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The Holy Tradition is the living transmission in the light of the Holy Spirit by the
bishops, in uninterrupted apostolic succession, of the apostles' mission to teach, to preach to all
the fulfillment of God's Revelation in Jesus Christ, sharing the divine gifts. In addition to the
Holy Tradition, there are theological, disciplinary, liturgical or devotional traditions that have
appeared over time in the local Churches. In the great Tradition these are expressions adapted
to certain places and times and can be kept, modified or left under the guidance of the
Magisterium of the Church®.. In other words, it is no problem if there are local traditions
(disciplinary, liturgical, devotional, even theological), determined by the nature of a certain
geographical space and historical moment, as long as they do not replace the essence of the

Holy Tradition because the Revelation is one and the same for all generations.

In the middle of the 18th century, there was an extremely violent movement in
Transylvania against the United Church with Rome. The cause of this movement was the
spiritual situation of the peasantry for which: “The religious ceremonies and the objects of
worship had remained unchanged for generations and were in fact a mixture of popular
customs and superstitions more pagan than Christians and the formal teachings of the Church.
(...) Instead, the united priests, especially the best educated ones of them, were in fact engaged
in drawing a line between true Christian faith and rituals on the one hand, and folklore and
superstition on the other. These efforts to bring the religious life of the village in accordance
with the nationalized doctrine, although Eastern, inevitably created a chasm (...) . In this
context, the Order of Saint Basil the Great began its mission in Transylvania. The first
collective effort of the extremely educated Basilian scholars Gheorghe Cotorea, Grigore Maior,
Silvestru Caliani, Atanasie Rednic, Leontie Mosconas, Petru Pavel Aron, reunited in Blaj, was
published in 1750, in semi-anonymity, under the pseudonym "pious hieromonks" (modest , but
still indicating that not everyone speaks), of the book Florile AdevaruluilFlowers of Truth. The
book is a response to populist propaganda that had been instigating violent hatred against the

Union with the Church of Rome. It explains in an accessible language the theological and

1 Catehismul Bisericii Catolice, The Roman-Catholic Archiepiscopate Bucharest, Ed. Libreria Editrice Vaticana,
1993, p. 31-32
2 K. Hitchins, Op. cit., p. 54-56



canonical foundation of the Union. The book ,,Florile Adevarului” is an original work, but
based on extensive research, being the first book in Romanian culture to appear with a
professionally prepared reference bibliography. The bibliography includes 15 exclusively
Orthodox Romanian religious books published in Wallachia and Moldova, based on which it
is proved that the dogmatic points of the Council of Florence, recognized by the Transylvanian
Orthodox through the Union with the Church of Rome, are in Orthodox doctrine, and the Union

is the restoration of truth®.

Two hundred years later, in the middle of the twentieth century, a small group of well-
educated Romanian Basilians preached the same thing: practicing in full knowledge of the truth
of the Christian faith revealed by God and communion with the Holy Sacraments, instead of
popular superstition; as shown in an article published in the Bixad Calendar for 1948, "In some
places the people celebrate "bear's day" — ,, wolf's day" - “cannon Tuesday" - "bird's beak" -
"shepherds' Monday", and women do not wash, do not spin, do not sew, do not bake on
Tuesdays and Fridays, saying that they are not good days. This is a pagan faith, a wandering.
Since when did the bear and the wolf become among the saints, so that they might have
celebration days? Do you think that if you kept the wolf's day, it wouldn't eat your sheep? Don 't
worry, that's not why it comes, to count them. It then has its celebration day, when it grabs
them, not when you keep it. Leave such twisted faiths and keep the holidays ordained by the
Church, do not make another law for yourself, do not take the slang words of the rusty old
women in stupidity. One must know that through all these old people's holidays, those who

keep them do not honor God, but the devil>>.

