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The paper "Christian Orthodox School - a transdisciplinary perspective for innovative
management - Anastasia Popescu Orthodox Pedagogical High School — Case study” is, as
shown in argument, the fruit of an applied research activity, which goes through the history of
the establishment of the school, starting in 1994 — the emergence of the Holy Virgin Foundation,
as the initiator of the educational project, the proximity of teacher Anastasia Popescu and the
evolution of the particular educational unit, following the acquisition of patriarchal blessings.
The founders' decision came in support of the creation of a private school to provide children
with Christian-Orthodox Religion classes. In this respect, the "Arc-en-Ciel" Kindergarten and
subsequently the "Anastasia Popescu” Secondary School, out of a desire to train children as

harmonious, God-loving and respectful personalities for the traditions and history of the nation.

Also in Argument, the terms of the title of the work are explained and it is pointed out that the
researched reality has experienced a particular dynamism. What gives the theme topicality and
novelty aspect is the pursuit of the place of the Christian-Orthodox school in the current
landscape of Romanian education, as well as its potential to represent a model of good practice

multiplicable.

In Introduction, after explaining the importance and actuality of the theme, which set out to
highlight the aspects that the Christian-Orthodox School can recommend, the elements that
support the research itself appear. The purpose of the research is to investigate the
characteristics of a Christian-Orthodox school, demonstrating the benefits of innovative
management, which brings in the teaching-learning-assessment process the transdisciplinary
perspective. The paper highlights the improver impact of the Religion class on school life,

which recommends its presence at all levels of education.

The following are listed the Objectives, the Questions that supported the research, and the
Working Hypotheses: in the Christian-Orthodox school, school life is subsumed, in its entirety,
the values of the Christian-Orthodox faith and the Hristic model; the teacher, unlike the religion
teacher, occupies an essential place in achieving the success of the school; it is possible to take
over the model offered by the Christian-Orthodox school as a viable alternative in the

educational process.



As the Stage of research, the current situation of Christian-Orthodox schools with this assumed
status is highlighted, compared to those organized by other denominations, with an evolution
in terms of the levels accessed by Christian-Orthodox schools, which remain fewer in number.
However, they can be joined by a lot of initiatives, to which research refers, of some churches
and monasteries, to organize non-formal educational activities that support children and their

families.

The research methodology sought to start from a moderately objective attitude, and, as

a perspective, its applicative dimension paves the way for future studies.

Seeking to highlight the extent to which the Christian-Orthodox school responds to a real need
of families, the paper points out, as a stake in research, that, over the early years, the Christian-
Orthodox school has had to fight, over time, with multiple challenges, pointing out that the
2020 and 2021 school years — which faced the world pandemic — could be overcome well
precisely because of innovative management, by bringing a transdisciplinary perspective in the
teaching-learning-assessment process and thanks to well-trained teachers , which share the

values of faith and shape the School-Family-Church relationship from the Hristic Model.

Chapter | — the Christian Orthodox School in the Romanian educational context —
follows the historical framework in which the Christian-Orthodox school evolved, studying the
road of Anastasia Popescu Orthodox Pedagogical High School, which starts in 1994, through
the establishment of the Blessed Virgin Mary Foundation and the kindergarten where teacher
Anastasia Popescu taught. At that time, there were no religious classes at other kindergartens.
In particular, there is a need to focus on the context of the resumption of Religion classes in
public education, with the 2014-2015 episode, when parents were put in the position of opting
for students — their children — to participate in these classes. Next, the legislation on Romanian
private education and its last up-to-date is followed by the new standards of the Romanian
Agency for Quality Assurance in Pre-university Education (ARACIP) and the Guides that have
emerged or are emerging. The work brings a critical perspective - from the point of view of a
Christian-Orthodox school — on these guidance materials.

