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Introduction

Preliminary

The Church learned to speak the different languages of the world, fulfilling Christ's
command to preach the gospel to every nation (Matthew 28: 19-20). And in contemporary
times the Church of Christ fulfills its missionary call to share with the world the Good News
of God's love for man and His invitation to communion addressed to him. It's just that a new
"language" has emerged, a new missionary realm, a virtual and digital world created with the
help of computers in which modern man is increasingly seeking fulfillment and satisfaction of
certain needs. The use of the new information and communication environment of the Internet
is skyrocketing and brings back to the news the challenge for the Church to learn this new
"language" that believers today speak.

The premise from which the missionary reporting of Orthodoxy to the virtual
environment starts is that like all other "worlds" or "environments™ and it needs Christianity.
The loving message of faith is universal. But the spread of the Christian message in the new
virtual environment should not be a chaotic one, but guided by Christian pastoral principles
adapted to the context offered by the new technology and which give a certain coherence and
concertation to the Christian mission. Due to the increasing complexity of human life, it is
increasingly necessary that the entire missionary activity of the Church be coordinated,
logical, structured in such a way that all aspects of the spiritual life of the parish are taken into
account and nothing left neglected. A good priest will consider that in his missionary work he
will cover all aspects of the life of the work entrusted to him for shepherding. And believers
who frequently use digital communication technology need to be greeted in the virtual world
by the message of faith.

The coherent structuring of missionary activity on the Internet must start from
encouraging Christian studies about the psychology of presence and networking in this virtual
environment and about the concrete implications for users that this technological innovation
has. This new technological and social product, the Internet, also contributes to technological
expansion and has effects on socio-economic structures, acting extremely strongly in the heart
of a society, both at institutional and organizational level. It is fundamentally different from

other media in that it develops a new type of communities and socio-human organizations,




providing the main support for the global expansion of the "network-type"™ form of
organization. The new social organization, developed especially at the virtual level, has
increasingly visible effects in the sphere of political, economic decisions, competition on
various markets, marketing and the global economic market. More and more today, economic
markets, via the Internet, are virtualizing themselves both in terms of transactional and in
terms of socio-human relations. In fact, there is no aspect of human life that the internet today
does not shape in one form or another.

If we take a look at what happens in a minute on the internet we will see that in the 60
seconds of online, a million people log in to Facebook, on the search engine offered by
Google there are 3.8 million searches, on YouTube 4.5 million videos are watched and
347,222 users run pages on Instagram. Extremely much activity that permanently increases in
intensity. The question to which the Church must answer is how many of these users, in this
minute, have read a blog or watched a video telling them more about our Savior Jesus Christ.

The conclusion to be reached by those who are responsible for the mission of the
Church is that to such a lively activity in online the Church must respond with viable methods
of digital mission. Just a few years ago there were only a few options to share valuable
information. These options were newspapers, radio and television. Today, through the new
information technology, we have blogs, downloadable podcasts, e-books, videos, graphics,
small online groups, photos, articles, infographics, newsletters, vlogs, instruction guides,
electronic magazines and the list goes on. This means that the Church or its missionary service

should not remain in the same way of sharing the gospel with the world.

State of play of studies on the topic addressed

Orthodox missionary theology is primarily responsible for deepening the research on the
implications of new information technologies both on man and on the process of transmitting
the truths of faith in the virtual digital environment. Unfortunately, no consistent steps have
been taken in this direction, perhaps due to the novelty of the theme and the vertiginous
evolution of new technologies. But as this technology is rapidly seizing more and more
aspects of human life, theology must investigate the implications of its use for man and his
spiritual life. From a missionary perspective, an effective, spiritually healthy and coherent

approach to the work of the Church in the new digital world must be found. Unfortunately, a




complex and complete treatment from the perspective of Orthodox missiology in this direction
has not yet been achieved. As a result, a careful treatment of this topic is also required in
Romanian Orthodox theology. It is worth noting that, as will be seen in the bibliographic
sources used, Western and overseas theology have taken some significant steps in researching
the implications and benefits of using the virtual environment of the Internet in pastorate and
mission. The experience of their research will be useful, but it is desirable to apply the
missionary paradigm specific to the Orthodox Church on the benefits and challenges brought

by the new virtual environment to the work in the world of the ecclesial community.

Methodology of the work and assumptions to be verified

The research strategy was achieved by intertwining and using several methods, a
natural approach in treating a transdisciplinary topic. Analytical and synthetic methods were
used to analyze the defining elements of the Orthodox mission or to correlate information
from different fields (theology, psychology, sociology, etc.) in order to discover the strengths
or weaknesses of this new technology. To these were added methods specific to theology such
as the exegetic-hermeneutical method aimed at interpreting, in a missionary perspective, the
revealed text or the ascetic-mystical, historical and theological-speculative methods. For the
practical part drawn up in the last chapter, simulation and practical methods were mainly used.

The main approach of the work was to discover those positive valences of the new
technology that can facilitate missionary activity on the Internet, but also the possible
anthropological, sociological, religious challenges, etc. that the new technology brings to the
attention of theology. It was also intended to provide several guidelines to help the digital
missionary and a guide to practical activities that can be undertaken to make missionary work
more effective in this context.

The hypothesis from which this research starts is that the Internet can offer
extraordinary opportunities to the missionary work of the Church to the extent that this new
technology is used both with professionalism and competence, as well as with discernment
and clear awareness of its strengths and weaknesses from the perspective of the Orthodox
mission.

