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SUMMARY 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Our paper entitled The military organisation in medieval Banat, during the 14
th

 and 

16
th

 centuries, aims to realise a monograph of one of the most important medieval institutions 

in the kingdom of Hungary, the army, during 1387-1552. 

The relative conventional chronological margins are strictly connected to the crowning 

of Sigismund of Luxemburg as king of Hungary in 1387 and the conquest of Timisoara and 

2/3 of Banat by the Ottomans in 1552. 

The interval chosen to be researched is one extremely dense in events and major 

political, military, economical and confessional changes.  

The crowning of Sigismund of Luxemburg as king of Hungary and Croatia on 31
st
 

march 1387 comes when the ottoman threat becomes greater at the Hungarian border. This 

imminent threat and some failed anti-ottoman campaigns at the end of the 14
th

 century led to 

the reorganisation of the royal Hungarian army by issuing some decrees that had direct effects 

over Banat.  

It is our intention to highlight the importance of Banat in the military organisation of 

the Hungarian kingdom, and at the same time to point out its strategic value from a defensive 

point of view. It is a well-known fact that the king of Hungary has given a higher attention to 

the Danube fortresses, directing money, building materials, and the most important asset, 

valuable people. In order to sustain the anti-ottoman effort, Sigismund of Luxemburg led an 

expansive politics in central Europe, thus being crowned as king of the Romans in 1410. So 

he had new resources (financial, material and humans) in order to sustain the anti-ottoman 

fight at the southern borders.  

The sovereign was fully aware of the importance of Banat, thus here was sent Filippo 

Scolari and then the Teutonic order. After his death, Hungary plunges into a time of internal 

conflicts, out of which John Hunyadi is victorious. This is another turning moment for the 

royal army. He too reorganises the army, based on the help from the inhabitants of Banat and 

also on the fortification system. He helps rebuild the fortification system in Banat. His son, 

king Matthias, will also financially support the defensive system in Banat. His decisions and 

military reforms will emphasise the major role of Banat in the royal military mechanism.  

The upper margin of our research, the conquest of Timisoara in 1552, marked a 

dramatic ending of this evolution of the army in Banat inside the Hungarian royal army. This 



event had major military, political, social and economic implications for 164 years. While we 

were going on with our research, we decided to give a few pages to the situation of Banat 

after it was conquered by the Ottomans. Thus we present a short description of the newly 

funded vilayet of Timisoara, up until the end of the 16
th

 century, when there are three 

unsuccessful attempts by the Christians to reconquer Timisoara and Banat.  

It is not our intention to bring up unique information, but this paper interprets, with the 

intention of clarifying, as much as possible, the issue of organisation of the army in Banat and 

the role of the fortifications in the defensive Hungarian system. We desire to impose the 

problem of the military organisation in Banat as a legitimate and distinctive subject in the 

Romanian medieval historiography.  

The paper is naturally opened by the Introduction, where we make a short presentation 

of the Romanian and Hungarian historiography.  

In the first chapter we presented the toponymy of Banat and also its natural 

surroundings, where the actions of the 14
th

 and 16
th

 centuries happen.  

In the second chapter we intended to realise a short presentation of the administrative-

territorial forms of organisation in Banat. We also wanted to highlight the role played by the 

knezes in Banat in the Hungarian army, but also at the same time their dissatisfactions due to 

some obligations and injustices made by the great noblemen. We found it useful to present the 

counties, districts and also the towns in medieval Banat.  

In the third chapter we discuss in detail the military organisation in Banat. We 

analysed the army during John Hunyadi’s time. In the first subchapter we presented the laws 

and military decrees from the ending of the 14
th

 century until the beginning of the 16
th

 century 

that had managed to reform the royal Hungarian army in order to sustain the anti-ottoman 

efforts.  

In the fourth chapter of our research, we wanted to emphasise the military and political 

genius of the military commandants in Banat during the 15
th

 century. We portrayed each great 

commander, showing their qualities.  

The fifth chapter was dedicated to the defensive system in Banat conceived by Filippo 

Scolari and finished by Pál Kinizsi. We also identified 175 fortresses on Banat soil from 

Antiquity until the 20
th

 century. We enumerated the all kinds of fortresses, the materials they 

were built out of, and then we analysed the most representative fortresses for the 14
th

 and 16
th

 

centuries. We identified the three defensive belts: the Danube one, the inside one and the one 

on the Mures river, all being coordinated from the fortress of Timisoara. The great number of 



documents, show the importance that the monarchs have given to the defensive system in 

Banat. 

