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The aim of this thesis is to present the connection system of Partium, in the broader 

sense, which belongs to the Transylvanian principality, including the Szilágyság, and the 

predominantly homogeneous, reformed society of that era and the Reformed Church, the 

peculiar ecclesiastical structure of the Reformed church, partly diocesan and church level, and 

last but not least the influence of the contemporary social elite on the Church.  

In my thesis I try to stay on the territory of the Partium indicated in the title, notably in 

the Bihar, Central Szolnok, Krasna, Maramures and Zaránd counties which have been gradually 

annexed to Transylvania, with a view to the so-called seven counties (Abaúj, Bereg, Borsod, 

Szabolcs, Szatmár, Ugocsa and Zemplén), which the deans of Transylvania have saved for 

themselves in the treaties of Nikolsburg (1622) and Linz (1645). And the time limit of the 

examined period extends to the end of the early moderns age.  

There is a peculiar ecclesiastical arrangement at this time in the Partium, which was 

already formed under János Zsigmond. In Transylvania that has become independent, and in  

the Partium areas under Transylvanian control, a system of recepta religions was formed, thus 

the state became a dominant authority above churches, but fundamentally influencing the inner 

life of the Church.  

In my thesis I try to show that during the fragmentation of churches and denominations 

the former common norm is appreciated, and interestingly, the once very protestant churches 

turn to monarchical principles in several cases. The secular ruler is expected to behave not only 

as a defensor ecclesiae, but as a rector ecclesiae. This is especially characteristic of the 17th 

century Hungarian Protestantism in the East of the Tisza, where the dean himself took part in 

the leadership of the Church, and as the main orthodoxa ecclesia , exercised the right of ius 

advocatiae and ius supremae inspectionis. Some features of the Luther and Kalvin Church 



Constitution were mixed here, while many essential elements of the medieval Hungarian 

Church Organization were preserved.  

Then the struggles of 17th century to renew, but at least to maintain, the Reformed 

Church government in the politically divided Partium will be presented. At the end of 17th 

century, a new turn occurs: the Partium is annexed to Hungary, which has significant 

ecclesiastical consequences, especially with regard to the dual administration Diocese of 

Szilágy, the example of which well highlights the problem. The Diocese of Szilágy (which also 

included some of the congregations of Central Szolnok) was in a special position, since they 

were administered according to local Transylvanian church laws, their reports were submitted 

to the Transylvanian Reformed main Consistorium; they depended on it in respect of church 

policy matters and on diocese of the East of river Tisza in church disciplinary matters.  

With the extinction of the Reformed aristocratic patronage in the early 17th century, the 

base of the Hungarian Reformation was increasingly the general nobility, then the peasantry 

and the pastoral clerks. In fact, the reformed, fixed for centuries and built on regional relations 

Calvinists, linked to major school cities (Debrecen, Patak, Pápa, Cluj-Napoca, Nagyenyed, 

Targu Mures, Baia Mare, Zilah, Odorheiu Secuiesc) which has had great social support and 

undertaken relevant cultural roles. It follows from the regional organization of church life that 

different forms of mercy have evolved and have survived by region for centuries. This is why 

the spiritual image of the cities of Szilágyság, Hajdúság or Békés, the villages of Tövishát, 

Mezőség and Nyárád are different. The reformed world and pastor image of the villages of 

Szatmár and the other villages of Érmellék are different, and the villages of Tövishát also have 

their own faces within the region. The piety faces of the neighbouring communities and 

churches are sharply different, and their history, the social background, lifestyle and image of 

the people living there play a role in this. In the case of Szilágyság, I think it will be decisive 

that the headquarters of the diocese will move from Somlyó and Hadad to Zilah.  

This also shows that the former princely and aristocratic influence and patronage are   

weakening, not regardless of the fact that Szilágyság is essentially becoming an area of   

conquest, but at least it will be on its direct edge. Somlyo's role as a final castle became primary 

after 1660, it is no longer a reformed church, but Transylvanian in national sense. From the 

point of view of the Church government of Szilágyság, 18th century is not only about living 

belonging to Transylvania administratively, but also belonging to the “other Hungarian 

homeland” in the Church administration. In a peculiar way, the main advocate of this 

“separation” was Bishop György Zoványi from the East of river Tisza, living in Zilah and barely 



leaving it. He was a man of 17th century, he grew up in a church that barely functioned at the 

level of the diocese, he actually lived in his dioceses, and the protection of the Transylvanian 

principality ensured the survival of his functional areas. It is written that he was were wearing 

clothes of the Kuruc camp priests (once he was), “he preserved the old way wearing Turkish 

Hungarian clothes until his death, carrying a large knife on a rope or on a chain next to his belt.” 

