“Babes-Bolyai” University of Cluj-Napoca
Faculty of Orthodox Theology
“Isidor Todoran” Doctoral School

CATECHESIS IN THE EASTERN AND WESTERN
SPIRITUALITY IN THE ROMANIAN AREA.
COMPARATIVE STUDY

- Abstract of the PhD Thesis -

Scientific coordinator:
Pr. Professor Vasile Gordon, PhD

PhD student:
Pr. Grecu Adrian-Alin

Cluj-Napoca
2019



CONTENTS

F N o] =3V - UL o] 4TSRS 8
INTRODUGCTION. ..ottt sttt st re st eneenesteseenennas 9
CHAPTER |: GENERAL NOTIONS IN THE FIELD OF CATECHESIS. PATRISTIC
CATECHETICAL REFERENCE POINTS.....cc e 15
1.1. Definition, ODJECtiIVE, PUIPOSE........ueiiiiiiierieeieeie sttt 15

1.2. Stages and Plan for the Drafting of the Catechesis.............ccccoveviviveiiiece e, 17

1.2.1. Plan for the CateCheSIS..........coviriiieiiie e 18

1.2.2. Sagunian Model - ,,Purely Dialectic Rules of the Form to Catechize”...19

1.3. ERR Model 0r MEtNOd.........cccviiiiieiieececeee et 20

1.4. Active-Participative Methods Used in the Creation and Defence of the
(081 (<10l 11T TP 21
1.5. Brief Historical Presentation of the Catechesis. Classes of

(@8 1T 0 [0 0T g USSR 22
1.5.1. Stages of CateChumENaLe............cceeveiieiiiiiicceee e 26

1.6. Representative Moments of Patristic and Post-Patristic Catechesis...................... 27

1.6.1. Saint Cyril of Jerusalem and His Catecheses............cccocveverieniiennsennnn, 27

1.6.1.1. Mystagogical CateChesSes...........ccceeeiiririeiieiese e 35

1.6.1.2. CONCIUSIONS....c.veuviiiiiiiiesiesieeieeie ettt st eneas 37

1.6.2. Catechetical Reference Points in Holy Fathers and Their View on

Religious Education: Saint Clement of Alexandria, Saint Gregory of Nyssa, Saint John

Chrysostom and BIeSSed AUGUSTINE..........ooiiiiiiieie e 38
1.6.2.1. Saint Clement of Alexandria and His Work -

oo TeToF To 0o 1 TSSOSO 40
1.6.2.1.1. Didactic Principles in Saint Clement of Alexandria....48

1.6.2.2. Saint Gregory of Nyssa — The Great Catechism...................... 51

1.6.2.3. Saint John ChrySOStOM...........cccocvieiieieiiee e 56

1.6.2.3.1. Marriage CateCheses..........ccceevveiiieiieiiie e 60

1.6.2.3.2. The Eight Baptismal Catecheses............ccccccvevveennne. 67

1.6.2.3.3. About Vain Glory and Raising Children.................... 73

1.6.2.3.3.1. Educational Catechetical Reference Point..73

1.6.2.4. Blessed AUQUSLINE.........cceiiieiieiie e 78

1.6.2.4.1. De catechizandis rudibus.............ccccooviiiininiiinnnn, 82



1.6.3. Saint Nicetas Of REMESIANG. ......coeeeeei e 92

1.6.4. Reception of the Catecheses of Saint Theodore the Studite in the

ROMANIAN OITNOUOX ATA......eiuieiiiiiisieeie ettt ettt et e s e nteeseesreesbeeneesneenreas 96
1.6.4.1. Brief Presentation of the Life and Activity of Saint Theodore

TNE STUTITE. ...t bbbt e et bbb ne e 96
1.6.4.2. Historical CONtEXt.........cceiieiiiieniie e 98

1.6.4.3. Lif€..iiiiiicece e 99

1.6.4.4. WOTKS....ooiiiieiecieieece e 104
1.6.4.5. Spiritual SPEECNES.........cccviiiiiecece e 111
1.6.4.5.1. Moral CateCheseS..........covrierieiiiie e 111
1.6.4.5.1.1. The Benefit of Confession and Complete Obedience

towards the Abbot and Spiritual Father..............c.cccooeiieiiiiciiciec, 112

1.6.4.5.1.2.. Humility in Patience..........ccccccooevvevecveiieesee s, 115

1.6.4.5.1.3. FASHING.....cccoiiiieieiee e 116

1.6.4.5.1.4. Body Caring, Food and the Sin of Lust............... 119
1.6.45.1.5. About the Love of Money and Greed of

1Y [T R PPR 121
1.6.45.1.6. The Fight with Unclean Spirits and Patience in
TOIMPTALIONS. ...ttt bbbkt b ettt e s e et bbbt eneas 122
1.6.4.5.1.7. Brotherly Love and Shepherding ............c.ccoc..... 124

1.6.4.5.1.8. About Keeping God’s Commandments................ 125

1.6.4.5.1.9. Leaving the MONaStery .........cccooceverenineninninnnn, 126

1.6.4.5.1.10. About REPENTaNCE...........covvrriieieeiiesieieeeee, 127
1.6.4.5.1.11. About Contemplation and the Meditations of the

IVHING. ettt s bt R e bttt et e R e bt et re bt e e n et rs 128
1.6.4.5.2. Dogmatic CateCheses..........ccceriririiieresere e, 129
1.6.4.5.3. Liturgical CateCheses..........ccccoreiirieieieienese e 134
1.6.4.5.3.1. Fulfilling the Services in the Holy

