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SUMMARY

The study of contemporary history from the political, economic, social and cultural
perspectives represents a timely topic three decades after the fall of the communist regime and
entering the path of transition to democracy. This is a relevant scientific area, helping to
understand the evolution of Romanian society over the last century. The scientific interest in
researching the communist and post-communist regimes of the Romanian space is at its peak,

reflected in numerous books published in the country.

The doctoral thesis Romos — from Communism to Democracy. Political, Economic,
Social and Cultural Evolutions focus on the local dimension within the larger area of
contemporary history. The title shows both the analyzed space — village Romos in Hunedoara
country — and the temporal limits — "from communism to democracy." The title sets the manner
of research — the assessment of communist and post-communist policies and their influence on
the community. In addition, the thesis identifies elements of patriarchal life that survived the
policies of the communist period, exposing the present imaginary of the past through the

conducted interviews.

Our investigation stops in 1992, as the study of archives is conditioned by the content
of article 28 of the Law of National Archives (no. 16/1996). It stipulates in the 3™ paragraph
that documents of the National Archival Fund may be consulted only after 30 years after their

creation.

The topic of the thesis is original, as it unveils for the first time the past of the village of
Romos from the end of the Second World War to the fall of communist rule. The approach, the
used sources, the interpretation, the methodology and the structure of the work reflect the same

direction.



Starting from the idea that every village has a story to tell, the thesis Romos — from
Communism to Democracy. Political, Economic, Social and Cultural Evolutions may be

considered part of studies of local history, within contemporary history areas.

In terms of motivational factors, the fundamental one was to have a deeper
understanding of the “dowry” of the native village to harness and showcase its past. Our paper
delineates the topics of major impact on all components of the rural space of the 20" century in
Hunedoara County. These aspects contributed to achieving the atmosphere of the past in a
homogeneous work that reflects the events of the past century in village life. The
interconnection of the political, economic, social and cultural factors, manifested in the daily

life of villagers offered a comprehensive approach to the life of the village Romos.

Discovering the oral history and the status of the locals represented another motivational
factor. The opportunity to have discussions on the topic with the locals and then conduct
interviews was amazing. The time distance determined an awareness of the fact that this
information source is not eternal and should be cherished and harnessed. These locals are the
source of a different history, beyond the preserved documents; this is a history of feelings that
would pass to eternal silence if not redeemed. Motivated by the lack of research on the above-
mentioned period, we manifested the conviction that the recent past should be made known. All
these continue the attempt of writing the history of Romos by Albert Amlacher (1847-1939),
the author of the first history of the village, continued by Aurel Radutiu (1936-2020), author of
some studies of the locality from prehistoric times to the middle of the last century. Finally,
among other motivations, there is also faith in Lucian Blaga’s quote that “eternity was born in

the village” and that “nothing binds people more than the conscience of a common past.”

This doctoral thesis is a retrospection on village Romos in the second part of the 20™
century. We open and conduct scientific investigations on the past century, starting with the

instauration of the communist power to the first years after the Revolution of December 1989.

The research aims to render the atmosphere of the past decades, oscillating between old
and new, between construction and reconstruction, between progress and regress, between
“landowner” tradition and socialist ‘“emancipation”, between revolution and counter-
revolution and between totalitarian “values’ and democratic values. The fundamental issue of
our demarche revolves around the question How did communism and post-communism mark

the Romos space?



The entire research process raises a series of analytical and descriptive questions, whose

role is to bring our research closer to the historical truth.

