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Motivation for the choice of the subject for the present thesis :

The present thesis is focused on the conversational philosophy of the American thinker
Richard Rorty — a radical turn (a genuine revolution, we may say even) — that shook the
foundations of the traditional metaphysical philosophy. Rorty’s extremely original contribution
regards the reformation (the revitalization) of the philosophical field of activity whose popularity

and importance has diminished in the last century.

In an interview Richard Rorty affirmed that if the German idealists had raised philosophy to
the status of a ,.candidate for the leadership of culture”', today it has become just one more
academic discipline among many others, captive in a vicious circle of theories and of ideas

which no longer resonate with the current cultural scenery.

We live in a tense moment in the history of philosophy, when internal movements of society
have generated restructurings of paradigms and doctrines, as well as intense critic which ended
with the contesting of the very necessity of philosophy (especially in its traditional form) as a
field of activity. Richard Rorty restructures and redefines philosophy as ,,Humanities” — a
domain with an interdisciplinary character which surpasses the philosophical impasses produced
by the traditional metaphysics and epistemology and which opts for a general reorientation

towards literature and towards literary criticism. The themes Rorty approached in his work are

' From Philosophy to Post-Philosophy: An interview with Richard Rorty. Conducted by Wayne Hudson and Wim
van Reijn” in The Rorty reader edited by Christopher. J. Voparil and Richard J. Bernstein, Wiley-Blackwell, A John
Willey & Sons, Ltd., Publication, 2010, p. 495.



varied, actual and of major relevance within the larger cultural and implicitly philosophical
frame. Considering all this, we have chosen as subject of the present thesis one particular aspect
from the rortian universe, that which refers to language. Our interest gravitates most especially
around the notion of conversational philosophy, however, in order to create a more
comprehensive image of it we will treat linguistic, social and literary aspects as well, although

constantly remaining in direct connection with the center which is the conversational philosophy.

During centuries of investigations, analysis and rigorous observations the philosophical
community’s intention was to attain relevant and clarifying answers to questions of great
importance referring to the human nature, to truth, good, and to the relation object and subject, to
the relation between the inner and the outer world of the individual, and of course to many more.
Declared the science of knowledge, philosophy had suffered multiple reorganizations due to the
invention and the adoption of new means of accessing knowledge according to the perspectives
suggested by currents, sub-currents and dominant tendencies, and suggested also by the historic
period and its leading community. On a diachronic level it can be observed the evolution from
the idea as object of philosophizing and as base of the mental discourse specific to the
seventeenth century (as direct consequence of the ancient influences) to the focusing on the
public discourse characteristic for the actual tendencies / whose center is the sentence (the
verbalized linguistic expression) - an artifact of the speaking subject (if in the past the
philosophical talk revolved around the idea, now the entire argumentative undertaking gravitates
around the sentence). Certainly, in this summary we have oversimplified the problem of the
evolution of philosophy, however with the precise purpose of demonstrating how the
philosophical discourse permits, from the perspective of the dynamic character of language,

such permutations as the surpassing of the idea by the sentence.

In the context of the present doctoral thesis which is focused on the dialogical and
conversational possibilities inherent to the philosophical endeavor, we will evaluate Richard
Rorty’s neo-pragmatism as a revolutionary one which repudiates the Cartesian ideas, which
rejects the objectivity of truth and which finds suitable the conversational answers to the great

epistemological questions.



II. Research objectives and the novelty resulted from the investigative endeavor:

One of the aims of this paper is the construction of a philosophical ,,background” which
facilitates the familiarization with the rortian theories and visions (an extremely original
philosophical universe whose edification has marked a turning point in the history of philosophy)
through the analysis of previous ideas and through the synthesizing of the pragmatic, analytic
and linguistic influences (in respect to the linguistic influences the focus is on the speech act
theory). We intend to display the essential ideas of those parts of the rortian work which refer to
the conversational philosophy, as well as to identify the conditions and the philosophical context
which have contributed to the construction of this philosophy which is organized around the
notions of: conversation, contingency, contextualism, re-description, self-creation, edification

and irony.

Our thesis presents a wide opening towards innovating aspects (at the level of the content of
ideas and of the research method, as well as at the level of the expression [i.e. at the level of the
scientific vocabulary]), which are worthy of entering the arena of the philosophical discussions.
The purpose for the election of this model of philosophical investigations is the popularization of
the field of inquiry and the approaching of philosophy closer to a specialized public and also to
people who are educated and trained in other domains of research (which are professionally
constructed by way of other specific terminologies). The openness towards the people represents
a ,,humanization” of philosophy which, once it has become accessible, it preoccupies itself with
the individuals’ concrete problems and less with the eternal, universal and abstract subjects. One
of our efforts resides in confirming and of persuading the philosophical academic sphere of the
fact that inter-subjectivity can replace successfully objectivity and transcendence once the
researchers’ system of reference no longer involves non-human realities such as the Truth, God,
Good and Philosophy (capitalized concepts which have antecedently been placed on the superior

level of the architectonics of knowledge).

We wish to demonstrate through logical, relevant and clear reasoning that the fighting

arena of the philosophical debates is the conversation, where in a contextual and historical



manner there is made a selection between old philosophical vocabularies and new and alternative

philosophical vocabularies which are more adequate to the contemporary cultural situation.

The main objective followed here is that of displaying and of applying the rortian
conversational theory which affirms that the communicative process is a living one, a process of
interactions exerted between the communicational actants who - by acknowledging the contingent
character of language, as well as that of the human existence — construct and structure
vocabularies with renewed/transformed aspects and contents with the intention of developing
abilities to express precisely the significance of the state of affairs, and at the linguistic level of

creating new senses with which fill the verbalized expressions.

The chosen style and argumentative method are congruent with the tone and the
vocabulary of the American thinker - vocabulary which wants itself to be first and foremost an
accessible one — capable of guiding through the intricate weavings of philosophy those possible

readers which might not be of the same professional construction.

Regarding the technique of argumentation we have considered it appropriate to opt for a
form of philosophical narration, interested by the redescription and the dissolving of the

philosophical problems.

What distinguishes the present thesis as an innovating one is the used research method —
redescription - and the neo-pragmatic argumentative style. In respect with the relevance of the
thesis within the larger context of the philosophical inquiry we have made the effort of taking a
step further (while maintaining a rortian line of analysis) the discussion (that is extremely
important within the conversational philosophy) in reference to the problem of the tension
between the private and the public sphere, the one subject for which Richard Rorty has not

proposed a satisfying and well-shaped solution.
I.  The structure of the thesis (the synthesis of the main parts of the thesis)

The paper is divided in five chapters, each of them being concentrated on the observation,
analysis and the interpretation of the object of a preoccupation relevant for the larger frame of
the thesis. Our effort has aimed at the detailed construction of arguments, coherence, clarity in

argumentation and scrupulousness in the collection and the processing of data from specialized



publications — from international sources as well as from local ones. The structuring of the thesis

is meant as a logical, fluent, relevant and argumentatively enforced listing of the displayed ideas.