Also in this chapter appears, taken from the ARACIP Register, the number of Christian-
Orthodox educational establishments and the evolution, over time, of their levels of schooling.
There is discussion that schools with a declared Christian-Orthodox profile are relatively few,
compared to those organized by various cults. However, the diversification, with the passage

of several years, of their levels of schooling, demonstrates that they occupy a necessary place,
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desired and expected by parents. Finally, the ways of integrating the Orthodox private school
into the national education system and its achievements in terms of academic results are

followed.

Chapter Il — The Model of the Savior — the Accomplished Pedagogue — highlights
the importance of the Hristic model for the teachers of the Christian-Orthodox school, which
emerges both from the work of teacher Anastasia Popescu How to teach children Religion and
other works cited. In particular, it emphasizes the need for management to follow Christian
values, as long as the manager has as his model the Perfect Pedagogue who is Jesus Christ and
the Teachings of Scripture. Such a manager values the possibilities of religion classes to deal
with multidisciplinary and transdisciplinary various topics of study. The approach is supported
with arguments from quoted texts and passages of How to Teach Children Religion, which

emphasizes the integrative nature of the Religion class.

It is pointed out that, in order to form character and to build a spiritual foundation in children,
it would be necessary to introduce the hours of Religion into the Curriculum for Early
Education. The paper follows, in this regard, the current proposals for the five Areas of
Development. The conclusion of the present study is that, although early education aims at a
transdisciplinary approach, in the context of the application of the specific curriculum, it does
not provide, for the public kindergarten, in any way explicitly, the development of the spiritual
dimension of the child, its preparation to perceive and understand the surrounding world
differently than in terms of records.
In this respect, projects of Christian-Orthodox schools support the development, at a young age,
of the spiritual dimension, of what can be called — spiritual intelligence.

The paper marks the fact that for the culture of a dynamic school organization there is
an urgent need for innovation, which is aimed at the life of the school itself and the relationship
with the Family, but which must also take into account the secularized environment in which

the school lives and towards which it must position itself.

Undoubtedly, innovation in school is based on a managerial vision that assumes the need for
renewal made for the benefit of all actors involved in education, and here, once again, there is
a need for projects that support the training of children from a spiritual and cultural perspective.
But the study insists on the need to train teachers to take over the teaching model — evaluation

that takes advantage of the possibility of working together, multi-disciplinary, various objects



of study. It is of major importance for teachers to adher to the same set of values within a

common organisational culture.

The paper even proposes the creation of a Guide of Christian-Orthodox Schools that would help

families to better guide in finding the desired kindergarten and school for children.

Chapter 11l — Religion as a school discipline — reviews the status of the religion class in the
past, as well as after the 1989 revolution. It is shown that, in the 1990s, teacher Anastasia
Popescu and her friend Laetitia Leonte tried to make programs and plans for this discipline.
Specific legislation is highlighted, starting from articles of the Romanian Constitution, as well

as the situation of Religious Education in countries of the European Union.

Schools established or supported by the Orthodox Church Romanian are also listed.
Subsequently, the dispute arising from the placement of the religion class in the school
curriculum is widely watched, with the related legislative changes and comments of the
positions of recent years. In this respect, it is pointed out that the religion class has emerged
strengthened from the controversies listed, that teachers have benefited from successive
trainings, and textbooks, methods and means of education have been rethought, taking into
account the general context of the school and the introduction of new technologies in the
teaching-learning process. On this occasion, the work highlights the efforts of the Orthodox

Church on issues related to the education of children and the training of teachers.

On the situation of Religion teachers, the research insists in particular, stressing their
responsibility, but also the large number of collectives of children that belong to each, in order
to satisfy a teaching norm. These aspects are commented on with the help of a questionnaire
whose answers become the basis for finding possible solutions, which the paper proposes. The
chapter focuses the focus on the current status of the religion class, in the legislative context
and from the perspective of the change in the curriculum, occurring for the pre-school, primary
and secondary levels, and soon to follow the high school level. Respondents include Father
Radu Preda, Academician llie Badescu, writer Alex. Stefanescu, teachers Andreea Preda,
Adrian Papahagi, Mihai Gheorghiu and Lidia Stares, Costion Nicolescu, Teodor Baconschi,
iconic artist Elena Murariu and other personalities that could have a relevant opinion regarding
Religion classes. Although there are different points of view regarding the scoring of students
and the curriculum of the Religion discipline, their conclusions are unanimous in favour of
multiplying Christian-Orthodox schools and maintaining the Religion class throughout entire

schooling.



