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INTRODUCTION

Throughout its more than nine hundred-year history, the Johannite Knights sought to
fulfill two main tasks. One was to protect the faith, the other was to help those in need.

The protection of the faith became especially evident during the Crusades. In the
struggles for Christian holy places, the well-organized Johannite armies with excellent
military training were always at the forefront of the battles. At the same time, they
provided protection on the pilgrimage routes for Christian pilgrims.

Hospitals were set up to help the fallen and those in need, and tired or sick pilgrims
were fed and cared for on the way.

These two main tasks were also exercised when they were no longer directly on the
Holy Land, but were settled first in Cyprus and then in Rhodes and finally on the island of
Malta. Along the Mediterranean shipping lanes, they fulfilled protection tasks for those
who wanted to approach the pilgrimage sites by sea. They were masters of navigation,
designing and building excellent ships. Already on the Holy Land, entire castle systems
were built, and almost impregnable forts were established on the islands.

Even in the territory of the Hungarian kingdom, all the way to the disaster in
Mohécs, where they fought hard for the king, the defense of the faith was against the
spread of Islam, in the defense of Christianity.

The Reformation also had an impact on the Johannite Knights, which led to the
formation of a community of Protestant Johannite Knights. The original name was carried
on by the Protestants and is still known today as the Order of Johannite Knights. Roman
Catholics kept the name they took during their stay in Malta and are still known as the
Order of Malta.

The Hungarian Johannites initially belonged to the Italian provincial community then
to the German Ballei Brandenburg.

The decline of the Ottoman Empire led to the reconquest and liberation of the
territories occupied until then, and the first task of the knighthood seemed to have become
obsolete, as Islam no longer posed a threat to the Christian faith.

The “wooden yoke was replaced by the iron yoke”, following the Turkish era in
Hungary came the Austrian era. Although the Turks plundered Hungary, they took their

young ones Janissaries, but they did not want to take away either the faith or the Hungarian



language. The Austrian rule did everything it could to make being a Protestant impossible
and to replace the Hungarian language with the German one by force.

In this situation, the Hungarian orders tried to oppose the austerity decrees from
Vienna with a policy of grievance, but in the first quarter of the 19th century there were
already reform ideas that led to the dethronement of the Habsburg House in Hungary by
the middle of the century.

The defeat of the Revolution and War of Independence in 1848-49 was followed by
terrible retaliation. Protestant churches were held responsible for what happened in
Hungary. In the time of crisis, which lasted until the Compromise of 1867, among the
outstanding personalities in the struggle against absolutism, the dissertation explores the
struggle of those who became members of the Ballei Brandenburg German Johannite
Knights during this struggle. On the one hand, the German Johannites recognized the
courageous stand for the Protestant Church, and on the other hand, they sought to provide
international protection for the Hungarian Protestants admitted to the Knighthood.

THE PURPOSE OF THE RESEARCH

After the defeat of the War of Independence, until the Compromise, the victors
sought to take measures that would fundamentally shake the Hungarian kingdom and the
world order in Hungary with the undeniable goal of incorporating Hungary into the
Habsburg Empire.

The ruler concentrated the power in his own hands and did not allow even the
appearance of a constitution. Historiography calls this a neo-absolutist system of rule, that
is, open dictatorship.

The reorganization of the public administration abolished the previous county system
and divided Hungary into five large military districts, with centers in Pest, Pozsony, Kassa,
Nagyvarad and Sopron.

German was made compulsory as the unified language of administration. The
language of instruction in schools also became German. There was open Germanization.

Hungarian customary law was removed from the judiciary system and replaced by

the Austrian Penal and Civil Code.



The leaders of the Protestant churches, especially the superintendents and overseers
of the Lutheran Church, were removed from office. Administrators were sent to replace
them. Protestant churches were to be reorganized on a patent basis along imperial interests.

These are just a few of the many measures that have weighed on Hungarians who
tried to resist the measures in the years following the defeat of the War of Independence.
The period until the compromise is called the period of passive resistance in
historiography.

