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Sent into the world, our Savior Jesus Christ fulfilled a threefold ministry: as prophet-
teacher, bishop and king. As a prophet he teaches, bringing full revelation of God, of His will
and of His redeeming world (John 1:17-18; 5:20). As bishop, He restores the communion
between man and God, reconciling through His supreme sacrifice God and man (Hebrews
10:12). As king, He defeats the powers of evil and leads man towards his final and true target,
the communion of the eternal life with God in His Kingdom (Matthew 28:18; John 13:3; 17:2).
The person of our Lord Jesus Christ is inseparable from His redeeming work, hence He
continues His threefold ministry within the Church until the end of all ages in the structures that
He Himself has established (Matthew 28:20). Through this He leads the world to the defeat of
universal death, rising the creation from immorality and from the death produced by its
separation from God, Who is the spring of life to its participation to the life of God, in a
relationship of eternal love with Him. “For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under
His feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death. When He has done this, the Son Himself will
be made subject to him who put everything under Him, so that God may be all in all”
(1Corinthians 26:28).

The teaching of our Savior Jesus Christ shows the real way of humanity to perfection.
Each progress made by humankind towards its true spiritual perfection, towards the true renewal
of humanity, it was made on the way and to the target indicated by Him®*. Christ our Lord says
about Himself that He is “the way, the truth and the life” (John 14:6). The life and terrestrial
activity of Jesus Christ is a paradigm of our life, the way to fulfill the purpose of our life,
deification, attaining the likeness with God.

This work of salvation, achieved by our Lord Jesus Christ through His triple ministry is

perpetual within the Church. Its missionary vocation, the missionary calling of the Church comes

! Pr. Prof. Dumitru STANILOAE, T eologia Dogmatica Ortodoxa, 111, editia a IV-a Editura Institutului Biblic si de
Misiune al Bisericii Ortodoxe, Bucuresti 2010, p. 121.
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from the perception that all men have to be saved and that it is the only guarantee of the saving
message that Christ gave to the world.

In a comprising definition, Christian mission is a redeeming calling addressed to those
outside the Church and aims to change and renew man and the world in an active waiting of the
final renewal in the Kingdom of God, that we taste within the Church. That is why the mission of
the Church engaged from the beginning on these two big directions: preaching the Gospel in
order to convert the people and the internal mission through which the Church took care of the
baptized, organizing the liturgical and social life of the Christian community: the Church thus
appears both as an Eucharistic community, that gathers to commemorate the acts of the Lord in
the history of humankind, and as an apostolic missionary community, that is aware of its special
sending to the disbelievers. Today there is a more organic relationship between the internal and
external mission because the Church is sent into the world, and the “world” can be found both in
the space that was never Christian and in the modern structures of the secularized society.

In this perspective, essential components of the Christian mission, according to the great
missionary commandment from the end of the Gospel of Matthew (28:19-20) are:
evangelization, “go and make disciples of all nations”, sacramental incorporation into the
ecclesial body of Christ, in which we participate to the life of God — the Holy Trinity, “baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”, and the exhortation to
persist in the true faith (1Timothy 1:10), in holiness, confession and service, “teaching them to
obey everything I have commanded you™.

In the Orthodox perspective, Christian mission is not only a simple announcing of the
word of God, but it aims to incorporate and grow people as members of the Church-Body of
Christ, until they attain “the whole measure of the fullness of Christ” (Ephesians 4:13). The
human person can attain deification only in communion with the Persons of the Holy Trinity, but
also in communion with its fellows. And the particular environment in which the communion
with the divine Persons manifests is the Holy Church, the place of collaboration with the
uncreated divine grace, communicated through the Holy Sacraments. “The Church and the Holy
Sacraments are in a relationship of interdependency: the Church officiates the Sacraments, the



Sacraments cannot have a redeeming effect unless they are officiated within the Church, and the
Church has an exclusive right over the Sacraments”?.

On the importance of the Holy Sacraments in our life, Saint Nicholas Kabasilas says:
“Indeed, there is no benefit, not even one, of those that God gave to those reconciled with Him,
that did not come through the intercession of the One Who made himself the sole Intercessor
between God and man. But we cannot find this Intercessor, and we cannot come into communion
with Him, and we cannot communicate with his gifts unless we take the path of the Holy
Sacraments. For the Sacraments are the one that combine our blood with the Savior’s and make
us part of the passions and gifts that he gave us through incarnation™.

The main objective of the thesis is to emphasize the missionary work of the Church
through the Holy Sacraments or, in other words, the role of the Holy Sacraments within the
mission of the Church. In order to achieve this objective we will first mark exactly and clearly
the correspondences between the moments, acts in the terrestrial life of our Lord Jesus Christ and
the activity/missionary structure of the Church. We will prove the fact that the Church is
missionary through its very structure.

