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Abstract 

 

 

 1. The dinamics of diminutives from the online environment in current Romanian language 

aims to study the diminution phenomenon in current Romanian used on the Internet. It covers 

different aspects like: vocabulary, semantics, ethimology, morphology, pragmatics and 

phraseology of the diminutives.  

2. The present research is individualized among other papers aiming exclusively the 

Romanian diminutives by the fact that is based upon an homogeneous corpus gathered manually by 

us. This corpus covers over 800 pages of contexts in which diminutives from the online 

environment occur. Our focus was on diminutives not registered in Romanian dictionaries (DOOM 

2, DEX 2, DCR 2, DCR 3), therefore we were interested on atypical diminutives formed from 

bases we would not expect to be diminutivized (eg. borrowings, technical terms commonly used, 

abstract notions, although we did not exclude also different registers – regional, popular, 

colloquial, slang). We noticed that there are no semantic or register restrictions in selecting the 

bases for diminution, almost any base being able to serve for the diminution process. Further more 

we observed a general tendency in the process of forming diminutives of selecting shorter bases: 

the greater the number of syllables, the less in the probability of creating a diminutive.   

3. Our research uses different working methods, like: bibliographical presentation (mostly 

in the first chapter) and a series of analysis of different types (lecixal, semantic, pragmatic). The 

study is based more on the synchronic side of Romanian language, the diachronic one being only 

partially mentioned (mostly in the first chapter). In approaching the existence of some diminutives, 

of collocations containing diminutives, of meanings and ethymology of some bases, we used 

certain dictionaries (whose titles are mentioned every time they are reffered to).  
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4. From a structural point of view, the research contains six chapters approaching the 

diminutives from different perspectives. At the end of each chapter there are a series of conclusions 

meant to underline the results of each of the analysis mentioned above.   

First chapter. Diminutives in scholarly literature – bibliographical research represents 

an account of the main articles and research aiming diminutives not only in the Romanian 

bibliography, but mostly in the foreign one (the focus being on papers written in English, more 

accessible for us). In this way the image of this concept (diminutive) is shaped in a more clear and 

extensive way. Different from the previous doctoral dissertation (Leu Hanganu 2015), our 

approach is based upon newer studies about this issue. Our paper includes aspects like: a short 

presentation of the research on diminutives; the origin of the concept of diminutive; the analysis of 

the prototypical diminutives in order to decide if they can be assimilated to an inflection or a 

derivation process; the origin of the diminutive suffixes and their evolution on Latin; a short 

description of diminutives in other Romance languages (Portuguese, Galicien, Spanish, Catalan, 

Occitane, French, Franco-Provençal, Sarde, Italian, Rheto-Romanche); a short account of 

lexicalized diminutives from Romanian; some classifications of diminutives taking into 

consideration a series of dichotomies suggested in the scholarly literature. Furthermore, 

diminutives are approached also from other perspectives: morphological, underlying which of the 

morphology classes can contain diminutives; semantic, in which we insist upon the main research 

aiming the meanings and semantic spheres covered by this concept; semantic and pragmatic, 

focusing on the functions of diminutives in the contexts in which they appear; sociolinguistic, the 

role of diminutives in the different cultures and also the reasons why females use diminutives more 

frequently than men (although there are authors who do not agree with this), last but not least, the 

role of diminutives in the process of learning a language.  

Second chapter. Expressing diminution in Romanian language clarifies the broad sense 

of the concept of diminution used throughout this section. It focuses on the idea of considering this 

concept at a sentence level or at least at the level of some complex structures meant to express 

reduced dimensions (real ones or ascribed) and mandatory containing a diminutive formed with the 

help of a diminutive suffix. In approaching the issues, we adopted the classification of Carabulea 

(1974): synthetic means - suffixal derivation being more frequent, reduplication, truncation, 

compounding (specific for our language), prefixation, inlflectional affixation, vowel or consonant 

variation, gender modification (specific to other languages); analytic means – by adding adjectives 

meaning ʻsmallʼ and accumulation of synthetic and analytic means. We focused more on the last of 

these categories since it proved to be more generously represented in our corpus. Therefore, 

processes like double diminution in a word or in a phrase, using different determiners along with 

the diminutive (adjectival, expressing reduction, approximation, intensification, „antagonistic” or 

collocation type) have been illustrated.   
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Third chapter. Diminutive suffixes in Romanian language is focused on illustrating 

only those diminutive suffixes that help forming diminutives in the online environment, the ones 

attested in the corpus. Each of them is approached taking into account a productivity criterion, 

from the most productive one, -uț, to the less productive one, -oc. The same criterion was taken 

into consideration in the dichotomy productive suffixes vs. non-productive suffixes. The suffixes 

entering in the structure of at least 20 diminutives were considered productive, namely: -uț (1443 

diminutives, that is 36,34% from the corpus), -el (495 or 12,46%), -uleț (433, 10,9%), the -ior, -

ioară, -ișor, -ișoară, -ușor, -ușoară (417, 10,5%) series, the -ic, -icel, -ică, -icică, -ulică (402, 

10,12%) series, -aș (365, 9,19%), -uc (170, 4,28%), -(ul)iță (117, 2,94%), -ache (75, 1,88%), -

ușcă, -ișcă (21, 0,52), -uș(ă) (20, 0,5%). The -uică, -et(e) and -oc suffixes are considered non-

productive due to the fact that they generated less than 10 diminutives (specifically, 6 for –uică, 3 

for  -et(e) and 3 for -oc. An other typology used in this chapter reffers to simple suffixes, 

compound suffixes (containing two simple suffixes) and expanded suffixes (containing an interfix 

and a suffix).  