Richard Rorty’s philosophical intentions imply three specific positions which come together
in the formulation of the conversational philosophy. It is the case of the anti-essentialism - anti-
representationalism - the doctrine of conversation triangle which will be molded onto the
structure of the present doctoral thesis (respectively chapter I, 11, III, chapter IV representing the
core of the approached subject — for which reason it bears the name of The conversational

philosophy).

Commencing from the idea that in the history of philosophy there appear periodically shifts
of directions that stand out due to the contribution of extremely gifted personalities (which on
account of their innovating features manage to grasp nuances with transforming characteristics
and to valorize them in an original manner), we have identified Richard Rorty’s philosophy as a

defining moment for philosophy and especially to the philosophy of language.

Richard Rorty’s philosophical inquiry is focused on the dialogical and conversational
possibilities inherent to the philosophical endeavor, following a line of analysis profoundly
marked by the influence of Ludwig Wittgenstein, John Dewey and of Martin Heidegger.
Rejecting the idea of philosophy as founding science, defined by the terminology of the
traditional philosophical vocabularies, Rorty (who could not be clearly defined neither as
analytic nor as continental) has classified himself as pragmatist. By analyzing the rortian
universe as a combination of pragmatic principles (elements taken from John Dewey, William
James and Charles Sanders Peirce) and linguistic aspects (the main influences being Ludwig
Wittgenstein, W. von Humboldt, J. L. Austin, John Searle, Paul Grice, Donald Davidson, W.
Sellars, W.von O. Quine) we have considered it appropriate to refer to Richard Rorty as a neo-

pragmatist.

Chapter I with the title ,,7he conceptual structure of the present doctoral thesis — the neo-
pragmatic reconstruction of philosophy” is compounded of five subchapters for which we shall

offer a short presentation in the following lines:

»The conceptual structure of the present doctoral thesis — the neo-pragmatic

reconstruction of philosophy” has an introductory character displaying the rortian solution to the



central problems of the traditional philosophy (the concept of mind, the relation between
language and reality, the distinction object — subject [as accurate correspondence of a signifier
with its signified], the matter of truth) and identifying the essential notions of the vocabulary of
the conversational philosophy: irony, contingency, final vocabulary, self-creation and
interpretation. The solution resides — in Rort’s view - in the dissolving and the disentangling of

the epistemological and metaphysical problems in language games and conversation.

»IThe desacralizing of the mirror metaphor — The eye of the mind and the mind as mirror”
deepens the discussion regarding the abandoning of the perception of the concept of ,,mind” as
an isolated, elitist space that facilitates a communicational channel with the transcendental, with

the unseen world of the essences and of ideas.

We have insisted on the fact that, in the absence of the linguistic element and of the
historically placed language games, it is impossible to identify a position from which to

distinguish the mind in relation with the world.

»The problem of truth in the conversational philosophy. Truth without correspondence”
brings forth the theory according to which truth is a construction, a human artifact attributed to
the linguistic expressions within the communicative — interactive processes. The key word here

is that if ,,created” as the truth is created and not discovered.

There does not exist any entity named ,,Truth” (with capitalization) to which reality must
refer to. Neither there is a consistent relation between the ,,Truth” and reality by means of which
to establish truth relations. On the contrary, the truth is revealed by practices, action, utility and
through linguistic agreement between the members of a community. Without falling into
relativism the truth must be regarded as a property of meaningful sentences, sentences which
compile vocabularies. The vocabularies are continuously compared between themselves in order
to decide which is the most adequate to a certain context and to a particular conversational
philosophy. The justification of the force and of the value of the vocabularies is accomplished

retrospectively within an analysis of the history of philosophy.

Hereinafter, in the subchapter ,,An interpretative (creative) and therapeutic philosophy”
(while following a wittgensteinian line) we have placed the bases of the conversational

philosophy on the imperative need to characterize philosophy by means of interpretative and



therapeutic criteria and not as a theory of knowledge based on the existence of a system of

ahistorical concepts.

The redefining and the reattribution of cultural missions to philosophy is a process which
can be realized only through the immersion of the philosophical interests in the contexts of life
and by the assigning to them practical and justifiable values relevant for the communities of

individuals.

The return to pragmatism underlines the theory according to which the senses of ideas and
their hidden meanings rely and are recuperated from their contextual consequences. The major
influences in respect to this subject were Friedrich Nietzsche and Martin Heidegger, therefore the
following fragment entitled ,,Rorty, Heidegger and Nietzsche” is dedicated to them. Our concern
regards the characterization of the Dasein through its inherent possibilities and through its own
existence captured in full development. Heidegger’s Dasein represents the authentic existence of
man to whom the world no longer reveals itself on ontological levels but structures and defines
itself in relation to the individual who uses language as a creative instrument. The constituting of
the world is decided by every moment of the human existence by means of the linguistic

uttering.

With this vision in mind Rorty opposes to the philosophy-centered culture an art oriented
one focused on the poetic elements — that he calls the poetic culture. The anti-metaphysical, anti-
universalist and historicist positions marks this type of culture as one which refuses to situate the
good and the truth on a higher level than that of the everyday living. The rortian message affirms
that there is the hope of a ,,poetic culture” while identifying a central figure that of the ,,strong

poet”.

Within this culture the accent falls on the construction of alternative final vocabularies.
The syntagm ,(final vocabulary” denotes a set of words which a person possesses which
represents the ultimate point where that person can reach by means of language. Each final
vocabulary is different because of the individual education and previous readings which have
facilitated the comparison with other alternative and better vocabularies. The characteristics of a

final vocabulary permits the identification of the blind imprint (of that aspect which confers the



uniqueness of a person) of the person using it. The word ,final” in the syntagm ,,final
vocabulary” must not be associated with the metaphysical ambition of reaching a final point in
the philosophical investigation. Then final vocabulary represents the knowledge accumulated by
a person until the moment of employing them in speech. As new data is added to the

informational luggage that forms the vocabulary, the later expands and enriches.

