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Summary 

 

For centuries, the historical families of Transylvania have taken their situation as a 

mission and a duty. Many of them used their wealth for the benefit of the public, donating to the 

support and establishment of churches and educational institutions, but the patronage of literature 

and the support of the arts and sciences were not relegated to the background either. In contrast 

to the aristocracy of Western Europe and Hungary, the lords of Transylvania were forced to 

preserve traditional social functions. Due to its wealth and social status, the Hungarian nobility 

of Transylvania of the period recognized the necessity and significance of knowledge and 

education. In their circles we meet excellent statesmen, politicians, but also artists, writers and 

scientists. With their way of life, patronage, works of art and books, they have enhanced the 

development of the country, thus having a positive effect on society and its education. 

The aristocracy was forced to compromise over the course of the century in order to pass 

its wealth and social weight, after the October Diploma the conservative baron Ferenc Kemény 

took on a key position, as well as count Imre Mikó who always aligned with the liberals. In the 

future we will find the representatives of the aristocracy who mediate the continuity and the 

assurance of their interests on both sides. Despite the somewhat contradictory political role of the 

nobility, it had indisputable virtues in supporting culture, and as a leading stratum of the age 

serving as a model for other social strata. 

Looking at the first half of the 19th century, we can see significant progress: the system 

of local and national cultural institutions (scientific societies, reading associations, public 

libraries and other collections) begins to develop, the school network has continued to be built, 

and the number of teachers and students has increased. At the same time, we cannot ignore the 

signs of backwardness. There was no school in half of the localities, the number of teachers fell 

short of what was needed despite the increase, and the literacy rate was low. Churches played a 

crucial role in education. Until 1846, teacher training was entrusted exclusively to the churches: 



Catholics conducted it in training schools, Protestants relied on the articulated educational 

system of their colleges. 

The national thought began to become more and more powerful, and after 1825 the 

question of civic transformation and national independence also came to the fore. By this time, 

the first institutions set up specifically for cultural purposes have appeared. As there were very 

few public libraries in the reform era, aristocratic private libraries were of enormous importance, 

and the organization of reading associations did not begin until later. 

 

Research motivation 

While catalogs of private libraries have rarely been compiled in recent centuries, more 

and more people have taken advantage of this opportunity in the 19th century. This librarianship 

was usually carried out by people who knew the collection, the system of contemporary sciences, 

and needed some practical sense to place the books on the shelves economically and in a space-

saving way, so as to ensure findability and also pay attention to the thematic order. The aim of 

our research is to get to know count Imre Mikó’s library and book collecting habits with the help 

of the sources. The book catalogs he compiled served as the primary source for compiling the 

history of the library. In a historical approach, we tried to present the development of the library, 

the directions and tendencies of the collection, as well as the owner’s approach (attitude), as his 

way of life and education played a role in its formation. In addition, we highlight count Imre 

Mikó’s activities as the founder of the institution, by analyzing his statements and the 

contemporary context, and by trying to reconstruct and compare his thinking about cultural 

support, so that we can find out how he contributed to the development of civic culture. The 

inventory and presentation of private libraries is useful and necessary for the cultural history, on 

the one hand, to show what knowledge the readers of the collection could have based on, and 

what ideas could shape their worldview. 

Another aspect of the dissertation is count Imre Mikó’s mental and intellectual biography 

with the reconstruction of his personality. Based on the sources, we tried to depict his 

individuality in different roles and different eras, all in chronological order and placed on a curve 

of historical development. Due to Imre Mikó’s versatility, it was necessary to expand into several 

areas in order to create a life story, because in this way the life image could fit harmoniously into 

the whole age image. This is because the intellectual biography is nothing more than an 



individual's reflection in his age and spiritual currents. His spiritual image encompasses all that 

his age offered and could give, and that he learnt from. In addition, his way of life and living 

conditions as a whole had a great effect on his intellectual behavior, as he played a key role in 

organizing the intellectual and political life of Transylvania. Imre Mikó's diversity – patron, 

cultural organizer, institution founder, historian, politician – does not form a violently formed 

harmony, but a mature, deep coherence. Our goal is to show how this wonderful mind was 

formed and developed. 

Count Imre Mikó considered it important not only to acquire books to help him with his 

daily work, but he also knew how important it was to save the book heritage. He saved and 

bought several legacies that were lost and doomed to destruction, and at the same time copied 

various archival sources and printed works to write his works. We cannot talk about indications 

in his own library, the detailed division of the specialties could help the orientation. The change 

in the thematic composition, which started already during the 18th century, intensified, as the 

number of religious books decreased, it was replaced by law and history, supplemented with 

management textbooks, and the range of biographies and travelogues expanded. The layout of 

the library and the change in the thematic layout of the book material also testify to the general 

processes that took place in the 18th–19th centuries in Hungary and in Transylvania in the 

history of the reception of European intellectual currents. 