What areas of communal life were touched by communism?; What communist policies
impacted Romos?; What was the reason for deporting the Saxons to the USSR?; Who was
affected and who benefited from the agrarian reform?; How long was the collectivization
process of agriculture?; What types of repression were manifested by the communist
authorities?; Why repression was mainly directed against kulaks?; How was the peasants’
repression?; When did the Agricultural Collective Farm “The Road to Prosperity” start and
end its activity?; What impact did the cultural revolution have on the peasants' culture?; How
does history illustrate this phenomenon?; How is the idea of village systematization conveyed?;
How is the systematization process described?; Who, why, when and how emigrated into the
“free world”?; What was the economic situation after December 1989?; Why did Agricultural
Collective Farm “The Road to Prosperity” end its activity after 1990?; When and why did
agrarian associations appear? How many associations existed?; Who was in charge and how
they worked?; How were the first elections prepared and what was the final decision of the
electorate?; What political men appeared on the post-revolutionary stage in Romos?; What
political parties were active in 1990-1992 and who were their representatives?; What was the
political position of Romos toward the presidential, parliamentary and local elections in 1990-
1992?; How can the migration phenomenon be explained after 19892 What were its causes?
Why there was an “exodus of the Saxons”?; What were the defining aspects of culture in the
post-communist period? What were the communist and post-communist effects on Romos? Why
and how were they visible?; What is the relationship between the archives and the collective

memory?; What are the historical sources that are not reliable?

The methodology of the present research takes into account the principle supported by
Umberto Eco to use primary historical sources from the beginning of the investigative
demarche. The process had an essential contribution in identifying the elements that can be
studied. The structure of the work is based on this principle. The category of historical sources
covers a large and diversified range of information. Among these, we mention official acts,
personal documents, letters, newspapers, inscriptions, art objects, buildings, collections of
photography, audio and video recording and interviews. Although it may seem that there was a
single place to conduct the research, there are several places dispersed throughout Transylvania

(Archive of the council in Romos, the Evangelic-Lutheran Church of Romos, Evangelical
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Parish House in Romos and personal collections of villagers; “Ovid Densusianu” Library of
Hunedoara County in Deva; National Archives of Hunedoara, County Direction; the Insititute
“Folklore Archive of the Romanian Academy” Cluj-Napoca, Central University Library
“Lucian Blaga" in Cluj-Napoca; "Folklore Archive" of University of West in Timisoara, etc.)
This fact did not interfere with our mission to research the history of the village of Romos,
given the fact the collecting process began in 2015. We must also mention that an important
part of the primary sources is original, conferring this thesis the privilege to present it for the
first time to other fellow historians and the world. On the other hand, we used an impressive
collection of over 2,600 photographs gathered in Romos over several years by Tudor Stancioiu
and Aurel Radutiu, along with video, audio and photographs gathered by Marius Evi and Adela

Emanuela Ordean.

After the painstaking work of combining documentation and the analysis of the primary
material, we consulted the specialized literature to strengthen and improve the overall image of
the period and its historical evolution. Moreover, the study of specialized literature served as a

comprehensive tool for understanding and interpreting primary sources.

We also took into account what Francois Furet called the “historian’s workshop” the
methodological instrument according to the informational material collected so that it would be
possible to attain a faithful image of reasons that characterized the analyzed period. In light of
this, we mention the analytical method (used in analyzing the primary oral and written sources
by appealing to text analysis, discourse/interview analysis, content analysis and comparative
analysis), descriptive method (describing the facts/events/processes/actions employing some
observation strategies), statistical methods (applied within the longitudinal analysis - for
example, identifying the evolution of villagers who joined GAC and the cross-sectional analysis
— for example in identifying the peasants' attitude toward the policy of socialist transformation
of agriculture), the survey method (applied to identify material reminiscences of the communist
policies), lexical method (analyzing linguistic data, such as toponyms to explain the past

knowledge), and the spatial method (helpful in explaining historical facts).

To harness our past we used the interview method. Oral history represents a new area in
the historical discourse - an alternative and complementary source, as well as an independent
means of reconstituting the past. The process of interviewing has the basis of a semi-structured

interview with key aspects of political, economic, social and cultural nature that are meant to



explain the evolution of the village from communism to democracy. The list of the interviewed
persons was established taking into account several aspects: age, ethnicity, religion, gender,
status in the old society, studies, profession, leading position, legal/illegal emigration, political
membership and involvement in the anti-communist resistance or communist repression.
Concerning the used technique, the interviews were conducted mainly on audio registration,
then transcribed and edited. The raw material was edited, eliminating irrelevant or repetitive
fragments. While transcribing the interviews, we added aspects regarding the interviewed
persons' state of mind, included within brackets (such as (laughs/cries/sighs) or ellipses when
there is a long pause. The content of the interviews was analyzed and selected carefully so that

not only the historical truth was sought, but also the people's dignity.