The attack against the Romanian Church United with Rome, Greek-Catholic in 1948,
had absolutely no political-economic-social justification. By 1948, political power had already
been conqguered: the force structures (police, gendarmerie, security) had been monopolized and
adapted to the new regime (police in militia, security in Securitate). The Government of 1945
and the Parliament of 1946 were controlled directly or through intermediaries by Communists;
even the country's form of government had changed a year before. The monetary reform of
1947 and the nationalizations of 1948 had instituted a full economic and social leveling.
Moreover, the fact that the repression against the United Church was not limited to the nature
of the regime's establishment, when society had to be radically and rapidly changed in order to

seize power and consolidate it, is represented by the year 1968. When in Czechoslovakia the

1. Chindris, N. lacob, Secvente iluministe, Ed. Napoca Star, Cluj-Napoca, 2013, p. 518
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communist-reformers recognized the legal personality of the Greek-Catholic Church, in
Romania in solidarity with Czechoslovakia the United Romanian Church remained outside the
law. The explanation is that the Christian life being free, it is free from any kind of superstition,
including political superstition which, in the case of communism, imposed total obedience and
offered a magical illusion of economic and social paradise. The United Romanian Church did
not preach a violent opposition to the Communist Regime, on the contrary, in some manifestos
urging resistance in 1948, the believers were asked to pray for Stalin's conversion; but it
exposed the superstition. As in the eighteenth century, religious education brought liberation
from ignorance and the consequences were visible in culture, economy, politics. A concrete
example in this sense is the Romanian community in the United States of America, where,
without state aid, Romanian Greek-Catholics (around and under the supervision of the Greek
Catholic Church) have set up their own life and work accident insurance system, their own
schools, associations, etc. One of the most important missionary priests who had an extremely
important contribution in the organization of the Romanian Greek Catholic community in

America was the Basilian Leon Manu.

In the autumn of 1948, Father Leon lulian Manu was the Protoconsult of the Order of
St. Basil the Great, which was the engine of the resistance of the Romanian Church United
with Rome, Greek Catholics. Thus, the large-scale public manifestations of the faith made by
the Greek-Catholic parishioners gathered in support of the Basilian hieromonks Leon Bob and
Gavril Sélajean on October 15, 1948 from the Greek-Catholic Monastery of Bixad and,
respectively, the participation in the Holy Masses officiated by the Basilian losif Bal on the
day of October 31, 1948 in the Bob Church and the Cathedral of the Transfiguration in the
center of Cluj, is the most obvious proof that, despite the attack of the communist regime, the
Greek-Catholic Church was not absorbed by the Romanian Orthodox Church, nor through
signatures of adhesion, or by the tacit confirmation of the transfer of the Greek-Catholic
parishioners to the Orthodox Church. Moreover, the preservation of the canonical connection
between parishioners, priests, bishops and the Holy See is proof that the Greek-Catholic Church
has not disappeared by a simple dissolution, by a simple scattering of a herd left without a

shepherd.

In the concrete preservation of this connection, a particularly important role belonged
to the Basilian Father Danil Ciubotaru, who facilitated the communication of the Greek-
Catholic Bishops imprisoned at the Caldarusani Monastery with the Apostolic Nunciature from

Bucharest. Fr. Leon Manu, in contact with the resistant Basilians and priests from Satu-Mare,
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Maramures, Cluj and Bucharest, also kept in touch with him. Because of their education and
dedication, of their respect and trust they were enjoying, the Basilians played a leading role in
the Greek-Catholic resistance, but absolutely never assumed non-canonical prerogatives within
the Greek-Catholic Church. This aspect is highlighted by their activity during the legalization
movement of the United Church from 1955-1956. Thus, the Basilians Leon Manu and Augustin
Prundus were the ones who initiated the contacts with the Greek-Catholic Bishops who had
survived the Prisons in Sighet, and their message was recognized and followed in the territory
precisely because of the trust that these Basilians enjoyed. The petitionary movement requested
by the Greek-Catholic Bishops was initiated by Fr. Gheorghe Marina and Fr. Gavril Salajean,
and its preservation within the limits imposed by the Greek-Catholic Bishop Ioan Chertes was
supported by Fr. Leon Manu and Fr. Augustin Prundus. The latter, in order to ensure the
coherence of the Greek-Catholic Church, threatened by dissident groups supported by the
Securitate through its agents, initiated and organized on March 14, 1986, in the Chapel from
his home, the meeting of Greek-Catholic Bishops and representatives canons of the vacant
dioceses, for the election of Bishop Todea as Metropolitan of the Romanian Church United
with Rome, Greek-Catholic, to whom he also handed over the jurisdiction of the Diocese of
Cluj-Gherla.

