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Key words: bishops of Oradea, the Anjou period, Hungarian king, pope, Avignon, chapter of 

Oradea, Romanians, origins, carreer in the church (ecclesiastical and laic hierarchy), university 

studies, enthronement as bishop (electio canonica, king’s candidate, Pope’s candidate, change of 

episcopal see), umpirage, actions at law, properties, privileges, ecclesiastical and familial 

support, vicar and episcopal clerk, ecclesiastical institution, ecclesiastical constructions 

(cathedral, episcopal palace), cult of Saint László, Hungarian saint kings. 

 

 I decided to debate in my thesis the chronological period between 1301-1395. The death 

of András the 3rd in 14th of January 1301 meant the end of Árpád dynasty and the beginning of 

Anjou era. The year of 1395 is the end of an epoch for the Anjou dynasty and for the prelates of 

Oradea. The dynasty of Anjou came to an end on 17th of May 1395, when Queen Mária, the 

daughter of Lajos the Great, died in a equitation accident together with her heir. János Cudara 

bishop also died somewhen between November 26-28 1395. 

 My thesis is framed in the historical literature of Hungarian, Romanian and international 

context: about the epoch and sovereigns of Anjou; medieval episcopate of Oradea and its 

bishops, including the research of urban history, history of art, archeology; other 

archiepiscopates, episcopates, other archbishops and bishops; papacy from Avignon, the 

relations between the Holy See and Hungary in the period of Anjou. 

 One of the methodological pylons of my thesis represent works with biographical 

characteristics: those which were written by Margit Beke with regard to archiepiscopates of 

Esztergom (2003) and modern biographies about the bishops of Pécs written by László Koszta 

and Tamás Fedeles. Using these resources, I analyzed the whole biography of bishops from 

Oradea (from their birth to death, including activities from the dioceses), following the next 

criterions, which determined the structure of my thesis: origins (the question of identification, 

social status, ancesters, family, relatives and their career), career before getting the episcopal see 

(laic and episcopal/capitular functions), university studies (demonstrated or supposed), getting 

the episcopal dignity (the chapter’s election, exchange of dignity, Pope’s or king’s candidate, 

support from the relatives), trials (the bishop as a judge, his role in trials which involved the 

family and the episcopate, defending the rights, invasions), the questions of possession (accesion, 

recovery and change of familial and episcopal possessions), privileges (from the king or pope), 

ecclesiastical and familial support, the activity of vicar and episcopal clerk, ecclesiastical 



foundations, ecclesiastical architecture (especially the basilica), artistic patronage (especially 

sculpture), beginning of Saint László cult (separate topic), episcopal monuments (heraldry, seal, 

grave). 

 The other methodological pylons are the analyzes regarding to the social group of the 

prelates from medieval Hungary: the study of Erik Fügedi published in 1965 about the prelats 

from Hungary in 15th century; synthesis of ecclesiastical history written by Egyed Hermann in 

1973; the analyzes of eccesiastical society written by Elemér Mályusz in 1971; the work of the 

French historic Jean Gaudemet, published in 1979, for the European parallels for the event in 

Hungary; András Kubinyi’s study about the episcopates from the period of King Mátyás; the 

work of Marie Madelaine de Cevins about the relations between church and city, published in 

2003, the chapter which describes the rights of the bishops connected to urban clergy and 

citizens; the study of Norbert C. Tóth about the possibilities of provosts to become bishops. 

 The period which I present (1301-1395) a number of eight bishops led the diocese of 

Saint László (it was discovered the character named Benedek the 3rd never existed): Imre (1297–

1317), Ivánka (1318–1329), András Bátori (1329–1345), Demeter Futaki (1345–1372), 

Domokos Bebek (1373–1374), Imre Cudar (1376–1377), László Deméndi (1378–1382), János 

Cudar (1383–1395). 