Richard Rorty considers that this poetic culture needs a central figure / that of the ironist.
The figure of the ironist (as opposed to that of the metaphysician) is compound of two
typologies. It is the case of the ironist — who is also a theoretician (who is interested in power
and perfection) who wants to install his system and his own person as philosophical authority, to
introduce a strategy which would put an end to the history of philosophy and the ironist — who is
not a theoretician who does not desire to invest himself as any kind of authority. The first one
focuses on the sublime while the second is attracted and interested in beauty for which he offers
a frame — which is death. Focusing on the sublime the ironist which is also a theoretician finds

himself in a continuous peril of regressing back into metaphysics.

The ironist understands the ephemeral and context-dependent character of his own final
vocabulary - which he continuously wants to improve by placing it in contrast with alternative
vocabularies which might prove to be better or more developed. The ironist uses as method of
work the re-description because he believes that anything can be re-described in such a matter so
that it could look desirable or not. He accepts the fact that vocabularies are subjected to

alteration, while in parallel, other potentially-charged visions may arrive.

In parallel with the method of re-description (which he prefers in the detriment of
inference), the ironist considers that dialectics is a more efficient form of argumentation. This
opinion is explained in the following way: it is not the sentences that must be compared but the
vocabularies amongst each other. The term ,,dialectics” was taken by Rorty from Hegel and by it

he understands that literary ability that produces the linguistic gestalt-switches.

The ironist realizes the importance of the self-creation as a project in a never ending
evolution and never as something with a final outcome. The process of self-knowledge during
the confrontation with one’s own contingency is similar with the process of inventing a new

language and that of imagining new metaphors.



In the second chapter of our thesis — ,,Linguistic and analytic influences within the philosophy of
conversation” — we have treated Rorty’s contribution within the philosophy of language, while
noting the linguistic and analytic influences on the conversational philosophy. The focus fell on
the explanation of the notions of edification (the notion of self-formation/bildung replaces the
linguistic matrixes and refers to modes of speech which are richer due to the creation of new
metaphors), the notion of re-description (a method of work through which the linguistic
practices, the description of the self and of the world are reconditioned —method which marks
perfectly the philosophical gestalt-switch), created language, linguistic contextualism (the thesis
of the placing of the theories of language in the larger frame of the history of humanity,
connected to that of the contingency and thus, together defining the man as an entity deeply
rooted in the time and the environment which had created it) and on the establishing of the
wittgensteinian nuances which emerge from the rortian conversational philosophy (the theory of
the usage of language - ,meaning is use”, of the language games [linguistic activities whose
combinatory movement form the language and of whose multiple connections render the
significance of the words] and of their afferent rules).

The language is a dynamic process, creator of multiple and varied senses, a process which
generate mechanisms of extending, restriction, degradation and transfer of meaning. Beginning
from these assumptions we have discussed in the third chapter dedicated to communication, and
thus called ,,The philosophy of communication”, subjects as the linguistic creativity, or the
notion of metaphor as a productive and creative form of knowledge — generator of the linguistic
novelty and of cultural progress. Our interest war equally directed towards the subject of the
Einbildungskraft (the creative power of language), towards Humboldt’s theories regarding the
articulation of meaning and of language as Weltansicht - vision on the world and on the
tendencies of evolutions of the pragmatic theories which had a very relevant impact in the

formulation of some basic features of the conversational philosophy.

The structure of our inquiry pursuits the model which characterizes the theory of the
illustrious German professor Jirgen Trabant. He identified three defining moments for the
history of philosophy which gravitated around three remarkable personalities Giambattista Vico
(the author of the first linguistic turn), W. von Humboldt (the author of the second linguistic
turn) and Richard Rorty to whom Trabant attributed the third major move in the study of
philosophy, and more specifically in the philosophy of language - the third linguistic turn.



The Italian humanist Giambttista Vico attempted a philosophical research through which to
reveal to the world that the process of knowledge should be mediated by signs and language.
Rorty agrees with Vico in what regards the fact that the characteristic trope for the creative
language is the metaphor. The latter allows the projection on reality of the image of an
undetermined space, with fluid limits, just like a novel with an open ending. Rorty takes over and
assumes the metaphor, submits it to the process of re-description and transforms it in the
indispensable tools of the poet as creator of ,,the new”. The communicational actor becomes thus
a creator of new metaphors when in the middle of a conversation he is capable of giving new
meanings to previously acquired terms. The meaning of a linguistic expression is dynamic
(mobile) — Nietzsche suggests as well in The birth of tragedy — Out of the spirit of music when
he defines the bacchantic concept as being the incapacity of being contained in a single form, the
movement generator of ,the new”. The meaning is lived and re-lived continuously as the

creativity inherent to the linguistic expressions assures the cultural progress.

Hereinafter, in order to clarify the phenomenon of the unfolding of language as social
practice and as form of living we have imposed a re-evaluation of the traditional values and
conceptions which regard the communicative praxis and we have oriented our interest towards
Humboldt’s work. His visions suggest that a dry study of language, for the sake of language and
exclusive references to the formal structures is not sufficient in order to formulate a proper
theory of language. The language is action, social practice therefore the study of language must
be approached from an anthropological perspective with the focus on the social and the cultural
ambience in which the speakers of a language exist and move. The language reveals the spirit of
a people, of a community — spirit which is shown in full development as creative energy, as
activity and as energeia. The living process, the conversation, is the creative center of the

meanings of language, a center which is deeply rooted in the interactive dimension.

In order to construct a new vision on the world (Weltansicht) and in order to demonstrate
the creative power of language (Einbildungskraft) Rorty insists on creativity, subjectivity (more
exactly on inter-subjectivity) and on change. Through the creative element with which it is filled,
the rortian thought offers to philosophy an essential esthetic effect. The latter brings in the
foreground the unequalled importance of the fact that significances can be inter-changeable, and

this phenomenon unfolds within the communicational contexts.



In the followings passages we will compare Humboldt’s theories with those of the
American linguist Noam Chomsky who sees language, through the notion of ,,performance”, as a
generative process, a dynamic one, thus coming closer to Humboldt’s notion of energeia, but in
the same time focusing on the process of the actual production of language. Richard Rorty
prefers the humboldtian version and considers being much more plausible the theory according
to which the language is not a product but a production (Erzeugung) which conditions the active
speaker but which in its turn is being conditioned by the use of the language in the context
chosen by the speaker. We will pass from semantics to pragmatics (as part of semiotics) by
commencing from the context-dependable indexicality, by passing through the performative
action of certain acts in particular contexts (Paul Grice persists, in this stage, on the notion of
,performance”, however it no longer regards the production of language — in a chomskian
manner — but rather its understanding), and finally reaching the speech acts theory as pragmatic

theory oriented on action (John Austin and John Searle).

