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The theme of my research is the clarification of the status of alterity in contemporary
philosophy, especially in Husserlian phenomenology, where it is condemned to a secondary
being, as a result of the constitutive activity of the transcendental subject. This will prove not
only the possibility of an ethical relationship with it but also the revelation of another type of
sensitivity that accompanies it.

I will try to show how the possibility of pursuing this logic of a different subject is sustainable
only through the hermeneutics of the Levinassian texts in which, as we will see, subtle
phenomenological games come to the surface.

The attempt to clarify the type of sensitivity that the other subject involves starts with

questioning its phenomenological source. Our work will be divided into two major parts, in the
first part we will try to clarify the essential aspects of Husserlian thinking which later will led to
overcoming of phenomenology towards an ethics of subjectivity. Thus, the first chapter of our
paper will be devoted to the research of the phenomenological sources of the Levinassian
thought, followed by a reconstruction of the Husserline phenomenology in a Levinasian key.
The reconstruction of this reading will assess the phenomenological sensitivity as phasing,
diachronicity, alterity, clues by which sensitivity is described and which will constitute its
phenomenon. Behind these clues, we guess the presence of sensitivity. The "emergence"” of
sensitivity will not prove its origin as the result of a meaning-making, as we will detail in the
chapters related to this subject.

Even if we are talking about the phenomenon of sensitivity, it does not appear as an
event resulting from the attribution of a meaning. Paradoxically, its phenomenological specificity
will be precisely in its non-constitutional status. From this non-constituted position, sensibility
will then weave its own phenomenalization. It appears as an alterity that invades the Same.

Thus, a new ontological perspective of the transcendental is outlined, in which being is no longer
just correlative to thought, but is already founding the very thought.

This distinct concept of transcendental originally appears in the interpretations Levinas made to
the concept of sensitive experience in Husserl’s work. Although in Kant, the transcendental

refers to the conditions of possibility of knowledge that escape any form of experience being



what makes the experience possible, Husserl appears to have developed a transcendental
experience that ultimately legitimizes knowledge. One of the issues that arise here is given by
maintaining a

meaning of being that can be given to transcendence, while maintaining the phenomenological
epoche. But for Levinas, the subject is no longer a pure subject at this stage. About this mutual
conditioning between constituted and constituent of the transcendental, starting from the
Husserlian sensitive experience, several theses in Totalité et Infini have developed. As we will
see, this is the case of sensitive experience, because this is the land where the ambiguity of the
constitution appears, where the husserlian noema condition the noeza that it constitutes. It is thus
at Levinas to think radically of the existence of a subject on its own, taking into account the idea
of responsibility that will then open to a phenomenology of language.

Thus, what Levinas proposes, the thought of a radical alterity that transcends any
identification report, requires as a general condition a radical re-thinking of subjectivity. The
Levinasian ego will appear defined by self-constitution of its identity, and its own subjectivity
will be found in this infinite idea. We will show how this double report, as the production of the
infinite from the ego and as the founding of the ego in the infinite idea, demands, in our own
work, an exodus of itself, an overcoming of subjectivity. We will then detail what appears to us
to be the key to the ontological dimension of Levinassian phenomenology: alterity is only
possible starting with the self because it is only because of it that the event of being can take
place. What makes it possible to relate to the Other is the essential idea that subjectivity will
remain separate. A separate subjectivity implies that it is no longer universal. A universal
character would mean that it would no longer be an individuality, which would make it
impossible to relate to alterity. Just thinking in terms of separation, subjectivity makes
transcendence possible. These are just a few of the theses that we will develop in the first part of
our work, ultimately advancing to the analysis of the fundamental emotional mood for Levinas,
which is the juisance, characterized by a transcendental status as it is shown, in a constitutive
manner in the constituent itself. Juisance will allow precisely this transcendental to expand upon
the plan of the sensible. In this sense, as we shall see in the second part of our work, the
exteriority of the body is not constituted, but assumed, this signifying the inscription of the

transcendental Levinasian into the bodily being.



The relationship with the transcendental in this sense will have a temporal meaning.
This specific temporal sense will arise when we contrast, as we will see in the chapter dedicated
to this subject, the intentionality of representation and the intentionality specific to this juisance.
As reading the Levinasian ethics in the key of a new sensibility, | wanted, first of all, to resist
this thinking of its phenomenological ties. As different as the Husserlian phenomenology is
sometimes, Levinas's philosophy remains a constant exercise of dialogue with Edmund Husserl's
thinking and post-husserline philosophies. It is precisely in the complexity of this dialogue that
Levinas' phenomenology is formed.

Through the intermediation of other concepts of phenomenological sensitivity (proto-
impression in the formation of immanent time or Kinestheses in the constitution of space),
Levinas allows the creation of a sense other than that which the Same gives to the Other. The
structure of The other-in-The Same describes the way in which sensibility is phenomenalizing.

The logic of this other concept of sensibility is to show, as we have seen in Husserl,
that the Other becomes a possibility to create the same. This phenomenalization is present in
concepts such as alterity, sensitivity or diachronicity. But those at Husserl are no longer clues to
an ethics. As we have already analyzed, for Husserl, they are the index of a phenomenological
alterity whose specificity is directed towards the analyzes of passivity of consciousness.

It is precisely this passivity that appears as the meeting point of intentional and hyletic
moment. At this point, sensitivity seems compromised to the work of constitution, as having a
destiny that does not belong to it. But precisely by conceiving sensitivity as an asymmetry,
Levinas proves the ethical dimension. The other is one of the ways, perhaps the most important,
through which, in this logic of sensibility, a sense of meaning can be formed.

Trying to remain faithful to this first non-apolitical intention of our thesis, we have
tried to capitalize on Levinasian comments and the hermeneutical meanings Levinas has on
Husserl's work. Of these, the leading thread of our thesis was precisely the notion of sensitivity
with whom Levinas went much further than the Husserlian developments. A first moment of this
process is visible in the analysis of juisance, a type of consumer sensitivity that is producing my
economic world, my world of possessions. These possessions that describe my economic world
are questioned by the other, hence the birth of ethics. If the sensitivity seen as juisance is the one
that produces my own possessions and if the other is the one that questions them, then | see the

limits of my own sensitivity.



This exposure to the Other reveals a sensitivity that is revealed from the beginning as
being invested by the Other. This is about a sensitivity whose origin lies in establishing contact
with the Other. The paroxysm of this etical process will lead to the onset of another type of
sensibility, which is no longer a prisoner of the noetic-noematic structure. This etique of
sensitivity will lead to the creation of a new meaning, culminating with the onset of otherness.

The last considerations about Levinas' phenomenology have given us the opportunity to
analyze the ethical openness that every physical experience of incarnate subjectivity carries in
itself. We have tried in our work to follow, in terms of corporality, the same triad that
phenomenology itself has experienced, from the transcendental approach of phenomena to the
ontological and then ethical one.
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