   The sixth chapter wishes to realise a chronological presentation of the military 

events which have marked Banat during the entire 15
th

 century. For a better understanding of 

the actions undertaken by the military commandants in Banat we considered it was best to 

present the international situation of the kingdom of Hungary. We have grouped the anti-

ottoman campaigns into three periods: the ending of the 14
th

 century (when Sigismund of 

Luxemburg realises the first Romanian anti-ottoman alliance), the anti-ottoman campaigns led 

by Filippo Scolari and John Hunyadi, and the anti-ottoman campaigns led by Pál Kinizsi. The 

same tactic that all this great commandants applied was the offensive one, attacking the 

enemy on their territory.  

The final chapter of our research aims to present Banat in the 16
th

 century. It is a time 

of internal conflicts which will have catastrophic consequences for the medieval kingdom of 

Hungary. We have also presented Banat in the international context. In this time Banat has to 

deal with the peasant war led by György Dósza and also with the peasant uprising led by 

Jovan Nenad. The consequences of these two events were catastrophic for the faith of the 

medieval kingdom of Hungary. 

We considered it was for the best to present also the international situation at the 

middle of the century. It is very important for Banat because the events from 1551 and 1552 

will change the faith of Timisoara and 2/3 of Banat for the rest of 164 years.  

These two years represent a turning point in the history of Banat. After the conquest of 

Timisoara, the new administration and military power imposes the Muslim values turning the 

territory into a vilayet with the administrative and military centre at Timisoara.  

 

CONCLUSIONS  

At the end of our research upon the military organisation in Banat, in particular, and 

in the Hungarian kingdom, in general, in the time interval of 1387-1552, it is imperative to 

synthesise some of our findings and judgements that have reached while presenting the 

chapters of the thesis. 

The title itself stands to affirm the explicit military importance held by Banat in the 

researched period. Based on our presentation it results the strategic placement of Banat inside 

the Hungarian kingdom.  

The medieval institution of the army has known a continuous improvement and 

development. The events at the ending of the 14
th

 century, the Ottoman expansion up to the 



Hungarian borders, had as a consequence the elaboration of new military laws and decrees. 

These were taken as a direct response to the Ottoman threat. Banat was directly affected by 

these laws and decrees.  

This constant Ottoman threat made the Hungarian monarchs to look towards Banat, 

and try to create a defensive system here in order to stop, or at least to slow down the 

Ottoman expansion. It is this fact that highlighted the importance of Banat in the royal 

defensive system.  

Sigismund of Luxemburg and all the kings, up to the last Jagiellonians kings, were 

all aware of the importance of the fortresses system in Banat, and that without it Hungary and 

central Europe would fall under the Ottomans. As it stands out of the documents, these kings 

were interested to send money, construction materials and valuable people to create a strong 

militarized buffer zone.  

Our research points out the importance of the human factor. Thus, at the end of 1404 

or in the first two days of 1405 an Italian from Florence comes to rule Banat. This is Filippo 

Scolari, the one who pictures and creates the defensive system based on fortifications in Banat 

disposed in three lines. The first defensive line is represented by the Danube fortresses, going 

on with the inside ones and finishing with the defensive line along the Mures river in the 

north.  

At Timisoara, John Hunyadi had his headquarter. The analysis of the army during 

John Hunyadi’s time highlighted the importance of the knezes in Banat in the royal Hungarian 

army. Many of them will receive the title of nobility as a reward for their efforts and sacrifices 

in the anti-ottoman battles. John Hunyadi with the help of the military laws and decrees has 

managed to create a powerful army that could face the strongest army in the world, the 

Ottoman one.  

At the same time we have managed to show the military genius of these military 

commandants in Banat. Another great count of Timis, who finalized the defensive system in 

Banat is Pál Kinizsi. The chronological exhibition of his anti-ottoman campaigns reveals the 

fact that suffered no defeats in front of the Ottomans. After his death, Iosa of Som takes the 

lead of Banat, him being the last great count that Banat had.  

It was our intention to provide evidence from the documents that the count of Timis 

was a very powerful person holding the third hierarchical position inside the kingdom. 

As we could have seen, the peasant uprisings in the 16
th

 century had a negative 

influence over the anti-ottoman efforts. It is a true fact that can be seen at the defeat of the 

royal Hungarian army at Mohacs in august 1526. The direct consequence of this defeat was 



the disintegration of the kingdom and the beginning of the fights for the crown. This constant 

fight will seal the faith of Banat, which in the summer of 1552, 2/3 of the territory will fall 

under the Ottomans for 164 years. 

We conclude by saying that this is an open research, the issue of the military 

organisation in Banat leaving place for new interpretations and approaches.  
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