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Summary: 

 

The subject of this thesis represent an attempt to recover and reconstruct the history of 

the Church of Rome and the links that created and maintained with the various forms of political 

organization in the romanian geographical territory, cumulated with the efforts to attract and 

integrate the populations in the area to the unity of Christianitas, under the spiritual authority of 

The Holy See. I chose this subject of study because even if the subject of the relations between 

the Western Church and the space inhabited by the romanian population during the 14th century 

has been incidentally approached in historiography, those approaches seems usually being 

incomplete, touching only tangential the aspects of the persuasive instruments used by the 

Church of Rome at the local level, at the same time being impregnated mainly by generalizing 

ideas, still tributary of an outdated historiography, with nationalist overtones, which it couldn`t 

saw in this relations but a tool in the hands of the kings of Hungary, tool sed by his 

representatives to gain their political objectives in romanian territories; other studies are 

concentrated just over some local episodes or  territories, which lead to a lack of a general 

complex overview. These types of aproaching of this subject seem insufficient and outdated, 

considering the fact that the Holy See it still manifested his universal supremacy during the 14th 

century, being an important spiritually and politically center of the time, that could confer 

legitimacy to the lay, also claiming his rights above al christians, and having aspirations to 

convert towards the pagan, heretic and scismatic populations. 

We thought that was necesary a research about the approachings used by the Holy See 

regarding the relations maintained with the romanian population, and how kingdom of Hungary 

interferred in this process, being an important process of actuality, giving account to the fact that 

the subject still rises controversies today, the arguments of old romantic historiography with 

nationalist accents of 19th-20th centuries is still being used in the propagation of nationalist-

populist currents within the mass-consuming of historical information. 



 

 We want to mention that this work doesn’t focus on presenting a kind of history that 

depicts internal aspects of functioning of the local Catholic Church through its various 

institutions (episcopal, parish, monastic orders and settlements, etc.), or the relationship between 

these Church structures and the laymen, taking into account that those aspect had a fairly well-

built presentation from the literature, for the romanian space being quite well represented in the 

last quarter of a century. 

 The decision to correlate the studied period with the reign of the Hungarian kings from 

the neapolitan branch of the Anjou dynasty was taken naturally, considering the fact that they, by 

the simple fact that they ruled over the nearest kingdom that recognized the spiritual authority of 

the pope (it even overlapped with the intracapatic territories that we study in this paper), they 

represented the secular arm of the Church of Rome in the area. An additional reason for linking 

the chronological period studied in this work by the reign of these two kings of Hungary would 

be the fact that from the point of view of territorial claims and suzerainty, the Kingdom of 

Hungary assumes its legitimacy over the Transcarpathian territories ("terra Transalpina" and 

"terram nostram Molduanam”) by adopting the title of rex Cumania, being the most involved 

factor among the political powers that recognized the authority of the sovereign pontiff in the 

North Danube area (the other Catholic kingdom in the region was getting involved in the region 

chronologically later, or only to a lesser extent; the Kingdom of Poland appears to be politically 

involved in the area only during the reign of Peter I Musat, with his vow of vassality in 1387, 

after which the Poland issued claims of vassality over the voivodeship of Moldavia. At the same 

time, the Italian republics that had commercial interests on the shores of the Black Sea through 

the colonies and harbors that they had in the area, they do not seem to express some particular 

interest in the territory inhabited by Romanians, being more focused on trade routes to the east). 

 The goal of this paper is to expose and highlight new considerations regarding the 

political and religious processes and events that happened in the northern Danube area inhabited 

by Romanians for over eight decades, by referring to contemporary documents of those times, 

and their interpretation in terms of actions promoted by The Holy See for the propagation of 

Latin rite Christianity; although the research may seem relatively simplistic at a first glance 

(reading the documents through a key adapted to the worldview of the Holy See - thus moving 

methodologically in the history-interpretation, followed by history-reconstruction), however, a 



consistent effort is needed in order to be able to draw clear conclusions, considering the 

scarcities of the remaining documentary information from those times. 