Each of the suffixes mentioned above were approached from an etymological point of view 

and the diminutives in which they appear were discussed from a morphological angle (the majority 

of them being nouns, followed by adjectives, adverbs, interjections, verbs, numerals with a noun 

value or pronouns), but also from a semantic angle (concrete nouns vs. abstract nouns, semantic 

spheres), language registers (borrowings, collocquial or slang diminutives).   

Fourth chapter. Meanings and values of diminutives does not focus on the meanings of 

the diminutive as a universal concept attested in all languages, but on the semantics of some 

diminutives from our corpus as it results from the contexts in which this diminutives are used. 

Therefore, our approach contains diminutives having a meaning we would less expect (e.g. 

crăculeț reffers to ʻa programme which unlocks the trial versions of an other programmeʼ, and not 

to trousers); diminutives with two meanings (both proper – arteruță means both ʻblood vessel 

assuring blood circulation from the heart to different organs or tissuesʼ and ʻimportant way of 

communication or transportʼ –; one proper and one used figuratively – roiuleț reffers to ʻa compact 

bee swarmʼ, but also ʻa same sort of things or phenomena –; both used figuratively – cărămiduță); 

diminutives with three or four meanings (e.g. arhivuță 1. ʻall the documentsʼ, 2. ʻan institution that 

keeps the documentsʼ, 3. ʻcompressed electronic filesʼ). This semantic analysis includes: indicating 

the base of the diminutive and its etymology, marking the diminutive suffix, indicating the 

meanings generated by the context along with mentioning if these meanings are registered or not in 

DEX 2, and also ponting to the role of the diminutives in the context (from positive attitudes, like 

sympathy, affection, love etc. to negative ones, like dissaprovement, irony, contempt etc.).   

Fifth chapter. Diminutive (synonymic) series points to the maximum number of 

diminutives generated by the same base. The concept of diminutive synonymic series was borrowed 

from Cristian Moroianu who uses it in his study Motivarea formală a relațiilor semantice. 
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Sinonimia analizabilă for reffering to bases that accept a whole series of diminutive suffixes. We 

chose to place the adjective synonymic between brackets because the terms of each series are not 

always synonyms, frecquently the ressemblance being only a formal one.  

In calculating the number of elements of a series we took into account also diminutives 

that are already mentioned in dictionaries. The most frequent series proved to be the ones 

containing two elements, which were grouped based on the formal criterion of the suffixes they 

contain (the most productive being -uț, -el and -uleț). A different criterion was the morphological 

classes of the elements of the series (the most productive being the nouns, followed by adjectives, 

adverbs, interjections, and other classes appeared only isolated, e.g. numerals with a noun value, 

verbs and pronouns).  

The maximum number of elements form a series was 20 (scumpuț, scumpuleț, scumpuc, 

scumpic, scumpicel, scumpuliță, scumpulică, scumpicică, scumpuică, scumpișcă, scumpache, 

scumpatic, scumpicios, scumpel, scumpucel, scumpuțel, scumpicuță, scumpișor, scumpușor, 

scumpete), although they are not synonyms, since some of them mean ʻdearʼ and othe ʻexpesiveʼ, 

and the last three are already mentioned in dictionaries. Sometimes, some of the elements appear in 

different contexts with double morphological value.  

Sixth chapter. Diminution in phraseology is based upon illustrating diminutives that 

occur in the structure of some word combinations, syntagmas, phrases or expressions that are 

included in a more general dichotomy borrowed from Căpățână (2007) fixed collocations vs. free 

collocations. We considered that the introduction of relatively is mandatory (so the new dichotomy 

would be relatively fixed collocations vs. relatively free collocations) since all of these are altered 

by inserting a diminutive in their structure. Providing the status of syntagma, phrase or expression 

was based upon the observations from the three dictionaries representative for phraseology in 

Romanian (MDER, DELS, DFLR), in the cases in which the collocations were registered in these 

dictionaries. For the ones not registered, we applied the criteria that a structure should follow in 

order to be considered a syntagm, a phrase or an expression (these criteria are enumerated in the 

Preface from DELS).  

Each of the collocations was illustrated in the context and we noted some fact about its 

meanings, if they are recorded or not in the dictionaries we worked with, and also about the role it 

plays in the whole context (usually, for shaping positive or negative  attitudes/emotions).  

5. Our approach ends with an appendix containing a classification of diminutives 

considering the occurences. Diminutive „Lexical mayflies” (the ones having only one occurence) 

are the most numerous (1473 diminutives), which proves the fact that oftenly diminutives are used 

for expression needs, for nuancing the way a person expresses itself. The ones with two occurences 

are also well attested (833). There is practically an invers proporional ratio between the number of 

occurences and the number of diminutives, as the occurences grow, the number of diminutives 

decreases.   
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 6. Due to its great dimensions (over 800 pages) the corpus was offered as a separate 

document from the doctoral dissertation. The diminutives were presented alphabetically along with 

the contexts in which they are used. In spite of its dimensions, we considered that presenting the 

corpus was necessary since it can offer many reseach leads for future studies interested on the way 

Romanian language functions on the online environment.   

 7. Although our research is limited and it examins mostly only synthetic diminutives and 

only the language used on the Internet, we hope that the novelty of the perspectives approached in 

our analysis and the corpus excerpted manually to justify our whole study and to bring extra 

information about the vast issue of diminutives in Romanian language.  
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