The professional use of the Internet in missionary work requires the knowledge, by

those who work in this sense, of the values and principles by which this work of the Church is




guided and then their observance and application in the concrete. It is then necessary to know
the tools that the new technology offers and how it can be used as efficiently as possible.
Intertwining the word with the image and the sound; the potentiality to multiply information
very much and quickly; the active involvement, volens nolens, of all believers in missionary
work; the prospect of organizing "virtual ecclesial communities™ that will continue and
complement communion in the physical environment; there may be only a few aspects that the
well-trained and knowledgeable missionary can use to make missionary work more effective.
Moreover, a missionary deontology of the work of the Church in the virtual space is
necessary. Well-defined and assumed rules and responsibilities have not yet been drawn up by
the Church for those who work in the new digital world and therefore, together with a series
of concrete guidelines, have constituted a practical core of the work. The ideal perspective
would be that in which theological schools offer future ministers a module of preparation on
this topic and thus the work of the Church in the virtual world will no longer be a disorganized
one, at random and with little chance of success.

Regarding the use with discernment, it was noted the existence of limitations or even
negative effects of new information technologies. Specialists have noted the impairment of the
physical health of those who surf several hours a day in the digital environment, but also the
appearance of negative psychological consequences. Theologians will object to the possibility
of making the cultic life of the Church fully present in the virtual environment, and some will
notice new ideologies that falsely sacralize the new technology by projecting on it visions and
misconceptions. These are just some of the problems raised by the use of new digital

technologies and which require discernment and balance in their use.

Motivation and purpose of choosing the theme
Working in an educational environment and always seeking the improvement of the
teaching act, | have come to understand that there is no moment of interaction with a student,
even if it is, for example, only a meeting in the hallways of the school or on the street, which
does not have an intrinsic educational value. Every moment | interact with a student | educate
him. | share every moment something about myself, about my beliefs. In fact, each person
lives in a permanent interaction with his fellows, realizing within this inter-relationation a

wonderful work: each one transmits to the other a certain "spirit”. In other words, we are all,




in relation to others, "missionaries”. We all bear witness to others. But, what spirit of life we
share and how consciously assumed, depends on each of us. Christians are called to give the
good testimony of the life-making Spirit who renewed their life afterwards of the Savior Jesus
Christ. Every Christian is called by God to a fellowship of eternal and happy life with Him
and, at the same time, is sent to bear witness to the world of the good he has done to God, thus
understanding that he can gain his salvation by serving at the "altar" of the souls of his
fellows. To the awareness of this call of each of us, in every moment of life, is added the
context of the spread of information technology that has penetrated into almost all aspects of
human life. Young people, the most active users of the new information technology, demand
that the new digital environment be impregnated also by the presence of the Christian message
shared with them in this context as well. They were inspired and motivated to choose such a
theme. Therefore, given the reality that every Christian by the way he lives his life fulfills a
profound missionary act, | believe that the Church must guide in the authentic spirit of faith
how, both at the individual level and at that of the ecclesiastical communities, the Christian

missionary act takes place in the new virtual space of information technology.

Timeliness and necessity of the theme
The need for such a research approach is also closely linked to the above. The
necessity and universality of the missionary work of the Church are also strong arguments for
conscientiously addressing the theme.
Certainly the Church is and should be present everywhere where its believers are. It
approaches this new informational and communicational environment with realism and trust.
But he must be a means, not an end in itself. If it wisely complements missionary work in the

physical world this new digital technology can become a truly beneficial creation.

Perspectives, projections, proposals
Due to the increasing complexity of human life, it is increasingly necessary that the
entire missionary activity of the Church be coordinated, logical, structured in such a way that
all aspects of the spiritual life of the parish are taken into account and nothing left neglected.

A good priest will consider that in his missionary work he will cover all aspects of the life of




the work entrusted to him for shepherding. And believers who frequently use digital
communication technology need to be greeted in the virtual world by the message of faith.

The process of coherent structuring of internet pastorate must start from encouraging
Christian studies about the psychology of presence and networking in this virtual environment
and about the concrete implications for users that this technological innovation has. An
important aspect is that such studies should also lead to the creation of a set of guides with
explanations and recommendations for those who do mission on the Internet (priests,
volunteers, catechesis, etc.) but also useful for parents, for children and for every Christian
who surfs the Internet.

The clergy, together with all those who use the virtual environment and its social
networks in order to achieve the goal of the Church's mission, must ensure that the new
communication technology is used responsibly and taking into account the priority of the
concern to protect the Church and those with whom the Church also interacts in this new
virtual environment. The hierarchy is required to be concerned for the development and then
exercise of personal responsibility by all the missionaries of the Church in the virtual
environment. Disregarding the importance of educating the personal responsibility of the
Orthodox missionary in the virtual world can bring many disadvantages to the Church and
even jeopardize its mission in this regard.

