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SUMMARY
Keywords: Constantin Saban-Fagetel, journalism, culture, Ramuri, Sdamanatorul, Vatra,
magazines, chronicles, discreet figures, Royal Foundations

I. Chapter I Introduction

The framing of the research topic within the communication sciences is obvious:
Constantin Saban-Fagetel being a complex personality, with achievements and innovations in
the cultural life, being, first of all, a valuable man of the Romanian cultural life.

Considering the need of people for culturalization and education, but also the moral
obligation to restore the values, which were manifested in any field, in a place of honor, well
deserved, the study of Constantin Saban-Fagetel's journalistic activity seemed to me to be a
natural approach.

The starting point, and, at the same time, the justification for the validity of the approach,
is the study of the evolution of journalism at international, national level and in the Oltenia
region. The inclusion of the topic in the big family of the field of communication sciences is
the beginning on which I based my research.

The theoretical and conceptual positioning of the 19" and 20™ centuries publicists is the
basis of the of the theoretical and conceptual journalism’s analysis starting from the
international level to Oltenia region, including publications created by Saban-Fagetel which
present the framework of the historical, social, economic analysis, which directly influenced
the publications of the time .

The third chapter is dedicated to the analysis of three hundred articles, published by
Saban-Fagetel in ten publications during 1905-1907.

The analysis of the life and activity of the publicist Constantin Saban-Fagetel, based
on the written documents, brings back to the present the importance of
the Ramuri magazine for the publishing activity from Oltenia of the 20" century.

I made and applied a questionnaire to highlight the notoriety of Constantin Saban-
Fagetel, the man, the publicist, the initiator, the coach of souls, in the consciousness of the
general public in Romania. Without claiming that | have exhausted the Constantin Saban-
Fagetel breach, | have realized that a large number of respondents have in their active
memory the well-defined image of what it meant for the Romanian language, culture and
civilization and, especially, for the affirmation of the spirit creator from the Oltenia area.

Through the questionnaire | aimed to measure the degree of knowledge about the
publishing and cultural activity of Constantin Saban-Fagetel.

The questionnaire was addressed to people from all social categories with concerns
in the field of culture at national level, mainly in the Oltenia area.

The data provided by the respondents were useful in forming an image of the
presence in the national consciousness of Constantin Saban-Fagetel.

After analyzing the raw data of the questionnaire, it showed that those who are aware
are those working in the educational and theological fields, here are included also all those
working in the legal, economic or arts, interested in education, culture and spirituality.
Objectives of the paper:

The main objective of the research is to carry out a series of research, which will
contribute to the development of a monographic work, useful for the publishing environment,
for the history of personalities from Oltenia, but also for students and researchers.



Research methods

In order to gather the data as faithfully as possible related to reality, we used the
method of observation, document analysis, pragmatic analysis and bibliographical research. 1
studied documents and manuscripts from the National Archives, Dolj and Olt
Sections, the Ramuri magazine collection, existing at the Alexandru and Aristia
Aman County Library in Craiova, the Lucian Blaga Central University Library in Cluj
Napoca and the Romanian Academy Library in Bucharest, the
collections of Secolul , Vatra, Lumina, Datina, Drapuluri, Amicul Tinerimii, Bunul
Prieten , Idealul Nostru, Viaga  Literara , Brancusi and Bilete  de papagal, and
articles they published in Oltenia (1943), the number of festive magazine Ramuri (1929) and
the newspaper Gdnd si slova olteneasca (no. 4-5, 1936), the collection of articles from the
volume Credinte literare and the books Destinul unei reviste. Ramuri (1905-1947), author
Florea Firan and Tudor Arghezi and the spirit of Oltenia, published by Zenovie Carlugea
(chapter 11, Tudor Arghezi and the Circle of Oltenian writers also posted in the online edition
of the Gorjeanul newspaper, Tg. Jiu).

Il. Chapter Il Journalism: history, definition, paradigms and evolution

The second section comprises of three main parts, presenting the gradual evolution of
journalism set in a historical context, social and economic basis of internationally level,
studying the developments of first printed texts in Romania, the first newspapers and
magazines in Oltenia, to the exposure of the established publications by Constantin Saban-
Fagetel alongside his activity within the organizations and associations established and
coordinated by him.

C. Saban-Fagetel established or co-founded over ten publications, both in
Craiova and Bucharest, Turnu-Severin or Tg. Jiu, all edited and printed by Ramuri. The
publishing projects had as a landmark, in one way or another, the long-
lived Ramuri magazine (1905-1947). | made an inventory of all the articles published in the
established magazines. | also recorded the cultural projects in which he was involved either
as a director or as a persevering supporter.

11 Chapter 111 Point and counterpoint in the evolution of man and publicist C. Saban-
Fagetel

The third chapter comprises of three main parts, and reviews the life and activity of
the publicist, including an analysis of the correspondence carried by him.

Constantin Saban-Fagetel was born on October 26, 1884[1] in Fagetel commune, Olt
county and made his debut in November 1905 in Amicul tinerimii din Tg. Jiu with the
sketch Tismana (Childhood Memories). The discovery of the two dates are the result of the
approach of the present research, supported by documents in the paper work, which attests
the veracity of the statements.