The aim of the dissertation is to show that even during the period of passive
resistance there were those who tried to find the modus vivendi during the period of
oppression and were able to actively fight for the self-determination of the Hungarian

nation and the Protestant Church.

STRUCTURE OF THE DISSERTATION

The dissertation consists of five chapters, not including the chapters entitled
Conclusions, Appendix, and References.

Chapter I. explores the life and work during the Age of Reform, the Revolution and
the War of Independence of Baron Gabor Pronay, the first Hungarian Johannite knight
inaugurated during the period of absolutism, and presents the activities in the wake of
retaliation and church struggles of the aristocrat that appeared before a court-martial after
the defeat of the War of Independence. Although he was acquitted after a lengthy
investigation, political public life became closed to him.

Although he could have retired to his rural estate, as so many nobles did after the
defeat of the War of Independence, he still moved to Pest, where he organized, mobilized,
founded associations and societies in the field of culture, embraced, fed and treated
children in need. Pronay's house in Pest became the center of economic and artistic
movements in the 1850s.

In the meantime, he also monitored the foreign press and he himself wrote as well,
sometimes aliased or unnamed as a precaution, articles and pamphlets, in which he

revealed the situation in Hungary to the foreign world. As a patron of Hungarian painters,



he invited them to present the country in genre paintings, which he then edited in a book
and published in several languages, which won him the favor of the abroad.

At the time of the patent, he presented the situation of the Protestant churches in
Hungary in a leaflet. He went to the emperor in order to preserve the autonomy of the
church on behalf of the Protestant churches in Hungary. After the revocation of the patent,
Pronay was elected universal overseer of the Lutheran Church. In recognition of the
protection of the faith and the embrace of the needy, the Prussian Johannite Knighthood
inaugurated him in 1854 as a Knight of Honor and then in 1858 as a Judiciary Knight.

Chapter I1. wraps up the life of Baron Antal Radvanszky, who was one of the
outstanding leaders in the fight against the Protestant patent.

Radvanszky also belonged to the contemporary elite group due to his origins, an
aristocrat who used his knowledge, connections, and wealth to defend his homeland and
the Protestant Church throughout his career.

Already at the beginning of the reform period, he took a strong stand against the
misconduct of mixed marriages at the county assemblies in Z6lyom. In the interests of the
autonomy of the county, he proposed that higher orders which did not coincide with the
resolutions passed by the Parliament in 1790-91 concerning the churches should be
rejected.

After 1849, he was also interned in Pest, where his role in the revolution was
investigated for months, and then he was released home with the condition of having to
appear monthly before the police and give an account of his activities.

In 1856 he informed the Prussian Johannite Knights about the difficult situation in
Hungary by letter.

At the time of the Protestant patent, he was one of those who spoke and organized
openly against the patent. He was therefore ordered to be investigated and then sent to
Pozsony to be judged. The road led through Pest, where a plan for the revocation of the
patent and the release of those persecuted for the patent was drawn up together with the
military and civilian governor of Hungary, the Lutheran Lajos Benedek.

After the revocation of the patent, Radvanszky became the lord lieutenant of Z6lyom
County, and was elected to be the universal overseer by the National Lutheran Church.

Radvanszky's work was hampered by the Pan-Slavic movement in Upper Hungary,
which caused him many headaches on the ecclesiastical and ethnic lines.

He was inaugurated as a knight by the Prussian Johannites in 1858 in recognition of

his struggle for religious freedom and the autonomy of the Protestant Church.
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Chapter 111 provides an insight into the process of scientific life unfolding in
Hungary in the 19th century through the life and career of Agoston Kubinyi.

Agoston Kubinyi, unlike his brother Ferenc, lived more for science. He was less
attracted to politics, although he could not completely withdraw from it.

He inherited his passion for the natural sciences from his father, who himself was
very zealous about botany and geology. His excellent teachers paved his way towards the
sciences.