(O 11U ] (o o TSR 134
1.6.4.5.3.2. Superiority of Monastic Life in a

(O00] 1o £=To =11 o] 4 TSSO PP 134
1.6.4.5.3.3. Love towards Participation in the Holy Services

and towards ChUICN FEASES. ........oiiiiieiiiie et e 135



1.6.4.5.4. The Testament of Our Holy Father and Confessor
Theodore the Studite, by which He Commanded how Monks Should Live in all

(O00] 1o £=To =1 o] 4 T T TR PR PO TP PPV PRPPOPRPTR 138
1.6.4.6. CONCIUSIONS......coviiiiiiiesiisiieeeee e 139
1.6.5. Reception of the Catecheses of Saint Simeon the New
Theologian in the Romanian Literature and Liturgical Life...........ccooviiiiiiiniiiiieee 140
1.6.5.1. Several Moments in the Book of Life of Saint Simeon
the NEW TheOlOGIAN ......ccveiieice e 140
1.6.5.2.The Life of Saint Simeon the New Theologian.
Historical, Liturgical, and Monastic Context .............cccc....... 142
1.6.5.3. WOTKS....coviiiiiiiiiicieeee e 146
1.6.5.4. CateChESES.....cveivieiieii e 147
1.6.5.4.1. Wailing and Repentance..............ccccecn.... 148
1.6.5.4.2. The Holy Sacrament of Confession.......150
1.6.5.4.3. Holy Eucharist.........c.ccocvvviinneninnnnnn 151
1.6.5.4.4. The Meaning of the Holy Scripture.......152
1.6.5.4.5. Simeon the Pious - Spiritual Father and
Model of Living........ccoceevvevveveiicieenns 153
1.6.5.4.6. FaSting......cccceoeririniniieie e 154
1.6.5.4.7. Seeing the Divine Light and the Mystical
BliSS. i, 155
1.6.5.4.8. Monastic Congregational Life............... 157
Conclusions t0 the First Chapter ... 160
CHAPTER Il. CATECHESIS IN THE ROMANIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH........... 163
2.1. Catechesis Nowadays and the Need for Catechization...............ccccccevveveivenenne. 163
2.2. Education of the Person in Christ - Soteriological Paradigm in the New
LIS 2 LT 166
2.2.1. Child’s Innocence as a Moral Paradigm and Model of Spiritual Purity168
2.3. Means of Catechization at the Level of the Parish............ccccoovvevniiiciciinnne. 169
2.4. Connection between the Catechesis and the Pastiral and the Father/Catechist-
Apprentice RelatioNSNIP........ooiiii e 170
2.5. Religious Education through Catechesis, Family and Religion Course.............. 174
2.5.1. Education amongst the Chosen People.........ccccoovviieniiiniiiiiiicen, 178
2.6. Principles of Religious EAUCALION.............coviiiiiiiiiciie e 182



2.7. Getting to Know God - Endeavour of the Catechesis and of Christian

PO g . . ettt e 184
2.7.1. Getting to Know God by Studying Thoroughly the Catechetical

L0001 (=] 0 TP PR PSPPSR 188
2.8. Religion Course — A Catechetical ACt?..........cccveveiieeiieie e 189

2.9. Division into Periods of the Catechesis in the Romanian Orthodox Church from
the Point of View of CatechetiCal Literature. .......coooooe oo oo 205

2.9.1. Catechists and Representative Catechetical Works in the Romanian

OrthodOX CRUICN. ..ot bbbt ne e 206
2.10. Catechetical Programs in the Romanian Orthodox Church.............ccccceeenennee. 221

2.10.1. Catechetical Program Christ Professed to Children................ 221

2.10.1.1. Characteristics of Catechetical Guides for Children.222

2.10.2. Catechetical Project Choose School!............cccoceveiiiiiiiienen, 225

2.10.3. The Way or the Path to Salvation..............ccccocvvriiininieninnn. 226

2.11. Church/School Complementarity in the Catechization Process...........c.ccoccevenee. 228
2.11.1. Elements of Pedagogy with the Help of Catechesis.........c...cccccecvnee. 233

2.11.2. Elements of Educational Religious Psychology in the Catechetical

ST 00T | OSSR 235
2.11.2.1. Methods of Christian Educational Psychology Useful in the

CateCNIZALION PrOCESS. ... iuviie ittt sttt ettt b et s et e et e sbesbesbeereene e 243
2.11.2.1.1. Psychological Learning Methods.......................... 243

2.12. Angst — Obstacle of Catechesis and of Religious School Education................. 244

2.13. Catechetical Inferences of Sunday SChool............cccooeiiiiinii e 247

2.14. Catechetical Directions Specific t0 TEENAJErS......ccccvveveeieerieiiece e 249

2.15. Moral Expectations and Distinctions regarding the Catechist Person and that of

the Teacher OF RelIgION.......coiii e 259
CHAPTER IIl. CATECHESIS IN THE ROMAN-CATHOLIC CHURCH IN
ROMANIA ettt bttt e e be b e seeae st e e e be et e b eseebe st ensateaseneens 264
3.1. Historical and Religious Context of the Romanian Catholic Ecclesiae............... 265

