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                                                                   Summary 
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Summary: 

        This thesis tries to investigate the  Roumanian Greek-Catholic Church  persecution  last 

period, not the beginning one. If the events from 1948 till 1970 (the death of Cardinal Iuliu 

Hossu) are now well-known, even in Western literature, due  to  Romanian exiled priests or  

foreign scholars , and nowadays due to modern Romanian students, what really happened in the 

last decade of Ceausescu’s regime  must be more precise, especially in the diocese of Cluj-

Gherla, Cluj –Napoca (the former Cluj) being even now considered the cultural main town of 

Transylvania. Why the diocese of Cluj-Gherla survived the last years of persecution (1981-1989) 

having a very uncharacteristic leading structure? Why, despite the presence of two bishops, Ioan 

Chertes and Emil Riti, claimants of the canonical jurisdiction since 1970 were still other priests?  

Which were  the real relations between the  diocesan leadership and the officers of the Secret 

Police (the famous Securitate)? Why many of the actors among the Church leaders, writing their 

Memoirs, were crossing the last years with ease, even misleading other scholars or introducing 

new, uncanonical concepts like diocesan ternaries?  Why other memorialists are offering other, 

more veridical data about what really happened?  To these and other questions this paper tries to 

answer. 

       Due to the huge amount of materials kept by the Securitate’s Investigation National Council, 

however not always available for current scholars, the author selected the  case of one Greek-

Catholic diocese (Cluj-Gherla), and the last decade of the persecution time, trying to systematize 

the data offered from ecclesiastical documents (diaries, correspondence, pastoral letters, priestly 

reports) documents being in danger to be destroyed or eliminated from public investigation. 

Saving these documents and putting them in public debate is an imperative now.These 

documents confirm what other studies, written by laymen  , are offering about the cooperation 

between ecclesiastic figures and the secret, political police. 
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     During the persecution time, the Holy See issued a document, De nomination substitutorum, 

(1948) a genuine ecclesiastical constitution for local suffering Churches, the list of secret 

ordinaries established according to this document by local bishops and ratified by the Apostolic 

Regent, archbishop Gerald Patrick O’Hara in May 1950 being preserved and published by a 

Hungarian Roman-Catholic  historian, Fr. Imre Tempfli. Data fom those documents are in 

genuine contradiction with later reports written by Greek-Catholic scholars. 

     The Securitate was able to penetrate the diocesan secret structure, bishop Ioan Chertes being 

excluded from his jurisdiction, under his illness pretext, illness well ameliorated after 1970. 

Canon Nicolae Pura claimed to have a canonical jurisdiction from Cardinal Iuliu Hossu, or 

(according to some memoirs, from the Apostolic Nuntio ) but the future bishop Emil Riti 

(consecrated in 1985) claimed also to have a canonical jurisdiction , received from the same Iuliu 

Hossu on 14.IX.1969, having some documents for his claim. However Emil Riti was a Securitate 

informant since 1967.  Pura reconstructed the diocesan chapter in 1978  (when the old canons 

were dead, being sure to nominate his own followers), adapted himself to the suggestions of the 

Secret Police, pleading for changing the Greek-Catholic rite of the Romanian resistants into the 

Latin rite, favouring in such a way future diversions between the Latins from Transylvania (most 

Hungarian, German and Slovak origin) and the Romanian ones. Pura gave his office to Canon 

Silvestru Augustin Prundus, involved in ecumenical dialogue with the Orthodox clergy, deeply 

controlled by the Securitate since 1972, who continued the policy of Pura. The leader (proedros, 

first tenant) of the Church, metropolitan deputy, was bishop Ioan Dragomir, till his death, in 

1985, who tried to assure the survival of the clandestine clergy and even a bishopric line, 

uncompromised with state relations.  Pura and Prundus were heavily cooperating with Dragomir, 

Prundus being able to travel to Rome in 1981 and 1983. During his first trip to Vatican, Prundus 

received the Pontifical permission for  new bishops consecrations  (permission asked to John 

Paul II on 18.IV.1981, by bishop Alexandru Todea) but he refused to bring it to Romania. 

Dragomir who mistrusted Prundus, being assured from other channels that he can proceed, 

consecrated 3 new bishops, one among them being Emil Riti. When Dragomir died, Alexandru 

Todea became the chief of the episcopal staff, and accepting cooperation with state authorities, 

organized an uncanonical metropolitan election, despite canonical rules which impelled 

organizing promotions during the persecution.  Todea wanted to controle other dioceses, so he 
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was able to force Prundus to step down, receiving  the Cluj-Gherla’s jurisdiction in 1987. The 

diocesan Chapter was able to  work in an organized way only between 1987-1990. 