The nobility usually played a role in the administration of the county, so Agoston
Kubinyi also became the deputy notary of Ndograd county after completing his studies. At
the dawn of the Age of Reform, Ndograd County was one of the most rugged counties,
protesting vigorously against the forcible collection of taxes and the introduction of new
ones, and called on other counties to do the same. In order to break the resistance and show
benevolence, King Francis | convened the parliament in 1825, in which Agoston Kubinyi
also participated as a delegate. He was greatly influenced by Istvdn Széchenyi, who
proposed to this Hungarian Parliament the establishment of the Hungarian Society of
Scientists, later the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. Decisions were also made regarding
the use of the Hungarian language, which Agoston Kubinyi as the school supervisor of the
Lutheran deanship of NAgrad, tried to apply in the schools of the county. With his work,
which, in addition to assessing the condition of the county's schools, also formulated
practical proposals for improving public education, he greatly assisted the work of the
NoOgrad National Institute. He not only found the shortcomings, but he also bought
textbooks for the schools at his own expense, and in the winter provided footwear for the
children who could not go to school due to a lack of shoes.

In 1841, Agoston Kubinyi developed the structure and then the statutes of the
Hungarian Society of Physicians and Naturalists, which then functioned as a traveling
assembly in different locations in Hungary or Transylvania each year, greatly contributing
to the dissemination of various sciences. He became an organizer of scientific life in
Hungary. He organized and directed the Hungarian Natural Science Society, the Hungarian
Geological Society and was usually present at the birth of all cultural and scientific
initiatives.

In 1843, palatine Jozsef appointed Agoston Kubinyi as the director of the Hungarian
National Museum, which he held until his retirement. During the Revolution and the War
of Independence, he put all his knowledge to the preservation of the museum building and

its treasures. After the defeat of the War of Independence, he resigned his position as
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director, but due to his professional qualifications and as a result of his absence from
politics, he was able to continue organizing and managing the museum in a short time. His
work has been recognized not only in Hungary but also abroad and has received numerous
awards.

In 1859, the Prussian Johannites accepted Agoston Kubinyi as a Knight of Honor. A
scholar who loved his church and bowed to the fallen, was honored this way.

Chapter 1V reveals the development of the Slovak ethnic movement in Upper
Hungary through the career of Marton Szentivanyi, which also caused confusion in the
Hungarian Lutheran Church. The title of the chapter also includes the issue of multiple
identities, as Szentivanyi was a slovak native-speaking Hungarian aristocrat at the head of
Lipté County which was considered to be the most Slovak county.

Through the Slovak self-education circles that unfolded during the Age of Reform,
the Slovak influence in the Lutheran Church became so strong that the Hungarian Lutheran
Church saw in the union with the Reformed Church the counterbalancing of the Slovak
power. However, this attempt failed, due in part to vehement Slovak resistance.

In the chapter, we also encounter the theological trends prevailing in the Lutheran
Church, which have left their mark on the behavior of individual actors in political and
ethnic struggles.

The resolutions of the National Assembly in favor of the Hungarian language, on
which the Lutheran Church also relied, pushed the leaders of the Slovaks towards even
more radicalization, who attacked Hungary with weapons during the War of Independence,
led by two Slovak Lutheran pastors.

It was not easy for Szentivanyi to strike a balance between the interests of the
country, the national interest and the interests of the church in the county administration as
a notary, chief judge, chief notary, member of parliament, then chief and supervisor in the
Slovak-speaking Lutheran Church.

After the defeat of the War of Independence, the leaders of the Slovak national
movement had to experience that the Habsburg Empire had no interest in giving autonomy
to minorities.

The Lutheran Church found itself in a very difficult situation after the defeat of the
War of Independence. Its church and secular leaders were replaced and imprisoned. A new
district division was prescribed, intended to be merged into the churches of the empire by a
bill. The dissertation explains in detail the bill developed for the Protestant churches and

then the open command, the fight against the patent, in which Szentivanyi also took part.
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He was therefore remanded in custody and sentenced to prison. His standing in defense of
the faith deserved him to be inaugurated in 1862 by the Prussian Johannite Knights.