 Regarding to the origins of their social category, three of them come from baronial family 

(Domokos Bebek, Imre Cudar, János Cudar), three of them from ordinary nobiliary family 

(András Bátori, Demeter Futaki, László Deméndi), two of them have unknown origins (Imre, 

Ivánka). From geographical point of view, they come from different counties: Szabolcs (András 

Bátori), Bács (Demeter Futaki), Gömör (Domokos Bebek), Borsod/Abaúj/Zemplén (Imre Cudar, 

János Cudar), Hont (László Deméndi), while the birth place of two bishops is unknown (Imre, 

Ivánka). So, most of the bishops had not local origins, most of them being born outside of the 

diocese. We don’t have bishop from outside the kingdom. We don’t know any bishop of Oradea 

from that period of time who was the only child of his family. The bishops of Oradea usually are 

from families who have at least four children and they left their families in order to follow their 

clerical vocation (Ivánka, András Bátori, Domokos Bebek, László Deméndi). In those cases 

when the family had more children, two of them could be guided to ecclesiastical career (see the 

case of Imre Cudar and his brother, János). Obviously, there were situations when the families 

were not so numerous: Imre, Demeter Futaki and János Cudar had only one brother. If one of the 



family member managed to get a superior ecclesiastical position, he obtained „the entrance 

ticket” in this entourage and for the clergy from the next generation of the family (see the case of 

two bishops from Cudar family in Oradea). 

 The help offered by the father or elder brother is obviously in the cases of the bishops 

from Oradea. Dénes Futaki, as a commit of Bihor, helped his son’s career to be bishop of 

Oradea. Péter Cudar facilitated his brother’s career ascension, Imre Cudar, using his influence in 

the whole kingdom (he was cupbearer, leader of Slavonia and royal judge). The bishops from 

Oradea were supported by the family and by the ecclesiastical forces. The family’s support had 

different forms: facilitation the obtaining of the episcopate by a relative (Ivánka bishop), 

supporting a nephew in order to graduate the studies in Italy and obtaining a canonicate in 

Oradea (András Bátori bishop), advicing the nephew to ecclesiastical career (case of the 

Benedictine abbot László Cudar and János Cudar, the next bishop). The ecclesiastical help had 

many forms: the ordination as a priest for diocese of Oradea (Imre bishop), the bishop paid the 

annata instead of the canon (Ivánka bishop). By the way, Demeter Futaki bishop managed with 

help from the pope to offer to some relationships ecclesiastical positions in the cathedral of 

Oradea (eg. to Fülöp Kistárkányi, provost of Oradea), and also he obtained for some people from 

Oradea ecclesiastical positions (eg. Egyed, canon of Oradea and parish clerk in Eger). Only two 

of the bishops from the Anjou period had university studies: Imre Cudar had an university degree 

at facultas artium University of Prague, he studied canon law at an unknown university 

(probably the one from Padova) and it was possible that he was teacher at University of Pécs;  

László Deméndi was studens in medicina at an unknown university. In case of two bishops we 

are not sure about their university studies: András Bátori had the title of somebody who knew 

canon law when he was provost in Buda, so he probably had university studies; Árpád Varga 

considered about Ivánka bishop that he studied abroad (probably in Italy) – his conclusion about 

it is on his university diploma where there were a quotation from Ars poetica by Horatius. 

 Those who were designated to be bishop needed to wait about 14 years until they 

managed it. We could not include in this statistic László Deméndi because of the unclear dates 

and János Cudar because of the lack of informations. Demeter Futaki needed the shorter period 

of time in order to be bishop (8 years), but the longest period of waiting was that of Domokos 

Bebek (23 years). It seems that starting from Imre to Demeter Futaki (1297–1345) that person 

designated to be bishop needed to be in a prebendal position, to know the place where he 



belonged (see Imre: lector in Oradea; Ivánka lector in Oradea and after it provost; András Bátori: 

parish clerk in Oradea; Demeter Futaki: canon in Oradea). Starting with Domokos Bebek to 

János Cudar (1372–1395) there are prelates from other places. Some of them had many incomes: 

Domokos Bebek was canon of Pécs and archdeacon in Tárcafő (canon of Eger) at the same time; 

Imre Cudar was at the same time canon of Cenad, Eger and Pécs, and provost of Kalocsa. 