The activity of the members of the Order of St. Basil the Great during the communist
regime was always limited to vows of obedience, poverty and chastity, observance of the prayer
program and the attempt to group together to lead a community life. This does not mean that
the Basilians were people who lost their historical rhythm, simply remaining out of society. On
the contrary, Fr. Leon Manu, Fr. Gheorghe Marina, Fr. Augustin Prundus, Fr. losif Bal were
very well-educated people, having doctorates in Rome and Strasbourg. Precisely because of
the recognition of their value, from the very beginning the communist regime tried to co-opt
them. Thus, the Securitate tried to transform Fr. Marina into a mole against the Greek-Catholic
Bishop Alexandru Rusu, and Fr. Manu would have been appointed Orthodox Bishop to
strengthen the absorption of the Greek-Catholic Church. Father Augustin Prundus was
systematically offered, starting with 1949, the position of Bishop of Galati and the Lower
Danube, and in 1959 the position of Bishop of Oradea. The consistency of these offers is
confirmed by the fulminant ecclesiastical careers of Teofil Herineanu and Vasile Astileanu
immediately after the accession to the Orthodox Church (and, in the case of Astileanu, to the

Securitate). The refusal of the system's offers led to obviously abusive judicial stagings,



followed by enforced sentences, aiming at extermination (finality achieved in the case of Fr.

Leon Manu, who died during his detention at Gherla Prison).

The surviving Basilians of prisons and labor camps continued to be the coagulating and
dynamic element in fulfilling the mission of the United Romanian Church. Furthermore, due
to their activity, they were constantly under pressure from the authorities, with the consequence
of humiliating employment (the case of Fr. losif Bal), with the staging of common law trials to
determine them to become informants (the situation of Fr. Borota) or with the risk of arrest for

the celebration of the Holy Mass (the case of Fr. Leon Bob).

The present study starts from the analysis of the documents from the Archive of the
National Council for the Study of the Security Archive. The vast majority of the studied
documents are contained in the files of the Basilians identified in ACNSAS (National Countil
for Studying the Securitate Archives), and others are relevant documents identified in
collections of documents or in the annexes of some fundamental studies. By far, the documents
from ACNSAS represent the most important historical source in terms of volume for the
studied period. However, they must be treated with caution because the documents were not
written to record the events, but with the direct and explicit purpose of incriminating people.
Thus, they have an intrinsic value, but especially extrinsic. There are three types of cases in

ACNSAS: criminal investigation, surveillance and network.

The criminal investigation files became public in the contentious proceedings in front
of the military court, where a consistent pretext (not a reason) for convicting the defendant had
to be provided. Consequently, the documents in the file (procedural or probationary:
statements, minutes) were redrafted and redone until they corresponded to the intention of the
investigators and the purpose of the investigation: the conviction. A clear example in this sense
is the very first criminal file drawn up for the Basilians Fr. Gheorghe Marina and Fr. Atanasie
Maxim in the spring of 1948, in which there are two different minutes (dates, persons present)
for the same search. The explanation is that the purpose of the investigation was to incriminate
those investigated and, finding no evidence for a crime against the State, a pretext was sought
by changing the legal classification into an economic crime. But this action requested another
competence of investigation and then all the previous procedural acts were falsified in order to
give the appearance that the investigation was carried out by the competent bodies. Another
example of forgery by forging documents to cover unimaginable abuses in investigations is the

terrible case of the family of Fr. Grigore Ritiu (who was part of the second trial of the Basilians



Gavril Saldjean and Leon Bob). According to the official records (the criminal records which,
after 1989, were published and were the subject of specialized studies), the wife and daughter
of Fr. Ritiu were released after only three weeks of investigation. But in reality, according to
internal investigations of the Securitate, during the pre-trial detention, during the investigation,
the priest’s daughter was raped (becoming pregnant with a child who died after premature

birth), and her mother went insane and died in unknown conditions.

