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SUMMARY 

In the introduction of the thesis, I have presented elements related to the motivation, 

the importance and the topicality of the theme. In the contemporary society, where the mass 

media, the Internet and the most diverse social networks play an important role in influencing 

the people's behavior and in forming opinions, the homily can no longer be just a simple set 

of teachings spoken during the service of the Holy Mass. The homily must be built with great 

responsibility, must be able to meet the aspirations and spiritual problems of the faithful and, 

also, be matched by the powerful personality of the preacher. The preacher must assume the 

responsibility for truly understanding what the purpose of the sermon is. The vast majority 

of believers need a word of consolation for the problems, a strengthening in the spiritual and 

worldly temptations they face daily, a secure motivating of themselves in order to change 

their lives to virtue, an increasing in their efforts to advance in communion with the Good 

God and other people. Of course, all these things do not presuppose the downplaying of the 

homiletic discourse, but merely its adaptation to the needs of those to whom it addresses. 

Empathy, humility and patience are just some of the virtues that help the preacher to fit his 

word. In the same vein, the duration of the act of preaching has a determining role in the 

success of a pulpit speech. Long sermons, for the most part, tend to lose the listener's attention 

at one point, and short ones may be insufficient to reach their goal. 

The state of research. It should be noted that the Romanian homiletic theology „enjoys” 

merely succinct presentations of this subject, which do not exceed 20 pages. Most of this 

bibliography dates from the first and second third of the twentieth century and consists in a 

series of studies in Church theological journals; there are also some treatises or works from 

Catholic and Protestant churches. In this regard, I consider justified the decision to try to outline 

a profile of the Orthodox preacher, consisting in the critical perception of the information left 

by the Holy Fathers and the personal example of brilliant preachers. That is why I am using the 

analysis of the life and activity of a bunch of renowned preachers that will serve as a guide and 

reference in our research. I note from the beginning that, given the complexity and depth of the 

themes contained in this work, I consider a real advantage the frequent recourse to Patristic and 

Philokalic writings, which will strengthen and support our premises. 

The present paper deals with the analysis of the intellectual-Christian and spiritual 

profile of the Orthodox preacher. The paper highlights the essential qualities that help the 

Orthodox preacher to achieve the purpose of his or her speeches. The analysis is structured 
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on three levels: examples of consecrated preachers in the history of the Church, the 

intellectual and the spiritual profile. 

 

I. 

Thus, in the first part, I considered it useful to accomplish a brief selective 

presentation of „successful” preachers. It is unambiguous that this intention could not have 

been accomplished without starting from the One who was the most important preacher of 

all ages: our Savior Jesus Christ, who is, from the beginning of the Christian Church, the 

perfect model for His servants. Thus, the Holy Apostles and the Holy Fathers who have 

followed Him have developed their personality through His imitation, but especially through 

the grace received from Him in order to strengthen them. The conclusion is that in his mission 

of preaching the divine truth the servant of the pulpit cannot bring true and steady deliveries 

without the Savior Christ, which is why all his homiletic effort must start from Him. 

We appreciated that it is relevant and sufficiently illustrative in order to support our 

research to incorporate it into the corpus of the work also the example of St. John the Baptist, 

a preacher with a special personality, a very good example for the today's preacher. I have 

highlighted the features that place the Lord's Forerunner as a „model of Christian living 

before Christianity”, among them: the courage of preaching, humility and love. Then, I 

presented some of the most prolific themes used by the Holy Prophet, but also a series of 

„homiletic methods” through which he exposed his speech. 

Next, I included a selective presentation of representative models in the history of the 

patristic and post-patristic preaching, but also in the homiletical history of the Romanian 

Orthodox Church, taking into account both preachers who were consecrated by the grace of 

the priesthood, but also those who had brought substantial contribution to the development of 

the Romanian homiletic treasure. 

Thus, our selection included St. John Chrysostom, Blessed Augustine and St. Gregory 

Palamas. I underline here that the homiletic personality of St. John Chrysostom ideally 

embodied the qualities that any preacher should possess: a thorough intellectual-Christian 

training, a zealous love for God and for the other people and a holy zeal for the service of the 

divine word. Blessed Augustine is a model of Christian oratory from two perspectives: his 

intellectual profile, which he outlined through long study and his God-loving life, which he 

had after the time of his conversion. I also believe that the intellectual and especially spiritual 

profile of St. Hierarch Gregory Palamas is a worthy model to follow by the contemporary 

preachers. The balance he took in consideration in terms of the intellectual-profane side and 
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his spiritual life proves to be a key element to be considered in the path to the accomplishment 

of the purpose of the sermon: the appropriation of faith, the movement of the heart, the 

constraint of the will. 

We found it worthwhile and helpful to highlight here some homiletic personalities: 

among them the worthy Bartolomeu Anania and Father Constantin Galeriu. The first one, who 

has reached an unanimously admired oratorical peak, was one of the most outstanding 

preachers that the Romanian Orthodox Church has in its treasury. His vast culture, the basic 

features of its homiletic style, including the opening to the social, the good interpretation of 

Orthodox spirituality in the contemporary world, the knowledge of Romanian and universal 

literature, or the love of the country, recommend it as one of the examples from the high class 

Romanian preachers of the last decades. The personality of Father Constantin Galeriu remains 

present in our consciousness given his very special qualities: a priest of vocation, a good 

acquaintance of the Holy Scripture and of the patristic writings, an authentic theologian, a 

traditionalist Orthodox by the nature of his nature, with great openness to the laymen, modest 

and indulgent with others, but demanding with himself, full of solicitude for the needs of others. 