As the basis of knowing the past is historical source the present work is based
scientifically on a large range of documentary material: primary written sources (archives,
collection of documents, newspapers), interviews of oral history, photographs and video/audio
recordings. In addition, we mention the specialized literature, maps and material reminiscences.
The written sources are differentiated as primary and secondary sources. The bibliography was

done according to the topic and the objectives of the research.

Taking into account the aim of the research the doctoral thesis Romos — from
Communism to Democracy. Political, Economic, Social and Cultural Evolutions consists of
four chapters and Introduction, Conclusions, Bibliography and Annexes. Each element is the

result of the present historical investigation performed both qualitative and quantitative.

The introductory part presents the issue of the research — the title, motivation,
methodology, historiographical background and historical sources. The entire trajectory of the
research may be understood while reading Introduction. In addition, the reason for the

investigation is explained in the light of the presented aspects.

The first chapter — Romos — from the End of the Second World War to the Communist
Regime (1944-1947) — reveals the political and socio-economic aspects of Romos. Situated
beyond the front, our community underwent a series of difficult moments of tension and
uncertainty, such as the deportation of Saxons in the Soviet Gulag (1945), the consequences of
the agrarian reform (1945-1946) and the election (1946). Each of these facets reflects the

presence of Soviet echoes in the Transylvanian space.



The second chapter — Romos in the Communist Period (1948-1989) — reconstitutes a
complex historical image. The centre of the paper is the drama of the peasant of Romos. We
witness the meandering and inevitable path of the Transylvanian alignment to the national
process of socialist transformation, a process implemented after the communists took over
power. Thus, Romos village reflected the same reality — the ample changes in political,
economic, social and even cultural areas. The chapter also presents an important investigative
demarche in the attempt to know the consequences of manifesting totalitarianism within the
community. It is also an image that has been obscured before, placing the Romos peasant in the

foreground, with his lifestyle and hardships.

The third chapter - December 1989 in Romos: Memory and History — analyses the image
of the December events in the village, focusing on the question: What did December 1989 mean
for Romos? The chapter brings to light two important situations: the attitude of society facing
the grand national changes and the formation and development of two groups eager to launch

on the Romos political scene.

The last chapter — Romos from Communism to Democracy: 1990-1992 — ends our
demarche by completing the historical image with key facts of the post-revolutionary period.
The transition to democracy is pointed out, along with political, economic, social and cultural
changes in only two years after the demise of the communist rule. The final considerations are
focused on the opening of a comparative history concerning the Romos community before vs.

after 1989.

Conclusions offer valuable insight into Romos history, exposing a bigger picture of the
impact generated by the communist and post-communist policies in 1945-1992. This part of the

thesis also mentions possible directions of research.

The Bibliography reveals the documentary sources that contributed to writing the
doctoral thesis. It expresses the originality of the investigative demarche due to its content,
typology, or structure of the material. A bibliography is also an orientation tool able to provide
the trajectory of the work. Although each material brings useful information reconstituting the
historical image of Romos, it is highly important to know the importance of the following
sources: archives, interviews of oral history, regional newspapers and personal collections from

villagers.



Annexes are a section formed of archives and photographs closely linked to the object
of research. It facilitates the comprehension of some realities within the community of Romos.

This section attempts at easing access to history.

The methodological and critical tools, as well as the big number of diversified historical
materials, make us believe in the success of our endeavour. We appreciate that the nature of
primary sources, bringing them to light and their approach, assessment and exposure of the
fabula intertwine the expression of scientific investigation, creativity and originality of the

demarches of historical knowledge. In this way, the reconstitution of the past is possible.

The present doctoral thesis, entitled Romos — from Communism to Democracy. Political,
Economic, Social and Cultural Evolutions is a scientific demarche performed in over three
years of research. It aims at answering the main issue: How did communism and post-
communism mark the Transylvanian rural space of Romos? Thus, the results are defined by the
existence of a historical image, characterized by the importance and necessity of scientific
knowledge of peculiarities of the area of research from communism to democracy.
Reconstituting the local historical image renders a similar image to other Romanian spaces in

general.
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