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SUMMARY 

 

During the voivodeship of Transylvania, the community of Dej experienced a series of 

profound transformations, amidst the development of institutions and of the economic system of 

the kingdom. The settlement largely owed its flourishing to the kings of Hungary, who protected 

its rights and supported the mining activity. This activity represented one of the main branches of 

the local economy. Gaining more urban characteristics until the first half of the 16th century, Dej 

became an important regional centre from an economic, trading, administrative and even cultural 

point of view. It had many advantages, enjoying favourable circumstances for salt mining and 

trading, for the increase in the number of crafts, for the enhancing of local autonomy, for the rise 

of an elite with certain particularities, for the establishment of professional categories and for an 

efficient administrative system. 

I paid special attention to unpublished primary sources. Most of them are charters. I 

analyzed many from this category, some of them having been studied enough by historians. Quite 

many have been preserved, being issued in the years 1261-1550 and having information about Dej. 

The most important are those in the National Archives of Romania, County Branch of Cluj, Fond 

of the City Hall of Dej. There are approximately 140 documents issued until 1550. There is a 

shortage of primary sources from the 13th-14th centuries. There are more charters from the period 

after 1450. Many of them have details about the salt mining system. Particularly those issued after 

1490 have not been translated and published. They offer the possibility of a fairly in-depth 

knowledge of local developments. Some primary sources have been stored in other archival 

collections from Romania: in the County Branch of Brașov, in the County Branch of Covasna and 
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in the County Branch of Sibiu. Some of these contain significant data, while in other documents 

Dej or its inhabitans are only briefly mentioned. Additional data can be found at the National 

Archives of Hungary (Magyar Nemzeti Levéltár Országos Levéltár, Diplomatikai Levéltár) in 

Budapest. I examined the charters up to 1526, uploaded on the website of this institution 

(www.hungaricana.hu). I verified the Fond of the Urban Collection, also stored in Budapest. This 

has primary sources from the years 1534-1563. A part of the most valuable published documents 

are those included in the collections: Documente privind istoria României, C. Transilvania, 

Documenta Romaniae Historica, C. Transilvania and Urkundenbuch zur Geschichte der 

Deutschen in Siebenbürgen. Many with relevant details have been translated in the two volumes 

of A kolozsmonostori konvent jegyzőkönyvei, edited by Sigismund Jakó. Only a few descriptions 

of Dej have survived in the narrative sources. 

The historiography related to the medieval history of the community is incomplete, only a 

few historians have written about it. I will highlight only the most important studies of the 

Romanian historiography and Hungarian historiography. One of the most prestigious 

investigations about Dej has been incorporated in the third volume of Szolnok-Dobokavármegye 

monographiája, published in 1900. The Hungarian authors had a thorough knowledge of the 

Hungarian archives and analysed a considerable number of charters. Another historiographical 

phase was represented by the Greek Catholic priest George Mânzat, who published in 1926 

Monografia oraşului Dej. Din cele mai vechi timpuri până în zilele de azi. Attila T. Szabó was a 

remarkable Hungarian linguist, philologist, historian and ethnographer from Transylvania. He 

wrote about the settlement in several of his papers. Historian Alexandru Doboși published in 1951 

an extensive study about the salt mining system of the voivodship of Transylvania, the most 

valuable contribution written until now in the Romanian historiography. Noteworthy are the efforts 

of art historian Nicolae Sabău, who examined the Gothic church of Dej in his bachelor degree, 

Aspecte ale arhitecturii ecleziastice din piatră romanice și gotice din Dej și împrejurimi. It was 

written in 1966, but not published. 

The prominent Hungarian historian István Draskóczy distinguished himself with his many 

articles, studies and a book regarding salt mining and trade in the kingdom of Hungary. He read 

many unpublished charters, addressing some issues of the mining activity. The most recent is the 

2018 volume, A magyarországi kősó bányászata és kereskedelme (1440-1530-as évek). His 

publications are the most thorough and compelling research of this subject. In the 1996 synthesis 

https://mnl.gov.hu/ol
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of art historian Géza Entz there is information about the Romanesque church and the Gothic church 

of Dej, completing previous studies. Historian and university professor Enikő Rüsz-Fogarasi 

published in 1998 an article about the seals of Transylvanian cities and another in 1999 about 

weekly markets and annual fairs of Dej. It is worth mentioning the article from 2003 concerning 

the legal status of the community. The researcher and high school professor Francisc Kiss from 

Dej published in 1999 two important papers. One of them is dedicated to the weekly markets and 

annual fairs organized in Dej and the other about local students. 