3.2. Chronological Reference Points of the Catechetical Tradition in the Roman-

Catholic Church in ROMANIA..........coiuiiieieeieceee et sreenee e 271
3.2.1. Beginnings of Episcopal (Catholic) Organization..............c.ccccceevenennen. 271
3.2.2. Catholic Missionaries and their Catechetical Writings............cccccve.e.. 272
3.2.3. Stages of the Roman-Catholic Catechesis in the 20" Century.............. 278



3.2.4. Historical Stages of Catholic CateChesis ..........ccccveveviveriiienieere e, 279

3.3. Catechesis in the Current Roman-Catholic Church............ccccooiiiiiiiiiiie 280
3.3.1. An Initiation Into the Catholic Catechesis..........ccccoveiieerininiieniennne 280
3.3.2. CUITENT CONTEXTL......eiieiiieeiie et 281
3.3.3. Nature and Importance of CateChesis..........ccccevvvvevieiieiieii e 284
3.3.4. Educational Ideal of CateChesis.........ccceveiiiiiiiini e 286
3.3.5. Basic Principles of Catholic CateChesis.........cccovvrieiieneiiienieiese e 288
3.4. Objectives of Catechesis in the Roman-Catholic Church............cccccccvvieiieinennns 290
3.4.1. Common or General Catechetical Objectives of Age Groups.............. 291
3.4.2. ODjJectiVes Per AQE GIOUPS.......ccererririreeieieniestesiesieseeeeee e 291
3.4.2.1. ChIlAIeN ..o e 292
3.4.2.1.1. Special Catechetical Program for Children Enrolled
IN0 HOIY SACIAMENLS......ccuiiiiecicie ettt ne e 294
3.4.2.2. TEENAGEIS. ...cuviieisieesieete sttt 294
3.4.2.3. YOUNGSLEIS. ...ttt 296
3424, AQUIES ..o 297
3.4.2.4.1. Catechization according to the Profession............... 299
K ST O ] [0 =T £ o] 1SR 300
3.5. Educational Methods and Means in CateChesis............covrerereneninenieeeeees 300
3.6. Catechist’s Vocation in the Church Magisterium............ccocvevniiniininiicninnnn 302
3.7. Official Directives, Documents and Regulations Existing on the Vatican’s
Website regarding CUurrent CateChESIS. ........cviiiiiiiiriiieeiieree e 304
3.7.1. Preparatory Catechesis for the 6™ Global Meeting of Families - Mexico
2009, et R R Rt R e R et e Rt Rt et R e Rt e R e e be b e n e e tente st eneerenrn 306
3.7.2. Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue...........c.cccovvevveiviieennnne 307
3.7.3. Apostolical Paraenesis Evangelii gaudium..........ccccceeeveiiieneiennnnnnn. 307
3.7.4. Paraenesis Catechesi tradendae (Communication of Catechesis)......309

3.7.4.1.Catechetical Themes in the Apostolic Paraenesis Catechesi

tradendae........coviiiii e 310

3.7.5. Bishops’ Synod on the Evangelization of 1974...........cccccccvviininnnnn. 314
3.7.6. Apostolic Paraenesis Evangelii nuntiandi (Gospel

Proclamation)..........cooeiiiiiiiieee s 314

3.7.7. Encyclic Redemptoris MISSIO .......cccvvveieeiiieiriie e see e 315

3.7.8. Document Dialogue and Preaching .........ccccooovevveiiieiiec i 316



3.7.9. ENCYCHC Ad GENLES .....ovveieee et 317

3.7.10. Encyclic HUMANAE VITAL........ceeeiiieiieie e 317

3.7.11. Statement on Christian Education Gravissimum educationis........... 318

3.8, Parish CateCheSIS. ......cuiiiriiiiiiiiesee s 319

3.8.1. Several Examples of Catechetical Activity in a Parish.................c......... 321

3.9. CatholiC SCNOON........cceiiie e 325

3.9.1. CateCheSISOTTICE. ....ccueeieieiieie e 332

3.10. Catechetical Strategies in the Roman-Catholic Church in Romania.................. 332
3.10.1. Catechetical Strategies of the Diocesan Synod in Iasi Carried out

Between 2001-2004.........cooi i 332

3.10.2. Salesian Congregation...........cccreieriririreeeeeee e 335

3.10.3. Catholic Action in Romania and its Catechization Efforts.................... 336

T8 0 I Yoo 1 o S 338

3.10.5. Youcat Catechetical Strategy..........cccoeivriereiiiiri e 339

3.11. Several Contemporary Catechetical Bibliographic References..............cccc...... 341

As a conclusion: catechesis in the Orthodox Church and the Roman-Catholic Church in

Romania. Brief Comparative ASSESSMENT..........ccceiieiiiieiiece e 343
Annex - Division into Periods of the Catechesis in the Romanian Orthodox Church (B.O.R.)
from the Point of View of Catechetical LIterature...........cccocovviriiienenie e 350
T 1 o1 Lo o] =1 0] 1|28 SRS PORROPPSO 365

Keywords: catechesis, catechumenate, Catechetics, catechetical projects,
catechumen, neophyte, kerygma, classes of catechumenate, religious educational ideal,
catechetical schools, catechism, Christian pedagogy, pedagogical rationalism, religious
education, Religion Course, Sunday school.