      A great mental and spiritual earthquake was caused among Romanian resistant Greek-

Catholics by Council Vatican II. Their courage for fighting for their faith, having an heroic 

behavior in prisons and concentration camps was due to their personal conscience that the 

Catholic Church is the Church of Christ. After post Vatican II reforms and a new ecclesiology 

were stating that the Orthodox Church and other Christian confessions are reliable for salvation 

and “Sister Churches”, their resistance efforts  were demolished, the resistant clergy having one 

main interest: to survive and to keep their local ecclesiastical structures alive. For this they 

looked for help to the State authorities, which, being well trained, took fully advantage from it. 

     For the Greek-Catholic Church in Romania reports from the Secret Police were published, 

mainly by the historian Cristian Vasile, these documents clearly stating that from about 600 

clandestine clergymen 44 were sources of the secret police in November 1988, in august 1989 

their number jumping to 256! The State repressive organs were deeply controlling the structure 

and decisions of the Greek-Catholic Church from Romania, which was a clandestine one, but not 

an opposite  or a dissident one. Except the members of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

Congregation ( founded during the hardiest persecution time, in 1950), who were certain about 

the communist regime collapse, the other main ecclesiastical figures were still asking freedom 

for their Church from the communist authorities which had only some months of  life in autumn 

1989. 

       The first chapter present  investigative methods and methodology, explaining how to deal 

with ecclesiastical contemporary documents issued during the religious persecution, precising 

why this subject was choosen. After 1948, the Greek-Catholic Church from Romania being 

outlawed, had no more praesidial archives, therefore documents were kept in private collections. 

Due to objective conditions this research is based on docuemts issued by ecclesiastical figures 

belonging to the diocese of Cluj-Gherla. 

       The second chapter is illustrating the diocesan history and historiography before 1948 and 

after that year, the last official residential bishop Iuliu Hossu (1885-1970) being not neglected. 

Several texts, papers, articles or studies are repeating more or less the same data, quite 
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imprecisely, even ignoring previous research on the topic, therefore an acribic analysis of that 

bibliography was done. 

      The third chapter is phocused about the previous research on this specific topic, illustrating 

how some pro domo positions were uncritically accepted by other scholars, and thus perpetuated 

in common bibliography. A huge repertoire of prevoius ecclesiastical documets from 1948/1989 

is presented, and inconsistencies or canonical impossibilities are underlined. 

       The fourth chapter is exploring the canon law rules, from the local greek-catholic tradition, 

from the Holy See, especially the De nominatione substitutorum Decree (1948), therefore 

abuses, missfacts or canonical transgressions can be easily illustrated. 

       The fifth chapter illustrates biographical figures from the leading diocesan offices during the 

religious clandestinity, mentioning when thy were imprisoned for their faith, or collaborating 

(after their release) with the Secret Police (Securitate) or the Communist authorities. It is 

explained why diversions, intoxications and intra-catholic conflicts were generated in Romania, 

even the Roman Curia (of the Holy See) being affected. The episcopal proposals from 

18.IV.1981. which were able to arrive at the Holy See, being accepted, were later burried due to 

the Secret Police interventions, in 1990 the Holy See accepting the local status quo. 

       The sixth chapter is presenting and analysing some inedite documents, where can be proved 

how voluntarism of some clergymen affected the diocesan life during the persecution, how the 

recent history was alterated, and why the Holy See was not able to have a clear picture about the 

local state of  affairs. 

        The seventh chapter is presenting a chronological synopsis of the diocesan life between 

1981/1989, during the leading of canon Silvestru A. Prunduş (more or less legitimate) and then 

of bishop Alexandru Todea, helped by the General Vicar, canon Tertulian Langa, and why 

bishops Ioan Chertes (who had to be the legitimate diocesan apostolic administrator) and Emil 

Riti (who received his diocesan office from Iuliu Hossu, being ordainded bishop in 1985) were 

practically excluded from the leading office.  

        The last chapter is illustrating some conclusions, analysing the impact of the post Vatican II 

reforms in the Greek-Catholic Church from Romania, how ere these reforms received, what 
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consequences had, and how the eclesiological confusions were or were not clarified. Some 

comparative remarcs with other Greek-Catholic Churches are illustrated. 

         Therefore we present here the Contnts and the Biography of our work. 
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