 By highlighting these considerations, we tried to draw attention upon the policy that the 

Holy See carried out towards the populations in these area, populations that were not subject to it 

from an ecclesiastical point of view, based on the means it used to attract them under the 

guidance of the Church of Rome and the results obtained. This policy supported by the pontifical 

sovereigns of Rome, (and later from Avignon), was based both on the missionary activities of the 

mendicant orders (which theoretically were responsible only to the pontifical sovereign) and on 

the collaboration with the "secular arm" (principles and kings Christians already integrated in 

Christianitas, for the area and period studied being represented exclusively by the kings of 

Hungary), collaboration that could materialize in several forms: material assistance to 

missionaries, material and spiritual benefits to new disciples, or the more violent path of the 

crusade. In addition to these ways, an important factor will be the direct diplomatic activity of 

the Pontifical Curia with the main political figures from the territories considered - the voivodes 

of the two newly established Romanian political formations. 

 It should must also be noted that the pontifical policy towards this geographical area has 

not always sought not only the conversion of the non-Catholic population, but also "internal" 

affairs within Christianitas, such as involvement in the supporting a candidate for the throne after 

the extinction of the Arpadian dynasty, Carol Robert, an offspring from the Neapolitan branch of 

the Angevins, or internal affairs of administrative organization of the Church in the territory - the 

appointment of bishops or clerics in various ecclesiastical structures. These appointments (which 

will simply "explode" compared to the previous period) had as their purpose a rather pragmatic 

goal: controlling the Church's income by granting prebendary benefits to characters approved / 

proposed by the political or ecclesiastical elite, all part of the bigger procedure of administrative 

and fiscal centralization of the various fields of the bishoprics of the Catholic Church, a 

procedure put into practice and developed by the Papal Curia after moving to Avignon. 

However, we will not insist on these topics, considering the fact that (as we mentioned before), 

there is already a fairly consistent and mature literature on these issues, making only a few small 

exceptions where the situation requires it. 

 

 



Although even at the beginning of the 14th century, the papacy suffered a severe blow by 

royal involvement of the capetian king of France in its internal affairs (involvement that led to a 

relative "subordination" of the Holy See to the kingdom of France, further leading to the 

relocation of the papal residence for almost seven decades, from Rome to Avignon), ending thus 

the realization of the hierocratic ideal, an ideal that was intenselly promoted by the previous 

pontifical sovereigns during the 12 th and 13th centuries. This forreign involvement, however, 

didn’t change the interest manifested by the sovereigns of Holy See to fulfill the universal 

mission of the Church on earth: the preaching of the word of God to all people and individuals, 

preparing mankind for the second coming of Christ. Although, they were severly influenced in 

some matters by the political interests of the kings of France (a negative influence that has led to 

a decrease in the trust placed by princes and kings within Christianitas towards the vicarius 

Christi), the sovereigns of the Holly See and his Curia has continued to have a coherent, and at 

the same time, independent attitude towards some issues that didn’t intersect with the interests of 

the France kingdom. Thus, the Carpatho-Danubian-Pontic area continued to be a space in which 

the Holy See continued to engage without major internal obstacles, in order to impose its 

spiritual authority. 

 The structure of this study consists in a brief introduction, followed by four distinct 

chapters, each of which being concluded by a short summary, the information being coagulated 

at the final by the resulting conclusions.  

The first chapter represent a synthesis about the internal transformations that took place 

within the Holy See during the 11th-14th centuries, as well as how those transformations 

determined the relations that this politico-spiritual entity had with the constituent kingdoms and 

principalities of Christianitas, as well as with the other major political entity with claims of 

universality, Imperium. We considered it appropriated to introduce in the paper this introductory 

chapter dedicated to the internal transformations of the Holy See, and how these changes 

impacted the relations between it and the constituent Christian princes / kingdoms of the 

Christianitas ensemble, as well as relations with the other Western institution with claims of 

universality, the Empire, during the second half of the thirteenth century and the beginning of the 

fourteenth century, taking into account that the evolution of these relations will change the very 

status of these institutions, these conflicts reaching to spread until the Romanian territory, as we 

will show during of this work. 