Abstract

Faith comes from hearing and hearing the word of God (Rm. 10, 17). This verse can
be classified, by excellence, as an “ontological” basis of catechesis. With this idea, we express
our conviction that there is no Christian that would not take on this path of his/her becoming
in Christ. Even so, as Eliade states, man is religious by nature - homo religiosus, this refined
religiousness shall have to be guided in order to bring about the fruits of salvation. Or, it is in
this that the role of catechesis is fulfilled — in the refined moulding of this religiousness,
where faith must “ripen”, on this path — from the beginner stage of the child to the complete
state of man, “to the extent of the age of Christ’s completeness”, as Apostle Paul states, in his
Epistle to Ephesians, chapter 4, vers. 13. As we shall see, this itinerary of the maturity of faith
is structured in three stages, namely, kerygma, catechesis and respectively, homilies — the first
preaching or hearing addressed to people about Christ, then the foundation of this faith
through the action of the catechesis (towards the Christian Baptism), and finally, the pursue of
faith stabilities through permanent catechesis and homilies or sermon. Regarding us, as
servants (clergy) of God, one of our greatest responsibilities is represented, together with the
sarcamental one, certainly by the duty to teach people God’s will and word, sacred duty,
instituted by the Saviour Himself through the words in Mt. 28, 19-20 — “Therefore go and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit”. Thus, the seriousness of this educational responsibility has represented an
element of personal motivation in choosing this theme, even when in studying at the Faculty
of Theology, when our “virtual” priesthood (although we were simple students), “resonated in
our minds” and at the same time, we had an additional determination in the word of father
Vintilescu — to not fly the white feather from priesthood, as a desertation of Christ, which sin,
he said, would be greated than the personal unworthiness invoked in such a context (the
“millstone” is represented, for connoisseurs, the Treaty on Priesthood of Saint John
Chrysostom). After the ordination, the theme of educational ministration has become even
more “serious”, with all the power of the word, reminding us once more of the word of the
same Apostle Paul, who urged Timotheus — take heed to yourself and to the teaching; abide to
these, as, by doing so, you shall save yourself and the ones who listen to you (I Tim. 4, 16; cf.
and lac. 5, 20).

A second motivation in choosing the theme was represented by the catechetical model
of Catholics, and we refer here to the exterior structure or form of the content, to the methods



and means applied by these, which aroused my curiosity and real interest in finding out what
they are doing well (apart from doctrine errors) and we do not do, in order to acquire our
brother, as the Paterikon states. From this point of view, we hesitated to pursue the treatment
of such a subject, of searching and preaching the Truth through the action of catechesis.
“Driving” factors do not come down to just this. We regareded as of good omen to sketch and
present some strategies and elements regarding the manner of organizing and carrying out
catechesis in the Romanian Catholic space, if and to what extent these can be useful, even
more when there is a distinction in perspective and systematic research of the Orient in
comparison to the Occident. And Catholic is a defining term of the Western space. If in the
Orient, where we fall in, as Romanians, the focus from the sphere of educational ministration
was manifested in the theological research in the field of homilies, on the contrary, Western
people insisted especially upon the catechesis and the role that it exclaims in helping to save
Christians. But, new times have also come upon us, Orthodox people, where the Book of
Hours and the Euchologion are not enough anymore, as the worthy of remembrance
Metropolitan Antonie Plamadeald stated. In times past, during the times of Saint John
Chrysostom, the world knew about the theology (we refer to the Byzantium) that he preached
even in the market. However, these times have set... And if during those times there were only
a few heresies, these have imbued the earth, reaching to the amazing number of sects and
denominations, of a few thousands — one more reason to care and strengthen the work of
assimilating the faith of the Christian and Orthodox people. However, being a Christian does
not mean to be called a Christian, but to do the deeds of a Christian. Or, if we look at certain
statistical data, of our Orthodox people of 86,7%, these do not reconcile at all with the notion
of being a good Christian, through deeds.

Five years ago, a religious survey indicated an alarming number of the presence of the
people in Church on days of feasts; Sunday and on feast days around 10% and for important
feasts — Eastern and Christmas, only 30%. How would we think we have a Christian society
when out of one hundred people, only ten come to Church? When we have reached 1% place
in Europe with the number of infanticides? The fruits of Christian can hardly be seen. And if
we deeply contemplate on a truth expressed by a father contemporary to us, namely that “we
are guilty of the fact that the neighbour is guilty”, then we should ask ourselves about us...,
trying to offer an answer with the help of the catechesis, as well.

To a great extent, all can be reduced to the power of manifesting love, for which man
was created, love for God and for thy neighbour, according to the words of Apostle John (I In.

4, 7-8). But this love must be accurately understood, both amongst our Orthodox Christians,



and in the relationships regarding the discussions with the other Christian denominations and
certainly, sects, on whose path, Orthodoxy shall remain a strong impediment, a rock of the
preaching about the Truth where the Truth Itself is experienced both theoretically and
practically, including through the “enlightened action” of the catechesis.

The area of this thesis research is constituted, as we can infer, the activity in the field
of catechetical theology, namely of the catechesis, in the Romanian Orthodox Church and the
Roman-Catholic Church, with its implications in the field of religious education of adjacent
sciences, such as psychology, sociology and Christian pedagogy.

The novelty and drive of the Orthodox catechetical field can be understood
through/from the execution of a comparison or of a parallelism regarding the strategies,
projects, themes and methods of Catholic catechetical activities with the ones existing in the
Romanian Orthodox Church and the highlighting, as such, of what can be useful to Orthodox
academic and practical theology in Romania.