As a result of the fight against the patent, the provisions of the patent were eventually
made no longer binding on the Protestant churches. But the harassment of the patent
churches and their forcing them back into the old order were banned. This caused
confusion in the Hungarian Lutheran Church for some time.

Szentivanyi's fight for the autonomy of the church made him popular so he was
elected as overseer of the Evangelical Episcopate hence the Danube.

After the compromise, Szentivanyi was appointed lord lieutenant of Liptd County.
For Szentivanyi, the Hungarian-Slovak-Protestant identities represented the path of a
policy of balance, the only way forward for the preservation of peace in the administration
and the church.

Chapter V is briefly about the ideological development of the Knights' Order, the
formation and organizational structure of the Johannite Order of Knights.

As a result of the Reformation, part of the Knights became Protestant, primarily in
German territory, and a German Protestant province was established as Ballei
Brandenburg. The chapter also discusses the crisis years of the history of the Prussian
Johannites, their dissolution and the history of their rebirth.

The chapter tells in a few sentences about the short career of Baron Alfonz Nyary,
who was too young to take part in the Revolutionary War and the struggle of the Church.
Nyary was inaugurated as a knight at the age of 24 in 1865 at the suggestion of his
maternal uncle, Agoston Kubinyi, which shows that the Hungarian Johannites wanted to
involve the younger generation among the knights in order to ensure continuity. Nyary,

however, passed away at the age of thirty.
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THESIS HYPOTHESIS

It seems from the history of the Johannite Knights, that as they became
geographically farther and farther away from the pilgrimage sites of the Holy Land, one of
the aims of the Knights, the protection of the faith, seemed to become lost. Until then,
Christianity was defended against Islam.

The hypothesis of the dissertation states that the Johannite activity in the defense of
the faith did not cease, but was revalued and strongly demonstrated throughout history,
more specifically in the 19th century between the Ages of Reform and Compromise, for
the equality of churches, freedom of religion and ecclesiastical autonomy.

CONCLUSIONS

If we look at the map showing the counties of the Hungarian Kingdom, it is
immediately apparent that the first Hungarian Johannites, inaugurated in the 19th century
until the Compromise, come from a very narrow geographical area. This region is the
Highlands, Upper Hungary, where the counties of Négrad, Hont, Zélyom, Lipté and Turdc,
Trencsén and Arva formed their area of origin and activity.

In these counties, the dominant language of the population was Slovak. The
Hungarian Johannite knights in the dissertation were Slovak native speakers. Some even
wrote poems in Slovak.

In terms of their origin, they all belonged to the Hungarian aristocracy.
Consequently, the habitus of each dictated a shift in the direction of one or the other
identity. Many other factors also contributed to the fact that one worked hard to repress
Pan-Slavism, the other tacitly tolerated the Slovak organization in his county, or ruled out
the source of conflict from dual identities and lived for the sciences, where scholars,
according to Humboldtist formulations are all brothers.

Those in the dissertation share one thing in common consistently. And this is their
unquestionable love and affection for the Lutheran Church, for which some of them have
been deported and imprisoned.

We also note that although the Johannite Order was originally an ecclesiastical order,

the first Hungarian Johannite knights inaugurated in the 19th century were all secular.
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(presbyterian in nature). Given the careers of the aforementioned, we can safely say that
they became Johannite Knights not only because they could prove their noble descent, but
were also initiated into knighthood by the many noble deeds they performed for church
equality, religious freedom, and ecclesiastical autonomy the philanthropic mercy with
which they bowed down to those in need and helped where they could.

We can state that the first Hungarian Johannites in the 19th century, during the
struggle between the Age of Reform and the Compromise, stood their ground fairly until
the end of their lives. Their career confirms the hypothesis of the dissertation by the fight
of the first Hungarian Johannites for the faith, religious freedom and ecclesiastical

autonomy in the 19th century.
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http://www.rubicon.hu/magyar/oldalak/1859_majus_20_jellasics_halala/
http://www.rubicon.hu/magyar/oldalak/1859_majus_20_jellasics_halala/
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11.

