BABES-BOLYAI UNIVERSITY CLUJ-NAPOCA
FACULTY OF HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY
THE DOCTORAL SCHOOL “HISTORY. CIVILIZATION. CULTURE”

The Roman and post-Roman Period in the
Catchement Basin of Aries River

Summary

coordinator:
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, DR. HABIL. FLORIN-GHEORGHE
FODOREAN

PhD candidate:
ANDREI-CATALIN DiSCA

CLUJ-NAPOCA
2022



Content:

INTRODUCTION ..ottt ettt b ettt e e sttt ebestesbeste s eneeneeneens 5

CHAPTER I. THE NATURAL LANDSCAPE ......ccoeieiiieietieeeieetesieieete et 6

CHAPTER II. METHODOLOGICAL CONSIDERATIONS......cocitiiieieieieeeeeeie e 19

CHAPTER III. HISTORY OF RESEARCH ......ccooiiiiieieieicieeeeeieee et 24

1. The beginnings of the MOdern age.........cccuevviiiiiiiiiiiiieciecie e 24

2. The Age of ENlightenment...........c.ccvvieiiieiieiieeie et ev e eree st 26

3. The Age of Romantic Archeology ......c..ccvveiviiiiiiiiiiieieeieesee ettt et 27

4. The age of scientific archeologY .......cccvvieiiiiiiiieiiece e e 28

CHAPTER IV. REPERTORY OF THE SPOTS WITH DISCOVERIES. .........ccccceovririeieienene. 36

1. The ROMAN PETIOQ ....ccvviiiiiieiiieciie ettt ettt et e e e e s be e etbe e s beeestneessseeens 37

2. The post-Roman Period ..........cccevcverciiriiiinierienie et ete e sre s eseeseeneaens 237
CHAPTER V. THE CATCHMENT BASIN OF ARIES RIVER DURING THE ROMAN

PERIOD ...ttt ettt ene s 256

1. The hiStorical COMEEXL......coueriiriiriieiiitieieriee ettt st 256

2. The material CUMTUIE ........cocueiiiieiereeee et 259

3. The archacologiCal SItES.........cccverierierierieiie ettt et e seeere et ebe e e seaeseseenseesseenseens 261

A. Classification in Ancient Literary SOUICES.........c.evvuerrvrrrreereereereerresreeseesseenseens 261

B. Classifications in the bibliography ..........cccccovvieriieriieiiiiiieiesiesie e 266

C. The classification proposed in this thesis..........cccccerevrrciirciirienienieree e 276

a. C1VIL SEtIEMENLS.......cooviiiieiiiiccc e 276

Farms ..o 277

VILLAS <.ttt 278

Settlements with traditional architecture..............cceevververierciencieesieeniens 280

Settlements with Mediterranean architecture............cccooceecninnnnen. 280

Suburban settlements............coceriiieiiiieeee e 281

Urban Settlements.........ooeerieiieiiiiieeecee et e 284

b. Necropolises and funerary diSCOVETies.........coooivirieeinirieeerinieieiiieas 285

c. Objectives of Military iNterest..........coceeivieieveirieieiiiieeeeeeeee e, 288

WaALCH TOWETS ...ttt et 288

Small fOrtifications .........coceverierinieieeeee e 289

AUXIHATY TOTES .eviiiieiieiieciie ettt e st seae e 289

The camp of legio V Macedonica ..........coceeveeviercienciennieecieiereenene e, 289



ROAAS e 290

AQUEAUCES .ottt st streetbe b e eabeebe e bsesaaenenas 292

€. SEIVICE COMERTS. c.uueeuiiitieitieieeteenteesteestte st e eateebe e bt e bt esbtesbeesaeeeneeenteebeenbeens 292

ROAA CENLETS .. 293

S0ci0-adminiStrative CENLEIS ........eceeeeereerierieriieierieeieeeerie et eeeee e 293

SACTEA SILES ..eeuveeutietieteeit ettt ettt ettt ettt sttt e be e e 293

TRMPIES .ttt e et e e e ba e e sabaaen 293

Bathis. .o 294

f. Production CENIIES..........cocueveuiuirieieiiieieieieeeiee e 295

MINING CENITES ...evvieerieerieiieerereterreereeseeseessaessaessessesssesssessseesseesssessnes 295

Craft CONMIES ...oouiiiiriieieitieiteee ettt ettt s 295

AGrICUItUral CENETES .....eevvievieiiieeiie ettt e e seae e eene 296

g. Traces of habitation (other diSCOVETIES). .......ccverierririirieerieerieerre e 297

h. Typological distribution of settlements...........c.cceeeveereereenieereesireereerenn, 297

