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 The history of Greek-Catholicism in Bihor in the 18th century, or the Partium land as it 

was also called, in the specialized literature, has remained until now a "fertile field" of analysis for 

local researchers. Compared to other periods, a relatively small number of articles, studies and 

books have been published, with many historians preferring to focus their interest on other key 

episodes in the denomination's evolutionary path. The present thesis wants to discuss one of the 

most significant moments in terms of the ecclesiastical organization of the Romanians, the 

establishment of the Greek-Catholic Episcopate in Oradea, the successive stages through which 

the goal was achieved and last but not least, the way in which the new institutional entity performed 

in the first decade of existence under the leadership of Moise Dragoși (1777-1787). 

 In order to paint a picture as complete as possible of all administrative facets, the analysis 

was structured in four major research directions, each with the central purpose of an adjacent aspect 

that together manage to offer new valences and contributions. The first chapter mainly discusses 

the topic of the historiography of the subject and wants to provide a total picture of the most 

important works done by historians, priests and specialists over the decades. As mentioned above, 

even if this topic has not been a popular one, there are still established authors who have presented 

significant research vectors collectively laying the ground for the historiographical foundation of 

this topic. In order to quantify their contributions, the analysis considered the presentation of 

several methodological coordinates: arguments, sources, themes and language. Starting from the 

19th century itself, an attempt was made to highlight all works that provided relevant information. 

In the second part of the chapter, a brief statistical and quantitative analysis of the primary sources 

that are still preserved in the local archival funds was carried out. The files considered are mostly 

found within the Bihor County Service of the National Archives, but also in other places (Cluj-

Napoca or Rome). The sources have been divided according to thematic criteria in order to 

emphasize primarily the informational potential that can be used and the primary research 

directions: conscriptions/lists, reasons/foundations, ecclesiastical buildings (churches, schools and 

parsonages), complaints and judgments, economic problems, administrative problems, canonical 

visits, education and training, the domain from Beiuș, inventory of goods, religious movements. 

By structuring the documents in this way, the chapter becomes a true historiographical tool for 

organizing the preliminary data. 

 

 The next chapter puts in the foreground the confessional evolutionary path, especially in 

the first half of the 18th century. In order to best highlight the impact of the establishment of the 

diocese of Oradea, the discussion must be placed in the much more complex context of the social, 

political and confessional changes that took place in the first fifty years due to the establishment 

of the Habsburg imperial authorities. The creation of the diocese was by no means the initial step 

but rather an intermediate step in the process of institutional crystallization. Moreover, the 

appearance of Greek Catholicism in this area was not the result of an internal local impulse but of 

some external forces and players that mobilized the efforts of religious union putting constant 

pressure on the Romanian clergy. For this reason, some key elements must be interposed in the 

general analysis to see how the circumstances of Dragoși's era were arrived at and what were the 

formative steps. Five parallel themes have been chosen to illustrate the whole process since the 

late 17th century. The first sub-chapter offers a short analysis of the impact of the Reformation on 

the Romanian communities to see how the first attempts to capture the Romanians to a new religion 



were defined. These attempts juxtaposed in parallel with the future ones of the Catholic Church 

present some possible answers for which the Romanians were much more receptive towards the 

Latin invitations than the Protestant ones. The Roman-Catholic Diocese of Oradea together with 

the Greek-Catholic Diocese of Muncaci played a central role in the early manifestations. For this 

reason, I chose in the next sub-chapter to outline the contributions and the ecclesiastical strategy 

used by them in the first decades. As might be expected, the early period was highly volatile in 

terms of religious movements. Even if in some areas of Bihor the Romanian priests were 

predisposed towards accepting the Roman Catholic authority, things did not have a constant and 

large-scale effect. The jurisdictional clashes between the dioceses of Oradea and the Orthodox 

diocese of Arad led to numerous direct conflicts that shook the fragile peace of the county from its 

foundations, finally leading to official investigations by the local and imperial authorities. The 

third sub-chapter has as its central aim the systematic analysis of these investigations, of the causes 

and effects that occurred sequentially over the decades. In essence, the first steps towards Greek-

Catholic identity coagulation took place in this chronological interval, and the results slowly led 

to a total reorganization of the confessional landscape. The foundations of the diocese, at least 

from an administrative perspective, began here. Likewise, the central moment occurred in the 

middle of the century in 1748 when Meletie Kovaci received the title of Greek-Catholic auxiliary 

bishop, establishing the institutional stratigraphic foundation that directly marked the formation of 

the future bishopric. The presentation of data on the existing parishes during Kovaci's period 

delimits a starting point for the final form that local Greek-Catholicism had under Dragoși. Last 

but not least, sub-chapter five directly discusses the official stages of formation of the diocese 

between the years 1775-1777 and at the same time points out the organization of the chapter with 

its members in order of functions. 