Although we have tried to present some fundamental ideas of a possible code of ethics
with reference to the misadistic work of the Orthodox Church in the new and challenging
virtual environment created by information technology, the systematization of such a
representative code and assumed by the Church, can only be a contribution from as many
theologians, representatives of the ecclesial community as possible and, in special, on behalf
of the hierarchical decision-making forums. Being a set of rules that regulate missionary work
in its entirety, a work that basically belongs to the Church and not just to an individual or
group who is concretely involved on behalf of the Church in missionary activity, only it, the
Church as "the pillar and foundation of the truth™ (I Timothy 3:15) can formulate and apply
such a code. At the core of such a code can only be the beliefs, values and principles that the
Church is guided and promoted by. Therefore, an individual approach like this one from now
on, can not be nearly exhaustive but only a starting point to develop, refine, update an official

document assumed and applied by the ecclesial community.
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It is necessary for the Church to create and assume such a code because it is also the
one who must apply it through its missionaries and bears the responsibility of missionary
work in front of the One who sent it to the world, the Savior Jesus Christ. A well-thought-out
and applied code of ethics by the missionary workers of the Church can also regulate the
relationship of the community of believers with those outside it, civil society. Thus,
misunderstandings, incidents can be avoided, and transparency in missionary work that the
guidelines of a code of ethics provide also helps to effectively evaluate and coordinate the
work of the one who is doing mission on behalf of the Church.

Such organizational principles for the missionary activity are required to be accepted
by the Holy Synod for their implementation by the church administrative forums and applied
in concreteness by priests, lay people, volunteers and all those who work within the ecclesial
communities acting in the virtual media environment or on the social media platforms offered
by the Internet. Regulations of this kind are not designed and enforced to control but to protect
all the missionaries of the Church. Insofar as there are no guidelines of this nature, spiritual

problems, distortions of the Church's message or even legal problems may arise.

Synthetic presentation of the thesis chapters

Chapter |

Presenting the structure of the work, in its first chapter was highlighted a synthesis of
the missionary paradigm of the Church followed by a diagnosis of the changes that the life of
the church community goes through at this beginning of the millennium. Naturally, the
distinctive features of Orthodox theology determine the Church's attitude toward the mission.
Summarizing the theological reference writings, we have identified and presented some
fundamental Orthodox missionary principles. Thus, references have been made to its
triadological, christological, pnevmatologic, ecclesiological, liturgical, or eschatological
character. From the perspective of Orthodox missionary theology, it is important that the
connection between these aspects is not broken because only together they form the image of

complete, authentic Orthodox missionary work. | emphasized that the Orthodox Church
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cannot lose its missionary identity even in the new missionary context offered by the virtual
world.

Believers understand the Church differently and integration into its life. Some are
more active and much more involved in her work, but a large part of those who cross the
threshold of the holy places at the great feasts or at important events in their lives, are still far
from living an active Christian way of life, with understanding and especially constant. The
crisis of life within the Church is matched by strong changes in social life. For example, the
social freedom gained in the Romanian environment after '89 has slowly turned into a
mentality that misunderstands this important value of life. Some tend to think that to be free
means to do anything and anytime as the voice of their own will dictates to them by
challenging any authority.

A complex phenomenon of mutations on all levels of human life occurs. Aspects of
social, anthropological, technological, religious mutations were presented. There are
mutations in mentalities, in the way people spend their free time or in the way in which the
education of new generations is perceived and carried out. New technological tools are also
integrated into every aspect of human life, this process being crowned with the increasing use
of technological tools that create the virtual environment of the Internet. On top of these all
overlaps the mission of the Church whose paradigm inspired by the Divine Revelation must
know the sensitive process of finding the optimal way to share with the divine message,
correct and complete, but also accessible at the same time, to the millions who access the
Internet.

Chapter 11

In a second large part of the work, some historical and technical generalities regarding
this new technology were highlighted. The presentation of how this new technology was born
and how it works by creating a "copy" of the world in which we live, was followed by
highlighting some religious aspects relevant to the mission of the Church. For example, we
have shown the parallel between bits and logos that some extremist supporters of the Internet
are doing at the ideological level, who say that the real world could be re-created in the virtual
one, even surpassing the real one in perfection. Just as the real world is created by God
through the reasons of the existing ones (logos), man also creates a virtual world with the help

of bits. This also led to highlighting the reality of the false sacredness of the new technology.
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Aspects regarding its way of functioning have, from the perspective of some
specialists, relevance for Christian anthropology, for the way in which man understands
himself, the way in which his senses work or the way in which the management of his own
identity is carried out in this new virtual space. Finally, we are not talking about using an
object like any other, but about a technological tool like a brain from which the human person
expects a high level of interactivity. From here are born important spiritual implications in the
use of new technology. Decorporation, anonymity in communication, the effect of "filtered
light", the asymcronicity of information, "network™ thinking (created by the use of hypertext)
are just some of the specifications of this technology that brings major changes in the lives of
Internet users.

The chapter ended with a series of assertions about the future of the Internet, which by
connecting more and more smart objects is developing towards an increasingly full

transposition of human life into the new digital environment.

Chapter 111

In this chapter, certain requirements of the Orthodox mission were analyzed from the
perspective of their correlation with the new technology. It is necessary both to seek the
advantages of using the Internet in the mission of the Church and to the possible dangers that
produce "jamming"” in transmitting the authentic message taught by it. Information in the
virtual environment is extremely easily accessible, easy to process (multiplication, truncation,
etc.), subject to serious security problems, accessible as a production cost, etc. Here are just a
few realities that suggest the need for a wise approach to missionary activities in the virtual
world. A multitude of parish, personal or, more recently, blogs have spread on the internet that
spread information that does not have a certification of authenticity from the Church.