According to the methodology written by C. Tóth Norbert, it is considered that 6 from 8 prelates 

from Oradea were provost before they were ordained as bishop and this number is  ¾ from the 

entire number. The bishops of Oradea lead the diocese about 11-12 years. Demeter Futaki had 

the maximum period of time – 27 years. Domokos Bebek and Imre Cudar spent a year on their 

function, because the left after an exchange of positions. 

 The bishops in the medieval time of Hungary and probably those from Oradea too, spent 

a little time at their residence because they served the king or the Pope, as well as because they 

were not so connected to their diocese, since they were not born there. Ecclesiastical judgment 

and spiritual guidance were given to a vicar. András Bátori even had a vicevicarius. We know 

nine of the vicars from the Anjou period, most of them being chosen from the chapter’s position. 

From these the lectors were the leaders (four of them). Only two archdeacons (from Békés and 

Bihor) had the vicar’s position. The vicar in the highest hierarchical position was Fülöp 

Kistárkányi, the provost of the cathedral, and the most modest function had Lukács, the parson of 

Holy Cross church. The part of the bishop court had the protonotarius, the leader of the orderly 

room (for instance Csanád Telegdi). The protonotarius commanded the notary (for instance the 

Gergely scriver during the period of András Bátori, bishop of Oradea) and furthermore Demeter 

Futaki asked the Pope to give to him new public notaries. The bishops of Orade were represented 

during trials by authorized persons (procuratores). In the tithe registry between 1332-1337 there 

were mentions about the three chaplain of the bishop. From the prelates’ court did not miss the 

secular persons. Demeter Futaki hired a iudex curie, an economic administrator. The bishop had 

a chatelaine at his domain at Finiș. The bishops from Oradea had valuers (decimator), a good 

example for it is the serf János Babos from the period of Bátori și Futaki bishops. We know in 

the whole Anjou period about bishop oficialii (administrators of the goods), in a case is 

mentioned a famulus (minister) of bishop András Bátori. The military capacity of the episcopate 

Oradea had about 500 people, the bishop Demeter Futaki himself participated in the battles (from 

Naples and Serbia). The average age of the prelates at their highest point was 51-52 years old. 



The youngest who died was János Cudar at the age of 42, the oldest was Demeter Futaki at 60 

and Domokos Bebek at 65. Two of the bishops died because of diseases (Demeter Futaki and 

Imre Cudar). 

 I tried to answer to some questions in my thesis: 1. What kind of relationships did have 

the bishop of Oradea with the king of Hungary? 2. What kind of relationships did have the 

bishop with the Pope? 3. What kind of relationships did have the bishop with other prelates from 

Hungary? 4. What kind of relationships did have the bishop with the chapter of the cathedral? 5. 

What kind of relationships did have the bishop with other nations or religions? 

 We conclude that the monarch had the most important part in designating of prelats. 

The king did not force the recognition of his right to designating and choosing, but he had the 

patronate of decisions following the recommendations. Carol Robert did not choose prelats from 

the old oligarchic families, but from those which he helped (Bátori and Futaki), he designated 

bishops from regal chaplains in two cases from the provosts and diplomats from Buda (András 

Bátori, Demeter Futaki). It is supposed that András Bátori was vice-chancellor, he was in Italy 

(in Neapoles) with the monarch, when was the engagement of prince András with princess 

Johanna. Demeter Futaki had diplomatic missions in Italy (a mission in Naples for helping prince 

András, the son of queen Erzsébet) and in Wallachia, where he tried to facilitate the peace in 

secular and ecclesiastic way between the king of Hungary and the vaivode Nicolae Alexandru. 