His personality and activity are extremely exciting, his words - that is his letters - sometimes 

speak of quite different things than what he did, and that is why I deal a lot with him. The 

memorandum of his correspondence, thanks to the collection of records in Szatmár, Baia Mare, 

Maramures, and the organization of church archives (which I have something to do with), is 

constantly growing in the recent months and weeks.  

Resources 

I must point out, first of all, that during the examination of the archival material of the 

Szilágy Diocese itself, I did not encounter any trace of the latter process or series of events. As 

our friend Attila Zsigmond in Fugyi wrote in a study: “neither in the part of the diocesan 

archives studied by me, nor in the two matriculas of the tract that began in the 17th centuries 

have I found any data that would better clear up the problem”. So the treasury of the Archives 

of the Reformed Diocese District of the East of river Tisza (Debrecen) remains, which will help 

you better navigate the events. This, unfortunately, is true only since 18th century. While the 

Reformed Szilágyság belonged to the Church district of the East of river Tisza, that is, the 

document originated from the early times, especially 16th and 17th centuries, were destroyed 

in the storm of time. We have practically the Diocesan Minutes, and there is no administrative 

document left from earlier than the 18th century.  

Fortunately, the diocesan files were better destined in dioceses outside the territory of 

Turkish occupation. The processing and digitization of documents from the diocesan of 

Szatmár, Maramureş and Baia Mare has been in progress today (since 2015), and it seems that 

the material is richer than the certified materials of the other dioceses of the East of river Tisza, 

but it is still composed of only 55 items, from the period between 1580 and 1791. This is kept 

in the archives of the Transylvanian Reformed Church District in Cluj, under B 10.  

While the recent decades of church history research in Hungary is struggling with 

serious debts in many basic research, resource expenditure, data repositories, libraries, but also 

in summary works, this area can show serious results in Transylvania. Thanks to the initiative 

and work of Dezső Buzogány, Veronka Dáné, József Kolumbán, Sándor Ősz, Levente Tóth and 



others, more than half a hundred volumes were released in two decades as part of three series: 

Transylvanian Reformed Church Booklets - EREF (processing professional literature), 

Transylvanian Reformed Church History Data - EREA (source publication), Fontes Rerum 

Ecclesiasticarum in Transylvania - FoRET (source publication). It is a pity that the historical 

Partium does not benefit very much from this repayment of debts or does not take part in it.  

I indicated earlier that our sources are relatively late, they are hardly capable of drawing 

a meaningful conclusion about the conditions of 16th century. Unfortunately, our data for 17th 

century is poor, too, as it was emphasized by Attila Zsigmond, one of the best connoisseurs of 

the Church history of Szilágyság several times. Even today's publications and church history 

reviews are based on works that are not necessarily primitive research, but are often based on 

oral traditions, their data are often erroneous, but at the same time the authors constantly refer 

to the lack of resources. I am thinking of the volumes of the series “Namebooks”, which were 

published in the edition of the Transylvanian diocesan district annually between 1858 and 1909 

as the first descriptions of the Church of Szilágyság. A more serious work was the presentation 

of Károly Bíró about the history of the diocese (1874), and the congregations along the Érmellék 

(1875) and Berettyó (1876-77). The local pastors come from Szilágysomlyó (László Nagy, 

1878) and historical descriptions of some other parishions (Pál Szabó, Lajos Dombi, György 

Fehér, Károly Kún). I referred to the creator of the church history in Zilah earlier (István 

Magyarósi 1880-81). Let me just note that the lack of resources, the massive destruction of the 

entire church district, is the plague spot of the historical research, and documents begin to 

multiply at district level only from the second half of 18th century.  

As regards Szilágyság, the six-volume “Monograph of Szilágy County” (1901-1904), 

prepared by Mór Petri on behalf of Szilágy County, could become a source value. Religious life 

is always discussed in the context of the settlements, in the case of the county there is a separate 

chapter about religious life, but typically in the light of the data from 18-19th centuries, barely 

speaking about the previous period. However, it is a fairly referenced and documented 

publication compared to the “Namebook”, which is why, despite its ancient language and 

structure, it still serves as a guideline for many people today. It is worth mentioning the 

“Reformed Calendar of Szilágyság” (1926-1940) with its annual history of one or two churches.  

These were made by the pastors currently in office, mostly based on the monographs of 

“Namebook” and Mór Petri, in addition, the individual volumes are very difficult to access. We 

still have historical reviews of János Barcsa and Jenő Zoványi, but they are both centuries-old 



works, too general, and furthermore Zoványi published his work without references and 

notations.  

In addition to one or two local history publications discussing Szilágyság, full of 

enthusiasm, but dealing with church history only in references, we would have to manage 

printed literature from this point of view, if there were not some of the archives that have arisen 

in the last two decades, by studies from Gábor Sipos and Attila Zsigmond, which are both 

suppletory in respect of methodology, they are easy to understand and exemplary.  
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