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Abstract

The PhD thesis with the title Joan Chirila’s published works aims to bring back into
public eye one of the best Romanian journalists and writers. The subject of the present paper is,
therefore, the great sports journalist, Ioan Chirila, one of the most important sports chroniclers of
our country and a remarkable sports-themed book writer.

loan Chirila had a career that has spread over more than 40 years. He made his press
debut in 1951, when he became editor at the Sportul Popular Publishing House, a position he
held until 1961. In March 1958, he was hired to write for the weekly magazine Fotbal, a few
months later starting to write also for the magazine Sport.

In 1974, loan Chirila became head of section at the newspaper Sportul popular — which
today it’s called Gazeta Sporturilor —, then a commentator publicist, between 1971-1978, and
head of department, between 1978-1993, from 1993 being the general manager of the
newspaper. In addition, since the 1960s, he also wrote for the magazines Sport and Fotbal, and in
the 1970s, the columnist had a permanent rubric as a commentator at the national radio
broadcaster. Last but not least, from 1997 to 1999, when he died, he worked as a senior editor at
the newspaper ProSport.

In the nearly 50 years he spent in the most important editorial boards in the country, the
journalist wrote almost 4,700 articles, most of them — about 3,330 — in the pages of the
newspaper Sportul, for which he wrote for over 40 years. For each of the magazines Sporf and
Fothal, Toan Chirild wrote about 550 articles, and for the daily newspaper ProSport, of which he
was in the editorial board for little more than two years, he wrote around 250 articles.

Also, in 36 years, loan Chirila wrote 29 books, mostly dedicated to football, but also to
other sports that the journalist loved, such as tennis or gymnastics. In addition, he published a
volume outlined of travel reports, which he gathered from all the trips he went to during a sports
competition. He was a complete and complex journalist, who knew and loved sport in a
superhuman way, illustrating it with great grace, in order to make it easily understood by
everyone.

The main objective of the present research is the presentation of Ioan Chirila’s press
activity, supplemented by several secondary objectives, such as identifying the particularities of

the sports journalism, highlighting the use of stylistic means used by Ioan Chirila to accentuate



the message transmitted, cataloging the main topics addressed by the chronicler or highlighting
the way in which the Romanian censorship acted on the sports media in our country.

The author's mission was as demanding as it was interesting, proving itself to be
particularly useful in terms of the conclusions we reached and the comparison that can result,
between the press from 60 years ago and the one that was 20 years ago or the one from the
present, which has undergone a very strong tabloidization, losing its seriousness.

The study of sports publications, up to 60 years old, in which the mission was to identify
the articles of Toan Chirila, involved a laborious work, performed for the first time, which was
necessary, given that the research brings to the fore evidence of the decisive contribution that
loan Chirila had to increasing the popularity of the sports press and attracting people to sports

activities.

The thesis’ structure

The present work is structured in seven chapters, through which I outlined to Ioan Chirila
a complex portrait, using both the information that resulted from the analysis of books and
articles written by the journalist throughout his career, and the confessions of those who knew
him, Romanian personalities interviewed about the relationship with the Chirila.

The first chapter of the doctoral thesis presents the historical context of the sports press,
bringing to attention also the history of the publications for which Ioan Chirila wrote. It also
analyzes the journalistic genres identified in the sports press and how they were affected by
hybridization, paying special attention to hybridization in the case of Ioan Chirila — here the
differentiation between certain genres being difficult to achieve. Chapter 1 also presents the
characteristics of literary journalism, in which the articles of the columnist can be framed. Last
but not least, it also includes the features of Russian literature found in the writings of loan
Chirila, to see how the journalist was influenced by the socio-cultural context in which he lived.

The second chapter of the present paper focuses on the research methodology used in the
case study, presenting the research objectives and hypotheses, grouped according to each sports
publication for which Ioan Chirila wrote.

In the third chapter is presented the life of the journalist, being brought into the
foreground both aspects of the childhood or family life that he built after the age of 35, and

information about his career.



The fourth chapter contains the reviews of the 29 volumes published by Toan Chirila
throughout his life — 25 in his own name and four bearing the signature of others. The books
were grouped according to the sports disciplines approached or in chronological order — in the
case of volumes written for others.

Chapter 5 identifies the articles published in the press by loan Chirila, in the over 40
years in which he was in the service of sport. The four newspapers and magazines for which he
wrote are analyzed not only from a quantitative point of view, but also from a qualitative
perspective, in order to identify the particularities of the chronicler's writing and to highlight the
importance of Ioan Chirila for the Romanian sports journalism. The chapter confirmed and
reinforced the ideas established in the research hypotheses.

The sixth chapter of the doctoral thesis focuses on the way in which the censorship has
acted on the sports press in general and on the articles of Ioan Chirila, in particular. It also
presents how the censorship manifested in terms of the volumes that were to be published during
the communist period and also includes the details found in the CNSAS file of loan Chirila,
some of the characteristics highlighted being important in shaping the journalist's portrait.

The seventh chapter is based on the interviews made with seven personalities, family
members or colleagues and friends from the world of sports, who met and admired Toan Chirila.
The interviews were conducted between September 2018 — December 2019, in order to find out
what he represented for the sports press.

The last chapter of the present paper presents the conclusions of the research.