1. Settlements deNSItY ........ccvecveerieriieiierie ettt e e e e eens 298

4. THE CCOMOMUIY ....uvvieerieeiiieeieeeteeeteeeteeetaeesereeeteeessseeesbaeesseesssaeessseassseessssesssseeennns 300
CHAPTER VI. THE CATCHMENT BASIN OF ARIES RIVER AFTER THE ROMAN

ABANDONMENT OF DACITA ....ooiieeeteee ettt 310

1. The hiStOriCal CONLEXL......cceeiereieieieeeieie st se ettt ettt teeseenee e eeeenee e 310

2. The material CUMTUIE ..........coiiiieieeeeee ettt e 311

3. The archacolo@iCal SIEES.........ccieriieiiieiieiie ettt ettt ereebeereeteestresreerreebeesreans 311

FINAL REMARIKS. ...ttt ettt et e et eneenaeenee e e 316

ABBREVIATIONS ..ottt ettt ettt et et e st e st e s et ent e seentenseeseeneenseeneensenns 318

BIBLIOGRAPHY ..ottt ettt ettt ae et e te st e seeseeneenaeeneensenns 321

APPENDIX

LSt OF FIGUIES ..eeviiiiieiieiteieeeesie sttt ettt s e s e s eesbe et e e e ssaesnsesnsesnseensaensaens 343

LSt OF PIALES ...ttt sttt st 347

TADIES ...ttt bttt sttt s he et be et 351

PLALES ..ottt bttt h et 358

Keywords: Roman Empire, the province of Dacia, the catchment basin of Aries river,
Potaissa, Alburnus Maior, Roman period, post-Roman period, chronological framework,
archaeological sites, topographic data, archaeological cartography, material culture, repertory

of the spots with discoveries, sites classification, data interpretation.



Summary

The main goal of this PhD thesis was to determine the transformations that shaped the
area belonging to catchment basin of Aries river during the Roman and post-Roman periods,
in terms of the density and territorial distribution of the spots with discoveries on the one
hand, and, on the other hand, in respect with the material culture characteristics of each of the
two mentioned periods.

In connection with the main goal of this PhD thesis other three secondary objectives
were outlined: 1. the synthesis of data on the sites in the researched area; 2. framing these
sites in the general context of the time; 3. establishing a general chronological framework.

In order to fulfil the objectives presented above, the data from the ancient literary
sources and those from the specialized literature were used, together with the data obtained
during some field investigations carried out during the last years. The field investigations
were absolutely necessary to achieve the proposed objective as the information available in
the other sources mentioned was not accurate enough to be able to make a series of analyses
on the environmental conditions, size, inventory and chronology of the sites. As a result of
the investigations more than 50 archaeological sites were identified and analysed. In addition
to those identified in the field, for a few dozen other sites one can now specify the area where
they are with an accuracy that varies, on average, from a few hundred meters up to 2 km.
Together with the approximately 25 spots for which such data were already available in the
literature, these archaeological sites constitute now a representative sample for analyses.

The data presented in this thesis can also be useful for a better understanding of the
archaeological heritage from a scientific, cultural and administrative perspective, being
relevant both for the local history of Dacia and for the protection and conservation of the
sites.

Scientifically and culturally, the data presented contribute to create a much more
detailed picture of the catchment basin of Aries river in the Roman and post-Roman period,
both as part of the Roman Empire in general and the province of Dacia in particular.

From an administrative point of view, the work can be useful in drawing up the
general topographic urban plans of settlements in the area, in order to protect and preserve the
archaeological heritage, whose existence is endangered in the context of dynamics in real

estate and industrial construction and transport infrastructure.



The present research makes a consistent contribution to the repertoire of
archaeological sites in the studied area during the mentioned chronological framework. This
contribution is based on extensive surface research structured in three major phases, as
follows: 1) in a first phase the information from the literature was synthesized; 2) in the
second phase field investigations were carried out; 3) while in the third and last phase the
data was processed and the sites were mapped.

During the phase of synthesizing the data existing in the literature in respect with the
spots with discoveries was made an effort to use of all sources likely to provide new data,
from historical-archaeological literature and studies of local toponymy, up to the topographic
surveys of the last centuries and contemporary orthophoto plans.

During the field investigations, the tracks followed were completely recorded and
stored on GPS devices in order to have a very clear record of the covered areas and to
delimitate precisely the spots with discoveries. The aim was to identify both the sites
mentioned in the literature as well as possible new sites. From a technical point of view, the
investigations were performed by two complementary methods, described in the lines below,
respectively A) the grid method and B) the method of areas with potential.

