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The present dissertation follows the social history and economic strategies of a Hungarian
minority settlement (Sdmbrias, in Hungarian: Jobbagytelke) in Mures County, Romania in the
20™ century. These fields were massive influenced by the fact that village escaped from the
socialist collectivization, which had social and economic effects in the everyday life of the
locals.

My research is based on fieldwork, interviews made with locals and analyzing documents of
that period (press, journals etc.), and also researches made in local, state and church archives.
All of these were analyzed according to the concerning ethnographic and anthropological
literature.

My goal was to analyze the collectivization attempt in Sdmbrias and to present the economic,
social and cultural effects of the failed collectivization. Was this an advantage or a
disadvantage to the village? What kind of alternative economic strategies were evolving and
which traditional ones strengthened and lived on? By avoiding the collectivization, which
transformed radically the rural societies, what kind of social and cultural environment was
created in this village? These issues were researched by reflecting on the neighboring and
collectivized villages, because only this way can we fully understand the exceptional
situation of Sambrias.

For the better understanding of the local events the dissertation begins with an
international outlook on the collectivization processes in the Soviet bloc countries, which is
followed by the presentation of the Romanian collectivization, and the summary of the
ethnographic and anthropological researches in this topic. After the description of the social,
demographic and economic evolution of the village follows the analysis of the failed
collectivization attempt. I present the role of Antal Balla, the local party secretary at that time,
who had a major role in the avoidance of the socialist transformation of the agriculture in the
village. This chapter is followed by the presentation of the alternative economic strategies
(straw processing, livestock breeding, production of distilled beverages) and the analysis of
the local cultural life from 1945 until today.

The hypothesis was that by keeping the agricultural land in the peasant’s ownership
had an effect on the social and cultural life, and the elements of the traditional, archaic
peasant culture (intellectual and material culture) from Sambrias partially survived. The
thesis also analyses the fact, that this special situation affected the economic and social life of
the locals after the 1989 revolution as well, and Sambrias obtained economic, social and
cultural advantages unlike the neighboring collectivized villages.

The research proved that this non collectivized status had in foremost economic
advantages, and the social and cultural development of the village had a different arch
compared to the collectivized settlements in the region, where the aging population, the
migration of the youth and the impoverishment was a great issue. Meanwhile, in Sambrias the
social and cultural life was a lively one (within the frames of the socialist culture politics).

With the failed collectivization attempt more archaic economical methods, strategies
and tools survived and were used henceforward. The peasants carried on relatively free with
the traditional agriculture on their own properties, in opposing to the collective farms, where
former peasants were controlled and guided by the state.

In Sambrias new economic strategies emerged and traditional ones strengthened
which all led to a greater well-being of the locals compared to the collectivized villages, and
the latter called Sdmbrias “little America” for this privileged status.

The peripheral situation, the traditional social structures had as a result that this



settlement kept its ethnic, religious and agrarian character, and reacted unitary to the
macroeconomic processes of the 20th century that were generated sometimes by force and
artificially.
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