Chapter IV — ,,The conversational philosophy: Richard Rorty and Jiirgen Habermas™ — is
dedicated to a comparative ,,dialog” between the two titans of the contemporary philosophy —
Richard Rorty and Jiirgen Habermas — who have, otherwise, conversed constantly during their
carriers. The subjects attained are the dialogical dimension of the human life, the constituting of
the sense through communication at the level of a communicative community, the establishing of
the telos of communication as the understanding and the continuation of the conversation of the

world, the interaction and the inter-subjective relations of the communicative actors.

The main arguments from which we begin in the analysis of the issue of conversation and
therefore of the verbalized interaction are those according to which the meaning of the linguistic
formulations are recuperated from the dialogical horizon of the human existence and that which
assumes that the communicative process wants itself to be conceived as an active process of

collaboration of the syntactic-semantic functions with the action-oriented ones of pragmatic type.

The final destination of our endeavor, on what concerns this particular chapter, is that of
clarifying the communicational mechanisms — the articulation of the sense, the establishing of
conversational maxims and norms of speech (while remaining within the pragmatic theory of
language — and insisting on the aspects of contextualism, of the practices of argumentation and

that of undistorted communication, on that of the communicational structuring of experience),



with focus on the discursive structuring of the interpersonal interaction and on the demonstrating
of the way in which communication as a medium for socialization aims at the attaining

understanding and human solidarity.

All along the length of this chapter we have related the rortian ideas in respect to
conversation and to language, in general, to those of Habermas. The reason for this choice of
action is, expressed in nuce, the following: Richard Rorty and Jirgen Habermas have chosen
each other as partners within the framework of the philosophical debate. During the time span of
their carriers, the two have maintained a fruitful conversation, embodying (following a rortian
model) the typology of the ideal thinkers - those who are interested in the maintaining and the

continuing of the conversation of the world.

The conversation, as part of the communicative process, derives from the dialogical
character of the latter and combines the operational conventions with the dynamic hypostasis that
generated the originality of the free discussion. The goal of the conversation is not that of
encountering the truth but that of construction through it and its use a guide for the relations

between people who lead their existence while being constantly aware of their own contingency.

The conversation reaches its true purpose when, while freeing one’s creativity, it
formulates new metaphors and vocabularies and when it does not self-restricts to a rigorous

argumentative system.

It is imperative to replace reason (of any sort) with narrations placed in historical
contexts, narrations which, by means of free and open communicative encounters, would identify

the truth as property of some sentences and by extension, of some actions.

The linguistic interaction presupposes in parallel a social interaction as well, while the
communicative actors recognize each other reciprocally as communicative individuals and
attribute to each other social roles. The communicative ego is constituted, in parallel, with the
other subjects, creating itself in the process of socialization (Sozialisierung — term used by
Habermas).We may refer even to a dialogical relation of the recognizing the self through the

connection to the other.



The human solidarity is not the recognition of a central self but an inter-subjective
agreement related to historical circumstances, an ability to transgress the traditional differences

towards the including of those different from us into an ,,us” of an extended meaning.

In this chapter we will approach the matter of the public and of the private sphere in the
conversational philosophy and we will conclude that — because these aspects of the human life
cannot be approached as a whole, the solution for assuring a good communication between the
two spheres resides in the construction of a society which gives credit to both dimensions, to
understand in depth the differences that exist between the two and to create the proper mediums

in order for those to prosper.

Chapter V — ,,The applications of the conversational philosophy inside the post-philosophical
culture” — the closing chapter of the thesis is an applied one that is preoccupied with the direct
and concrete effects of the rortian philosophy in the context of today’s society. In this distinct
moment of our thesis we intend to demonstrate the efficient functioning of the alternative social
vocabularies, to describe the image of the philosophy of today as a one which is oriented towards
the cultural progress and towards the productive cooperation of philosophy and of literature.

Our effort is to demonstrate the applicability of the rortian theories to the contemporary
reality. In the center of the post-philosophical culture there is positioned the new predilection for
narration and for conversation (as a reaction to the weakening of the rigid argument), the new
propensity for the transgression of the limits between the disciplines and of the liberation from
behavioral matrixes — all these finding themselves and being discussed inside a comprehensive,

flexible, creative and new discipline called ,,humanities”.

In the closing of the present doctoral thesis we have formulated the following
conclusions: the conversational philosophy, elaborated as a welcome interweaving of the
pragmatic principled with the linguistic turn has represented the saving formula which has
transformed philosophy from an decaying/declining aria of research into an actual field of
activity, directed towards progress, whose evolution marks the shifting of the emphasis on the
study of the applied language (that of conversation) and on the correlation with the other
humanist disciplines. It can be said that through the redefinition of philosophy, Richard Rorty
has saved it from disappearing in the sea of theories and of the obsolete and old-fashioned

system.



His attempt, in respect with the remodeling of philosophy is a double - sided effort: on
the one hand he aims at the construction of a productive philosophy and on the other side he

tends towards a rapprochement with the arts (especially with literature).

Literature is no longer the only life-creating field of activity — today, philosophy too,
turns its face towards the human element and towards the everyday life. Similarly to the literary
creation, philosophy represents a work of synthesis. The philosophical vocabularies prove their
adequacy to the human realities and their utility inside culture. Our language is a filter that
shapes reality with every sentence. The sentences and the fragments of speech are always related
to other sentences and other forms of language and never to an objective reality which we can
never know as it is impossible for us to escape the boundaries of our language, position ourselves

outside it and observe it objectively.

Certainty ceases to represent the goal of inquiry once we acknowledge the contingency of
the human life, of truths and of vocabularies. Central to the philosophy of contingency is the
human being in its uniqueness with the collection of features that distinguish him from others of
his kind. The goal of the individual who assumes his own contingency is that of leaving behind
him the mark, the print of his existence on Earth. The conversational philosophy re-establishes
the place of pragmatism inside culture (by giving it a new appearance), and puts it in connection
with contemporary linguistic and literary currents (such as the postmodernism, the
poststructuralism and the deconstructivism). The interdisciplinary tone specific to this

philosophy emphasizes the line of analysis which represents the predisposition of our century.

We consider that the research study accomplished in this doctoral thesis has analyzed
productively, has explained and clarified multiple aspects referring to the rortian conversational
philosophy while proceeding through the anti-foundationalist and anti-representationalist
tendencies. Richard Rorty has declared that the only philosophical point to which he was unable
to present a precise solution is the matter of the reduction of tension between the public and the
private sphere. This issue has, most notably, gain our interest and curiosity and following our
analyses we have concluded that the human being, as a social individual cannot and should not
attempt to make a rigorous delimitation between the two sides of his/her internal structure (the
need to self-improve and to construct a private, prolific universe and the need to interact with

others). Maintaining the tension is desirable because this is the way to realize and support a



functional balance, no matter which side the balance inclines more. A definite exit from one or
the other spheres is impossible, and a partial abandonment in the detriment of any of the two

generates dysfunctions at the existential level.