The second chapter of the study present the reports between the Holy See to the kingdom 

of Hungary (through the decisive intervention in support of a representative of the royal house of 

Anjou on the throne, after the extinction of the Arpadian dynasty) and to the populations and 

individuals living in the eastern part of this kingdom (the areas in which we have a romanian 

population attested), more precisely those who did not recognize the spiritual authority of the 

Holy See. Of course, the Holy See's confessional policies toward these individuals were closely 

linked to the Hungary king's attitude toward these subjects. 

 In the areas of the kingdom of Hungary inhabited by romanians, although there is a 

possibility that non-Christian persons / populations cohabited, this fact is not proven by any solid 

documentary evidence at present, nor does the archaeological information available so far 

confirm this fact for the chronological period studied in this work. 

 Although in the kingdom of Hungary we have mentioned a heretical movement, that of 

the Bosnian patarenes (from the end of the twelfth century to the middle of the fifteenth century), 

for the eastern part of the kingdom of Hungary, where the romanian population was 

concentrated, we have no proof that there was a similar spiritual movement; documents 

mentioning heretics in conjunction with the territory of Transylvania refer to a movement of a 

branch of a mendicant order, which put its arguments in the service of emperor Louis of 

Wittelsbach, who were penetrating the kingdom of Hungary to spread its message of promoting 

apostolic poverty and criticizing papal practices that did not fit into their ideals of poverty. 

 From the information that we have in the present, we can intuit that in the relations with 

the schismatics within the kingdom of Hungary, the actions of the Holy See were doubled by a 

consistent effort of royalty by force, but only in certain eventful contexts, and in certain 

territories, where the royalty felt threatened his authority (the area of Caraş and Cuvin counties, 

amid armed conflicts with the kingdom of Serbia), otherwise he promoted a peaceful effort 

(request for exceptions for new converts, or the care that in the missionary process to be involved 

competent clerics). This can be explained by the fact that being a kingdom with a significant 

percentage of the population of Eastern orthodox rite, the king could not afford to lose the 

support of that part of the population by taking harsh, unpopular measures - this is also reflected 

in the fact that although in the correspondence with the Holy See the term “schismatics” was 

used for those inhabitants of the kingdom, in the internal documents of the kingdom, elaborated 

by the different chancelleries (royal, voivodship), the term is used only in exceptional situations. 



The next two chapters presents both the political and the spiritual actions conducted by 

the pontifical sovereigns against the romanian extracarpathic voivodeships, and the existence of 

diplomatic and missionary activities that often contradicted the political interests of the 

Hungarian royalty; although the two extracarpathic voivodeships flirted with the idea of 

recognistion of the spiritual primacy of the Holy See in relation to other christian spiritual 

centers, in the end, they anchored themselves in the Eastern confessional tradition, the rulers of 

the two political entities extracting their authority by the consecrating received from the 

Patriarchate of Constantinople. 

 Following the accumulation of information about this territory located at the edge of 

Christianitas, the Holy See established direct relations with the main decision-makers of the 

political formations created after the departure of the Cumanians and the retreat of the Tartars to 

the north of the Black Sea, through the mendicant orders; this direct line of communication, 

however, could not go unnoticed by the kings of Hungary who saw their territorial interests 

endangered by this direct connection; the population of these territories was seen as a potential 

reservoir of future believers subject to the Church of Rome, although in the imagination of that 

time, by being schismatics, they were considered dangerous foes who represented a potential 

danger by their actions considered anti-christian. 

 As for the Angevin kings of Hungary, although they acted as the main secular supporters 

of the implementation of pontifical policies in this part of Europe, benefiting themselves 

countless times from the help of the Church of Rome when needed, they generally pursued a 

different policy focused on the interests of the kingdom they ruled, being actively involved in 

helping the Holy See in the area only when its interests coincided with those of the kingdom. 

 We can even intuit a tense relationship between kings Carol Robert and Louis of Anjou, 

on the one hand, and the pontifical sovereigns of Avignon during the 4th and 5th decades of the 

fourteenth century on the other hand, a strain that could be explained primarily by the 

development during this period of the best organized tithing in the kingdom of Hungary until to 

that date (king Carol Robert was trying hard to find a way to receive a share of the sums 

collected), as well as the attitude of the Holy See to act with caution and to temper the king's 

crusade against some neighboring territories, where he hoped for possible success in bringing 

"schismatics" to unity under his authority. 