The research limits of this PhD thesis has two directions: limiting personal
understanding or knowledge, due to which our endeavour comes down to a small step in the
research of the field of catechetical theology, and secondly, the field of convergence between
the two Churches, on this theme of catechesis, has its limits, caused especially by the lack of
interest of other persons in interfering with everything that bears the Catholic seal. Moreover,
one can also speak about a real limitation caused by doctrine distinctions, from the
perspective of a sumption — the content represents the method. As we may infer, confessional
interferences shall always represent strong sensitivities, even more in our case, taking into
account the unfortunate event of the Unification of 1700, where many Romanian Orthodox
persons had to suffer, due to the fault of Catholics (especially those with decision-making
powers) — for instance, approximately 140 Orthodox places of worship were destroyed by
Austrian General Bukov. As a consequence, the act of “unification” was called by George
Baritiu “the greatest Romanian tragedy” — a real limitation.

The stage of current research reflects a relatively low level of interest on this theme,
although there is a centuries old tradition in Romania of Catholicism. The causes are multiple,
and we have already mentioned some of them above. In general, researches have an
informative and sporadidc aspect, the subject being one of interest from the point of view of
university professors or of the ones in vocational schools and less at the level of students. The
main concerns in the field refer to — catechetical projects, historical analyses, Catholic school,

pedagogic rationalism, religious education, catechumenate.
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The objects of the thesis take into account the identification of Catholic catechetical

elements that can be borrowed and used in the catechesis in the Romanian Orthodox Church
(methods, strategies and programs), as well as highlighting the need and importance of

catechesis in Romanian Orthodoxy in the current context, with associated patristic examples

and having as help new knowledge of adjacent laic sciences, namely pedagogy, psychology,

communication sciences and sociology, with their methods and principles for the
systematization and streamlining of the contents.

Thesis Plan

From the technical point of view, the PhD thesis consists of a total of 385 pages,
where we find 999 footnotes, extracts from approximately 300 bibliographic points (more
specifically 293), which are not only “historical”, but also brought up to date, both from the
Orthodox space and the Roman-Catholic one in Romania. Moreover, the thesis is structured
into 3 large chapters, classified as Introduction, Conclusions, Annexes and Bibliography.

On a structural level, the first chapter of the thesis begins with the presentation of
several basic notions regarding catechesis and the names around it. We considered it to be
food to highlight these as the terms are not as familiar outside the theological space, and, in
that context, explanations can only be welcomed. Furthermore, the basic content of the first
chapter is constituted by the presentation of certain works — models of catechesis, created by
those great Holy Fathers of the golden age of the Christian Church, namely Clement of
Alexandria (f 214-215), Cyril of Jerusalem (f 386), Gregory of Nyssa (i 394), John
Chrysostom (7 407), Blessed Augustine (T 430), and Nicetas of Remesiana (T 414), as well as
Saint Theodore the Studite (826)1 and Saint Simeon the New Theologian (71022), fathers
who did not only submitted their vast expertise in God’s service, but also managed to imprint
Christian educational directions during the times and in the places they lived. Their precious
catechetical and pedagogic and educational expertise can only delight and determine us to
follow their advice and methods inspired from above, both on the informal level and
especially on the training-educational one, of our inner nurture into Christ.

The second chapter brings us to the present moment and endeavours to offer us an
interpretation and a description of what catechesis means in the current Romanian Orthodox
Church. We all know that, after the beginning of the 3 Millennium, a revival of catechetical

activities inside the Romanian Orthodox Church, which had remained slightly tributary to this

11



field, left behind by homilies and preaching concerns, was endeavour and is still endeavoured.
The triggering factors of this phenomenon are many, but certainly connected, firstly, to the
“new” views of theology professors responsible for catechetical activities, who understood the
great potential for the spiritual revival that catechesis can offer in the current context, context
somewhat guided by the new challenges of nowadays society.

To a certain extent, from the point of view of organizing context, the second chapter
represents a mirror image for the third chapter, as the catechetical concerns of the Catholic
Church aim at the same objectives that we, Orthodox people, have into consideration by the
action of catechesis, especially regarding distant objectives — as is the one of customs in the
liturgical life, or the supreme objective, that is defined by the becoming of man from the old
one into the new one, bearer of Christ and bearer of the Holy Ghost, who would be prepared
for eternity alongside God.

In a brief presentation — in the first part of the second chapter we shall speak about the
need for catechization and, implicitly, about the importance of catechesis as educator of the
soul into Christ — the leit-motif in the New Testament, but also as a work that is developing
into this threefold “sacred framework™ of family, Church and school, with its ramifications —
the family model and concern for the child’s religious education — the ecclesiocentric
principle and the pursue in getting to know God through catechesis — namely the meaning of
the religion course and the input of the sciences of school psychology, sociology and
pedagogy. Furthermore, we shall have a brief history of catechetical activities within
Romanian Orthodoxy, with the presentation of the most significant figures and writings in the
catechetical field, after which we shall proceed to indicating several catechetical projects as
well as of the complementarity of the relationships between Church and School in the process
of religious education, through catechesis and the religion course. In the final part of the
second chapter we shall develop several aspects concerning the fruitful overlap of catechesis
(catechetics) with sciences of psychology and pedagogy, whose work methods are truly
helpful to catechesis, their inculturation being necessary. in the penultimate sub-chapter we
carried out an analysis regarding the catechization of teenagers, and lastly (sub-chapter 15) we
presented several moral expectations and distinctions regarding the catechist and the teacher
of Religion.