The present thesis also comprises an annex in English named ,,Coping mechanisms for
the perception of finitude” which considers the discussion concerning the process of producing
linguistic and poetic coping mechanisms for an unknowable phenomenon — death. By declaring
death a cultural artifact, a semantic problem, Richard Rorty proposes poetry as a possible
solution for the reduction of the anxiety and the negative, daunting attitudes generated by the
idea of the imminence of death. The aesthetic pleasure, in Rorty’s perspective, facilitates the
acceptance of the evanescent and contingent condition of the human life and the resignation
impregnated with a hopeful scent of persisting in the situation of a Sein zum Tode — as Martin

Heidegger affirms.
Bibliography:

Armstrong, D. M., A Theory of Universals. Universals & Scientific Realism. Volume II,
Cambridge University Press, 1978.

Agwuele, Anthony Onyemachi, Rorty’s Deconstruction of philosophy and the Challenge of
African Philosophy, Peter Lang Internationaler Verlag der Wissenschaften, Frankfurt am Main,
20009.

Austin J., L., How to do things with words. The Wiliam James Lectures delivered at Harvard

University in 1955, Cambridge, Massachusetts, Harvard University Press, 1962.

Bal, Mieke and De Vries, Hent, Take care of freedom and truth will take care of itself. Interviews
with Richard Rorty, Edited with an Introduction by Eduardo Mendieta, Stanford University
Press, California, 2006.

Baldwin, Thomas, Contemporary Philosophy, A History of Western Philosophy: 8, Philosophy in
English since 1945, Oxford University Press, New York, 2001.



Barton Perry, Ralph, Characteristically American. (Five lectures delivered on the William W.
Cook Foundation at the University of Michigan, November-December 1948)Alfred A. Knopf,
New York, 1949.

Baudrillard, Jean, Simulacra and Simulation, translated by Sheila Faria Glaser, The University of

Michigan Press, Michigan, 1994.

Bernstein, Richard J., Habermas and Modernity, Polity Press Cambridge in association with
Basil Blackwell, New York, 1985.

Braga, Corin, /0 Studii de Arhetipologie, Editura Dacia, Cluj-Napoca, 1999.

Brandom, Robert. B, Between Saying and Doing: Towards an Analytic Pragmatism, Oxford
University Press, New York, 2008.

Brandom, Robert B., Richard Rorty and his Critics, Blackwell Publishers, 2000.

Bruce, Aune, Rorty on Language and the world, The Journal of Philosophy Vol. 69, No. 19,
(October 26, 1972), pp.665-667.

Baldwin, Thomas, A History of Western Philosophy. Contemporary Philosophy. Philosophy in
English sincel 945, Oxford University Press, 2001.

Buchleer, J., Philosophical writings of Peirce, Dover Publications Inc., New York, 1955.

Canfield, John V., Routledge History of Philosophy. Volume X. Philosophy of Meaning,
Knoweledge and Value in the Twentieth Century, Routledge London and New York, 1997.
Caponigri, A. Robert, TIME & IDEA. The theory of History in GIAMBATTISTA VICO,
University of Notre Dame Press, Notre Dame, London, 1968.

Castell, Alburey, Essays in pragmatism by William James, Hefner Press, a division Macmillan
Publishing Co., Inc., New York, Collier Macmillan Publishers, London, 1948.

Codoban, Aurel, Semn si interpretare. O intrducere postmoderna in semiologie §i hermeneutica,
Editura Dacia, 2001.

Cohen, Avner, Dascal Marcelo, The institution of philosophy. A discipline in crisis?, Open
Coust, La Salle, Illinois, 1989.

Cooper, Wesley, The unity of William James’s Thought, Vanderbilt University Press, Nashville,
2002.



Coseriu, Eugenio, Introducere in lingvistica, Traducere de Elena Ardeleanu si Eugenia Bojoga.

Cuvant Tnainte de Mircea Borcila. Editia a II- a, Editura Echinox, Cluj, 1999.

Cotkin, George, William James, Public Philosopher, The John Hoppkins University Press,
Baltimore, 1990.

Danisch, Robert, Pragmatism, Democracy and the Necessity of rhetoric, The University of South
Carolina Press, 2007.

Delanty Gerard, Community, Routledge Taylor and Francis Group, London, 2003.

Derrida, Jacques, Of Grammatology, trans. Gayatri Chakravorty Johns Hopkins University Press,
Baltimore, 1976.

De Vries, Willem, Triplett, Timm, A. Knowledge, Mind and the Given. Reading Wilfrid Sellers’s
“Empiricism and the Philosophy of mind. Including the complete text of Sellers’s essay”,

Hackett Publishing Company Inc., 2000.

De Vries, E., Man in Rapid Social Change, Garden City, Published for The World Council of
Churches by Doubleday & Company, ING, New York, 1961.

Dewey, John, Art as experience, Penguin Group, New York, 1934.

Delacampagne, Christian, Istoria filozofiei in secolul XX, Editura Babel, Bucuresti, 1998.

Devitt, Michael, si Hanley, Richard, The Blackwell Guide to the Philosophy of language,
Blackwell Publishing, 2006.

Devitt, Michael, si Sterelny, Kim, Limbaj §i realitate. O introducere in filosofia limbajului,
Editura Polirom, Iasi, 2000.

Dunédreanu, Lucian; Jucan, Marius; Marga, Delia; Popa, Ecaterina; Stanciu, Virgil si Ursa
Ovidiu, Filosofia Americana. Volumul I. Filosofia americana clasica, Editura ALL Educational,

Bucuresti, 2000.

Durfee, Harold A., Analytic Philosophy and phenomenology, Martinus Nijhoft/ The Hague,
1976.



Finch, Henry Le Roy, Wittgenstein-the later philosophy. An exposition of the ‘Philosophical
Investigations’, Humanities Press, Atlantic Highlands , N.J., 1977.

Flowers, Elisabeth and. Murphy, Murray G, A4 history of philosophy in America, vol II”
Capricorn Books, New York.

Fogeling, Robert J., Wittgenstein, Routledge & Kegan Paul, London, Henley and Boston, 1976.
Goodman Nelson, Ways of Worldmaking, Indianapolis: Hackett, 1978, Paperback, 1985.

Foucault, Michel, The Order of Things, Random House, New York, 1973.

Francu, Constantin, Curente i tendinte in lingvistica secolului nostru, Casa Editoriald

“Demiurg”, lasi, 1999.