 The institutional mechanism of the new diocese format had multiple valences and 

priorities that arose from the requirements and regulations imposed by the Habsburg authorities. 

In highlighting the most important qualities, the analysis of the diocese was divided into two 

complementary thematic trajectories. On the one hand, in chapter III, the agglutination of data was 

considered in order to establish a more general picture starting from five specific themes. In the 

first subchapter, the issue of confessional demography was considered. Thanks to the periodic 

conscriptions organized in the years 1777, 1782 and 1785, it was possible to distinguish 

quantitatively the population fluctuations in the local villages and parishes, and it denotes to some 

extent the influence of the administration in Bihor. The second sub-chapter sets its sights on fiscal 

details, gradually tracing over the years how the Greek Catholic clergy were financially supported, 

starting from subsidy lists found in archival files. Subchapter three wants to deal with an important, 

even fundamental, point that happened during the pastorate of Moise Dragoși, obtaining 

jurisdiction over the domain from Beiuș. By acquiring the fiscal right over this area, the diocese 

was able to organize its internal structure much more efficiently by maneuvering sums of money 

towards the most fundamental sectors: supporting the clergy, maintaining ecclesiastical buildings, 

improving church inventories, etc. The year 1781 was practically the second moment of the 

establishment of the diocese of Oradea because true independence could only be achieved through 

financial independence. Sub-chapter four continues in the same key presenting an interesting case 

study on the maintenance of the Greek-Catholic cathedral "St. Nicholas" in Oradea and the annual 

expenses made between 1778-1786. The central goal is to analyze in real time how the money was 

distributed and especially the problems the administration faced. Last but not least, it highlights 

at the same time the local social relations that existed at the time with many of the merchants, 

craftsmen and mercantile characters in general with whom the bishopric had to deal. By studying 



the example of the cathedral one subtly glimpses the human connections and dynamics necessary 

for an ecclesiastical institution to survive and at the same time evolve. The last sub-chapter aims 

towards a global statistical survey of the entire bishopric by highlighting the ecclesiastical edifices 

from churches and parish houses. A first way to directly observe the impact of the creation of the 

diocesan administration is by analyzing the state of these constructions, the help received in terms 

of reconstruction, improvement or even the foundation of new places. If the previous subchapter 

focused on a single point of interest, here the entire parish landscape intervenes. 

 The last chapter discusses a thematic topic that has not been analyzed before in 

specialized historiography (at least not to the same extent), the administrative-territorial 

organization of the bishopric during Moise Dragoși's time. Starting from a multitude of primary 

sources in particular, conscriptions, reports, lists of subsidies and inventories of goods, testimonies 

and correspondence I aimed to recreate as much as possible the destiny of each parish. In order to 

standardize the amount of information, we standardized the main themes and data for each 

individual case so that the differences are not so obvious. The analysis focused primarily on the 

general description of the village (data on landowners and patrons, population demographics), 

continuing with information on the parish itself (in what year it was founded, who were the parish 

priests, data on the parish house, income directly). The church in each village was described as far 

as the documents allowed, highlighting the name of the founder (or founders), the patron saint, the 

building materials (wood, stone, clay, straw), the church inventory (from furniture, vestments and 

liturgical books) and any changes that have occurred over the years. In the last part the incomes of 

the parish priest and the cantor/teacher were emphasized. Thanks to the conscriptions and other 

documents we were able to rearrange the fiscal data to create a financial statistic regarding the 

material condition of the clergy. I highlighted aside the sums of money (the help from the bishopric 

and especially from the stole), the goods and the natural products resulting from the cultivation of 

the priest's fields and lands, along with any other help given by the community periodically. As 

for the cantor, it seems that in this early period they also fulfilled the role of local teachers being 

remunerated according to the number of children they taught in a school year. According to the 

legislation, the amounts revolved around the figure of 30 kreuzer annually. Of course, in addition 

to this subsidy, they were also entitled to about a third of the priest's stole and other additional help 

from the community. Together, all this forms a true picture of what the Greek-Catholic parishes 

of Bihor were and more than that, what was the direct impact of the ecclesiastical administration 

on them during the years of Dragoși's pastorate. The information is structured in nine sub-chapters 

each representing a separate district with the related parishes, except the first one which is a 

quantitative/general presentation of the fluctuation of the number of districts and the total of 

parishes in the decade under consideration. 
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