In turn, the third chapter is completely dedicated to the catechesis in the Roman-
Catholic Church in Romania and is structured into eleven sub-chapters. In the first part we
shall review several historical elements of the Roman-Catholic catechetical tradition in the

Romanian space, especially in the region of Moldova. At the same time, we shall identity
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certain very old Catholic writings or works in “our region”, which prove us without
uncertainty the presence of the Catholic Church in these lands. Moreover, we shall not move
forward without also recalling a series of figures of mark, servants and missionaries,
messengers of the Holy See, who preached about God Christ, according to the teachings of
Rome.

On the other hand, one cannot speak about the Catholic mission and catechetical
tradition in the Romanian Roman-Catholic Church without contextualizing, without
classifying from the point of view of time and history the presence of this Church in the
Romanian space. With this idea in mind, we reaffirm what history tells us, namely that the
beginnings of “Western” Christianity on the Carpathian-Danube-Pontic territory become
more clear, as it was natural, after the “so-called great schism” in 1054. Moreover, and very
likely, there were amongst us Christian who, at least from the point of view of the roots of the
ancestry line, were closer to Rome, which naturally forced them to maintain in the future
religious distinctions — especially liturgical and dogmatic ones between the Byzantium and
the Occident, which had started to take shape even from the 6™ century.

Furthermore, we shall move forward to the history topic in the actuality of the
concrete missionary — the “rightful” place of catechesis, highlighting its educational ideal and
the objectives that it (catechesis) takes into consideration (sub-chapters 3-7). Equally, we do
not wish to overlook another important component of the Catholic mission, represented by the
virtual field of the Internet, with the help of which the Vatican has developed and supported
part of its missionary and catechesis work globally. Thus, we proceeded to an analysis of
certain documents, directives and regulations of a catechetical nature that are displayed on the
Vatican website (sub-chapter 7). It must be mentioned that this website (Vatican.va) is a very
established one and very complex at the same time, with an editing in several foreign
languages, including Chinese and Arabic. Moreover, the website covers all fields of theology
and describes in detail the activity of the popes, starting with the 2" Vatican Council and up
to the daily activity of the current “Holy Father’ - Pope Francisc (Jorge Mario Bergoglio,
born in Buenos Aires in 1936). At the same time, we shall find here information about the
Church Magisterium, about Pontifical commissions, on field of theology, component, themes,
works analysed or drafted and so on.

In the last part of the thesis, we shall focus our attention towards certain practical
Catholic elements of the parish catechesis, highlighting certain catechetical projects, strategies
and programs used by the Catholic “ neighbours” which can certainly be borrowed by us,

Orthodox catechists. In the middle, between parish and strategy, there is a binder for the “field
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systematization”, namely the Catholic school, which cannot be absent from the equation,
constituting a very important element and absolutely necessary in the catechization mission.
The existence of schools (Catholic and Orthodox) “on the thresholds of churches and the
monastery hearth and home” becomes representative both from a doctrine-pastoral point of
view and from the point of view of referring to the historicity of the Church, due to which
school offer a more sound or more credible basis of historical data (as an origin of the data),
and secondly — because schools were and are systems of reference over time and express, in
addition, the connection “for ages” between School and Church and of both of them with the
State. Thus, in the Romanian space, until the reform of Cuza, when we shall refer to school,
each time, it shall be implicitly connected to the Church as well; hence, a beautiful and close
connection between catechesis-Church-school.

Before concluding the foreword, although, it may not be the right place for such a
statement, we wish, however, to kindly thank Father Professor Coordinator Vasile Gordon,
for his fatherly and didactic help and guindance throughout these study years, namely 2005
when | was in Bucharest, until the present moment — father and professor that many times |
had felt to be like a father. We thank him for his kindness and patience (through which |
remained loyal to practical theology and his courses), for his prayers, for his good advice
when needed and we ask God to keep him healthy.

We nurture the hope that this thesis would be useful for the reader, if not in the depth
of the holiness of faith, at least regarding the methods, which methods (some of them) even if
taken from our Catholic “brothers”, does not mean they are not useful for us as well,
Orthodox catechists to-come. Our better tying to Orthodox dogmas, shall remain even more
Orthodox after the use of a good catechetical strategy, be it Catholic, as is our case.

As a conclusion: catechesis in the Orthodox Church and the Roman-

Catholic Church in Romania. Brief Comparative Assessment

In this thesis we have endeavoured to achieve a brief analysis of what catechesis
represents in the present time in the Romanian Orthodox Church as well as in the Romanian
Roman-Catholic Church, having as help a double system of reference - on the one hand, the
sacred teaching of Orthodoxy and laic psychopedagogy, and one the other hand, the

evangelizing work through catechesis of our Roman-Catholic “brothers”. As we have asserted

14



at one point, without a catechetical basis, Moral and spirituality somewhat shatter, the root of
the “hearing” of Christ is lost. It is difficult or even impossible, as a simple Christian, to reach
a high moral ground, living in the society — especially, but not keeping in mind even the
simplest Christian teachings. As you have nothing to lead you; if you do not know the name
of the path, how will you walk on it?

