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The doctoral thesis ,,Dr. Vasile Lucaciu (1852—1922), cultural and political activity”
was born out of the willingness to write an extensive biography of a militant personality
from Transylvania who lived through both the 19th and the 20th centuries and who has
known a diversity of social, political, cultural and spiritual regimes. My doctoral research is
part of the sociohistorical biographical horizon with a complex approach and detached from
the various ideological perspectives of Vasile Lucaciu’s life and activity. Vasile Lucaciu
(22nd January 1852 — 28th November 1922) has earned a well-outlined place in the
Romanian historiography even during his lifetime. Unlike other Romanians from
Transylvania, prominent characters in the political life of the late 19th century and the early
20th century, then for the planning of the 1918 Union, Vasile Lucaciu has never been
overshadowed, has not remained an unknown or forgotten character. Vasile Lucaciu’s name
frequently appears in specialized studies and papers. Numerous works remember him and
establish his place among the great historical personalities from Transylvania.

The sources of my doctoral thesis are diversified: beside archive documents, I
researched the local, the national and the international press of that time. The
correspondence, the memoirs, the biographies are all plentiful sources which offer an
important explanation for the motivations, sentiments, attitudes and actions Vasile Lucaciu
had during his lifetime. As research methods I particularly used the narrative and the
hermeneutics, in trying to address the unstudied aspects until now from Lucaciu’s
biography. My research is organized in chapters and subchapters which are based not only
on the chronological criterion but also on the thematic one. The paper is structured in ten
chapters, each having several subchapters.

Chapter one, ,,The family of dr. Vasile Lucaciu, his studies and first parish”,
addresses the first years of the life and activity of the future dr. Vasile Lucaciu, placing him
in the extended context of his family, a typical one for Romanian intellectuals from Ardeal,
school teachers, priests, he himself following the same tradition. His father, Mihail Lucaciu,
becomes a primary teacher in the Satu Mare county, in the communes of Racova, Apa and
later in the town of Baia Mare. His mother, Iuliana Toth, is the daughter of the primary
teacher George Toth of Mintiu and sister of Nicolae Toth, teacher at the Theological High
School in Ungvar [today, Ujhorod] and bishop of Eperjes [today Presov]. His mother’s

younger brother, Alexis Toth, a missionary priest in the United States of America, was



canonized by The Orthodox Church in 1994. The two younger brothers of Vasile, Constantin
and Petre Lucaciu, are also part of the Romanian elite from Transylvania. Vasile Lucaciu,
after the sinuous journey of his studies, Apa, Baia Mare, Ungvar, Oradea, Roma, Gherla,
with a PhD in philosophy in Rome, marries Paulina Serbac, and in 1875 he becomes priest
in the poor parish of Eriu Sancrai in Sélaj county where he remains until 1878.

The second chapter, ,,Teacher at the Royal High School in Satu Mare”, describes
the defining period for his personality in the professional and cultural fields. Still far from
being famously called ,,The Lion from Sisesti” and not yet involved in the political fights,
dr. Vasile Lucaciu becomes known as a teacher at The Royal High School in Satu Mare.
Without the seven-year period (1878-1885), without the problems he had to face in the town
on the Somes, the destiny of Vasile Lucaciu would have certainly been different. Until 1885,
when he had to leave Satu Mare, Vasile Lucaciu fights against “Széchenyi Society” with
historical, logical and legislative arguments, deeming it as the main organization opposing
the emancipation of the Romanians from Satu Mare. An essential element in the intellectual
evolution of Vasile Lucaciu is the writing and publication in Satu Mare, in installments, of
the three volumes of his work Institutiuni filosofice (1881-1884), well received by the
Romanian intellectuals in Ardeal and in the same way by the Romanian public opinion.
Although a promising author in the philosophy field, outstanding through his formation,
talent and perseverance, the intellectual Vasile Lucaciu will lose the priority in front of the
political fighter he would become due to the requirements of his era.