12.

13.

14.

A magyarhoni agostai hitvallast evangelikusok négy egyhazkerllete 1861-dik évi
augusztus 28-dik s kovetkezO napjain Pesten tartatott egyetemes egyhazi

kozgytlésének  jegyOkonyve:  https://library.hungaricana.hu/en/collection/edt eol

evangelikus_kozgyulesi_jegyzokonyvek/ A letdltés ideje 2020. jalius 23.

A Biblio.com aukciés oldalan Pronay konyve: https://www.biblio.com/book/
skizzen-volksleben-ungarn-funf-zwanzig-gemalten/d/502060769?dcx=50206076

9 A letdltés ideje 2020. julius 30.

1844. évi Ill. Torvénycikk a valldés dolgaban: https://net.jogtar.hu/ezer-ev-
torveny?docid=84400003.TV&searchUrl=/ezer-ev-torvenyei%3Fpagenum%3D2

7 A letoltés ideje 2020. augusztus 2.

1844. ¢évi II. torvénycikk a magyar nyelv €és nemzetiségrol https://net.jogtar.hu/

ezer-ev-torveny?docid=84400002. TV &searchUrl=/ezer-ev-torvenyei%3Fpage
num%3D27 A letdltés ideje 2020. augusztus 4.

Szotari magyarazat: http://nagyszotar.nytud.hu/dictsearch.html?entryid=6544 A letoltés
ideje 2020. julius 11.

1868. évi  XLIV. torvénycikka nemzetiségi  egyenjoglsag  targyaban:
https://net.jogtar.hu/getpdf?docid=86800044.TV &targetdate=&printTitle=1868.+%C3
%AVI+XLIV.+t%C3%B6rv%C3%A9nycikk&referer=1000ev A letdltés ideje 2020.

augusztus 12.

DEMMEL Jozsef: ,,Egy jo fdispannak csibukozni kell és nem avatkozni semmibe”:
http://real.mtak.hu/40991/1/demmel_vegyesbizottsag.pdf A letdltés ideje 2020.

augusztus 9.

1848. eévi XX. Torvénycikk a vallas dolgaban: https://net.jogtar.hu/ezer-ev-
torveny?docid=84800020.TV &searchUrl=/ezer-ev-torvenyei%3Fpagenum%3D2
7 A letoltés ideje 2020. augusztus 16.

Johannes Gutenberg: https://www.typolexikon.de/gutenberg-johannes/ A letdltés ideje
2021. januér 22.

Kossuth és a Pesti Hirlap: https://www.arcanum.hu/hu/online-kiadvanyok/

SajtoTortenet-a-magyar-sajto-tortenete-1/a-magqyar-sajto-tortenete-i-17051848-2D87/a-

negyvenes-evek-folyoirat-es-hirlapirodalma-a-forradalomig-89B/kossuth-es-a-pesti-

hirlap-9DD/ A letdltes ideje 2021. januar 28.
DEBRECZENI-DROPPAN Béla: 4 250 éve sziiletett Alexander von Humboldt emlékmiive a

Muzeumkertben: https://magyarmuzeumok.hu/cikk/a-250-eve-szuletett-alexander-von-

humboldt-emlekmuve-a-muzeumkertben A letdltés ideje 2021. januar 24.
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25.