The features and characteristic of Catholic catechesis, as well as various catechetical
documents, programs — analysed in this thesis, are a description but also a testimony at the
same time about the view and means with which the Roman-Catholic Church understands to
complete the mission received from Christ the Saviour, that of teaching His Christians about
Who and how is God; about “what the Truth is” and what the position of man before the
divine mystery, as personal being in its earthly existential condition, is.

Putting aside part of the scrupulosities and dogmatic animosities between the two
“sister” Churches, it is clear that announcing the coming of Christ the Saviour would be more
destitute in the world without the Catholicity of the Vatican. Therefore, we consider that it is
correct, kind and wise to not put aside the good things that could “happen” even where all are
not good, kind and wise, due to the fault of human weakness. The principle of the bee of Saint
Basil is as eloquent as possible and forever valid. Thus, this is the real and objective context
that characterises the relationships themselves between Orthodoxy and Catholicism. Although
us (Orhodox) remained more loyal to the Fathers, to the philocalic and paterical spirit, it does
not in the least mean seclusion into self-sufficiency and lack of dialogue, even ecumenical
one. However, the issue is of the sincerity of this dialogue, unfortunately with several
negative examples. The beautiful, common part of this religious dialogue is constituted
especially at the level of method, aspect outside the dogmas and paradoxically, a bridge at the
same time. As a matter of fact, this is also the case of the connections between Orthodox and
Catholic catecheses, where these connections are founded on method, projects and strategies,
and not on the content.

Although they cannot make a claim as a fully successful model or rule, the catechetical
methods and strategies in the Roman-Catholic Church can be taken over and implemented in
the Orthodox space, as an alternative to what we are missing, but should have been existing
for a long time.

In Romania, the attendance in the nowadays church is quite small in certain parts of
the country, both in Catholics and Orthodox, but superior to the Catholic Occident. However,

! Someone said an intriguing fact — “how can the Orthodox and Catholic Churches be called “sisters”, only if we
think of the unification and Bukov’s destructions of churches and monasteries”?!
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even in the given situation, “the movement and inspiration” imprinted in Christian Catholic
adults, youngsters and children through the missionary and catechetical zeal do not remain in
vain, unheard. Thus, a more dense attendance in the place of worship is concluded, which in
the absence of such catechetical endeavours, would prove to be more precarious than in the
present moment.

On the other hand, there are certain opinions of Orthodox fathers who insist on the
method of catechesis as one that must be expressed through practical example, after the model
of the Paterikon, and, which has too much consonance with the Western classical,
catechetical, didactic-pedagogic methods, considered to be too scholastic or abstract. Perhaps
there is also a truth in this, but not a complete one. The duty to teach must be carried out
either by facts, or by words, even if the latter often “flies.” And based on the principle of
prayer, where there is no quantity, you cannot reach quality.

In our opinion, the Catholic Ecclesia is characterised by a superficiality at the level of
dognatic and liturgical perception, as it left behind the profound and spiritual logic of the
Fathers of the Church. Ascetism and mysticism were not anchored into the view of authentic
Patristics, a point from which one can easily slip into an adaptation of religion towards man
and not the other way around, as it would be fair. Thus, the catechetical act and catechesis
itself cannot adjust this background to a content, as much as it tried.

There are also situations where the catechetical method itself does not shine. We give
as an example the excessive separation of groups in the celebration of the Holy Liturgy —
when the Holy Liturgy is celebrated only for physicians in the parish; this does not “feel” fair,
it can be perceived as discriminatory and, certainly, shall attract the disapproval of the other
Christians. Or, the Kingdom of God does not have a special place only for physicians...

Based on the adjustment to modernity or the evolution of times, Catholics have
alienated from the Orthodox traditional Liturgical Practice, that they erroneously considered
to be outdated, going to the reduction or removal of certain individual and common prayers,
of the seven Praises and so on, the aspect constituting a visible effect of the alienation from
the authentic teaching and tradition of the Holy Fathers as well as of the decisions of the
Ecumenical Synods. For this purpose, we conclusively state, one more time, that pastoral
success is owed more or less to both methods used “at the right time and place” and the
theological content of the catechesis, dogmatic, liturgical, biblical, patristic, moral, and so on
content, which in this case, must be more loyal, authentic and cleaner (in the right faith).

From this point of view, what remains as a good example to be followed by us Christians,
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from them, is the missionary zeal carried out by means of catechesis as well as catechetical
methods, strategies and projects viable in the parish.

From an Orthodox point of view, the spiritual undertaking of the person looking for
God is carried out in stages, based on the word of Saint Apostle Paul. Firstly, opening the
doors of our hearts before the divine mystery is necessary — namely kerygma, then the
incorporation into the one, holy and apostolic Church - elementary moment of catechesis
and then, the above inpour of the grace of God in our lives through the holy works of the
Church (Holy Liturgy, Holy Sacraments, religious services, prayer practices, the seven
Praises, etc.) — this latter work being supported at the fundamental level by the permanent
(profound) catechesis and homilies, as strength and help (at the level of method, theory and
even praxis) towards the perfection of moral powers existing in us. Although this last part of
personal perfection represents a spiritual work tied more to the inner side, it reflects, at the
same time, onto our exterior actions. In this context, we shall inevitably get to be brought
before the world in order to externalize our creed, in order to testify about Christ and in order
to recognize Him as the rightful Creator and Providence of us and the world, moment when
we shall become ourselves a living, embodied catechesis. The light, regardless of how small,
shall glow for everyone around it. And, with this idea in mind, the Church calls upon us to be
present, through our service, in the sacred space of the laic or clerical apostolate. Catechesis
(permanent) does nothing else than to guide our steps, to bright our path in this apostolate.