Research methodology

In order to carry out a more complex research, in this paper I have chosen to pursue both
quantitative and qualitative objectives. The quantitative content analysis is materialized by
cataloging the articles published by Ioan Chirila throughout the career according to different
variables, such as, in this case, the journalistic genre approached, the sports discipline that makes
the subject of the articles or the way of transmitting information — by telephone, telex, etc.

At the opposite end, the qualitative content analysis focuses on the written text in order to
understand the meanings. In this case, I chose to analyze the articles written by Toan Chirila that

were in different rubrics, such ,,Reportajul nostru”, , Ei sunt campionii nostri olimpici”, ,Ilustrata



de la nea Vanea” or , Prim-plan”. After grouping the materials according to the headings, I went
through each article to observe the particularities of the chronicler's writing style.

The present work also includes a series of targeted interviews, which focus directly on
the study’s topic. This research method was realized by interviewing those who knew the
journalist closely, from family members to guild colleagues and even athletes about he wrote.
The interviews were carried out by applying an identical set of questions to all the interviewees —
except for the wife of Ioan Chirila, in which a few questions were slightly modified —, questions
meant to outline a complex portrait of the chronicler.

The main research questions that were at the basis of the study are:

- Who was Ioan Chirila for the sports press in Romania?
- Was Ioan Chirila a journalist or a writer?

- How did Toan Chirila influence the Romanian sports media?

The present paper proposed that, through the detailed analysis of the literary and
journalistic work belonging to loan Chirila, to help reveal the vastness of knowledge and
objectivity of this great sports journalist, to enrich the heritage and history of the press, bringing
back to the present day the one who has dedicated himself to sports for more than four decades,
leaving a fabulous legacy — not only in terms of the volumes that he has published, but also
through the contribution he had to forming future generations of sports journalists.

The choice of this theme is justified by the desire to salvage information that, until now,
has not been explored, but which contributes to the observation of the way the Romanian sports
press has evolved in the recent years, to the creation of new perspectives and to the identification
of solutions for increasing the quality of sports journalism.

After conducting this research, 1 can say without hesitation that Toan Chirila is one of the
biggest sports journalists in Romania, of which Ion Tiriac said that “he was not just a sports
reporter or journalist. He was one of those initiated in the sport culture, [...] who made sports
journalism into an art.” He is a true sports encyclopedia, from which a young man found at the
beginning of the road has a lot to learn, especially because, according to Grigore Cartianu, “the

notion of sports book in Romania has almost been confused with Ioan Chirila, <<the patriarch>>

of the sports press.”



A future project is the publication of books that bring to attention the articles published
by Ioan Chirila in the Romanian sports newspaper and magazines, materials that, although dating
from decades, are still current, presenting aspects that the specialists involved in the sports

phenomenon should to take into account to obtain deserving results.
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€ Str. Constantin Brancoveanu, nr. 34, Sanpetru, Brasov (Romania)
 +40760831956

5% bianca dumitruS1@gmail.com

EXPERIENTA PROFESIONALA

032017-Prezent  Redactor
Radio Brasov, Brasov (Romania)
- Redactare, editare si prezentare stiri;
- Realizare emisiuni de 3-4 ore;

11/2016-06/2017  Operator Call-center
Vodafone, Brasov (Roménia)

- Ofertare clienii existenti pentru prelungirea contractelor.

04/2015-06/2016  Ajutor de bucétar/ajutoare de bucatar
Bistro de I'Arte, Brasov {(Romania)

11/2012-03/2014  Redactor ziar
Stiri de Sport, Clui-Napoca (Roméania)

- Documentare, redactare si editare stirt sportive.

EDUCATIE $I FORMARE B

09/2006-06/2010  Diploma de Bacalaureat
Colegiul National “Mircea cel Batran”, Constanta (Romania)

10/2010-07/2013  Diploma de Licenta in Jumalism

Universitatea ‘Babes-Bolyal’, Facultatea de Stiinte Politice, Administrative si ale
Comunicarii, Cluj-Napoca (Romania)

102014-07/2016  Diplomé de Masterat in Comunicare si Relatii Publice
Universitatea "Transilvania”, Facultatea de Sociologie si Comunicare, Brasov (Romania}

10/2016-Prezent  Diploma de Doctor in Jurnalism

Universitatea ‘Babes-Bolyai”, Scoala Doctorala de Stiinte Politice, Administrative si ale
Comunicarii, Cluj-Napoca (Romania)
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Limbile straine

VORBIRE

Ascultare Citire Participare la Discurs oral
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B1 B1 A2 A2
DELF B1
B1 B2 A2 A2
B1 B1 B1 A2

C1
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Niveluri: A1 si A2: Utilizator elementar - B1 ¢i B2: Utilizator independent - C1 si C2: Utifizator experimentat

Cadnul el comun de referinta imbi strdine - Gril auto-evaluare

- bune abilitati de comunicare cu cel din jur gratie interactiunii cu ascultatoni / clientii la locurile de

munca;

- bune abilitati de redactare a unor materiale text sau audio.

- bune competente de conducere a unor activitati / echipe de cameni gratie proiectelor de la facultate.

in care am avut un rol principal In organizarea i distribuirea rolurilor.

- foarte bund cunoastere a programelor de editare text si audio;
- bune abilititi de documentare, redactare si editare a materialelor text si audio;

- bune abilitd de utilizare a site-urilor Wordpress.
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