An unsuspecting person cannot tell whether the information he is reading is in the
spirit of divine Revelation or not, and this, because, it can easily be about personal opinions
and not about the authentic teaching of the Church, or it can be subjectively, tendentiously
rendered information. Above all, by providing information and supporting interest, the new
technology makes possible an initial encounter with the Christian message, especially among
young people who are increasingly turning to the world of cyberspace as a window into the

world. Therefore, very practical ways must be found to help those who make contact with the
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Church first through the Internet and then move from the virtual world of cyberspace to the
real world of the Christian community.

The Internet can provide strong support for evangelism and catechization. There are
already countless sources of information on the internet about the Church, its history and
tradition, its doctrine and involvement in every area of life and from all corners of the world.
So it is clear that although the internet can never replace that profound experience of God that
only the living, liturgical and sacramental life of the Church can offer, it can certainly become
a unique supplement and support both in preparing for the meeting with Christ in the
community and in supporting the new believer in the journey of faith that begins afterwards.

In recent years, the use of Internet technology in order to achieve or integrate into a
group is increasing. Sites that create an online community that those who are eager can easily
join have become very popular. But virtual communities are something else entirely different
than what an authentic parish community entails. The "virtual parish” can sometimes be a
support in the real community, but it cannot become a substitute for it. What a church
community involves, what defines a virtual community, and where the two modes of
communion might meet was an aspect analyzed in a subchapter of the thesis and that requires
in-depth research.

With the issue of authentic and living integration into the Community of the Church, a
series of ideologies built around the promises of a spiritual nature that the virtual world
promises must also be remembered. Not a few specialists see the Internet as an eminently
spiritual space and having a strong religious charge. For example, philosophers and leading
technicians in the field support the possibility of "downloading” the human mind or
personality into the virtual world. And others, due to the phenomenon of decoration that
internet surfing entails, are trying to teach a new kind of spirituality. To such ideologies the
Church must provide answers so as not to leave its believers deprived of guidance and
protection of the soul.

Chapter 1V

In the last part, the work goes towards an innovative aspect in the missionary activity
of the Church in the virtual environment, trying to propose some clear principles, in the spirit
of the values of the Christian faith, to guide the work of the Orthodox missionary in the virtual

world. First of all, a code of ethics is absolutely necessary because the lack of unitary and
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authentic regulations leads to disturbances, slippages and mistakes in missionary activity in
the virtual world. The local church communities have not yet assumed such a code and
theological schools are not yet paying much attention to the missionary work that the Church
is doing on the internet. Soon there are also glicades of a legislative nature that can bring
blockages to the mission online.

The practical part was completed with a small guide of missionary activities that can
be carried out in the virtual environment. The proposals are by no means exhaustive, on the
contrary, the rapid changes of software and gadgets are constantly opening up new
opportunities to benefit from the new technology in favor of the mission. From the
organization of a parish site to the creation of thematic parish groups or live broadcasts, we
have exhibited several activities that are accessible to the Orthodox missionary and that have
certain advantages in sharing the message of faith with internet users.

The complexity of the aspects involved in this new technology in people's lives makes
this work just a beginning and a challenge for even more in-depth studies on the implications
and benefits of new technology on the lives of Christians and missionary work in the virtual

environment.

Bibliography

1. BIBLIA sau SFANTA SCRIPTURA, Editie jubiliara a Sfantului Sinod, tiparita sub
indrumarea si cu purtarea de grija a P.F. Parinte Teoctist, Patriarh al Bisericii Ortodoxe
Romane, cu aprobarea Sfantului Sinod, Editura Institutului Biblic si de Misiune al Bisericii
Ortodoxe Romane, Bucuresti, 2001.

2. SFANTUL ATANASIE CEL MARE, ,Scrieri”, Partea I, in P.S.B. vol.15,
E.l.LB.M.B.O.R., Bucuresti, 1987.

3. SFANTUL GRIGORIE DE NYSSA, ,Scrieri exegetice”, in P.S.B. vol. 30,
E.I.LB.M.B.O.R., Bucuresti, 1998.

4, SFANTUL MAXIM MARTURISITORUL, ,Raspunsuri catre Talasie”, In Filocalia

sfintelor nevointe ale desavarsirii, vol. 111, Editura Humanitas, Bucuresti, 1999.

15

—
| —



5. SFANTUL MAXIM MARTURISITORUL, Mistagogia, trad. Pr. Dumitru
STANILOAE, Editura Institutului Biblic si de Misiune al Bisericii Ortodoxe Romane,
Bucuresti, 2000.

6. SFANTUL MAXIM MARTURISITORUL, ,, Ambigua”, traducere din limba greaca,
introducere si note de Pr. Dumitru STANILOAE, in P.S.B. 80, E.ILB.M.B.O.R., Bucuresti,
1983.

7. SFANTUL NICOLAE CABASILA, Despre viata in Hristos, Editura Institutului

Biblic si de Misiune al Bisericii Ortodoxe Romane, Bucuresti, 2001.

Works:

8. AIFTINCA, Marin, Babilonul informatiei. Cdtre o noud ordine internationald
in domeniul comunicarii §i informatiei, Editura Politica, Bucuresti, 1987

9. BEL, Pr. Valer, Misiunea Bisericii in lumea contemporand 1. Premise Teologice,
Presa Universitara Clujeana, Cluj-Napoca, 2004.