After completing the field research, the spatial data and archaeological information
obtained were processed using software programs such as QGIS, Google Earth and Microsoft
Excel in order to map the identified sites.

As can be observed from the table of contents presented in the above pages, this thesis
has been structured in six major chapters. The first of these, chapter 1. The natural
landscape, aims to present the representative geographical characteristics of the area
investigated in terms of location, relief, climate, natural resources and environmental
conditions.

Chapter 1I, Methodological Considerations, deals basically with: 1. the indication of
the main sources; 2. specifying the criteria for synthesizing information; 3. defining the
methods of interpreting the data in order to achieve the proposed objectives.

The presentation of primary data and the interpretation of those data were carried out
in separate chapters in order to clearly differentiate between technical data and alternative
interpretations that can be built on them. The methods frequently used in this PhD thesis for
interpreting data are: the analogies, comparisons, statistical measurements, quantitative and
qualitative analysis.

Analogies and comparisons have been employed to contextualize in the historical

framework of the province of Dacia, the Roman Empire and the period, both individual
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discoveries (meaning in this case a single item) as well as ensembles and structures (which in
this case may refer for e.g. to a whole class of artifacts, to a site or a whole group of sites).

Statistical measurements have been applied on a very large scale, from the inventory
of discoveries on each site, to the circulation of various types of products across the region,
up to the quantification of characteristics for each site.

Quantitative and qualitative analyses were carried out to highlight both the frequency
of some phenomena, materials and types of sites, as well as their valences in the historical
context of the period.

Chapter III, History of Research, gives a brief overview of the main trends and
approaches that have existed over the centuries in researches connected with the topic, it also
presents a sketch overview of the current state of research as well as some of the prospects
for future research.

The most consistent chapter is the one with number IV, Repertory of the spots with
discoveries. In this chapter are presented the main information regarding the spots with
discoveries known in the investigated, special attention being paid to the data related to their
location, inventory and chronology. Given the topic of this thesis, the points under discussion
will be grouped into two subgroups, as follows: 1) The Roman era; 2) The post-Roman era.
The presentation will be made by settlements, in alphabetical order, each new point being
marked with an Arabic number. For each of the points are going to be indicated the literature,
the RAN code and the LMI code insofar as they exist. Where appropriate materials are
available the sites will be accompanied by maps, plans and illustrations. When the
presentation of discoveries in the territory of a new settlements begins, its name will be
indicated on a separate line, also specifying the administrative unit and the county to which it
belongs. If the administrative unit has the same name as the settlement referred to, only its
rank (commune, city, municipality) will be specified. In parentheses will be indicated the
name of the settlement in Hungarian, but also in German when it exists, and obviously the
Latin toponym where it is known, always following this order.

In the present repertoire were interpreted as points with discoveries those sites for
which there are available data on the context of the discoveries (either from the literature or
from the field investigations carried out for this thesis), and for which at least two categories
of artefacts are recorded in a high number (for e.g., pottery and building materials). In
exceptional cases, sites with a single category of archaeological material have been

interpreted as points of discovery, insofar as there are clear indications that these materials



are not in a secondary position. Points for which a limited number of materials are known or
for which the context is unknown have been interpreted as isolated discoveries.

On the topographic maps presented in this study, the spots with discoveries and the
areas with mineral resources for which there are clear indications that they were in use in
ancient times are going to be indicated with Arabic numerals, numbering being done
individually for each map. The agglomerations of archaecological materials, where known, are
going to be indicated in letters, in alphabetical order, for each spot with discoveries
individually. Isolated discoveries and spots referred to for various reasons are going to be
indicated with Roman numerals, in ascending order on each map.

Between the spots with discoveries and the agglomerations of archaeological
materials, a differentiation will be made according to the quality of the topographic data, both
in the text and on the maps. Thus, it will be specified for each case if the findings in question
are only mentioned, if they were mapped in the literature, or if they were identified during the
field investigations carried out as part of this thesis. For those sites identified on the field, the
geographical coordinates will be indicated, both in the universal transversal Mercator
coordinate system (UTM) and in the 1970 Stereographic Projection (Stereo 70), used in the
national administration and planning system in Romania.

In Chapter V, The catchment basin of Aries river during the Roman period, are
outlined the main features of this area as part of the Roman world, between the beginning of
the second century AD and the last part of the third century. The historical aspects
characteristic for the whole province and the empire in general, discussed in detail in
numerous specialized works, are not going to be presented in detailed, the emphasis being
placed especially on the data regarding the archaeological sites and their inventory.