The third chapter presents ,,The first conflicts with the Hungarian authorities”,
an articulated aspect of his biography, but less researched in reality. As a teacher at the Royal
High School and owner of the house at currently 29 Vasile Lucaciu Street, he used to yearly
pay double the amount of the usual taxes, with the right to be a member in the town council.
The general town assembly of Satu Mare refused his request during the meeting of 3rd
November 1884. The case of the teacher Vasile Lucaciu is debated in the press, with
extensive articles published in the newspapers Gazeta Transilvaniei in Brasov and Tribuna
in Sibiu, but mostly in the Hungarian newspapers. Aware of his rights as citizen and tax
payer, he disputes the general assembly’s decision and addresses minister Tisza Kalman.
Through the ordinance nr. 23497 of 12th January 1885, the Minister of the Interior declares
as unfounded all the accusations against dr. Vasile Lucaciu, agreeing with him and
requesting the general assembly to accept him in the town forum. Concurrently, the minister
of Cults and Public Instruction from Budapest, Agoston Trefort, offered him the position of
Latin teacher at the high school in Losonc [today Lucenec, Slovakia], with a salary of 1,400



florins. At the behest of Ioan Szabo, bishop of Gherla, dr. Lucaciu accepts the job but shortly
resigns asking the bishop to appoint him in a Romanian parish. He has to leave town as the
local authorities requested that the Romanian language teaching position at the Royal High
School be dissolved so dr. Lucaciu is forced to leave Satu Mare.

Chapter four, called ,,Priest in Sisesti”, presents his activity as parish priest of the
commune Sisesti and the conflicts with the bishop loan Szabo of Gherla. In 1885 he becomes
priest in the place which gives his name as ,,The Lion from Sisesti”. He builds a large,
modern church made of stone, with the help of another priest, Alexiu Berinde. Following
bishop Szabd’s denouncements, dr. Lucaciu draws the attention of the church authorities
and is investigated for the alleged ,,missal intentions” and for his absence from the parish,
without approval, with political interest. By the power of a decree from 6th September 1892
signed by bishop loan Szabo, he is suspended as parish priest of the commune. The reaction
of the local parishioners and the intellectuals from the area, and then of the entire Ardeal
and Romania came not long after. The newspaper Tribuna publishes daily addresses of
support for the priest Vasile Lucaciu and very harsh attacks against bishop Szab6é. With an
intervention from Vatican, he will be reinstated as parish priest in December 1895. The tense
relationship between priest dr. Vasile Lucaciu and his superior, bishop loan Szabd, will
continue through the years. Until 1903, 12 sentences were passed, from Blaj, Lugoj and even
from Rome, some of which agreeing with bishop Szabd, while others with Lucaciu.

Chapter five, ,,The first political trials”, follows the trials of Vasile Lucaciu
between 1887-1893, in Satu Mare and Debretin. The first direct court confrontation with the
Hungarian judicial system took place on 26th August 1887. Found guilty of ,,disturbances
against the state, government and other people”, Vasile Lucaciu was kept into custody by
the Satu Mare Court of Justice for 35 days, but he would be acquitted on 1st October 1887.
Two years later, in the summer of 1889, he is put on trial by the Court of Justice in Satu
Mare for ,,instigation against a nationality”, where he would be acquitted once again on 8th
July 1889. A dirty trial follows: during the night between 5th and 6th May 1892, when half
of notary Papp Zsigmond’s home in Ferneziu — Lucaciu’s old enemy and denouncer from
1887 — was blown up, without any victims, the accused one was dr. Vasile Lucaciu. The
trial of the dynamite attempt is tried on 27th September 1892, in Satu Mare. Lucaciu was
acquitted, but following his depositions made in front of the investigating judge, a new trial
would be opened against him for the ,,public defamation of the government”. He would also
be accused of ,,incitement to hatred against nationalities”, a trial in which he would be tried

and convicted on 12th November 1892 in the town of Debretin. Confined at the state prison



in Seghedin, dr. Vasile Lucaciu becomes the most famous convict in the Hungarian prisons,
being the subject of numerous articles in the press. On 27th January 1893 in Satu Mare, he
is put on trial for the ,,public defamation of the government” and he will be transferred in
the Satu Mare Court penitentiary in miserable conditions. During his confinement in Satu
Mare and Seghedin, he becomes ill and is transferred and treated in Budapest. Dr. Vasile
Lucaciu was released on 11th February 1894, shortly before the beginning of the famous
Memorandum trial in Cluj.

