
separation, in order to restore for the better their family life.

The ethno-confessional diversity of the region of Hunedoara required our research to also
approach the issue of mixed families. The ethno-confessional realities of the analyzed sample
corroborated with the size of the marriage market give a peculiarity to the analyzed marital
phenomenon, the focus being on the denomination without neglecting the importance of ethnicity.

The analysis of the parish registers revealed for the analyzed sample a total number 0f410
mixed confessional marriages, representing 9.08% of the total number of marriages officiated in
the sample between 1850-1940, these being more numerous in the urban environment than in the
rural area, a sign that under the impetus of traditionalism, in the village most marriages were
concluded within the same locality and with a partner of the same denomination. Instead, the city
space offered a better marriage market in all aspects, and here an important landmark in choosing
a partner was often represented by the aspiration for a higher social status. It is precisely this
contrast that outlines an interesting picture of the marriage phenomenon of Hunedoara region.

Referring to the three denominations, I found that, in the case of all of them, mixed
marriages were registered, in a numerical increase, as we approach the 20th century, with a greater
desire of women to choose a partner of another denomination. Given that most of the time the
number of women was higher than that of men, the phenomenon can be explained by them having
to accept what the matrimonial market offered at a given time.

Trying to capture how the path to modernization of the society of Hunedoara influences
the conclusion of mixed marriages, we can highlight their interference at a given moment, a change
in the optics towards these unions being obvious, especially in the period between the two world
wars when they have become more and more numerous. Therefore, after the first world
conflagration, individuals have freed themselves more and more from the constraints of the
previous era and the Church has become more permissive regarding marriages officiated outside
their own confessional area.

The research highlights the fact that all the changes that happened in the society of
Hunedoara in the second half of the 19th century and the first half of the 20th century cause
mutations in the family life and influence the marital selection criteria of individuals, placing the
act of marriage between traditional and modern. Certainly, these manifestations are not uniform

throughout the region of Hunedoara, some areas remain reluctant to renewal. Urban centers are



the forerunners of modernizing aspects, in urban society conformism is no longer functional. Over
time, modern influences from the cities of Hunedoara will spread to the rural environment, slightly
changing the mentality of the individuals here.

The last chapter of the thesis with the title The society of Hunedoara at the turn of the XIX-
XX centuries reflected in memoirs and the press, offers a unique image of the Hunedorean family
and society outlined by the pilgrims and journalists of those times, portraying in a different form
the essential problems that animated the society of Hunedoara at the end of the past centuries. The
limit between the 19th and 20th centuries is representative from the perspective of the
transformation of the society of Hunedoara from an eminently agrarian one, with a conservative
mentality to an industrialized one, with a visible openness to renewal.

From this perspective, the accounts of travelers who transit or stay for a while in this space
offer us an objective view of these lands, their observations and impressions coming from those
who are strangers to these lands. Travelers' notes about these lands highlight trivial facts that
without such exposure would remain unrecognized. The stranger manages to capture the original,
giving us the opportunity to attach it to the information provided by the other documentary sources,
completing the approach. Even if we find few notes about the family life of the people of
Hunedoara, their testimonies are representative of the general image of the society, in terms of
habitat, food and morals, foreign travelers being fascinated by their picturesque places, by the
customs and traditions inherited from their ancestors.

The press of the time helps us to recreate from another perspective the picture of the society
of Hunedoara from the past centuries. Journalists provide us with information about family life,
gender roles, issues related to marital choices, teachings on education and raising children, all
social transformations reflected in the articles of those times.

Likewise, the journals expose the negative effects of modernization, the issue of morality
and the flawed behavior of individuals being very often addressed. The press provides information
about the household, reflecting the contrasts of traditional and bourgeois female existence, the role
of women in society, the need for access to education or vice versa, the preservation of the
traditional role within the family, but it does not neglect the gentlemen either, to whom they offer
valuable advice for a happy marriage.

A unique way of conveying the message to the reader was represented by the anecdotes. In

addition to the role of amusement, there is obviously an educational role, the morals of society



being satirized, the superficiality and the flawed character of young women precisely in order to
outline a discourse that corrects such behaviors.

The image represented another source with the help of which journalists try to reconstruct
the social realities of Hunedoara region, through it being highlighted certain social realities and
stereotypes, easily transposing the viewer into the context of the past centuries.

From the analysis we can say that the local journals focused on the issues of family life,
gender relations, education, the role of women in the family and society and depending on the
subject covered, the editors tried to structure their content in such a way to reproduce the daily
pulse as realistically as possible. Even if we cannot quantify the impact the journalists' objective
had, their focus on the essential problems of the society of the respective times stands out very
clearly. It must be stated that the highlighted aspects are very often specific to the entire
Transylvanian and even Romanian society.

In conclusion, we can say that modernization caused a series of changes to the region of
Hunedoara, increasingly replacing the traditional existence with a complex of factors specific to
Western societies. In all this context of renewal, society is put in a dilemma because, on the one
hand, it wants progress and alignment with the European realities, and on the other hand, it fears
the loss of the order inherited from its predecessors.

It is precisely this ambiguity that outlines obvious contrasts in the existence of the people
of Hunedoara of the past ages, the conservative realities of the traditional community and the
modern mentality of the city space.

Despite all the changes, the customs impregnated over time will never be completely
removed, social criticism persisting to this day. The community of Hunedoara reserves the right to

react in accordance with its own wishes and needs, related to the particularities of the region.

Key words: family, marriage, modernization, industrialization, county, demographic

aspects, rural, urban, the region of Hunedoara, marital strategies.
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