Chapter IV — Case study — Anastasia Popescu Pedagogical High School — draws up
Anastasia Popescu's pedagogical profile, after a review of her biography, lists the conceptions
of Romanian pedagogues of the 20th century, from which Anastasia Popescu claims and lists
her ideas, proposing their interpretation from the point of view of the latest points of view in
pedagogy. Two are the values she emphasizes: The child is the greatest gift God gives to a
couple, and Not a moment does a good teacher lose sight of the Savior's way of behaving —
the Pedagogue by excellence. It follows a path of the evolution of the educational unit proposed
as a case study — from the Initiator Foundation (1994), to Orthodox Pedagogical High School
Anastasia Popescu. Education levels, the opening of new working points, following requests
from parents, as well as the specific educational offer of the school, representative projects and
the learning outcomes obtained constantly by students over the years.

At the end of the chapter, we briefly mention the possible ways for the school to train
children - even the adults next to them - in the Christian-Orthodox spirit in the future, while
maintaining its excellence and exigency. academic, in an increasingly morally diluted general
context. The road is configured by the management based on the unwavering faith and the
Christocentric model, on the permanent connection with the Romanian pedagogical thinking,
but also on the openness to the new, taking over and adapting what is compatible with the school
vision, to build the children's character based on Christian values. Orthodox and train teachers,
without losing a moment of hearts Prayer to the Perfect Teacher.

Going through the period in which the school continued online brought a series of
changes. Although he overcame them, apparently, well, in perspective, it seems essential to
carry the school ethos. The future depends on cohesion, consistency, perseverance and the

establishment of fundamental Christian-Orthodox values.

Chapter V — Examples of good practice. Orthodox schools in the Romanian system and multiple
models of innovative management, inter and trans-idisciplinarity — mentions activities in the
field of education that emphasize transdisciplinarity and innovation in this field. The ability of

religion to be a truly integrative discipline is emphasized.

Thus, the projects that offered other schools models and working solutions and transdisciplinary
work, as well as the creation of a Guide for teachers with this topic are mentioned.

For the case studies, the purpose of the research, the objectives, the work variables and the
hypotheses are mentioned again. The research sample is established, chosen so as to include

educational units from all development regions of the country, as private initiatives, or as public
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schools, from the perspective of innovative management and reporting to Christian-Orthodox

values.

An Orthodox school was selected from the existing development regions, as a private or state
initiative (North-East Development Region, North-West Development Region, West
Development Region, South-West Development Region Oltenia, Development Region
Bucharest-1lfov, South-East Development Region): Highschool Varlaam, Secondary School
Bunavestire Gradinari-Olt, School Agatonia - Piscu, Orthodox Theological Seminary from
Cluj-Napoca, Primary School Sfantul Nicolae Arad, Secondary School Copil dorit, Bucharest,
Anastasia Popescu Orthodox Pedagogical High School.