The sixth chapter, ,,With the Memorandum in Vienna”, presents the history of the
Memorandum’s writing process and its content, the failure of the Vienna delegation and the
connections of the National Party’s leaders with the political circles in the kingdom of
Romania. In January 20th and 21st of 1892, the fifth general Convention of the Romanian
National Party was held in Sibiu. Its most memorable event was the decision to submit the
Memorandum ,,without delay”. During the Committee meeting of 25th — 26th March 1892,
the submitting of the Memorandum at the Court in Vienna was decided by a large delegation
of approximately 300 people. Vasile Lucaciu was the one in charge to constitute the
delegation. The political actions of the Romanians from Transylvania were supported across
the Carpathians, in Romania. A highly efficient instrument in supporting the national fight
was represented by the ,,Cultural League”. The international reach of the Romanian cause
was made possible by the intervention of the diplomatic circles as well, who were paying
attention to the evolution of the events in Transylvania and Romania. The Romanian issue
in Transylvania drew the attention of the foreign chancelleries, some of which quite far
away, such as London. After dr. Vasile Lucaciu’s arrest in Seghedin, many protest meetings
were organized against the situation of the nationalities from Austria-Hungary, of the
Romanians from Ardeal and Hungary.

Chapter seven, ,,The Memorandum trial”, is dedicated to the famous trial in Cluj
whose debates went on for seventeen days. I presented the daily proceedings and the
reactions in the Romanian press, in the Hungarian press, but also in newspapers from
Europe. ,,The Cultural League” organized protest meetings all over the country. Dr. Vasile
Lucaciu was the one who kept in touch with ,,The Cultural League”. Since day one, dr
Lucaciu is the main character in the courtroom and in the press as well. Proficient in
Hungarian, the accused emphasized that the translator failed almost completely to accurately
translate, changing the meaning of the words. Through the streets of Cluj he ,,proudly passes,
with his head held high [...] carrying a stack of documents in a dossier with the title



«Memorandul» on its green cover.” ! This image, of the fighter passing through the crowd,
with his head held high, carrying several documents stacked between two covers, will inspire
the sculptor Cornel Medrea to design the monument dr. Vasile Lucaciu from Satu Mare.
Vasile Lucaciu is considered by Budapesti Hirlap a good observer of the collective mind,
aware that as long as the trial is of interest for the international public opinion, through the
foreign journalists, there is a great possibility to let Europe know about the essential point
the political trial of the Memorandum signers had.? In their reports, the French, English and
Belgian diplomats emphasized the solidarity of the public opinion, the great number of
manifestations organized in all the towns of Romania, including in front of the legations.
The hostile frame of mind towards Austria-Hungary made it possible for them to ascertain
that Romania was detaching itself from the Triple Alliance. The convicted Memorandum
signers were finally released through the intercession of King Carol I.

Chapter eight, ,,The activity of dr. Vasile Lucaciu between 1896-1914”, captures
a tormented period in the life of the Romanian National Party and by default in the life of
dr. Vasile Lucaciu. After the dissolution by the Hungarian authorities and after the January
1896 meeting, the party enters a crisis stage and two camps are formed, one around loan
Ratiu and another one around Vasile Lucaciu, constantly attacked in the newspaper Tribuna.
As the general secretary of the Romanian National Party from Transylvania and Hungary,
dr. Vasile Lucaciu will express his opinions in Revistei Ordstiei and Tribuna Poporului from
Arad. After the death of president loan Ratiu, in 1902, dr. Vasile Lucaciu fights for the unity
of the party but eventually remains with the activist group from Arad. In 1907, as an elected
deputy of Beius, he begins a new stage of his activity in the Parliament from Budapest. In
October 1909, he loses his parliamentary immunity and is indicted for an article published
in the newspaper Lupta from Budapest, whose editor-in-chief he was for a short period of
time. He takes part in the ,,Races Congress” from London, organized in July 1911 at the
Imperial Institute and under the auspices of the University of London. In 1912, he openly
engages in the fight against the establishment of the Hungarian diocese in Hajdudorog.