. BOLONI Farkas Sandor: UTAZAS ESZAK-AMERIKABAN: https://mek.oszk.hu
/00600/00618/00618.htm#24 A letdltés ideje 2021. januér 27.
.A magyar nemzet flggetlenségi nyilatkozata: http://mek.niif.nu/04800/04834/
html/kossuth0083/kossuth0083.html A letdltés ideje 2021. januar 27.
Amerikai  Kossuth  érme:  https://www.ebay.com/itm/1851-Louis-Kossuth-The-
Washington-of-Hungary-United-States-Souvenir-Token/174561706010?hash=
item28a4b0401a:0:goAAAOSWMEXe2SGS A letdltes ideje 2021. januar 27.
DEBRECZENI-DROPPAN Béla: Muzeumkerti kalauz. https://www.geni.com/people/
Antal-J%C3%B3zsef-Batthy%C3%Alny-Strattmann-de-N%C3%A9met%C3%B
Ajv%C3%A1r-GR/6000000016677069267 A letdltés ideje 2021. januar 22.
1836. évi XXXVII. torvénycikk a Nemzeti Muzeumrdl: https://net.jogtar.hu
/getpdf?docid=83600037.TV &targetdate=&printTitle=1836.+%C3%A9Vvi+XXXVII.+t
%C3%B6rv%C3%A9nycikk&referer=1000ev A letdltés ideje 2021. januar 22.
MATRAY Gabor: Pyrker-képtar: https://books.google.ro/books?id=RiIVXAAAACA
AJ&pg=PA21&Ipg=PA21&dqg=pyrker+k%C3%A9pt%C3%Alr&source=bl&ots=GW
XKLOgNX&sig=ACfU3U1fN6DL0O5yCx9Q3_16UCZcp4UxN2Q&hl=hu&sa=X&ved
=2ahUKEwjzjPHb3vPUAhWKohQKHdgMAWKQ6AEWDHOECBAQAW#V=0nepage
&q=pyrker%20k%C3%A9Ipt%C3%Alr&f=false A letdltés ideje 2021. januér 28.
1840. évi VI. Torvénycikk a magyar nyelvrél: https://net.jogtar.hu/ezer-ev-
torveny?docid=84000006.TV&searchUrl=/ezertorvenyei%3Fpagenum%3D27 A
letdltés ideje 2021. februar 12.
TELEPOCZKI Marta: Ha a  hitvallas maga is  bibliamagyarazat.

https://reformatus.hu/egyhazunk/hirek/ha-a-hitvallas-maga-is-bibliamagyarazat/ A
letOltés ideje 2021. februar 7.

LADANYI Gébor: A német egység szerepe a ,,magyar kérdés” megitélésében 1848
tavaszan. https://ujkor.hu/content/nemet-egyseq-szerepe-magyar-kerdes-meqitel
eseben-1848-tavaszan A letoltés ideje 2021. februar 23.

1848. ¢évi IX. torvénycikk bevezetd mondata az Urbérrel kapcsolatban:
https://net.jogtar.hu/ezer-ev-torveny?docid=84800009.TV &searchUrl=/ezer-ev-
torvenyei%3Fpagenum%3D27 A letdltés ideje 2012. februar 23.

Dunannineni kozgytlési jegyzOkonyvek 1845-1848, Hurban és Hodzsa egyhazi

megfenyitése: https://library.hungaricana.hu/hu/view/Dunaninneni_1845_1848/?
pg=34&layout=I A letoltés ideje 2021. februar 24.
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26. Szucs Jend megfogalmazasa a tobbes identitasrol. https://regi.tankonyvtar.hu/
hu/tartalom/tamop425/2011 0001 519 40137/ch07s17.html A letdltés ideje 2021.
februar 25.

27. DEAK Ferenc: Adalék a magyar kozjoghoz: https://www.arcanum.hu/hu/online-

kiadvanyok/Deak-deak-ferenc-munkai-8751/adalek-a-magyar-kozjoghoz-8DB7/
otodik-fejezet-114/ A letdltés ideje 2021 &prilis 2.

28. ZAvoDszKY Géza: Habsburg—magyar kiegyezések: http://www.folyoirat.tortenelem
tanitas.hu/2017/10/zavodszky-geza-habsburg-magyar-kiegyezesek-08-01-02/ A letéltés
ideje 2021. aprilis 2.

29. 1Il.  Frigyes Vilmos kiralyi Johannita rendet alapit: https://ordensmuseum.de/

Ordensstatuten/preusen/johanniter-orden/ A letoltés ideje 2021. aprilis 6.
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