Other positive aspects to value of the Catholic catechesis from an Orthodox

standpoint:

- drafting of several editions of Catechism, in various forms, more complete
or attractive; see editionn Youcat of Iasi in 2012 re-structured especially
for youngsters. Apart from the use more or less real, a psychological impact
of habit (positive) regarding catechectical notions, namely the need for
catechesis, shall be created:;

- the highlighting of an ecumenical dimension — the global nature that the
See of Rome has determines sustained catechetical concerns, through the
contact with pagans or atheists; we (Orthodox), at least prior to joining the
European Union, contended ourselves only to the local level, where, for

better or for worse, we were all baptised; thus, both the initiation and the
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standpoint:

permanent catechesis into perfection, was lacking quite much; the fault
belongs to us all, both priests and bishops;

multiculturalism — is connected to the previous point and entails the
adjustment of the message of the catechesis to the diversity of cultures,
hence the need for their inculturation or baptising. On a catechetical plan,
multiculturalism generally represents a positive factor generating sustained
attention;

the inculturation of the contents, methods and means of sciences adjacent
to catechesis, namely psychology, pedagogy, sociology of masses,
communication sciences; this is also found in the Orthodox;

the imperious nature of catechesis, not only optional, as in the Orthodox;
this obligation was relatively “favoured” by the more relaxed program, in
comparison with us - the Liturgy is one hour, without celebrating other
services. From the point of view of attracting attention it has a
psychological advantage, but is erroneous from the point of view of leaving
behind services (liturgically and sacramentally). When it comes to this
point, as the Christian Moral states, no one has the right to start from the
premise that one can commit a “smaller” mischief, so that a good thing can
come from it; in this case, to leave/shorten the service in order to carry out
a catechesis, as this cannot replace the cult;

the explanation and update of certain terms and older notions, still very
“normal and valid” nowadays (e.g.: kerygma, catechumenate, baptistery,
neophyte, etc.);

the firm anchorage of the catechesis in the Catholic Church Tradition,
based on the Magisterium, encyclics, etc.;

paying an increased attention regarding current challenges of society;
creating catecheses for and by means of church music;

insistence on catechetical programs for adults and youngsters, and so on.

Drawbacks of the Catholic catechesis presented from an Orthodox

Until the age of 7, catechesis replaces impartation, which is a very serious

thing, from both a pastoral point of view and from the point of view of
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spiritual benefit; but, the emphasis on the sacramental nature of the first
communion represents a fundamental key in offering the answer to the
question of why, we, the Orthodox, have “weakened” catechetical
activities, (for a period) at the expense of the homilies and of the sermon
and Catholics have not? Why do we assert this? Due to the fact that
Catholic priests need to or must carry out the catechesis for the solemn

communion or the first communion. In this manner, this practice (of the

catechesis) was kept alive, due to a liturgical and sacramental need with a

mandatory nature: who does not participate in these preparatory catecheses

cannot receive the communion nor be oiled. And, obviously, apart from the
children, adults shall also benefiting from this, even if “in passing”.
However, we the Orthodox, do not have such a reason, becoming sort of
indifferent, either on the background that all Christians were already
baptised, or due to the convenience argued or not of Communist
oppressions;

Orthodox catechesis analyses more deeply the “possibilities” of theology
(philocalic and patristic), aspect contrary to the relaxing (general) attitude
of Catholics, who try to compensate the content through additional
elements of pedagogy, psychology, communication sciences or sociology
of masses that would attract. These auxiliary sciences are good and useful
for each spealer, but provided that these do not replace a weaker content.
However, this difference is perceived by us, at a “somewhat” academic
level, after a longer study of the subject. For the common Christian, these
insertions could be too much or not at all noticeable, as there are no
terms/items adequate for comparison and nor viable, appropriate reference
systems;

The absence of direct knowledge — from a dogmatic perspective, if the
divine grace is created, as the Catholic dogma sustains, then, the knowing
God cannot be but direct, as it is connected to what is created, namely what
is direct. The dogma of uncreated Godly energies and, implicitly, of the
uncreated grace, coming from these energies (specific to Orthodoxy),
makes the existence of direct knowledge possible, the highest form of
knowing God, as Patriarch Calist (T 1363) proves — contemporary of Saint

Gregory of Palamas;
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- The manifestation of a mischievous, despicable hold-back, towards
catechetical works of great value in the Orthodox space, hence their non-

quotation. Objectivity is lacking. Is is knowingly?!

*********

I have spoken in this thesis about catechesis and the evangelization mission of the
Orthodox Church and of the Roman-Catholic one as fundamental pastoral concerns of these
towards their sons, already Christians, as well as to those becoming ones. Certainly, to a
smaller (or greater) extent, this shepherding shall also depend on the mastery and expertise,
not as much scientific, but especially spiritual — of the catechist, the preacher or of the
shepherd of souls. But, essentially, the Spirit of God shall change hardened hearts... And us,
must become worthy workers, not lazy, in the field of the salvation of our and our brothers’

souls, asking God for this... from our Orthodox hearts...

The content of the message of the catechesis in the Church, not “outside” it,
incorporates this absolute value: God is what He is. Let’s take into account this wonderful fact

that we hand into existence by this supreme and eternal value of the One who is.
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