Gellner, Ernest, The Devil in Modern Philosophy, edited with a preface by I. C. Jarvie and
Joseph Agassi, Routledge & Kegan Paul, London and Boston, 1974.

Gibert, Everett, Katharine, si Kuhn, Helmut, Istoria esteticii, editie revazuta si adaugitd, in

romaneste de Sorin Marculescu si prefata de Titus Mocanu, Editura Meridiane, Bucuresti, 1972.
Guignon, Charles and Hiley, David R., Richard Rorty, Cambridge University Press, 2003.
Habermas, Jurgen, Etica discursului si problmea adevarului, Editura Art, Bucuresti, 2008.

Habermas, Jiirgen, La technique et la science comme ‘ideologie’-Travail et interaction, les

essays CLXXXIII, Galimard.

Habermas, Jirgen, Constiinta morala si actiune comunicativa, Editura All Educational,

Bucuresti, 2000.

Habermas, Jirgen, The Theory of communicative action, Lifeworld ad System: a critique of

functionalist Reason, Beacon Press, 1987.

Habermas, Jirgen, The Theory of communicative action, Vol.2, Lifeworld ad System: a critique

of functionalist Reason, Beacon Press, 1987.

Habermas, Jiirgen, Cunoastere si comunicare, Editura Politica, Bucuresti, 1983.



Habermas, Jirgen, La pensee postmetaphysique, Armand Colin Editeur, Paris, 1993.
Habermas, Jirgen, Sfera Publica, Editura Comunicare.ro, Bucuresti, 2005.

Hacker, P.M.S., Wittgenstein Mind and Will. Volume 4 of an Analytical Commentary on the
Philosophical Investigations. Part 1, Essays, Blackwell Oxford UK and Cambridge USA, 2000.
Hallet, Garth, S.J., Wittgenstein definition of meaning as use, Fordham University Press New
York, 1967.

Hanfling, Oswald, Wittgenstein'’s later Philosophy, MacMillan, 1989.
Hardwick, Charley D. and Crosby, Donald A., Pragmatism, Neo-Pragmatism, and Religion.
Conversations with Richard Rorty, Peter Lang Publishing, New York, 1997.

Harris, Roy, Andrew Pyle, The origin of language, Thoemmes Press, 1996.
Heidegger, Martin, Fiinta si timp, Traducere din Germand de Gabriel Liiceanu si Catélin Cioaba,

Editura Humanitas, Bucuresti, 2006.
Heidegger, Martin, On the way to Language, Harper and Row, New York, 1971.

Hintikka, Merrill B., Hintikka, Jaakko, Investigating Wittgenstein, Basil Blackwell, UK, 1986.
Hintersteiner, Norbert, Catre o depasire a traditiilor, Editura Dacia, Cluj-Napoca, 2003.
Honneth, Axel, Joas, Hans (eds.), Communicative action. Essays on Jiirgen Habermas’ Theory
of Communicative action, The MIT Press, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1991.

Hospers, John, An introduction to philosophical analysis, second edition, Prentice-Hall, Inc.,
Englewood Cliffs, N.J., 1967.

Hiigli, Anton, Liibcke, Poul, Filosofia in secolul XX. Fenomenologia, Hermeneutica. Filosofia
existentei. Teoria critic. Vol. 1, Editura All Educational, 2003. Trad. De Gheorghe Pascu, Andrei
Apostol, Cristian Lupu.

Hiigli, Anton, Liibcke, Poul, Filosofia in secolul XX Teoria stiintei. Filosofia analitica,Vol. 2
Editura All Educational, 2003, trad. De Andri Apostol, Mihnea Capraru, Cristian Lupu, Marius
Muresan, Marius Stan.

Hulban, Horia, Synthesis in English Lexicology and Semantics, lasi, 2002.



Humboldt, Wilhelm von, On language-On the diversity of human language. Construction and its
influence on the mental. Development of the human species. Edited by Michael Losonsky,

Cambridge University Presss, 1999.

Humboldt, Wilhelm von, Linguistic Variability and Intellectual Development, University of
Pennsylvania Press, Philadelphia, 1972.

Hutcheon, Linda, The Politics of Postmodernism, translated by Mircea Deac, Ed. Univers,

Bucharest, 1997.

Hutcheon, Linda, Politica Postmodernismului, translated by Mircea Deac, Ed. Univers,

Bucharest, 1997.

James, William, Essays in pragmatism, edited by Hafner Publishing co. inc., NewYork.

2

James,William, “Philosophical conceptions and practical results™, in Paul Kurtz, American

Philosophy in the Twentieth Century, a Sourcebook from pragmatism to philosophical analysis,
published by The Macmillan Company Collier-Macmillan, USA, 1969.

James, William, “The Will to Believe and other Essays in Popular Philosophy” in Writings 1878-
1899, ed. Gerald E. Myers, New York: The Library Of America, 1992.

James, William, “The Varieties of Religious Experience”, in Writings 1902-1910, ed. Bruce
Kuklick, New York: The Library of America, 1987.

James, Williams, “Pragmatism’s conception of Truth”, in Paul Kurtz (ed.) American Philosophy
in the Twentieth Century, a Sourcebook from pragmatism to philosophical analysis, published by
The Macmillan Company Collier-Macmillan, USA, 1969.

Jameson, Friedrich, The Cultural Turn, Verso, London, NewYork, 1998.

Kampits, Peter, [ntre aparentd si realitate. O istorie a filosofiei austriece, Humanitas, Bucuresti,

1999.
Kenny, Anthony, The Legacy of Wittgenstein, Basil Blackwell, 1984.

Kenny, Anthony, The Wittgenstein Reader, Blackwell Oxford UK and Cambridge USA, 1994.



Kierkegaard, Seren, Sickness unto death, Wilder Publications, Radford, VA, 2008.

Klagge, James C., and Nordman, Alfred, Ludwig Wittgenstein. Philosophical Occasions 1912-
1951, Hackett Publishing Company Indianopolis & Cambridge; 1993.

Kripke, Saul A., Wittgenstein. On rules and private language, Blackwell Publishing, 1982.
Kolbel, Max and Weiss, Bernhard, Wittgenstein’s lasting significance, Routledge Taylor and
Francis Group, London and New York, 2004.

Kiinne, Wolfgang, Conceptions on truth, Clarendon Press, Oxford, 2003.

Kurtz, Paul, American Philosophy in the Twentieth Century. A sourcebook from pragmatism to
philosophical analysis, published by The Macmillan Company Collier-Macmillan, USA, 1969.

Lepore, Ernest & Smith, Barry C., The Oxford Handbook of Philosophy of Language, Clarendon
Press, Oxford, 2006.