 

The structure of the paper  

The paper is divided into 11 chapters. After the topic`s delimition and the 

historiographical review, follows an introduction to the role of the book and library in 

Transylvanian society, and then the presentation of the biography of Imre Mikó. Chapter 5 

includes, in addition to the history of the inherited book fund, data on book publishing and 

distribution in Cluj, as well as the composition and development of the count's library. This is 

followed by an analysis of the library based on the thematic catalog and the activity of the count 

on the publication of historical sources, patronage and organization of science in the light of its 

correspondence. The final section discusses the history of the library as cultural heritage, with 

the conclusions, bibliography and annexes of the paper. 

In our dissertation we tried to explore the history of count Imre Mikó's library and to 

introduce his book collecting habits. The development of the library accurately reflects the 



evolution of the owner’s attitude, and over time the collector and his collection have changed and 

risen. The inherited book stock created the foundation, which later began to grow and became a 

mature library by the end of the 1860s, in parallel with the formation of Imre Mikó's intellectual 

image, thinking about cultural support and founding his institution. 

Relying primarily on archival sources, we mapped the count's book-purchasing habits, 

namely with the help of accounts kept in the family archives. These are accompanied by 

alphabetical and thematic catalogs, which show an accurate picture of the volumes held by the 

count in a given period. Of course, the library was not only expanded through purchases, but 

several volumes were added to the collection as gifts. Examining his reading habits, it turned out 

that he not only used his own library, but also visited private and public collections during his 

research, and in many cases asked for copies of documents that were important to him. 

While in the early 1840s the total stock was 800 volumes, the 1850s data already testify 

to a collection of more than 2000 volumes. Of course, the inheritance from his father-in-law, 

Ádám Rhédey, which later merged completely into Mikó's library, contributed greatly to this 

growth. Typically, in addition to acquiring new books, the count also sought to purchase old and 

valuable pieces. He had a constant good relationship with the booksellers in Cluj-Napoca and 

Pest-Buda, who, thanks to their consigner relations, tried the impossible to get a book. In 

Tilsch’s, Mrs. Barra’s and Stein’s, as well as Pál Burián’s shops, the count turned up countless 

times, as he sometimes took over his order in person. The billing of the transport costs revealed 

that books were sent to the count from several European cities (Vienna, Leipzig, Leiden, 

Frankfurt, Wittenberg, Heidelberg, Basel, Geneva, Antwerp). According to the alphabetical 

catalog, by the mid-1850s, the number of volumes owned by the count approached five 

thousand. As for the linguistic and thematic distribution of books, there has been a steady 

increase in the number of books in Hungarian to the detriment of those in Latin and German, 

while the number of religious volumes has decreased and scientific and literary works have 

increased. Regarding the year of publication of the books, the earliest is a work by Plutarch 

published in 1514, as well as a further 62 volumes of 16th century work. The number of 17th-

century publications reaches 231, and one-third of the list is made up of books published in the 

18th century. However, most of the prints in the catalog are 19th century printed matter. 

 

Conclusions 



The thematic distribution of the books is characterized by a duality, on the one hand, in 

addition to the classics, there is a considerable collection of volumes written on the topics of 

theology and religion. On the other hand, in addition to literature, the number of works related to 

history and jurisprudence has been steadily increasing. As the count began to collect more 

intensively in the ’50s, the works of contemporary authors in the library increased exponentially, 

perhaps due to the count's attempt to gather the latest, up-to-date information about the fields of 

science he studied. His historical and political activities required this kind of attitude. He ordered 

the daily press and magazines not only for himself, but while his son was alive, he sent them to 

him with great zeal. 

The thematic catalog of his library may have been made in the early 1860s, and it is 

interesting that two different people’s handwriting can be discovered in it. The entries of the first 

hand can also be found in the alphabetical catalog, the second one is no longer, and these were 

considered additions. Certainly both catalogs were made in the mid-1850s, but only the thematic 

one was supplemented with subsequent acquisitions, so that the count's book-buying actions can 

be accurately followed. With a qualitative and quantitative analysis of the 34 thematic groups, 

we pointed out the richness and diversity of the library. A closer examination of the list shed 

light on Imre Mikó's book-buying habits, as we learnt exactly when and what he bought, and 

from this we could also find out the reasons for the purchase. 

The compositional and linguistic change that took place during the 19th century can be 

seen in Imre Mikó’s library, because, contrary to the practice of previous centuries, the collection 

of books written in the mother tongue became primary, while religious and theological works 

were pushed into the background. Scientific works and national literature came to the fore, and 

in the count's library, legal and historical works were considerable, which helped in his daily 

work. 

Deservedly called the Széchenyi of Transylvania by his contemporaries, he became a 

successful leader of the Hungarians in Transylvania during one of the most difficult historical 

periods in the country. His intellectual legacy and the institutions he founded are now an 

inalienable part of our cultural heritage and identity. Count Imre Mikó has gained a prominent 

place in the history of Hungarian culture, his name is associated with the founding of the 

Transylvanian Museum Association, the reorganization of the Transylvanian Economic 

Association, the revival of theater life in Cluj-Napoca, the help of Transylvanian educational 



institutions, the opening of the Hungarian University of Cluj-Napoca in 1872. He is a founder 

and patron serving the public interest, who, with his versatile talent and diversified work, wanted 

to serve the material and intellectual development of the country. 
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