Lajos the Great also designated prelates from the families which he helped (Bebek, Cudar, 

Deméndi). During his expeditions in Naples, the Pope was mostly involved in designating the 

bishops, but owing to Demeter Futaki’s long period of episcopate, this case was not noticed in 

Oradea. After the end of the conflict, the principle of tacit consent was valid again (the pope 

designated the king’s candidates). King Lajos designated bishops who had university studies 

abroad at the office of his royal court or those who had diplomatic missions. Imre Cudar is the 

best example in this case because he was sent in France for celebrate a marriage. The king's 

doctor, in the person of László Deméndi, also became a bishop. The king's doctor, in the person 

of László Deméndi, also became a bishop. Gregory XI, the last pope of Avignon (1370-1378), 

did not wait for the king's proposals for the allocation of episcopal seats, which generated 

conflicts. The best example in this sense is that of the bishop of Oradea, Imre Cudar, who 

obtained the episcopal title in Avignon. The king did not allow the bishop of Oradea to occupy 

his dignity, but eventually gave in to the insistence of his mother and the pope. The battle for the 



throne between Ladislaus of Naples and Sigismund divided the Episcopal corps in Hungary. 

János Cudar has always been a follower of Sigismund. 

 The bishops sometimes supported the kings of Hungary, sometimes opposed them. In 

the Pest diet of 1298, Imre, the bishop of Oradea, recognized Andrew III as the legitimate king 

against the candidate of the pope and the archbishop of Strigoniu, Gergely Bicskei. After the 

extinction of the Arpadian dynasty, probably following the archbishop of Kalocsa (whose 

authority extended to Oradea), he initially supported the Czech Wenceslas in the fight for the 

throne, but later, seeing the call of Cardinal Boccasini and the passage of the barons to the other 

camp, he also became a supporter of Carol Robert. The bishops of Oradea acted twice against 

Carol Robert in defense of their rights and that of the entire church in Hungary. In the time of 

Louis the Great there were no open conflicts. In 1318 Bishop Ivánka, in his capacity as 

subordinate of the Archbishop of Kalocsa, joined the pact initiated by the two archbishops of 

Hungary and directed against the king. The opposition bore fruit, as the bishops managed to 

obtain relief from customs and a decree forbidding the laity from occupying ecclesiastical 

possessions and tithes. In 1338 the prelates of Hungary addressed Pope Benedict XII directly, 

accusing the king, among other things, that after the death of the prelates and during the holidays 

he would occupy the episcopal revenues and give them to his lay supporters; that he would 

appoint successors to various ecclesiastical dignities before they became vacant; that the new 

bishop would have appointed the king's man; that the king would grant his rights of patronage, 

that he would burden the prelates with military services and taxes; that the bishops would have 

no say in the royal council. The indictment was full of exaggerations, and the prelates of 

Hungary were unaware of the tacit agreement between the king and the pope that the king 

presented a candidate for the diocese, and the pope strengthened him, and both authorities 

voluntarily prevented the election. The Bishop of Oradea did not join the accusers because of 

any personal injury. Unlike that of 1318, this approach of the prelates had no result. 

 The frequency of royal visits to Oradea can be an indicator of the relationship between 

monarchs and bishops in Oradea. King Carol Robert made the most visits to Oradea (9) during 

Ivánka's episcopate. He visited the city not only to reach the tomb of St. Ladislaus, but also 

because Ivánka was the godfather and tutor of King Carol's illegitimate son, named Coloman. 

Possessions, incomes, privileges obtained from the king may indicate how the court rewarded 

certain bishops for their services to secular power. We can think of the measure of Louis the 



Great in 1342, which strengthened the privilege of the episcopate and chapter of Oradea, 

according to which two thirds of the customs of villages and fairs in Bihor, Zarand and Békés 

counties were given to the church in Oradea. 