10. BEL, Pr. Valer, Dogma si propovaduire, Editura Dacia, Cluj-Napoca, 1994.

11. BEL, Pr. Valer, Misiune, parohie, pastoratie, Editura Renasterea, Cluj-Napoca, 2002.

12. BEL, Pr. Valer, Misiunea Bisericii in lumea contemporana II. Exigente, Presa
Universitard Clujeana, Cluj-Napoca, 2002.

13. BEL, Pr. Valer, Misiunea Bisericii in lumea contemporand, Editura Renasterea, Cluj-
Napoca, 2010.

14. BEL, Pr. Valer, Teologie si Biserica, Presa Universitara Clujeana, 2008.

15. BEL, Pr. Valer, Unitatea Bisericii in teologia contemporand, Editura Limes, Cluj-
Napoca, 2003.

16. BLACKMORE, Vernon, Using your church web site for evangelism, Cambridge:
Grove, 2001.

17. BOSCH, David Jacobus, Transforming Mission. Paradigm Shifts in Theology of
Mission, Orbis Book, New-York, 20th Anniversary Edition, 2011.

18. BOSCH, David Jacobus, Witness to the world. The Christian mission in theological
perspective, MMS/John Knox Press, 1980.

19. BRASHER, Brenda E., Give me that online religion, New Brunswick, N.J.: Rutgers

University Press; London: Eurospan, 2004.

16

—
| —



20. BRETON, Philippe, Cultul internetului. O amenintare pentru legatura sociala?,
Editura C.N.I. Coresi S.A., Bucuresti, 2001.

21. BRIA, Pr. lon (ed), Go forth in Peace. Orthodox Perspective on Mision, WCC Mission
Series No. 7, Geneva, 1986.

22. BRIA, Pr. lon, Curs de teologie si practica misionara ortodoxa, Geneva, 1982.

23. BRIA, Pr. lon, Destinul Ortodoxiei, E.I.LB.M.B.O.R., Bucuresti, 1989.

24. BRIA, Pr. lon, Destinul Ortodoxiei, Ed. IBMBOR, Bucuresti, 1989

25. BRIA, Pr. lon, Dictionar de Teologie Ortodoxa, Editura Institutului Biblic si de
Misiune al Bisericii Ortodoxe Romane, Bucuresti, 1994

26. BRIA, Pr. lon, Go Forth in Peace. Orthodox Perspectives on Mission, World Council
of Churches Publications, Geneva, 1986.

27. BRIA, Pr. lon, Liturghia dupa Liturghie. O tipologie a misiunii apostolice §i a
marturiei crestine azi, Editura Athena, Bucuresti, 1996.

28. CAMPBELL, Heidi A., When religion meets new media: media, religion and culture,
London: Routledge, 2007.

29. CAMPBELL, Heidi, Exploring Religious Community Online: We are One in the
Network, Peter Lang Publishing, New-York, 2005.

30. CARR, Nicholas, Superficialii: efectele internetului asupra creierului uman, Publica,
Bucuresti, 2012.

31. CIOBOTEA, fDaniel, Confessing the Truth in Love. Orthodox Prespectives on Life,
Mission and Unity, Trinitas, lasi, 2001.

32. CLOUGH, David Unweaving the web: beginning to think theologically about the
internet, Cambridge: Grove Books, 2002.

33. COBB, Jennifer J., Cybergrace: the search for God in the digital world, New York:
Crown, 1998.

34. CONSTANTINESCU, Mihaela, Post/postmodernismul: Cultura divertismentului,
Editura Univers enciclopedic, Bucuresti, 2001.

35. COWAN, Douglas E., Cyberhenge: modern Pagans on the internet, New York;
London: Routledge, 2005.

36. DAWSON, Lorne L. and COWAN, Douglas E. (eds.), Religion online: finding faith
on the internet, New York: Routledge, 2004.

17

—
| —



37. DERTOUZOS, Michael, Ce va fi: Cum vom trai in lumea noud a informatiei, Editura
Tehnica, Bucuresti, 2000.

38. DESEILLE, Placide, Nostalgia Ortodoxiei, Editura Anastasia, 2005.

39. DIXON, Patrick, Cyber church: Christianity and the Internet, Eastbourne: Kingsway,
1997.

40. EVDOKIMOV, Paul, Taina iubirii, Bucuresti, 1994.

41. GALERIU, Pr. Constantin, Jertfa si rascumparare, Editura Harisma, Bucuresti, 1991.

42. GEORGE, Susan Ella, Religion and technology in the 21st century: faith in the e-
world, Hershey, PA: Information Science Pub., 2006.

43. GHIU, Bogdan, Ochiul de sticla, Editura All Educational S.A., Timisoara, 1997

44. GIBSON,Wiliam, Neuromantul, Editura Cristian Plus, 1986

45. HADDON, Jeffrey K., COWAN, Douglas E. (eds.), Religion on the internet: research
prospects and promises, Amsterdam, London: JAI, 2000.

46. HBIJSGAARD, Morten T., WARBURG, Margit (eds.), Religion and cyberspace,
London: Routledge, 2005.

47. HUIZINGA, Johan, Homo ludens, Editura Humanitas, Bucuresti, 1998

48. 1CA, Ioan jr.; MARANI, Germano, Gdndirea sociald a Bisericii, Editura Deisis, Sibiu,
2002.

