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Historical research concerning Baia Mare was mainly focused on the role of the city in
mining and coinage. The industry of craftsmanship, the rich economic life remained almost
unnoticed until today. Lajos Sz&deczky’s study, published in 1889 having an informative
character, is probably the only work focused on a wider description of the history of
craftsmanship in Baia Mare. Later, historians have taken this synthetic approach, without
examining trades and guilds or specific groups of craftsmen. Detailed analyses, based on the
documents, have appeared only on painters, masons and carpenters (Karoly Szasz),
respectively on goldsmith of the town (Béla Balogh and Kalman Oszoczki). The main goal of
our doctoral dissertation is to present the butchers' guild of Baia Mare in its historical
evolution from the 16™ century until 1872, focusing on other workers’ activities in the meat
industry both within the guild and outside it. Within my theses | investigated the local
characteristics the guild of butchers exhibited and their activities within the town related to
the political, economic, social and religious realities in Baia Mare. As historical sources
studied in the paper enable a more accurate field in this industry than ever before and closely
related to the human needs and economic resources of the city, approaching this topic
extended to the meat consumption habits, namely the question as how did local officials
provided adequate supply to the population both in terms of quantity and quality. The case
studies presented in this paper, supplemented by the information obtained based on the tables
and diagrams presented in the enclosure of this paper, in addition to narrative analysis,
implied a thorough research of the documents for a more comprehensive understanding of the
civil society of that period.

Chronological limits of the work include the period between the early sixteenth
century and 1872. The latter date is explained by its importance in public history: as a
consequence the article VIII, paragraph 83 adopted in 1872, the butchers' guild in Baia Mare
ceased to exist being transformed into an industrial association. The former date is due to the
fact that written sources on butchers are kept starting with that time. Researching the subject
was largely hampered by the lack of preliminary studies: very few are those papers which
make a notable contribution on butchers, but also the city administration in Baia Mare.
Therefore, our analysis is based primarily on unpublished archival documents, the vast
majority of them are kept in the Romanian National Archives, Maramures County
Department. In terms of the proposed topic, relevant data are stored in the following
archivistical funds:

e The Fund Butchers’ guild in Baia Mare — contains a copy of the translation in

Hungarian for the arrangement concluded between the butchers’ guilds and the
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furriers’ guild in 1547 in selling and buying sheepskin; the original and the uncertified
copy of the butchers’ guild statute in 1652; five journals of the guild from the period
1760-1856 and two economic reports of the butchers’ association from 1875 and
1884. The guild's records written in Hungarian, Latin and German contain information
on members and leaders of the guild, when craftsmen were accepted within the guild,
when apprentices are accepted and released from the guild, when journeymen were
hired, of revenues and expenditures of the guild, of the problems debated at the guild’s
meetings, on the correspondence between the butchers’ guild and the town’s
magistrate.

The Fund City Hall of Baia Mare — from this Fund | have studied the following
materials:

1. Privilegial documents (town’s privileges and diplomas issued by Vladislav Il
for the butchers of Baia Mare during 1506-1507);

2. The magistrate report (written in Latin, Hungarian and German language on
administrative and political affairs of the town, with rich and complex
information on the butchers of Baia Mare and their craft); there were kept ten
records during 1560 and 1771 (under inventory no. 283). The protocols during
1781 and 1872 are also contemporary records and registers (Inventory no. 34).

3. Public evidences (contain data on the population’s habits on meat
consumption, on special persons, the role and social duties of butchers in Baia
Mare, their behavior in the public-community framework); these records are
kept for 1599-1648 within the series Political Documents, for 1649-1786
within the series Administrative documents, and those after 1786 are registered
among registers under inventory no. 34.

4. Tax assessment document (data on particular persons, addresses and economic
position); documents for the period during 1602 and 1648 are to be found in
the series Political documents, and those for the period during 1649 and 1751
in the series Administrative documents, and those after 1751 are kept under
inventory no. 283.

Confessional registry books (data on the confessional affiliation of the butchers, their
date of birth and death and family relations etc.); the registry books of the Roman-
Catholic Church are kept as from 1691, and those of the Reformed Church as from
1706, and those of the Evangelical Church as from 1786.



e Register with inhabitants that have the right to citizenship (registers elaborated as
from 1782, with information on the confessional affiliation and the origin of the
butchers).