 2. The pontifical sovereigns used their right of reservatio (to appoint bishops or 

members of the chapter) in the case of the diocese of Oradea starting with the pontificate of 

Clement VI (from the mid-1340s). This right has its origins in the decrees of Pope John XXII in 

1325. An example of this is the fact that the pope reserved the right to appoint Demeter Futaki, 

the provost of Buda, as bishop. The decision had to be taken by the king, the archbishop of 

Kalocsa, the chapter of Oradea and the city of Oradea. However, in the case of the bishops, the 

practice of reservations did not work, because no one could take office without the king's 

consent. The popes of Avignon had a harder word to say in the appointment of the members of 

the chapter of Oradea, in which they were able to impose their own people. In the time of Bishop 

Demeter Futaki, Pope Clement VI (1342–1352) reserved in record number for twenty-three 

persons canonized in the Oradea chapter, some of whom already had dignity and a prebend in 

another chapter. In the chapter from Oradea have already appeared the pope's people, people 

hunted from abroad (eg. Cardinal Bertrand as prefect of Oradea; Boniohannes de Campello 

Firmanus, the chaplain of Pope Clement VI as canon of Oradea; Ladislaus de Eugubio the 

queen's doctor as canon of Oradea). However, the direct involvement of the pope in the 

appointments of canons from Oradea was not a common practice (John XXII - 9 appointments, 

Innocent VI - 6 appointments, Urban V - 2 appointments, Gregory IX lea - 2 appointments).  

 It also happened that the pope listened to the supplication of the bishop of Oradea, who, 

thus, managed to impose his own candidates in the dignities of Oradea. We have also known 

since the time of Demeter Futaki about requesting privileges from the sovereign pontiff. Such 

privileges were: the election of the confessor, the celebration of private liturgies, the legal 

protection of the Holy See, the hiring of notaries public, the acquittal of sins, indulgences 

(through pilgrimages to the Holy Land), the right to draw up a will. The bishop had to pay two 

kinds of taxes, one of which was the papal tithe, and the other, called servitium, had to be paid at 

the time of appointment. During the period of the collection of papal tithes, between 1332 and 

1337, the bishop paid 100 marks, so his annual income can be estimated at 1000 marks (3500 

florins). With this amount, Oradea occupied only the 7th place in the hierarchy of Hungarian 

episcopacies. The fact that the records of papal tithes do not show a real picture of the 



episcopate's wealth is demonstrated by the servitia paid by each bishop. In all the cases from the 

14th century, the bishops of Oradea paid 2000 florins each, so their income must have been 

much higher, about 6000 florins. With this amount they were ranked 4th in the ecclesiastical 

hierarchy in Hungary, being surpassed only by the two archbishops and the bishops of Pécs. The 

relationship between the bishop of Oradea and the papal envoys was characterized by 

collaboration. Cardinals Bocassini and Gentilis urged them, they even forced the bishop of 

Oradea and his confreres to support Carol Robert, but, instead, they raised their voices against 

the occupation of ecclesiastical possessions. 

 3. The Bishop of Oradea had cordial or hostile relations with the other bishops. Mutual 

support among members of the Hungarian episcopal body manifested itself in 1318 and 1338, in 

actions against the king's ecclesiastical policy. Bishop Imre acted against the oligarch Máté Csák, 

who destroyed the possessions of the Archdiocese of Strigoniu. On other occasions, he gained 

royal support for other bishops, for example when the bishops of Veszprém and Nitra gained 

control of one county (becoming Veszprém and Nitra counties, respectively). The bishops of 

Oradea also brought lawsuits against the prelates of other dioceses. For example, Imre Cudar had 

a lawsuit against the bishop of Transylvania and that of Eger for the fortress of Medieșul Aurit, 

the jurisdiction over the villages in its domain and for the tithes of the parishes in the area 

(1377). The Bishop of Oradea could be asked to investigate disputes between other dioceses. 