Chapter nine, ,,The activity of diplomacy in support of the Great Union”, is
focused on a less researched aspect of dr. Vasile Lucaciu’s life and activity. At the outbreak

of World War I in 1914, he takes refuge in Romania with his brother, Constantin. Along

1,,Siacum...”, Tribuna, year XI, nr. 94, Saturday 7th/19th May 1894, p. 374.
2 ,,A memorandum-pér. Masodik nap” [,,Procesul Memorandului. Ce-a de-a doua zi”], Budapesti Hirlap, year XIV, nr. 128, 9 May
1894, pag. 6.
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with other intellectuals from Transylvania, Octavian Goga, Sever Bocu, Onisifor Ghibu,
Vasile Stoica, Octavian Taslduanu, dr. Lucaciu supports Romania’s entry in the war,
alongside the Entente. He is elected president of ,,The Cultural League”. At the end of
December 1914, he goes to Italy in a mission to Vatican, and he is received by Pope Benedict
XV in January 1915. In April 1917, together with Ioan Mota and Vasile Stoica, he goes on
a ,,patriotic mission” to the United States of America, where his son Epaminonda was living.
Dr. Vasile Lucaciu stayed in the United States of America until August 1918, when he went
to Paris to continue his diplomatic activity. Well known in France since the time of the
Memorandum trial, the Greek Catholic priest is well received by the public opinion and the
French press writes about ,.the great Romanian patriot” 3. He is elected vice president of the
National Romanian Unity Council established on 3rd October 1918. From Paris he travels
to Italy, then Switzerland, and will be appointed member in the Governing Council.

The last chapter, ,,The end of his life and the posterity”, is dedicated to the last
years of dr. Vasile Lucaciu’s life and the actions of the inhabitants of Satu Mare which
succeeded in keeping his memory alive. Back in the country in the autumn of 1919, Vasile
Lucaciu took part in the political life of the country, first at a few meetings of the Governing
Council, then in the election campaign for parliament in November 1919. He is elected
deputy of Baia Mare and during the elections of May 1920 he represents the People’s Party.
During the campaign of spring 1922 he is physically assaulted by his political opponents
and left on the side of the road: ,,The peasants who were coming to vote found their liberator
in the snow, badly injured. They lifted him and took him to the hospital.”* He retires from
public life and, on 28th November 1922, he dies in Satu Mare, the place where the adventure
of his life began. A national funeral was held and His Majesty King Ferdinand declared
national mourning. Vasile Lucaciu’s personality made life difficult not only for his
contemporaries but also for his descendants. After his passing in 1922, the inhabitants of
Satu Mare strived to keep his memory alive. They tried to set up a museum but did not
succeed, despite the fact that the town of Satu Mare bought the house which was owned by
Vasile Lucaciu. Instead, they managed to put up an imposing statue in 1936, a monument

that still towers over the centre of Satu Mare.

3 ,,Arrivée a Paris d’un grand patriote roumain”, [,,Sosirea la Paris a unui mare patriot roman”], Le XIXe siécle, Saturday 24th August,
1918, p. 2.
4 Tiron Albani, op. cit., p. 189.
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Over the period of my research, I found unseen documents which attest the activity
of dr. Vasile Lucaciu in the United States of America. In the research I set out to do I strived
to highlight those aspects of dr. Vasile Lucaciu’s life and activity less known or even
completely unknown, with a significant contribution to the knowledge of the Romanian
elite. Teacher, writer, philosopher and priest, dr. Vasile Lucaciu was an accomplished
scholar. Declared ,,hero of the Romanian nation” 100 years after his death, dr. Vasile Lucaciu
remains an open file which may still offer surprises, in the broad sense of the term, for both

researchers and the general public.
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