Unitatile de Tnvatimant urmarite sunt prezentate succint, prin trasaturi definitorii si initiative
specifice, tindnd cont de valorile comune care Indreptitesc asezarea lor in categoria scolilor
crestin-ortodoxe. Acestora li s-a aplicat un chestionar, iar raspunsurile sunt comentate pe larg,
in sectiunile Rezultatele cercetarii si Interpretarea rezultatelor cercetarii, care apar clarificate
n zece puncte. Astfel, se subliniaza faptul ca demersul de fata nu se doreste a fi doar o trecere
in revistd, in urma cercetarii, a unor trasaturi definitorii pentru scoala crestin-ortodoxa, ci si-a
propus trasarea unor posibile directii care sa ofere Incredere pentru o asteptata replicare viitoare,
acoperind dimensiunea sustenabilitatii. in acest sens, putem vorbi despre: managementul scolii
crestin-ortodoxe care se bazeazad pe un set comun de competente, dar are ca fundament valorile
credintei; acestea trebuie impartasite de intreg personalul si sunt orientate catre copil, ca dar al
lui Dumnezeu pentru Familie, Scoala si Patrie; scoala trebuie sa aibd 0 coerenta afectiva,
aceasta se bazeaza si, in acelasi timp, sustine coerenta mediului educational; demersul comun
este formarea discernamantului copiilor, care sa ii sprijine in parcursul ulterior; rezultatele bune
scolare la disciplina Religie, antreneaza rezultate bune si la alte materii de studiu; se contureaza
rolul integrator al orei de Religie; educatia prin cultura este sustinutd printr-o multitudine de
proiecte care au drept fir conducator raportarea la credinta crestin-ortodoxa; profesorii lucreaza
in echipa pentru a oferi copiilor o viziune coerenta asupra lumii; prin acesti dascali, adevarati
apostoli, pot fi facute vii si traitoare valorile credintei; comunitatea scolara, in intregul sau, se
raporteazd la Modelul Mantuitorului.

The schools pursued are briefly presented, through defining features and specific initiatives,
taking into account the common values that justify their placement in the category of Christian-
Orthodox schools. A questionnaire was applied to them and the answers are commented on in
detail in the Research Findings and Interpretation of Research Findings (Comments and

discussion) sections, which are clarified in ten points. Thus, it is underlined that the present
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approach is not intended to be just a review, following the research, of some defining features
for the Christian-Orthodox school, but it aims to draw some possible directions that will provide
confidence for an expected future replication, covering the dimension of sustainability. In this
sense, we can talk about: the management of the Christian-Orthodox school which is based on
a common set of competencies, but is based on the values of faith; they must be shared by all
staff and are child-oriented, as God's gift to the Family, School, and Country; the school must
have emotional coherence; it is based on and, at the same time, supports the coherence of the
educational environment; the common approach is the formation of children's discernment,
which will support them in the subsequent course; good school results in the discipline of
Religion, leads to good results in other subjects; the integrative role of the Religion class is
outlined; education through culture is supported by a multitude of projects that have as their
guiding thread the relation to the Christian-Orthodox faith; teachers work as a team to give
children a coherent view of the world; through these teachers, true apostles, the values of the
faith can be made alive and living; the school community as a whole relates to the Savior's
Model.

Chapter VI - Conclusions: Theoretical and practical recommendations resulting from the
research - The possibility to multiply, as an example of good practice, the experience of
Christian-Orthodox schools, both the Orthodox Pedagogical High School Anastasia Popescu
and other educational units in Bucharest and the country - The final chapter highlights the
benefits of the School - Family - Church partnership and makes six proposals, resulting from
the research undertaken that can bring improvements to both schools and the education system
as a whole.

Research shows that it is possible to build a harmonious environment, through a management
based on the values of faith, sincere and authentic, without stridency, which puts the child at
the center of concerns and creates a network of well-being and self-help for all community
members built on the same set of values. whose guiding thread is woven from Faith, Love, and
Hope.

In conclusion, the wish is expressed that this research will result in the success of the
multiplication of Christian-Orthodox schools, which offer parents a Romanian educational
alternative, in a divided world and build for children an environment of growth and character
formation based on values. Faith, Truth and Beauty. These initiatives will be able to be based
on a management that has the capacity to innovate, offering children - through the most

appropriate formulas - ways to understand the underlying connections of things. But the success
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of the approach will be ensured by a teaching staff which, in addition to the elite training, will

have been formed in the love of God and the Nation and will shape the children in these values.
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