49. KARAFLOGKA, Anastasia, @-religion: a critical appraisal of religious discourse on
the World Wide Web, London: Equinox, 2006.

50. LARCHET, Jean Claude, Captivi in internet, Editura Sophia, Bucuresti, 2016.

51. LARCHET, Jean-Claude, Terapeutica bolilor spirituale, trad. Marinela BOJIN, Sofia,
Bucuresti, 2001.

52. LEVINSON, Paul, McLuhan in era digitala. Ghid al mileniului informatiilor, Editura
Librom Antet SRL, 2001.

53. LIPOVETSKY, Gilles, Amurgul datoriei. Etica nedureroasd a noilor timpuri
democratice, traducere si prefati de Victor-Dinu VLADULESCU, Babel, Bucuresti, 1996.

54. LORENZ, Konrad, Cele opt pacate capitale ale omenirii civilizate, Editura Humanitas,

Bucuresti, 2001

55. LOSSKY, Vladimir, Introducere in Teologia Ortodoxd, Editura Enciclopedica,

Bucuresti, 1993.

18

—
| —



56. MARION, Jean-Luc, Crucea vizibilului, Editura Deisis, Sibiu, 2000.

57. MAYER, Jean-Francois, internet et Religion, colectia RELIGIOSCOPE, Fribourg
2008.

58. MCLUHAN, Marshall, Galaxia Gutenberg. Omul §i era tiparului, Editura Politica,
Bucuresti, 1975.

59. MITU, Bogdan, CRISU, Dan, internet & World Wide Web, Editura Tehnica,
Bucuresti, 2000.

60. NELLAS, Panayotis, Omul animal indumnezeit, Editura Deisis, Sibiu, 1996.

61. PETCU, Marian, Sociologia mass-media, Editura Dacia, Cluj-Napoca, 2002.

62. PETRARU, Pr. Gheorghe, Misiologie ortodoxa. 1. Revelatia divind §i misiunea
Bisericii, Editura Panfilius, lasi, 2002.

63. PETRARU, Pr. Gheorghe, Ortodoxie si prozelitism, Trinitas, Editura Mitropoliei
Moldovei si Bucovinei, 2000.

64. PETRARU, Pr. Gheorghe, Teologie Fundamentala si Misionard. Ecumenism, Ed.
Performantica, Iasi, 2006.

65. POPA, Gheorghe-Cristian, Preotul — misionar in areopagul mediatic. Mijloace
moderne de comunicare in pastoratia ortodoxa, Editura Cuvantul Vietii, Bucuresti, 2013.

66. POPESCU, Pr. Dumitru, Hristos, Biserica, Societate, EI1.B.M.B.O.R., Bucuresti,
1998.

67. POPESCU, Teodor M., Biserica marturisitoare, Editura Credinta noastra, Bucuresti,
1995.

68. POPESCU, Teodor M., Misiunea Bisericii intr-o lume secularizata, Editura Sfintei
Arhiepiscopii a Bucurestilor, Bucuresti, 2004.

69. POPESCU, Teodor M., Teologie si Cultura, E.1.B.M.B.O.R., Bucuresti, 1993.

70. SCHMEMANN, Alexander, Biserica, lume, misiune, Editura Reintregirea, Alba lulia,
2006.

71. STANILOAE, Pr. Dumitru, Chipul nemuritor al lui Dumnezeu, Editura Mitropoliei
Olteniei, Craiova, 1987.

72. STANILOAE, Pr. Dumitru, lisus Hristos sau restaurarea omului, Editia a II-a, Editura

Omniscop, Craiova, 1993.

19

—
| —



73. STANILOAE, Pr. Dumitru, Teologia Dogmatica Ortodoxd, Editura Institutului Biblic
si de Misiune al Bisericii Ortodoxe Romane, vol. I, Bucuresti, 1978.

74. STANILOAE, Pr. Dumitru, Teologia Dogmaticd Ortodoxd, Editura Institutului Biblic
si de Misiune al Bisericii Ortodoxe Romane, vol. II, Bucuresti, 2003.

75. STOVER, Mark (ed.), Theological librarians and the internet: implications for
practice, Binghamton, NY : Haworth Information Press, 2001.

76. STRATFORD, Tim, Liturgy and technology, Cambridge: Grove Books, 1999

77. TESU, Pr. loan Cristinel, Omul-Taina Teologica, Editura Christiana, Bucuresti, 2002

78. VIDICAN-MANCI, Pr. Liviu, Propovaduirea Evangheliei in era digitala, Presa
Universitard Clujeana, 2020.

79. WERTHEIM, Margaret, Pearly gates of cyberspace: a history of space from Dante to
the internet, London: Virago, 2000.

80. YANNOULATOS, fAnastasios, Ortodoxia si problemele lumii contemporane, Editura
Bizantina, Bucuresti, 2003.

81. ZALESKI, Jeff, The soul of cyberspace: how new technology is changing our spiritual
lives, San Francisco: HarperEdge, 1997.

82. ZOLLER, Wolfgang, Cdnd imaginea suprima cuvdntul, Editura Agape, 1998.

Studies:

83. *** Manifestul tehnorealist”, in Secolul 20, Nr. 4-9 / 2000.