One such example was the dispute between the bishop of Transylvania and that of Eger for 

Maramureș, in which the sentence was given by Bishop Imre (1299). Most of the time, the 

bishop of Oradea was asked to get involved in the processes involving the diocese of 

Transylvania (for example, resolving the conflict between the voivode and the bishop of 

Transylvania). There were also situations in which the bishop of Oradea was asked to investigate 

accusations regarding people from other dioceses. András Bátori had to check the accounts of 

the vicar of the bishop of Cenat, accused of stealing from his employer, because the accused, as 

 archdeacon of Békés, also belonged to the diocese of Oradea. The bishops of Oradea were on 

several occasions, representatives of other ecclesiastical institutions in lawsuits: András Bátori of 

Eger, Demeter Futaki of the Transylvanian chapter and the Cistercian province of Hungary. 

Prelates could participate in the ordination of their confreres to the episcopate. Thus, Bishop 

Ivánka participated in the ordination of Csanád Telegdi, a native of the diocese of Oradea, as 

bishop of Eger. Demeter Futaki received from the pope the right to hand over the pallium to the 



Archbishop of Kalocsa, Miklós Keszei. This fact expresses the belonging of the diocese of 

Oradea to the jurisdiction of the archbishopric of Kalocsa. 

 4. In the Arpadian era, the cathedral chapter could still exercise its right to elect a 

bishop (electio canonica). From the 1320s, with the consolidation of Angevin power, this right 

disappeared, given that both the king and the pope had an interest in this regard. However, 

according to the statutes of 1374, the chapter was still able to elect Imre, Ivánka and András 

Bátori as bishops (Imre being a lecturer, Ivánka a preposition, and András a cantor). In the latter 

case, the election was more of a formality, as the king appointed a person from his entourage as 

bishop (royal chaplain, Óbuda prefect, diplomat). The canons of the cathedral were, at least in 

part, under the spiritual authority of the bishop. The capitular statutes did not give the latter the 

possibility to get involved in matters related to the chapter, to judge the processes of the canons, 

because they fell within the attributions of the prefect at the head of the chapter. The canons, like 

the entire diocesan clergy, took an oath of faith and obedience before the bishop at the beginning 

of the office. The bishop could introduce reforms in the structure of the chapter and could 

sanction in various ways the canons who opposed them. This happened in the drafting of the 

statutes, moreover, Domokos Bebek himself established sanctions for prebendaries, choir priests, 

masters of altars and chapels, in connection with their service in the church. There could be both 

harmony and conflict between the bishop of Oradea and the cathedral chapter. The statutes 

drafted by the members of the cathedral chapter of Oradea offer precisely the possibility to 

research these relations. Bishop Imre can be considered an example of good relations with the 

chapter, he gave the chapter a third of the revenues of the silver mines in Beiuș. It seems that the 

relationship began to deteriorate from the time of András Bátori. The statutes show that Bátori 

disregarded the rights of the chapter, but later recognized them. Demeter Futaki attracted the 

most antipathy from the chapter, he squandered the rights of the chapter, taking a quarter of the 

tithe, customs, the right to constitute the lower and middle court in Oradea, in addition, he 

alienated some of the possessions and lands. It is not certain that the deprivation of the chapter of 

some income was motivated by the desire for personal enrichment (as the chapter assumed), but 

rather by the high expenses involved in the construction of the cathedral. Demeter Futaki's 

perception was also affected by the fact that his conflict with Fülöp Kistárkányi, the prefect of 

Oradea, intensified to such an extent that the bishop deprived him of the benefit, which led to a 



long process. The conflict between the chapter and the episcopate was resolved by Domokos 

Bebek, who restored certain rights to the chapter. 

 5. During the episcopate of Ivánka, in 1326, the first mention of the Romanians from 

the south of Bihor appears, at that time the Romanian voivode Negul took possession of Hodoș. 