The second category of files from the ACNSAS are the surveillance files. The
information obtained comes mainly from more or less zealous informants, more intimate or
more "strangers" to the person being pursued, but rewarded nevertheless. The accuracy of the
obtained data was not necessarily rigorously verified because no evidence was gathered for the
court, their purpose being to control the victim's life and, through this, to intimidate, isolate
and subdue her. When this goal was not reached, the next step was the fabrication of evidence
for common law convictions. One such case is that of Fr. Emil Borota, whom the Securitate
decided to incriminate for a crime in compliance with art. 200 C.pen. 1968 (same-sex sexual
relations). In this regard, the Security officers a priori recruited people from the right
environment, blackmailed witnesses and hid environmental recordings from the monk's

apartment. All of these were crimes.

The last category of files are the network files, in which the work of each informant is
archived. A very important emphasis is required, namely that the statement given by a victim
to the Securitate during the investigation or surveillance is not a collaboration. Moreover, all
political or religious convicts had to - upon release from detention - sign a standard form
entitled Statement, obliging them not to talk to anyone about detention and to report to the
Securitate or Militia to be registered, which did not mean collaborating with the Securitate. The
informants (collaborators, agents, moles) did not sign standard forms, but gave a holographic
statement (which could also include an autobiography with a nuance of self-disclosure),
through which they expressly and directly undertook to provide data to the Securitate. The
informant received a conspiratorial name and remuneration for the information provided. Each
information note given by a collaborator was written in duplicate, one of which ended up in
the victim's surveillance file, and the other in the agent's network file. In the analysis of the
informative notes, the informant's motivation must be followed (ideological, pecuniary,
blackmail, etc.) the degree of closeness to the victim (how familiar are the two of them, how
often they meet, if the information corresponds to the general behavior of the pursued or

contrary to other information).



In the present paper, the documents from the ACNSAS are corroborated with the
documents of the Central National Historical Archive, fund of the Ministry of Cults and Arts.
Thus, one can see the difference in method between the Securitate and the Ministry of Cults in
1948 (for example, the case of Fr. Arsenie Boca, pursued by the Securitate, but still not
convicted because the Ministry of Cults praised its anti-Greek-Catholic activity) or the
complementarity of the activity of those two institutions (related to the movement to legalize
the United Romanian Church in 1956 or to discourage any manifestation of piety at the Greek
Catholic Monastery of Bixad in the '50s and' 70s).

In addition to these sources used throughout the study, the research of each chapter is
based on sources specific to the addressed issue. Thus, the work is structured in four chapters:
I. Province of St. Apostles Peter and Paul Romania, Il. State policy towards the Order of St.
Basil the Great. Liquidation phase, I1l. State policy towards the Order of St. Basil the Great.
The phase of individual elimination of monks and IV. The activity of the Order of St. Basil the
Great during the communist regime. For the first chapter, important sources are the documents
from the Hunedoara, Satu Mare, Maramures, Cluj County Archives, as well as the edited
sources: Schematisms of the Greek-Catholic Dioceses of Muncaci, Blaj, Gherla, the Catalog
of the Province of St. Apostles Peter and Paul Romania from 1946, The newspapers of the
time, and especially the Memoirs of Fr. Atanasie Maxim published in 2009. For the issues
addressed in the third chapter and especially in terms of the execution of sentences, very
important are the memorialistic works that capture not only the general framework, but
explicitly the sufferings of the Basilians. For example, Alexandru Maier in the book Am fost
medic la Gherla. Dreptul la adevar/l was a doctor in Gherla. The Right to the Truth, published
in 2009, describes how he witnessed the death of Fr. Leon Manu, to whom he provided medical
assistance or Traian Mihai Neamtu in the book De ce, Doamne?/Why, Lord?, published in
1998, describes the experiences lived together with Fr. Augustin Prundus. The latter wrote a
short autobiography until 1969 (unpublished, but made available by the Order of St. Basil the
Great), which was an important source for the issues studied in the final chapter. The internal
documents of the Order, incidentally published by Fr. Augustin Prundus in the Regula.
Manualul Comunitatilor Afiliate Ordinului Sf. Vasile cel Mare/Rule. The handbook of
communities Afiiliated to the Order of St. Basil the Great, published in Milan 1992, also played

an important role here.
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