Leszek Koczanowicz, The choice of tradition and the tradition of choice: Habermas’ and
Rorty’s interpretation of pragmatism, Philosophy & Social Criticisme vol 25 no 1 « pp. 55-70,
Copyright © 1999 SAGE Publications (London, Thousand Oaks, CA and New Delhi).

Lacan, Jacques, The Language of the Self: The Function of Language in Psychoanalysis, The
Johns Hopkins University Press, Baltimore, 1968.

Levinas, Emmanuel Totalitate si Infinit, Editura Polirom, 1999.
Lyons, John, Semantics 2, Cambridge University Press, 1977.
Lodge, David, Meserie!, Biblioteca Polirom, 2003.

Lodge, David, Ce mica-i lumea!, Biblioteca Polirom, 2003.

Lodge, David, Nice Work, Penguin Books, London, 1989.

Ludwig Grunberg, Idei Contemporane. Optiuni filosofice contemporane, Editura Politica,

Bucuresti, 1981.

Luhmann Niklas and Schorr Karl-Eberhard, Problems of Reflection in the System of Education,
Waxmann Miinster / New York, 2000, translated by Rebecca A. Neuwirth.



Malachowski, Alan R., Reading Rorty. Critical responses to Philosophy and the Mirror of
nature (and Beyond). Associate editor Jo Burrows, Basil Blackwell, 1990.

Malachowski, Alan R., Richard Rorty, Vol. VII/II/IV, Sage Masters of Modern Social Thought,
Sage Publications London/Thousand Oaks/ New Delhi, 2002.

Manson, Richard, The theory of knowledge of Giambattista Vico, Archon Booksa, 1969.

Marcuse Herbert, Eros and Civilization, A Philosophical Inquiry into Freud. With a New
Preface by the Author, published by Beacon Press, Boston, 1979.

Marcell, David, W, Progress and Pragmatism. James, Dewey, Beard, and the American Idea of

Progress, Greenwood Press, Westport, Conneticut, London, England, 1974.
Marga, Andrei, Filosofia lui Habermas, Editura Polirom, 2006.

Marga, Andrei, Rationalitate, comunicare, argumentare, Editura Dacia, Cluj, 1991.
Marga, Andrei, Introducere in filosofia contemporand, Polirom, 2002.

Marga, Andrei, Actiune §i ratiune in conceptia lui Jiirgen Habermas, Editura Dacia, Cluj-

Napoca, 1985.

Marga, Andrei, Explorari in actualitate, Biblioteca Apostrof, Cluj, 1994.

Marga, Andrei, Reconstructia Pragmatica a Filosofiei, vol.1 Polirom Iasi, 1998.

Marga, Andrei, Cotitura Culturala, Editura Presa Universitard Clujeana, 2004.

Marga, Andrei, Relativismul §i Consecintele sale, Editura Presa Universitard Clujeana, 2007.
Marga, Andrei, Diagnoze. Articole si eseuri, Eikon, Cluj-Napoca, 2008.

Massey Amin A. and Thrift, N., Cities for the Many, Not the Few, The Policy Press, London,
2000.

Maxim, lon, Atitudini critice, Editura Facla, Timisoara, 1973.

McGuinness, Brian, Wittgenstein and his times, Thoemmes Press, 1998.



McGinn, Mary, Routledge Philosophy Guidebook to Wittgenstein and the Philosophical
Investigations, London, 1997.

Medina, Jose, and Wood, David, Truth. Engagements Across Philosophical Traditions,
Blackwell Publishing, USA.

Mill, John, Stuart, Despre libertate, Humanitas, Bucuresti, 2005.
Miller, J. Hillis Etica Lecturii, Editura Art, Colctia Demonul teoriei, 2007.

Moeschler Jacques, Reboul Anne, Dictionar enciclopedic de pragmatica, Editura Echinox, Cluj,

1999.
Muresan. Valentin (ed.), Intre Wittgenstein si Heidegger, Editura Alternative, Bucuresti, 1998.

Murphy, Nancey, Anglo-American Postmodernity. Philosophical Perspectives on Science,
Religion, and Ethics, Westview Press, 1997.

Neil Gross, Richard Rorty. The Making of an American philosopher, The University of Chicago
Press, 2008.

Noica, Constantin, Sentimentul romdnesc al fiintei, Editura Eminescu, 1978.
Norman K. Denzin, The Cinematic Society, London, SAGE Publications, 1995.
Nietzsche, Friedrich, Nasterea filosofiei, Editura Dacia, Cluj, 1992.

Nietzsche, Friedrich, Amurgul idolilor. Sau Cum se filozofeaza cu ciocanul (1889), Traducere de

Alexandru Al. Sahighian, Editura Humanitas, Bucuresti, 2008.

Nielsen, Kai, After the Demise of the Tradition. Rorty, Critical Theory, and the Fate of
Philosophy, Westview Press Boulder*San Francisco*Oxford, 1991.

Oltean, Stefan, Introducere in semantica referentiala, Presa Universitard Clujeana, Cluj, 2006.

Okrent, Mark, “The metaphilosophical consequences of pragmatism” in Cohen, Avner, Dascal
Marcelo, The institution of philosophy. A discipline in crisis?, Open Coust, La Salle, Illinois,
1989.

Pavel, Toma, Mirajul lingvistic, Editura Univers, Bucuresti, 1993.



Peirce, Charles Sanders, How to make our ideas clear?, Bertrams, 2005.
Peirce, Charles Sanders, Semnificatie si actiune, Humanitas Bucuresti, 1980.

Petitdemange, Guy, Filozofi si filozofii ale secolului al-XX-lea, traducere din franceza de Victor

Durnea, Editura Cartier Polivalent, 2003.
Plesu, Andrei, Limba Pasarilor, Editura Humanitas, 1944.

Preyer, Gerard, Siebelt, Frank, and Ulfig, Alexander, Language, Mind and Epistemology. On
Donald Davidson’s Philosophy, Johann W. Goethe University, Frankfurt am Main, Germany,
Kluwer Academic Publishers, Dordrecht, Boston, London, 1994.

Rajchman, John and West, Cornel, Post-Analytic philosophy, Columbia University Press, New
York, 1985.

Ramsey, F., P., Foundations, D. H. Mellor Publishing, 1978.

Rebreanu, Liviu, Adam si Eva, Prefata de Andrei Moldovan, Jurnalul National, Bucuresti, 2009.
Renkema, Jan, Discourse Studies. An introductory Textbook, John Benjamins Publishing
Company Amsterdam/Philadelphia, 1993.

Rorty, Richard, Philosophy and social hope, Penguin Books, London, 1999.