84. BALAN, fNicolae, ,Despre cibernetici”, in Mitropolia Ardealului, nr. 9 -19/1960.

85. ANDREESCU, Liviu, ,,Intelectualii fata in fata cu Revolutia Digitald”, in Secolul 20,
Nr. 4-9 / 2000.

86. BEL, Pr. Valer, ,,Missio Dei”, in Misiunea Bisericii in Sfdnta Scriptura si in Bisericd,
CHIRILA, Pr. Toan (coord.), Editura Renasterea, Cluj-Napoca, 2006

87. BEL, Pr. Valer, ,,Misiunea sociald a Bisericii in contextul globalizarii”, in Biserica si
multiculturalitate in Europa sfarsitului de mileniu, Presa Universitara Clujeana, Cluj-Napoca,
2001, pp. 43-77.

88. BEL, Pr. Valer, ,,Participarea mirenilor la misiunea Bisericii”, in Studia UBB, anul
XLVI (2001), nr. 1-2.

89. BRIA, Pr. lon, ,,Biserica si Liturghia”, in Ortodoxia XXXIV, (1982), nr. 2, p. 481-491.

20

—
| —



90. BRIA, Pr. Ion, ,, Dimensiunea hristologica a iconomiei mantuirii”, in Ortodoxia, 35
(1983), p. 236-244

91. CLEMENT, Olivier, ,,A marturisi intr-o societate secularizatd”, in Contacts, nr.
144/1988.

92. COMAN, Pr. Constantin, ,,Duhul misionar al Ortodoxiei”, in vol. Biserica Tn misiune.
Patriarhia Romdna la ceas aniversar, Editura Institutului Biblic si de Misiune Ortodoxa,
Bucuresti, 2005.

93. DAIANU, Daniel, ,,Cat de noui este <<noua economie>>?" in Secolul 20, Nr. 4-9 /
2000.

94. ERETESCU, Constantin, ,,Civilizatia umbrelor”, in Secolul 20, Nr. 4-9 / 2000.

95. FLORESCU, Pr. Marius, , Misiunea Bisericii astdzi ”, in Tnvierea, publicatic editati de
Arhiepiscopia Ortodoxa Romana a Timisoarei, anul XX, nr. 19 (469), 2009

96. GAURON, Andre, ,,Era numerica”, in Lettre Internationale, Editia romana, primavara,
1996.

97. HIMCINSCHI, Pr. Mihai, ,,Secularizarea - o problema contemporana”, in Revista
Teologica, 93 (2011), nr. 2, p. 121-132

98. ICA jr., arhid. loan I., ,Provocarea globalizirii: mutatia umanului”, In Bisericd si
multiculturalitate in Europa sfarsitului de mileniu, Editura Presa Universitara Clujeand, Cluj-
Napoca 2001.

99. KUHNS,William, ,,Cartea izvoarelor lui McLuhan”, in Mass-media sau mediul
invizibil, Editura Nemira, Bucuresti, 1997.

100.KUNDERA, Milan, ,,Incetineala”, in Lettre Internationale, Editia roména, primavara
1996.

101.MANOLESCU, Ion, , Literatura in matrice”, in Secolul 20, nr. 4-9/2000.

102.MCLUHAN, Marshall, ,,intelegerea mijloacelor”, in Mass-media sau mediul invizibil,
Editura Nemira, Bucuresti, 1997.

103.0RLANDA, Irina, ,,Dependenta de Internet, o noua tulburare psihica? (Un model al
psihopatologiei dependentei de Internet in patru factori)”, in Ziua, 30 noiembrie, 2002.

104.PENROSE, Roger, ,,De ce este nevoie de o noud fizica pentru intelegerea mintii”, in
Ce este viata? Urmatorii 50 ani. Speculatii privind viitorul biologiei, Michael P. MURPHY si
Luke J. O’NEILL (coord.), Editura Tehnica, Bucuresti, 1999.

21

—
| —



105.POPESCU, Teodor M., ,, Transfigurare si secularizare. Misiunea Bisericii intr-0 lume
secularizata”, in Studii Teologice, seria a ll-a, anul XLVI, nr. 1-3, ianuarie-aprilie 1994, pag.
35-42.

106.SASARMAN, Gheorghe, ,,O feerie cu vocatie apocaliptica”, in Secolul 20, nr. 4-
9/2000.

107.SIMA, Pr. Gheorghe, ,,Om trupesc si om duhovnicesc”, in Studii Teologice, nr. 3-
4/2001.

108.STANILOAE, Pr. Dumitru, ,,Comunitate prin iubire”, in Ortodoxia, an. XV, 1963, nr.
1, pp. 52-70.

109.STANILOAE, Pr. Dumitru, ,,Locasul bisericesc propriu-zis, cerul pe pimant sau
centrul liturgic al creatiei”, Tn Mitropolia Banatului, an. XXXI, 1981, nr.4-6, pp.277-307.

110.VASSILIADIS, Petros, ,Theological foundations of mission: An orthodox
perspective”, in Petros VASSILIADIS (ed), Orthodox Perspectives on Mission, Regnum
Edinburgh Centenary Series, vol. 17, Oxford, 2013.

111.YANNOULATOS, tAnastasios, ,,Misiune la modul lui Hristos: ,,Faca-se voia Ta!”,
Raport introductiv la cea de-a X-a Conferinta Mondiala a miscarii ,,Misiune si Evanghelizare,
San Antonio (Texas)” 22 mai — 1 iunie 1990, trad. pr. Ioan ICA, in Revista T eologica, an |,
1991, nr. 3, pp. 87-96.