The research framework was limited by the fragmentary nature of the documents of the guild.
The incomplete and partial information offered by the special literature were amended by the
archival data with different content on the social and economic life in Baia Mare. For relevant
conclusions, raw data from archival sources about the guild were corroborated when possible,
with other sources and were later confirmed. For the reasons described above, research has
focused primarily on local characteristics of the guild of butchers and other meat workers
occupations in working up, comparing the results with data from other cities. In our
dissertation we relied on both quantitative and qualitative methods. For a more accurate
identification of all persons working in the meat industry in Baia Mare, | picked and I
processed in an almost exhaustively way, all data on butchers. Given the large number of
persons concerned, it was necessary to make a table of records containing prosopographic
charts of butchers: craftsmen’ name, date of birth and death, years of work, place of residence,
place of origin, religious affiliation, family relationships, positions held in the city council.
General portraits obtained this way were described in the chapters of this disseration.
Whenever it was possible, the analysis was amended with case studies.

Focusing on the proposed research, we did not aim at presenting research results in
Central and Eastern Europe, similarities with guilds in other cities in Transylvania being used
to replenish information shortages. Poor representation in our historiography of the problem
was a serious obstacle during the investigation and that we tried to overcome, in part, by
expanding the documents. Therewith, a comparative approach would have indicate a longer
work and difficult task that would exceed the time limits imposed by this paper - however, a
comparative description of the history of butchers in Baia Mare with that in other cities would
bring results only if our knowledge on guilds would be based on extensive research validated
through clear methods and techniques and applicable to all cities in Transylvania (see also the
research led by the professor that coordinates this thesis, Mrs. RUSZ-Fogarasi Eniké PhD).
Therefore, we consider it necessary, even assuming the epithet "positivist” for effort, to focus
on presenting only those issues that can be studied directly on the existing documents in the
archives of the city. By processing the rich archival material, we tried to fit the craftsmen and
their occupations in Baia Mare into the local, administrative and social history and explore
every possible aspect that seemed affordable in terms of sources. As historiography of the

problem is poor both in terms of quantity papers and results provided by them, through data
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that often are contradictory, we tried to follow the organization of local government: who
ruled the city and by what means, what tasks did the municipality fulfilled and by which
departments, how did the authority control develop in the affairs of the guild and by what
means. For a detailed understanding of all these questions, I widely examined the report of the
municipal administration and the guild of butchers. Since the craftsmen of the guild were
above all citizens of the town, they contributed to achieve a series of tasks and occupations for
the mutual benefit. Besides paying taxes and complying with the laws they were obliged to
get involved in city administration, reaching some of them, the level of management. The first
man of the city was the judge, who was in the same time the chairman of the internal council
composed of twelve jurors. The first two of these members had served as consul jurors, with
the right to replace the judge, as appropriate. External council, composed in Baia Mare of
sixty representatives, chose the judge and the jurors and participated in major decisions
concerning the internal affairs of the city. To have an overview of the town society and
understand those frames where butchers have fulfilled their role politically, socially,
religiously and economically, we have chosen to present those officials of the administrative
organization in the city to ensure the fulfillment of its functions (tax collector, supervisor,
decurion, prolocutor, sexton, curator of the mill, curator of vineyards, county fair).

The second chapter is dedicated to presenting the guild of butchers of Baia Mare in its
historical evolution from the 16™"-19™ century, by its relations to other guilds in the city or to
other occupations outside the guild’s organizations. Concerning the presentation of the guild’s
history, we have identified and presented guild’s privileges and statutes and those
administrative regulations that had direct or indirect connection with the butchers’ activity.
Then we presented the internal structure of the guild, the life of apprentices, journeymen and
craftsmen. We dedicated separate descriptions presenting those tasks (positions) that butchers
have met the moral obligations to the community over time. Differentiated presentation of
meat workers generally associated butchers in the guild, and who enjoyed often an open
support from the magistrate despite the privileges held by the guild meant an unexpected
difficulty in structuring the paper. A separate description is devoted to the economic relations
characteristic of the guild with other entities present in the production and control
activities. In this context | watched the existing relation between the guild of butchers as
service providers and the magistrate of the city as beneficiary and employer, as well as the
relationship between the guild of butchers and other associations in the city that purchased
raw materials of animal origin from them (skinners, shoemakers, tanners, harness makers,