He constantly communicated with the public, bringing cultural news to people's
homes or taking them out of the house to participate in a cultural-scientific activity. He
published news, stories, and presentations of both personalities and " discreet figures " of the
time, and editorials, and comments, and accessible, current and attractive debates to
readers. So, we call him, without fear of making too many mistakes, the one man-orchestra,
the one who performs, but also directs or promotes the show.

Therefore, we made a pragmatic analysisof the articles published by
Constantin Saban-Fagetel, following a chronological and thematic cataloging.


https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_f#_ftn1

The theme of the articles written by Fagetel was mainly cultural, with elements of
history, literary criticism, education, or socio-political. A significant space in his articles was
given to the description of people of culture, some unjustly forgotten, others less known, in
order to increase the degree of recognizability.

An important place, however, is occupied by literary, artistic chronicles, reviews or
notes on literary, cultural or artistic events, especially in the first fifteen years. His main
concern is the cultural development of the Oltenia region and the encouragement of
initiatives in the field. He wrote important testimonials, true historical documents, regarding
the evolution and development of Ramuri magazine.

Saban-Fagetel's journalistic style is accessible to the general public, exudes optimism,
urges action, encourages, praises initiatives, promotes magazines, newspapers and any
cultural event wherever it may have been taken place.

The analysis of the publishing materials was made in the chronological order of
appearance, dividing the whole activity into three distinct stages: the publishing stage (1905-
1915), the cultural stage (1916-1929) and the socio-political- historical stage (1930-1947),
periods established in depending on the area of concern of Saban-Fagetel and the dominant
theme in his articles. The relevance of the articles was determined by the approached
personality, the social, political or cultural impact of the event in the epoch, by the
appearance of some literary magazines of the time. | also took into account the style and
language of the articles, which evolved throughout the three stages, from didactic and
permissive to incisive and polemical.

I V. The structure of the paper

The paper is organized in three chapters, followed by Conclusions, Bibliography and
Appendices. In the Introduction | have focused on summarizing the background to fit the
subject of my research, the issues, assumptions and questions of analysis and also of the
research methods and the studied sources, that influenced my reflective approach. Chapter 1
(Introduction) is dedicated to presenting the research methodology and analysis of the
applied survey results, in order to discover the knowledge report of the publishing and
cultural achievements of Constantin Saban-Fagetel .

Starting with the core contexts of journalism around the world which have influenced
its development in Romania, Oltenia and thus the journalistic and cultural activity of
Constantin Saban-Fagetel , | presented in Chapter Il contexts from historical, social and
economics perspective of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, and I analyzed
the evolution of first printed manuscripts in our country until the beginning of the twentieth
century.

Third Chapter comprises of a study of it most published articles by Constantin Saban-
Fagetel during 1905-1947. The analysis highlighted the evolution of the topics
of articles from pro-samanatorism, traditionalist literary criticism, analysis of contemporary
and socio-political publications in the period 1905-1915, to culture and the need of cultural
institutions, promoting authentic values, including people who valued the need of knowledge
and feeling for readers ( between 1916 and 1929 ), so that in the last part of his life (1930-
1947) leaned himself towards the nationalism, monarchy, the promotion of education and
culture and valuable people, but who had failed to assert themselves. The study of the
correspondence carried out by Saban-Fagetel revealed authentic historical documents,
necessary for the reconstruction of the cultural and journalistic life from the beginning of the
20" century, but also portraits and valuable characters.



V . Research results . conclusions

Constantin Saban-Fagetel's activity is diverse and rich in achievements, perhaps
precisely because he needed to fight continuously and wanted to leave something solid
behind: publicist, founder of newspapers and magazines, director of numerous publications,
director of a printing house, the president of the Union / Society of Oltenia Writers or the
director of the Royal Foundations Oltenia Branch.

It has constantly evolved, both in the area of interests and in the area of journalistic
style. The first articles published in Ramuri are full of innocence, plans, childish enthusiasm
and dedication. From the articles published in the years 1930-1940, there is an incisive,
determined, firm tone. What has not changed over the years has been his desire to build
permanently, to bring change to others by encouraging native talents, organizing numerous
cultural events and involvement in all organizations, associations or leagues that help
Romanian writing and the development of a national consciousness.

Studying the magazines collections, archival documents and manuscripts from the
State Archives Dolj and Olt Branches, the Romanian Academy Library, has led to important
discoveries regarding the development of the publicist’s life, cultural achievements,
commitment and tenacity with which he pursued every idea, but it also caused some
inaccuracies, mismatches and even empty periods or chronological delays. I want all these
doubts to be supported by evidence or clarified by finding other sources of research.

This paper isa unique approach, an in depth analysis of complex and diverse
publishing activity in both the theme addressed and the style adopted depending on the type
of article writing, without neglecting the innovative achievements in art, culture and
education.

| 1| State Archives Olt Register St documents signed Civil Olt, Post River, communa Fagetel,
File 5706/70404/1107 / 27 / p. 54, Birth certificate, Constantin Galinoiu Serban
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