Rorty, Richard, Contingency, irony and Solidarity, Cambridge University Press, 1989.
Rorty, Richard, Contingenta, Ironie si Solidaritate, Editura All, 1998.
Rorty, Richard, Philosophy and the mirror of nature, Princeton University Press, 1979.

Rorty, Richard, Consequences of Pragmatism, Philosophy as a kind of writing (essays: 1972-
1980), University of Minnesota Press Minneapolis, 1982.

Rorty, Richard, Philosophical Papers. Vol. 3. Truth and Progress, Cambridge University Press,
1998.

Rorty, Richard, Philosophical Papers. Vol.1 Objectivity, Relativism and Truth, Cambridge
University Press, 1991.
Rorty, Richard, Philosophical Papers. Vol.4 Philosophy as cultural politics, Cambridge
University Press, 2007.



Rorty, Richard, The Linguistic Turn, Essays in Philosophical Papers, The University of Chicago
Press, 1992.

Sandercock, L., Cosmopolis 1I: Mongrel Cities in the 21st Century. Continuum, London, 2003.

Sellers, Wilfried, Empiricism and the philosophy of mind, Harvard College, USA, 1997.

Sellers, Wilfried, ,,Philosophy and the scientific image of man”, Published in Robert Colodny
(ed.), Frontiers of Science and Philosophy, University of Pittsburgh Press, Pittsburgh, 1962,
pp-35-78. Reprinted in Science, Perception and Reality, 1963.

Shook, J. R., The Dictionary of Modern American Philosophers, Volume 4, R-Z, Thoemmes
Continuum, 2005.

Smith, E., John, Contemporary American Philosophy, George Allen and Unwin LTD

Humanities Press, Inc., New York, 1970.

Surlea, Cosmina-Florentina, Jocurile de limbaj ale lui Ludwig Wittgenstein. O explicatie a

comunicarii intra §i interpersonale, Editura Lumen, Iasi, 2007.

Steiner, Rudolf, Friedrich Nietzsche. Un luptator impotriva epocii sale, Editura Univers

enciclopedic, Bucuresti, 2003.

Studia Phaenomenologica, A century with Levinas. Notes on the margins of his legacy, vol.

V1/2006, Humanitas, Bucharest, 2006.

Studia Phaenomenologica, Phenomenology and literature, vol. VIII/2008, Humanitas, Bucuresti,

2008.

Stuhr, J., John, Pragmatism, postmodernism and future of philosophy, Routledge, London/New
York, 2003.

Tat Sebastian-Alin, Studii de filosofie contemporana I, Editura Napoca Star; Galaxia Gutenberg,
2005.

Tétaru, Cristina, An outline of English Lexicology. Word Formation, Editura Limes, Cluj-
Napoca, 2002.



Tiercelin, Claudine, Philosophies. C.S. Peirce et le Pragmatism, Presses Universitaires de

France, Paris, 1993.

Trabant, Jurgen. Vico’s New Science of Ancient Signs. A study of sematology, Translated from
the German by Sean Ward, Routledge Studies in the History of Linguistics, Routledge London
and New York, 2004.

Underhill, James W., Humboldt, Worldview and Language, Edinburgh University Press, 2009.
Vico, Giambattista, Universal Right, Translated from Latin and Edited by Giorgio Pinton and
Margaret Diehl, Rodopi, Amsterdam-Atlanta, GA 2000, Printed in the Netherlands.

Vico, Giambattista, The New Science of Giambattista Vico, Translated from the third edition by
Thomas Goddard Bergin and Max Harold Fisch, Revised and Abridged, Cornell Paperbacks,
Cornell University Press, Ithaca and London, 1970.

Vieth, Andreas, (Hrsg.), Richard Rorty. His philosophy Under Discussion, Ontos Verlag,
Frankfurt, 2005.

Voparil C. J. and Bernstein, R. J., The Rorty reader, Wiley-Blackwell, A John Willey & Sons,
Ltd., Publication, 2010.

Warnock, G. J. English Philosophy since 1900, London. Oxford University Press, New York,
Toroto, 1958.

Warwick Organisational Behaviour Staff, Organisational studies.Critial perspectives on
business and management, Routledge, London, 2001.

Weiss, Paul; Hartshorne, Charles, Collected papers of Charles Sanders Peirce. Volume V.
Pragmatism and pragmaticism and Volume VI Scientific Metaphysics, The Belknap Press of
Harvard University Press, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1960.

Wilshire, Bruce, “Pragmatism, Neopragmatism, and Phenomenology: The Richard Rorty
Phenomenon”, in Human Studies, numarul 20, Kluwer Academic Publishers, The Netherlands
1997, pp.95-108.

Wilde, Oscar, Portretul lui Dorian Gray, Editura Polirom, 2001.

Wittgenstein, Ludwig, Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus, Editura Humanitas, 2001.

Wittgenstein, Ludwig, Cercetari filosofice, Editura Humanitas, Bucuresti, 2003.



Wittgenstein, Ludwig, Philosophical investigations (web source version) / Cercetari filosofice,

Humanitas, traducere de Mircea Dumitru, Mircea Flonta, Adrian-Paul Iliescu, Bucuresti, 2003.
Wittgenstein, Ludwig, Lectures, Cambridge, 1932-1935, Blackwell, Oxford, 1958.
Wittgenstein, Ludwig, Caietul albastru, Editura Humanitas, Bucuresti, 1993.

Zabala, Santiago, The Future of Religion. Richard Rorty. Gianni Vattimo, Columbia University
Press, New York, 2005.

Zhang, Wei, Heidegger, Rorty and the Eastern thinkers. A hermeneutics of cross-cultural
understanding, State University of New York Press, Albany, 2006.

Pagini web:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J%C3%BCrgen Habermas

http://caae.phil.cmu.edu/cavalier/Forum/meta/background/HaberIntro.html

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard Rorty

http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/rorty/

http://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Ralph_Waldo_Emerson

http://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Ralph_Waldo_Emerson

http://www.erraticimpact.com/~20thcentury/html/rorty richard.htm
http://www.wendtroot.com/spoetry/folder6/ng6212v.html
http://www.aect.org/intranet/publications/edtech/07/index.html

http://www.wendtroot.com/spoetry/folder6/ng6212v.html

http://dexonline.ro

http://www.biblestudytools.com/ncv/john/1.html.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J%C3%BCrgen_Habermas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Rorty
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/rorty/
http://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Ralph_Waldo_Emerson
http://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Ralph_Waldo_Emerson
http://www.wendtroot.com/spoetry/folder6/ng6212v.html
http://dexonline.ro/
http://www.biblestudytools.com/ncv/john/1.html

http://www.thefreedictionary.com/Grim+Reaper



http://www.thefreedictionary.com/Grim+Reaper