candle makers, soap makers, comb, lathe) was characterized. There were close relations
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between guild members. These relations were often family relations, sons of the masters, in
most of the cases, learnt the craft from their fathers, and daughters of the master craftsmen
have married butcher journeymen. The guild's frames, almost impenetrable for many other
social categories than that of the craftsmen, was strengthened by the entry fees that were
higher, and the different obligations upon her members by producing the masterpiece,
honoring the craftsmen with feasts etc. - all of which are not only entry conditions laid down
in the statutes to ensure quality of work, and obstacles that guild members tried to hinder the
entry of foreigners into the guild, while being craftsmen or those journeymen who have
married widows or daughters of craftsmen received a differentiated treatment, both in meeting
these conditions and in many other respects. The paper then approaches the way the craftsmen
had to follow the moral behavior dictated by the guild (issues on discipline and mutual aid)
following the questions: How did rivalry and solidarity between members appear, what kind
of measures were there to protect sick craftsmen, widows and orphans and what other
charitable activities were carried out by butchers in town. We presented the guilds’ meetings
and all those types of events to which guild members collectively participated at (feasts,
funerals), mentioning also those objects and goods which formed the guild's heritage (chest,
flag and seal of the guild). As the guild of butchers, by the large number of members, was an
important social factor in town, butchers in the guild were from time to time even among the
top management of the administration. The paper identifies those persons who, according to
documents, had higher positions within administration (judge, consul jurors, jurors). Since the
food industry has largely depended on the population, any change in the demographic
situation of the city, has also significantly affected the guild's economic potential. Population
decrease has led directly to the decline of the number of butchers, a phenomenon that can be
traced well especially after periods of war or epidemics. Due to their low economic power, to
which, since the beginning of the 18" century, religious conflicts between craftsmen and city
government contributed too, butchers have lost much of their political influence. As long as
craftsmen butchers were strong from the economic point of view, their representatives were
elected magistrates, jurors or consul jurors, after 1700 were unable to break (with one
exception) the stratum of the high officials of the city, and at the end of the century not even
within the external council. The last two issues of this chapter cover the role of the butchers in
defending the city and the role and religious ties of the guild. We present the role the guild
had in maintaining the Butchers’ Bastion in Baia Mare, then, starting with the 18t century
(once the military involvement was cancelled) in fire prevention. The guild also played a

religious role in town, with significant changes of course from a period to another. There is an
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emphasis of the religious aspect of the guild starting with the mid of the 18" century, a
phenomenon that explains the religious policy change promoted by the Habsburgs. In this
context, the members of the guild of butchers were, in their overwhelming majority,
Protestant, being even aware of the loss of key management positions in the city

administration.

The third chapter of the paper is focused upon the problem of meat supply in Baia Mare.
This chapter follows the history of slaughterhouses and butcheries in Baia Mare, the latters
being presented not only as simple buildings, but as special places for commercial exchanges
and community life. The chapter approaches then the problem of meat hygiene rules and the
sanitary veterinary norms imposed by the authorities. The chapter offers an inventory of
different kinds of meat merchandised in the city. The paper closes up with conclusions and
the list of sources and literature, followed by enclosures that contain a biographic index of the
butchers in Baia Mare, the list of apprentices, inspectors and commissaries in the guild, as

well as different documents of high importance for the guild.

By the analysis based on original sources, the paper has sought to clarify some
misunderstandings, wrong and controversial concepts found in literature, whether it is the
guild of butchers in Baia Mare or the city administration. The paper outlines a more real and
more complex structure and functioning of public administration bodies than the existing so
far, setting exactly the role and functions held by butchers in the city government. A
comprehensive analysis of the internal life of the guild and the role it played in political,
social and religious affairs of the city etc., contributes to enriching our knowledge on the
history of society, economy, nutrition and industry in Baia Mare.

Research have been limited by shortcomings and fragmented nature of the archive
funds, impediment removed in part by studying a variety of sources related not only to guilds
but to the city administration. To draw precise conclusions, assumptions made in the study
were checked against information submitted by the documents. The analysis started here may
be continued in the future both in terms of theme (for example, by expanding the research on

butchers' association) and structure (by going over the family funds).
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