I used a range of research methods, showing respect for the deontology of the field. I 

preferred the historical-philological approach, analyzing the details found in the documents. I 

resorted to the qualitative analysis in order to deepen the understanding of certain historical events. 

I indicated the moments with far-reaching consequences. I presented the factors with major impact 

over the economic and social matters. A careful assessment of the relationship between cause and 

effect helped me. The inductive method was useful for explaining the general changes occurring 

in the settlement. Sometimes I was forced to use the deductive method, because only a few primary 

sources related to some issues have been preserved. The case studies of several social groups 

helped me to comprehend their role, applying the methods commonly used in microhistory. I also 

resorted to the quantitative approach, aiming to determine the importance of some crafts, according 

to the frequency of technonyms. Using the comparative method, I explained better the medieval 

history of Dej. Referring to other centres who experienced similar changes facilitated the 

investigation of the topic. Implementing an interdisciplinary methodology, I chose some theories 

and concepts from the fields of philology, sociology and antropology. 

I established the following research questions: Which were the urban characteristics of 

Dej? To what extent salt mining and trade contributed to the social and economic growth and to 

the urbanization of the community? Which royal privileges had a great influence on the local 

evolution? Which was the role of the lay elite in the economic life and the administration of the 

settlement? These are the main questions. I tried to problematize and to examine the subject from 

several perspectives. 

I have organized the paper in five chapters. In the first one I highlighted the implication of 

the kings of Hungary in the development of the cities from Transylvania, Maramureș, Sătmar, 

Crișana and Banat. I particularly emphasized the privileges and exemptions of the sovereigns with 

a major impact in the genesis and evolution of urban centres in the years 1200-1550. The overall 
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context explains many phenomena in the history of the settlement. I was interested in the 

circumstances who stimulated the appearance and flourishing of cities. In the second chapter I 

examined the evolution of several salt mining centres (Turda, Sic, Cojocna and Ocna Sibiului). I 

briefly stressed their social-economic and institutional situation. The salt mining centres from 

Maramureș did not develop so much, compared with those from Transylvania, so I did not 

analyzed their history very much. The third chapter contains an analysis of royal privileges granted 

to Dej. I focused on the economic, legal, commercial, military and ecclesiastical privileges. 

The fourth chapter is dedicated to the administrative and economic institutions and the 

ecclesiastical monuments of Dej. I underlined some of the characteristics of the lay elite, their 

education, the relations with the kings of Hungary and other officials and also the anthroponyms 

used in that period. Moreover, I paid attention to the involvement of the lay elite in the governing 

of the community and in promoting its interests. The growth of Dej was supported by the 

establishment and evolution of craft guilds. I also investigated the seals of the settlement. 

Furthermore, I searched for information about the parish churches and the Augustinian convent. I 

wanted to present their economic, social and spiritual importance. We do not know enough about 

the first parish church of Dej, built in Romanesque style. Instead, we know many details regarding 

the Gothic church. The Augustinian convent largely contributed to the economic and cultural 

progress of Dej. 

The largest chapter is the fifth. Salt was an essential food and preservative, one of the main 

commodities throughout the Middle Ages. Salt mining and trade were among the most significant 

economic activities in Dej and Ocna Dej. I described how the salt was carried and how it was sold. 

I identified the regions where it was traded, the routes taken and the prices fixed at different times. 

It is also relevant the quantity extracted. Chamber counts organized the mining system and the 

distribution of salt. I mentioned their origin, social status, ethnicity and education. I emphasized 

the responsibilities of the viscounts and other chamber officials, who assisted the counts. I 

analyzed in detail some representative cases. It is worth mentioning the actions of the miners. They 

worked in difficult conditions and received their wages in coins and in kind, depending on the 

number of lumps they cut. We must not forget the contribution of the raftsmen, who transported 

salt along the Someş and Tisa rivers and founded an association. Noteworthy is also the role of the 

carters, who carried salt over land by carts. 
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