Online sources:

112.***  Morala si Internetul, document al Consiliului pontifical, https://www.vatican.va/
roman_curia/pontifical_councils/pccs/documents/rc_pc_pccs_doc_ 20020228 _ethics-
internet_en.html, 10.06.2018

113.ANN, Weinstone, Welcome To The Pharmacy: Addiction, Transcendence and Virtual
Reality, http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/diacritics/v027/27.3weinstone.html, 11.09.2020

114, BAUWENS, Michel, The Spiritual Cyborg, https://www.cybersociology.com
[files/7_erikdavis_html.html, 15.03.2021

115.BOUWENS, Michael, ROSSI, Father Vincent, Religion Online and Tehno-
Spiritualism. Dialogue on the Ciber-Sacred and the Relationship Between Tehnological and
Spiritual  Developement,  https://www.cybersociology.com/  files/7_bauwensrossi.html,
16.10.2020

22

—
| —


https://www.vatican.va/%20roman_curia/pontifical_councils/pccs/documents/rc_pc_pccs_doc_20020228_ethics-internet_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/%20roman_curia/pontifical_councils/pccs/documents/rc_pc_pccs_doc_20020228_ethics-internet_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/%20roman_curia/pontifical_councils/pccs/documents/rc_pc_pccs_doc_20020228_ethics-internet_en.html
http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/diacritics/v027/27.3weinstone.html
https://www.cybersociology.com/%20files/7_bauwensrossi.html

116.CACCAMO, James, Let Me Put It Another Way: Communication Technology and the
Shape of the Liturgy, in ,LLiturgy”, 28 (3), 7-16, 2013,
https://www.academia.edu/4511582/Let_Me_Put_It_Another_Way_Communication_Technol
ogy_and_the Shape_of the_Liturgy, 19.01.2021

117. MCDONALD, Hugh, Ascetism and the electronic media. Technophilia and
technophobia in the perspective of Christian philosophy,
http://projects.chass.utoronto.ca/mcluhan-studies/vl_iss4/1_4art3.htm, 13.11.2020

118.NISTEA, Pr. lulian, Internetul: tendinte, pastoratie, https://www.nistea.com
/blog/2011/09/19/internetul-tendinte-si-pastoratie/, 08.02.2021

119.PAUL AL II-LEA, Papa loan, Internet: A New Forum for Proclaiming the Gospel,
mesaj cu ocazia celei de-a XXXVI-a aniversari a Zilei Mondiale a Comunicatiilor,
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/messages/communications/documents/hf_jp-
ii_mes_20020122_world-communications-day.html, 10.06.2018.

120.POP, Pr. Ilonut-Marcel, Fenomenul internet. O abordare religios-morala,
https://www.nistea.com/media/internet /pop_internet/cuprins.htm, 20.02.2021

121.SULER, John, ,,The Basic Psychological Features of Cyberspace”, in Psycology of
Cyberspace, http://truecenterpublishing.com/psycyber/psycyber.html, 10.01.2021

122. SULER, John, ,The Desinhibition Effect”, in  Psycology of Cyberspace,
http://truecenterpublishing.com/psycyber/psycyber.html, 10.01.2021

123.SULER, John, ,,To Get What You Need. Healthy And Patological Internet Use”, in
Psycology  of  Cyberspace, http://truecenterpublishing.com/psycyber/psycyber.html,
10.01.2021

124 TAYLOR, James, Editing for the Electronic Age, http://projects.
chass.utoronto.ca/mcluhan-studies/vl _iss2/1 2art3.htm, 10.06.2019
YANNOULATOS, fAnastasios, Scopul §i motivul misiunii, 1n ,Porunca iubirii”,
https://poruncaiubirii.agaton.ro/ articol/74/scopul-%C5%9Fi-motivul-misiunii-
merg%C3%A2nd-%C3%AENv%C4%83%C5%A3a%C5%A3i-toate-neamurile, 20.02.2021

23

—
| —


https://www.academia.edu/4511582/Let_Me_Put_It_Another_Way_Communication_Technology_and_the_Shape_of_the_Liturgy
https://www.academia.edu/4511582/Let_Me_Put_It_Another_Way_Communication_Technology_and_the_Shape_of_the_Liturgy
http://projects.chass.utoronto.ca/mcluhan-studies/v1_iss4/1_4art3.htm
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/messages/communications/documents/hf_jp-ii_mes_20020122_world-communications-day.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/messages/communications/documents/hf_jp-ii_mes_20020122_world-communications-day.html
https://www.nistea.com/media/internet%20/pop_internet/cuprins.htm
http://truecenterpublishing.com/psycyber/psycyber.html
http://truecenterpublishing.com/psycyber/psycyber.html
http://truecenterpublishing.com/psycyber/psycyber.html
https://poruncaiubirii.agaton.ro/%20articol/74/scopul-%C5%9Fi-motivul-misiunii-merg%C3%A2nd-%C3%AEnv%C4%83%C5%A3a%C5%A3i-toate-neamurile
https://poruncaiubirii.agaton.ro/%20articol/74/scopul-%C5%9Fi-motivul-misiunii-merg%C3%A2nd-%C3%AEnv%C4%83%C5%A3a%C5%A3i-toate-neamurile

