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Szeklerland and its history raised the interest of numerous researchers over the last decades. 

This land and its inhabitants have always lived otherwise than other nationalities in Transylvania; 

different, sometimes favorable laws were applied to Székelys, and in exchange they had different 

commitments. Observing the various periods of time, we recognize an entirely distinct history of 

the Székelys in the Middle Ages and in the Early Modern Times. While for Hungary's history the 

watershed moment was the Battle at Mohács, and for Transylvania it was the time when the country 

split in three, research has found that for Székelyföld this moment is represented by the events that 

took place in 1562. Almost every book and article regarding the history of Székelys in the Period 

of the Principality starts with the phrase that 'after 1562 a new era has begun'. If we analyze the 

events of this period and the processes started in the Middle Ages we must agree with this 



statement, because after the orders of Sighișoara the status and rights, but mostly the social relations 

of the residents of Székelyföld have turned over completely. The introduction of the ius regium 

(unapplied for this region before) and the sinking of the free Székelys into villeinage set on a 

process of feudalism never known before in county territories. However, the Székelys appear in 

the newly formed Transylvanian Principality as one of the Orders of the Principality and their elite 

members started playing roles in different political, diplomatic or military tasks in the interest of 

the country. In this way, the Székely Seats did not only hold an opinion in the parliament as a 

community, but the wealthy elites could also form the roleplaying of different Seats in key matters. 

Analyzing the history of Csík Seat and its approach to politics in the Period of the Principality, the 

above statement is entirely recognizable. Before explaining this thought, I'd like to outline the main 

themes and perspectives of my thesis and first of all clarify what I mean by Csík Seat. As well 

known, in the Period of the Principality, Csík Seat appears alongside Gyergyó and Kászon Seats, 

these two being sub-seats. With my research I will not concern these sub-seats (though in some 

cases I will mention them) mainly because they have been separatley investigated already by 

others. Dezső Garda has written several books and articles of Gyergyó region and its history in the 

Early Modern Times, while Imreh István and Pataki József have published many articles and a 

monograph of Kászon Seat. 

Although Sándor Pál-Antal, Judit Balogh, Dezső Garda and numerous other scholars have 

touched the history of Csík Seat along their own researches, a specific work focusing only on this 

territory and its residents has not been written yet. I believe my research regarding Csík Seat in the 

Period of the Principality is a suppletory work that will raise the interest of both the historians and 

a wider public. I start my research with a political history frame that will support the reader 

throughout the rest of the thesis making the small details in the history of the settlement and of the 

society more understandable. I determined the interval of my research between 1562–1690, 

analyzing in this time the Csík Seat that lies in the Ciuc Basin with all its 36 settlements, its general 

society but also its local elite and everyday stories. As I have mentioned before, in the Period of 

the Principality the Székelys were involved in national politics as one of the Orders of the 

Principality. Thus, in analyzing the region I considered important to first review and present the 

political roleplaying of Csík Seat in this period. This is a rather crucial matter in understanding the 

contemporary conditions of Csík. Those that lived here have not only took on roles in politics as a 

community (in electing the Prince or other jurisdictions) but the members of their noble families 



have represented and affected the Seat's opinion with their personal decisions. During my research 

it became clearly visible what the consequences of these decisions were. After 1562 the nobles and 

'lófő'-s have tried to enforce their right as a community, disregarding entirely the free-folk. On the 

other hand, eminent families like the Andrási's and Becz's, members of which were part of national 

politics (and were also relatives of each other), by taking different stands they've divided the 

population of Csík Seat. In 1571, at the election of Prince István Báthory a part of the people led 

by Andrási supported Gáspár Bekes, while the other part led by Pál Becz supported Báthory. This 

conflict led to a collision causing serious destructions among the population. Such two camps will 

not form anymore later on but at further elections and in other important political decisions the 

people in Csík will often have different opinions from other Seats, which I will try to present in 

detail.  

To the previous topic closely relates the presentation of the local elite and officeholders 

(captain generals, chief justices) and the analysis of their involvement in contemporary politics. 

