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Summary

Our current research focuses exclusively on front reading in Romanian Transleithania
soldiers fighting in the Austro-Hungarian army during the First World War. We refer primarily to
books and popular literature works, letters, military orders and appeals, newspapers, calendars,
and the list goes on by typology and conjuncture, the motivations behind such initiatives, and the
results obtained in the individual and collective mentality of the troops. We want to bring to the
readers the image of war from the cultural perspective of the "read letter”, through a degree of
novelty and completion of a broader understanding of the realities of the front, both from a
historical and cultural and socio-psychological perspective. For this reason, we have proposed a
different approach from what has been done so far, at least in Romanian historiography. By
separating the information from each source, we will add the main directions approached so far,
the book flow and the main suppliers, and others regarding the literacy levels of the soldiers and
the efforts made for the training in primary education of the illiterate ones, the motivations that
were behind the request for reading, the main categories of applicants and the types of publications
required. We will also pay attention to the way in which the Romanian publishing market was
prepared to deal with the massive book requests for soldiers, but also on the main recommendations
from the specialists of the time.Last but not least, using the testimonies of the combatants, we will
try to surprise them in various ways as readers, to find out their reading preferences and what
psychological and practical effects this activity has produced. We thus aim for an analysis carried
out in the most innovative way possible, which will capitalize on unique information from a wide
range of historical sources.

As a general way of working, we set out to start from a few research questions, the answers
to which should be the essence of the analyzed topic. On the structure followed later and for the
Romanian soldiers, we did intend to find out what was the general framework of the topic for
combatants of other nationalities? Regarding the Transylvanian and Banat soldiers, we wanted,
first of all, to outline an answer to the question what was their degree of literacy? Then why did
they need to read, what kind of publications were requested, and by whom? What was the offer of
Romanian books and periodicals at that time and which of them were considered suitable for

soldiers? How prepared was the Romanian society to respond with the main typology of books
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requested from fronts and hospitals? Who responded to the requests, with what kind of
publications, and where were they sent? What was the role of publications in the propaganda
"war"? What, how and where did soldiers read? What were the practical and psychological results
of the reading?

In order to identify the sources that would help us in our research, we tried, from a
geographical point of view, to cover the entire territorial area which could, through the places
where it is kept today, prove to be relevant for the studied topic: the current Transylvania and
Banat area, from Satu Mare to Caransebes and from Arad to Brasov. In each place in this area we
took into account the national archives of Romania, through its county services, and, as the case
may be, the church archives, as well as the county and city libraries and museums. Outside this
space, the cities of Vienna, Pitesti and Bucharest have entered the list of destinations, with specific
research points.

From the point of view of bibliographic and documentary material, for the first part of the
research, dedicated to the fighters of other nations, we resorted to the vast panoply of published
sources, specialized works, memoirs, biographies and emblematic novels, because we sought to
cover as many of the nations participating in the conflict. Starting with rich recommendations and
help in obtaining books from school mentors, we wanted to find out how foreign specialists
approached the issue of reading to their soldiers, what sources they used and what aspects were
considered worth mentioning after undertaken research. From the memoirs we expected answers
that would help us to outline the motivations for reading, the typologies of favorite publications
and the benefits registered as a result of this activity. Last but not least, we aimed to draw a more
accurate comparison, on the researched subject, between the Romanian soldiers and those
belonging to the other nations.

Regarding the material concerning the Transylvanian and Banat fighters, in a first stage
we focused our attention on the coverage of a wide category of titles of Romanian periodical
printings, published on the territory of the monarchy or in prison, as a source of reading matetial
for soldiers, as well as starting points for other directions of research. The vast majority of
newsrooms contributed, partly free of charge or with the help of civilian donations, to the daily
dispatch of thousands of copies for front and hospital soldiers. The editorial content included the
publication of letters, attitudes towards the lack of reading material for the troops, but also the

publication of announcements regarding new editorials, book recommendations for fighters,



donations and collections in money or books from various charity societies or private individuals.
This last aspect opened the way for us to follow directions, to other archival sources that would
highlight the charitable activities registered in favor of a reading fund for military units. The
sources found in the repositories of the University Library of Cluj, of the Library of the Romanian
Academy in Bucharest, but also of the complete collections from the ASTRA Sibiu Museum, the
Lugoj City Museum or the Caransebes Episcopate Library were very helpful.

Another source that we considered necessary for our research were the memorial works.
We wanted from the daily war notes and diaries, leaving aside the possible small inaccuracies of
a temporal or geographical nature, to have access to the most intimate feelings and thoughts of the
soldiers. Because, beyond the pragmatic approach to what was requested and sent, we were also
interested in finding out what was read, as well as the motivations behind such activities and the
results that were achieved. In addition to the volumes already published and in library repositories
or online, other unedited manuscripts were provided to us by the documentary resources of the
archives in Sibiu and Bistrita-Nasaud or at the County Museum in Deva.