 A special relationship seems to have been created between the Holy See and the elite of 

Wallachia represented by Alexandru Basarab, the sovereign pontiff Clement VI finely 

reproaching King Louis de Anjou for confiscating correspondence that could have led to the 

conversion of some romanians, and at the same time refusing to implement his request to extend 

the dioceses of his kingdom to neighboring schismatic populations - or, such a gesture does not 

seem at all of a sovereign pontiff who wanted to bring under his pastorate the schismatic peoples 

(taking into account the fact that all the expenses would have been supported by the king of 

Hungary), so we could suspect that he had other plans in mind. However, his death and the 

ascension on the pontifical throne of a sovereign pontiff who made the restoration of papal 

domains in Italy the main goal of his pontificate (thus needing the armed help of Louis de 

Anjou), led to an abandonment of relations of the Holy See in the area, giving the king a free 

hand to play a leading role in the process of converting neighboring populations, thus being 

transformed into a pretext for territorial expansion on the southern neighbors. We consider that 

this fact pushed the voivode of Wallachia to give up the continuation of negotiations with the 

Holy See, and redirected him on the search for the necessary spiritual support in the other great 

spiritual center of Europe, in Constantinople (a gesture that we believe was not frowned upon by 

royalty Hungarian, we even consider that on the contrary, the king saw in this action the removal 

of some obstacles that the pontifical sovereigns could have put in the way of the Balkan 

aspirations of the kingdom of Saint Stephen). 

 The missionary actions practiced by the Holy See through the use of mendicant orders 

had some short-term results, leading to some conversions, some even at a high level (as the 

documented conversion of the moldavian voivode Lațcu) but the change in political situation 

almost completely ruined these advances. 

 For the results of the religious policy carried by the Holy See in the extra-carpathian 

space, the contribution of the Angevin royalty was decisive, contributing not only through the 

brute armed force (which was preponderant), but also by providing help and protection to 

franciscan missionaries near the kingdom, and by giving material support. In the case of the 

diocese of Milcovia, there it is documented a personal involvement of King Louis and his mother 

to restore this old ghost-diocese, which existed only with the name at that time. However, after 

the recommendation to the pontifical sovereign of Thomas de Nymti, there is no evidence that 

the king of Hungary was involved in the appointment of other bishops, suggesting the 



impossibility of decisively imposing his authority in the area. Regarding the establishment of the 

diocese of Siret, we can consider that the Angevin royalty was one of the capital factors 

(although only indirectly) that pushed Laţcu to turn to the Holy See, to ask for help, Ludovic 

wanting the extra-carpathian territories to depend of ecclesiastical structures from Hungary. 

 The failure to consolidate the diocese of Milcovia can be linked to the fate of the Angevin 

royalty influence in the extracarpathic territories; as long as Ludovic controlled (directly or 

indirectly, it doesn't matter) the area at the east of the Carpathian curve, the diocese had 

optimistic prospects. As Ludovic lost control of the local elites and the voivodeships of 

Wallachia and Moldavia, the prospect of the future of the diocese became gloomier, and the next 

bishops of Milcovia were forced to reclaim their territories, which came under the control of 

other diocesan units of the hungarian Church, just to be able to survive. 

 Of all the events and aspects investigated in this work, the founding of the diocese of 

Siret stands out, as a real success achieved by the involvement of the Holy See, but which had a 

destiny similar to other dioceses belonging to the spiritual authority of the sovereign pontiff in 

the extracarpathian space, to shepherd only the Latin rite believers in the country, the romanian 

voivodes preferring a bishop of Eastern law consecrated by the patriarchate of Constantinople. In 

any case, the Holy See was very close to succeeding in creating an ecclesiastical submissive 

province, in Moldova, and only a turn of history, through the death at a young age of the voivode 

Lațcu, made this tendency not be realized. 
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