Bishop Demeter Futaki placed Romanians on his desolated domains by the plague. From 1349 

we know that Peter (son of Stanislaus), the county of the village of Vintere (therefore, also had 

judicial prerogatives), obtained a privilege, regarding the right to keep a Romanian priest, 

exempt from the collecta (tax) due to the bishop (this was also confirmed by János Cudar in 

1386). The settlement of the Romanians in greater numbers began in the years 1340-1350. At the 

next level, in 1366, the bishop rewarded the services of Bâlc and Bociu, sons of Ivan, by granting 

the noble status. King Louis renounced his father's tolerant policy towards the Romanians, by his 

decree of 1366 he no longer granted principalities or noble status to persons of the Orthodox 

faith unless they converted to Catholicism. But the Romanian nobles did not come out of the 

authority of the bishop of Oradea either. The possessions of the ennobled Romanian voivodes 

(whom the free Romanians until then became their serfs) remained parts of the bishop's domain 

system, their trials were judged by the bishop's castellan. In 1374 Domokos Bebek, and in 1378 

László Deméndi allowed two Romanian voivodes (Nicolae, son of Vâlcan and Mihail, son of 

Petru), to place other Romanians within the boundaries of the Bonafalva, Toplica and 

Keresztényfalva possessions, which shows the increase of the growth trend of the population. 

Demeter Futaki negotiated several times with Nicolae Alexandru, the voivode of Wallachia. It is 

possible that he obtained the conversion of the voivode from the Orthodox to the Catholic faith, 

namely the marriage between László Oppelni, the palatine of Hungary, and the daughter of 

Nicolae Alexandru in 1356. 

 During the episcopate of Demeter Futaki, the tendency to convert schismatics (eg. 

Serbs, Romanians), Cumans, Philistines (Iasi), Tatars, pagans (Lithuanians) and other 

unbelievers was accentuated. In 1351 King Louis the Great asked the pope, following the 

conversion of the aforementioned peoples, in 1351, Louis the Great asked the pope to build and 

equip churches, whose leadership he intended to entrust to the Archdiocese of Kalocsa and other 

ecclesiastical institutions in the region. The pace of conversion was heightened by the promise of 

a tithe exemption and the request for thirst. Sometimes, however, the conversion could only be 

done by force, in 1352 Clement VI offered the entire papal tithe of the country for the war 



against the Tartars and schismatics. Bishop Demeter Futaki himself accompanied the king in the 

campaign against the Tartars in 1354. 

 The bishops of Oradea from the Angevin period were primarily concerned with the 

renovation of the cathedral of Oradea and the spread of the cult of St. Ladislaus. In the time of 

András Bátori, the reconstruction of the western façade was carried out and the extension works 

of the choir were started, while Demeter Futaki completed the construction of the choir and built 

the series of chapels in the north. Futaki also strengthened the cult of the holy kings of Hungary 

(Saint Stephen, Saint Emeric and Saint Ladislaus), by making statues of them in Oradea. 

 My personal contribution consists in correcting, completing, updating the data related 

to Vince Bunyitay's monograph on the medieval history of the episcopate of Oradea, given that 

over 100 years have passed since the writing of this paper. Currently there are many new 

sources, editions of sources, works in the field of auxiliary sciences that make possible a more 

detailed reconstruction of episcopal biographies. The monographs of the bishops and the 

syntheses referring to the medieval prelates, mentioned in the introduction, made possible a new 

approach, of sociological type, which represents, without a doubt, a progress towards the 

sequence of data of Bunyitay. I compared the activity of the prelates of Oradea, I researched their 

connections with kings, popes, other bishops, with the chapter from Oradea, with people of 

another nationality and denomination, something that has not been done so far. The next step of 

the research will be to make an archontology of the chapter from the Arpadian era until 1440 

(Ilona Kristóf made a database from this year until the end of the Middle Ages), according to the 

principles developed by Norbert C. Tóth. Unfortunately, there is not so much data on the 

members of the chapter, and because the canons are mentioned only by first name, their 

identification is extremely difficult. Therefore, their biographies can no longer be reconstructed. 
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