Based on written sources I've compiled a database of the officeholders' of Csík Seat between 1562–

1690. While not complete, it is still the first such detailed database for this topic. In addition, there 

is a detailed examination of their scope of duties, as well as the analysis of the relationship-network 

of different personalities. These aspects extend our knowledge about the people of Csík in such 

way that we gain a better understanding about the functioning of the Seat. In this chapter, alongside 

introducing the officeholders, I'll present their political roleplays, careers and family relations. It 

becomes clear how much the career and course of life of some families in many cases depended 

on the elected Prince. Their rise, as well as their fall is closely related to the Ruler and his will. In 

Csík Seat there are several such examples. For example, losing the support of the Prince has forced 

the Andrási's to leave, while the Lázár family, thanks to their exceptional sense of diplomacy have 

survived the 16th century and kept almost all Seat offices in the 17th century for themselves or for 

members of related families (in our case, the Petki's). In officeholding, cousinship was very 

important and as a result in these offices of the 17th century Csík appeared magnates that originated 

from neighboring seats or counties. Family relations formed through marriages, thus they married 

either a member of a local noble family or had a previous relation to the Seat, for example on 

maternal side. The work of the local elite had an obvious effect on the settlement-history of Csík 

and on the everyday life of society. On one hand, the officeholders and the local elite who took 



part in umpiring were the ones to form village-laws and on the other hand, the village meetings 

mostly took place in their manors. 

In understanding the settlement-network in the Period of Principality in Csík Seat the 

different conscriptions (tax, military), lawsuit memorials, and various archive documents (e.g. 

estate-division certificates) provide the information’s. The positioning of the villages may very 

well have been influenced by the environmental circumstances. It is interesting to see that in the 

most eastern region of Transylvania, a border zone, the villages of Csík also lie mostly on the 

eastern part of the basin. Positioning on this side benefits animal husbandry but it also means more 

prominent danger because of the attacks coming from east. To unfold this subject, I first compiled 

an extensive table about the settlements in Csík and their number of inhabitants based on different 

historical sources (tax conscription of 1567, population conscription of 1614). I ranked the villages 

according to the number of residents and then analyzed in detail the information recovered from 

the sources. From the various lists and conscriptions stands out that compared to other seats Csík 

Seat disposes of not only a large number of settlements but they are also considerably more 

populous. This obviously also affected the economical background of the people living here. A 

good example for this is when the Prince who possessed a considerable number of villein-estates 

in Székelyföld, thus in Csík too, distributed them among his loyals after 1562, therefore the 

distributable villein-estates ran out and for the next persons that gained rank and arms it was only 

a grant of title without the estates. As a result, the layer of the so called 'armalists' has appeared. 

The local characteristics of the region have undoubtably formed the situation. However, the church 

(sanctuary) extensions of the period are closely related to the expansion of the noble layer, because 

with a growing number of church-supporters came the need for more seats. The most significant 

donations, such as altars, church windows, roofing, etc. were obviously provided by members of 

distinguished families of the Seat. The 'lófő'-s, 'pedestrians' (infantry) and their servants like 

villeins and cotters were just as an integral part of the Seat's history like the nobles we've mentioned 

before. While the latter meant 1-2 % of the society, another considerable proportion in Csík was 

made up of those with 'lófő' status. 

The chapter presenting the history and morphosis of the local society predominantly relies 

on information from censuses and lists. Based on them I analyze the proportion of different social 

layers in all reviewable villages of Csík. The laws of the parliament and the Székely-politics of the 



Rulers had a well traceable effect on the local society. Additionally, the before mentioned political 

roleplay of the communal or local elite had also formed the fate of those living here. I analyze these 

in detail and present the relations between different groups: what it meant to belong to the military 

order (nobles, 'lófő'-s, pedestrians/infantry) or to those serving them (villeins and cotters), what 

were their rights and commitments. The last chapter presents the everyday life and lifestyle of those 

living here, predominantly that of the nobles', which strongly connects to the social history of the 

region. In historical research the area of material culture is less analyzed. Although Kinga Tüdős 

S. did treat the lifestyle and material culture of the Székely nobles, no such work considering Csík 

Seat has been done so far. In our case, we do not dispose of manor inheritance inventories, so I 

tried to form an overall image of the nobel lifestyle in Csík based on different types of sources. 

Analyzing the sporadically surviving testaments, the documents of church archives, such as the 

Black Book of Joannes Kájoni, of different Domus Historia, we gain insight not only to the 

activities of local supporters of the church, but also to their economical potential and their living 

standards.  

By the thorough analyze and presentation of the abovementioned topics, we gain new 

information about the noble society of Csík Seat in the Period of Principality. Before presenting 

the different matters, first of all we need a detailed historiographic review and an analysis of the 

related written sources, the type of which being very diverse, thus needing various perspectives. 
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