Among the most important servants of the Romanian pulpit I chose two very important 

personalities: Professor Teodor M. Popescu and painter Olga Greceanu. Even though he was 

not ordained, Teodor M. Popescu's life, perhaps, by virtue and zeal even surpassed some of his 

sacred confederates. The importance he attaches to the thorough intellectual-Christian training 

and the special attention to the cultivation of an active and profound spiritual life promote him 

as an outstanding model among the most renowned of the Romanian Christian Omiletics. 

Furthermore, his fruitful activity, both on the artistic and the theological side, recommends 

Mrs. Olga Greceanu as an unmistakable source of inspiration in the service and witnessing of 

God. Of course, the selection present in the work is subjective, given that there are some 

specific elements that have accompanied the lives and work of the presented people, virtues 

and aptitudes that have come to support our reasoning. 

 

II. 

The second part of the thesis develops some of the most important intellectual-Christian 

traits of the preacher, more precisely the native elements and the tools for their preservation 

and cultivation. Thus, I started from the presentation of the importance of family education in 

the further development of the future preacher. I have also treated the role of studies in 

institutionalized education. I have also insisted on the fact that individual study is an imperative 

in the continuous preparation of the preacher, and thus permanent reading is one of the frequent 
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occupations that any theologian must follow, but especially the one who serves the Christian 

pulpit. In this sense, he is called to enlighten himself in order to illuminate others. Next, I have 

illustrated how important the preacher's native skills are and how he can cultivate, for example, 

intelligence, pointing out that it is not an asset the preacher must manifest or cultivate in order 

to model the pedestal of his own ephemeral worldly prestige. Finally, within the same section, 

I analyzed the imagination of the preacher, regarded as the foundation of originality, I 

attempted to demonstrate the role of the cultivation of language and the formation of the ability 

to speak publicly in order to reach homiletic success, but also the preacher's memory, the key 

to a thorough exposition. The latter will influence positively the preaching every time because 

it will greatly improve the cursivity and the ease of pursuit of the speech. Likewise, faithful 

memory will help the preacher get out of confusion in more delicate situations, by succeeding 

in creating short intelligent points at the level of audience. 

 

III. 

The third part deals with the moral-spiritual characteristics of the preacher. Among 

these, I first mention faith as the most important virtue, without which the ministry of Christ 

cannot be possible, as it supports the foundation of the homiletic act and its receptivity by 

believers. Cultivating hope from the earliest period of spiritual life will provide the Orthodox 

preacher with a spiritually harmonious and spiritual development, which will be defining both 

for his later inner life and for his mission. Also, love makes the servant of the pulpit powerful 

and untouchable in temptations and gives him the power to feel the help of Savior Christ and 

witness Him to the people. I have further emphasized that the Orthodox preacher must first be 

a man of prayer in order to succeed in his mission. The work of unceasing prayer comes first 

and foremost from the hot and pure love for God, which will help his soul, thus succeeding to 

be an example of virtue to its hearers. 

 

In the continuation of this last part of the work, I presented a series of virtues and 

occupations which relate to the personal relationship between the preacher and other people 

and with oneself: empathy, patience, humility, discretion and gentleness, joy and peace, 

holiness of life and moral importance of personal example, confession, silence, loneliness and 

spiritual meditation. The Orthodox preacher must manifest empathy by directing his thoughts 

to believers rather than himself, and so his homiletic act must reflect their difficulties and 

aspirations, not his ambitions and personal questions, or scholar philosophies, meant only to 

highlight his intellectual abilities. Being conscious of the fact that the one who actually works 
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through himself is God, the Orthodox preacher will do his best to lead a holy life and will 

earnestly fulfill his preaching work, waiting with blessed patience for his own words to take 

fruit in the souls of the believers to whom he speaks. The humility is unequivocally one of the 

virtues the Christian-Orthodox preacher must possess, being one of the attributes of his spiritual 

profile that helps him to step on the path of perfection and spiritual growth. Also, the servant 

of the pulpit must be a man who cultivates his inner peace and able to share it with others. 

Nonetheless, I have shown that the positive example convinces more than the word, in the same 

way that the negative example contradicts. Any gesture, word or deed of the orator must bear 

the seal of morality. 

We have also considered appropriate to illustrate here four other factors that can 

influence the spiritual augmentation of the preacher, namely: the preacher's family, spiritual 

reading, pilgrimages and spiritual hymns. 

 

In conclusion, I have tried to show that the synergy between the intellectual and the 

spiritual profile of the Orthodox preacher is the foundation of success in sermon. I also believe 

that much has been spoken of the content, language or style of preaching as factors of the 

success of the sermon, but almost none about the spiritual personality of the preacher as an 

essential factor in this success. The „premiere” in Romanian Omiletics is precisely the fact that 

it is the first time I treat this topic at the level of a doctoral thesis. The pastoral (clerical) 

experience of the pulpit being limited, I could not treat the subject except in a rough form, 

somewhat didactic in some ways, but correct from a methodological, dogmatic and spiritual 

point of view. I have tried to suppress these limitations by abundantly recourse to the Patristic 

and Philokalic writings that have come to certify the truth of those presented in this thesis. 
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