Starting from the data available in the ancient literary sources and general discussions
from the specialized literature, as well as from the current stage of the research in the studied
area, the spots with discoveries were grouped in seven big categories of sites as follows: a)
civil settlements; b) necropolises and funerary discoveries; ¢) objectives of military interest;
d) infrastructure works and spatial planning; e) service centres; f) production centres; g)
traces of habitation (other discoveries).

For the sites in the category of civil settlements, a classification system was proposed
that aimed to be in agreement both with the archaeological realities of the investigated area,
and with the data from the literary sources and the scientific literature. This system

differentiates between six types of settlements as follows: 1) farms; 2) villas; 3) settlements



with traditional architecture; 4) settlements with Mediterranean architecture; 5) suburban
settlements; 6) urban settlements.

Starting from the defining characteristics of the sites and the geographical specificities
of area in which they are located, relating these data to those of other areas of the empire
better documented and to what is generally known about the Roman economy from the
literary ancient sources, a series of conclusions can be drawn regarding the economy of the
settlements within the catchment basin of Aries river during the investigated time span.

Chapter VI, The catchment basin of Aries river after the Roman abandonment of
Dacia analyses the situation of this territory after the Roman army and administration were
withdrawn from Dacia and moved south of the Danube at the end of the 3rd century AD. The
archaeological discoveries indicate that the area continued to be settled even after this
moment, but from a political point of view the situation of this territory is uncertain.

The volume of data in relation with this period is quite small in the investigated area.
Discoveries are reported at several spots but more consistent information is only available for
archaeological sites from Soporu de Campie and Potaissa. In the case of the latter, there are
data indicating both a continuation of habitation in the town and of the burials in the southern
necropolis of the settlement. A series of monetary discoveries covering much of the 4th
century are also reported.

Of the 22 spots with discoveries known in this area, except for the legionary camp
from Potaissa, in the other cases the investigations were on a small scale, being quite difficult
to make assessments regarding the typology of the sites. In this situation one can only
differentiate with a certain degree of certainty between the following 3 categories of sites: 1)
settlements, 2) necropolises (funerary discoveries) and 3) traces of habitation.

From a statistical point of view, it can be stated that the total number of spots with
discoveries reported in the post-Roman period represents only 25% of that reported in Roman
times, but this report is misleading in the sense that the volume of materials and data,
although difficult to quantify, is actually well below this value.

The Final remarks section emphasizes the idea that the creation of the Roman
province of Dacia had left an unmistakable mark on the history of the catchment basin of
Aries river, the most obvious transformations being related to the material and spiritual
culture of the area, its economy and the settlements density and characteristics. These
transformations are mentioned by the ancient literary sources, but are also visible based on

archaeological discoveries whose number is constantly increasing.



One of the most significant characteristics of the landscape of the investigated area
during the Roman period is the sensible increase in the density of settlements, with a value at
least four times higher than the previous period. In addition to that the sites dating from the
Roman period have, on the one hand, a much larger extent, and on the other hand, a much
higher volume of discoveries.

Alongside the changes related with the settlements and the accumulations related to
the material culture, a radical transformation of the economy of the area took also place
during the Roman period, the efforts being oriented towards a much more efficient
capitalization of the agricultural potential and of the mineral resources.

The development of the province north of the Danube was stopped by the decision of
the Roman authorities to withdraw from Dacia. At the current stage of research, many of the
implications of this action rather only hypothesis, but a number of issues are quite clear.

It is thus obvious that the evacuation of the Roman administration and army from
Dacia meant for this area a critical decrease of the number of settlements, led to an uncertain
situation regarding the material culture and an obvious decline of the economy. In other
words, a plausible interpretation is that the low volume of discoveries dating from the post-
Roman period is the result of the Aurelian abandonment of Dacia (with the general meaning
of withdrawal of the Roman authorities from the province north of the Danube River), a large
number of the settlements being evacuated alongside the administration and the army.

From a chronological point of view based on the archaeological discoveries the
transition period, as the post-Roman period in the catchment basin of Aries river can be
interpreted, extends over almost two centuries, from the withdrawal of the Roman authorities
from the north of the Danube in the second half of the 3rd century, until the appearance in the
second half of the 5th century, but especially from the 6th century of new settlements and
necropolises with a consistent volume of discoveries, such as those from the Luna — Campia
Turzii, Vlaha, Stejaris or those in the area of the city and the camp from Turda.

The last part of the thesis includes: a list of Abbreviations, Bibliography and a series
of Appendix, among the latter being the List of Figures, the List of Plates, Tables and Plates.
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