For their precious historical value, we also have chosen as research materials the archival
sources. First of all, we turned our attention to those found in the Sibiu County Service of the
National Archives regarding the continuation of Astra’s cultural activity, directed during the war,
especially towards the enlisted Romanian fighters. The Transylvanian Association's documents
were an important resource for drawing the main guidelines for requests and book flow to soldiers,
especially through an impressive number of popular literature works. Because we had already
found out from the press the soldiers' expectations for religious books, on the same principle we
appealed to the church's archival resources, either in the state warehouses in Alba lulia and Cluj
Napoca, or in the private ones in Caransebes, Arad, Lugoj and Sibiu. In addition to these two main
directions, we searched for relevant information in the other public or private archives. We found
an original diary at the ,,First Romanian School” of Brasov Museum Archive and from the "Casa
Muresenilor" Museum Archive and the County Library in Bragsov we completed the series of
letters from or directed to Andrei Muresianu. The funds of the "Albina Bank" and of the "Astra’s
Civil School for Girls" from Sibiu, or the collection of letters from the "luliu Hossu™ fund from
the Cluj state archive were included in the typical important primary sources in which we searched
for information for structuring the chapters related to the demand and the flow of reading to the

soldiers. It is worth mentioning here the "General Radu Rosetti" Center for Studies and



Preservation of the Historical Military Archives of Pitesti, where we sought information to
configure possible cultural activities of Romanian prisoners on the Eastern Front.

We also tried to outline some aspects of the studied topic regarding the Roman soldiers from
outside the Carpathian space, using the few archival sources, memorialistic and press articles, to
which we added some of the great romanian novels of the time whose subject was the Great War.

From a structural point of view, the thesis is articulated in six chapters that try to answer
the above questions.

We have consecrated the first chapter to reading modalities to combatants of other
nationalities. We tried to analyze their cultural activity as well as the structure we thought to use
in the case of Romanian soldiers: the situation of literacy, the need and demand for reading, the
flow and typology of published publications, the role of books and periodicals printings in
propaganda activities, what and where read the soldiers and what were the benefits thus obtained.
Towards the end of this first part, we introduced some brief considerations regarding the requests
and book flow to the Romanian soldiers from Bucovina, Bessarabia or combatants among the
Romanian army, but also a starting point for the Transylvanian and Banat fighters.

Starting the second chapter, we focused exclusively on the Romanian fighters from
Transleithania. We tried to find out what their literacy rate was among the other combatant
nationalities in the Austro-Hungarian army, what were the motivations behind the reading
requests, what types of publications were requested and by whom, intermediaries or soldiers
through requests direct.

We dedicated the next part of our research to the book offer addressed to the general public
by the Romanian publishing and printing houses, and we made a stop on the specific
recommendations of publications for soldiers. We concluded Chapter Three with an overview of
the main problems facing the Romanian Church in its attempt to respond to the massive demands
for religious books from the front and hospitals.

Chapter four examineded the activities of the main reading material providers for soldiers,
the places where it was sent and the typologies shipped out. We started our analyze with ASTRA,
the main supplier of popular brochures, and we continued with the contribution of the Romanian,
Orthodox and Greek Catholic Church, as the most important exponent of religious publications.
We did not leave aside the contributions from the personal funds of the Romanian military

priesthood and the important services brought to the account of a reading fund for soldiers by the



administrations of the Romanian newspapers, the societies and cultural-charitable reunions or
other public or private initiatives. Also in this chapter we have included some considerations
related to the reading spaces specially designed for soldiers in some recreation centers.

We tried to capture the use of printed material as a propaganda tool in Chapter Five. The
main vector for transmitting the messages of the state authorities was represented by the press of
the time, which included, in the pages of the periodicals printings, appeals calling for pro-
monarchical attitudes, transmitted both by the Romanian Church and by the main political and
military factors. We did not omit the newspapers specially designed for soldiers, intended, through
printed information, to keep the morale of the troops high, to relax and instruct them. On the other
hand, there were publications meant to convey nationalist and anti-conflictual messages, their
typology and role, which we also tried to outline in the last subchapter of this part.

We have no doubt that, given the lack and continuous demand for Romanian reading from
the front and hospitals, the reading resorces sent to the soldiers were appreciated and used by them
according to the needs that determined the massive volume of requests. We hope to have succeeded
in Chapter Six in capturing the Romanian soldiers, first of all, in the guise of apprentices of the
letters of the alphabet or consecrated readers of periodicals, religious books or other texts with
various subjects. We have endeavored to highlight the benefits of those who have learned a little
knowledge of the alphabet, those who have continued their schooling, those who have taken
military training, or those who have learned foreign languages. At the same time, we tried to
identify the effects of the periodicals on those who read them to be informed, of the prayer books
on those seeking reconciliation with God, and of the other books, with a diversified content, for

those who wanted a mental break from the horrors of war.
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