The foundation of the Church as a finalization of the redeeming work of Christ, through
the Descent of the Holy Spirit and the inauguration of the Christian faith emphasizes the fact that
Church and mission are linked indissolubly, indicating the fact that the activity of our Lord Jesus
Christ continues within the Church and it is a model for the missionary activity of the Church in
its mission to lead its members towards their final, ultimate and invariable purpose which is
deification.

The faith of the Church works through its services, especially through the Holy
Sacraments. Without faith, its rituals become empty shapes, and faith without the exteriorization
through cult atrophies, for no religious endeavour is possible without faith. The cult of the
Church has a meaning only in Christ. The faith in Christ as God and Savior precedes cult, and

the cult has a pronounced Christocentric character. Through its rituals, the Church expresses its

2 Pr. Asist. Univ. Dr. Mihai BURLACU, Unitatea Bisericii reflectata de Sfintele Taine, in MOSOIU, Nicolae,
BIRZU, Vasile, (editori), Darul unitatii bisericii si a lumii, implicatii teologico-dogmatice si culturale. Al V-lea
Colocviu National de Teologie Dogmatica, Editura Astra Museum / ANDREIANA, Sibiu, 2015.
% sfantul Nicolae CABASILA, Tdlcuirea Dumnezeiestii Liturghii, traducere Pr. Prof. Dr. Ene BRANISTE, Editura
Arhiepiscopiei Bucurestilor, Bucuresti, 1946, p. 78.
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own identity. Mission through the cult of the Church is called to support the dialogue between
Christ and the faithful, forming the ecclesial Body of Christ.

The importance of the thesis, through the theme it approaches, the novelty it brings
consists of the fact that it emphasizes especially the institution of the Holy Sacraments by Jesus
Christ and the mission that the Church accomplishes in and through the Holy Sacraments.

The institution of the Holy Sacraments must be anchored in the activity of Jesus Christ.
We state that they issue out of the redeeming work of Jesus Christ. Even though we cannot find
clear indications for their institution except for the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist, Ordination
and Confession, however, our Lord Jesus Christ has indicated and mentioned the necessity to
officiate the Holy Sacraments and sends the Saint Apostles to officiate them, but this sending is
acted by the Apostles only after the Descent of the Holy Spirit.

Hence, in the activity of Jesus Christ we find exact indications regarding the Holy
Sacraments, their institution by our Lord having an overwhelming importance for the nature of
the Sacraments, representing the main feature of their nature.

After the presentation of each Holy Sacrament from the point of view of its institution
and of its office from the time of the early Church, thus showing their age, we present clearly the
manner in which the Church fulfills its mission through the Holy Sacraments and the effects they
produce upon the receivers.

Baptism is the missionary by excellence, redeeming sacrament absolutely necessary to
the entrance in the eternal life, as our Savior assured us: “No one can enter the kingdom of God
unless they are born from water and the Spirit” (John 3:5).

Another text referring to the necessity to officiate the Sacrament of the Holy Baptism can
be found in the missionary commandment given after the Resurrection from the dead, when the
Lord Jesus Christ appeared before His disciples and gave the explicit commandment by sending
the to preach: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. And surely I am with
you always, to the very end of the age” (Matthew 28:18-20). We find here the expression “all
nations”, “which now includes all the people, all the nations and human races in history, and,

obviously, every man born in sin, therefore, all the babies of the world, as the king-psalmist



shows clearly in Psalm 51:5: «Surely | was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother
conceived me», or as Saint Apostle and Evangelist John shows even clearer: «If we claim to be
without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth in not in us [...] If we claim we have not sinned,
we make him out to be a liar and his word in not in us» (1John 1:8,10)™.

To this missionary commandment we add the note of Saint Evangelist Mark “preach the
gospel to all creation. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not
believe will be condemned” (Mark 16:16). At this moment, by this this missionary
commandment, our Lord Jesus Christ indicates all the constitutive elements of Baptism. This
shows the fact that Baptism was instituted for all the people in all times and places, not only for
the Jewish, as the baptism of John was®, and that it is absolutely necessary for salvation. Baptism
“that was to be grace giving and forgiver of sins was instituted before His ascension to heaven
because it received its grace and forgiving power from the blood of His sacrifice on the Cross™®.

Through the Holy Sacrament of Baptism, man is cleared of the original sin and of all the
sins he committed before and the image of Christ is imprinted in him. Through this man unites
with Christ and is introduced within the Church.

Under its ecclesial aspect, as death of the old man of sin and rebirth to a new life, to the
real life, Baptism does not call the new man to an individualistic selfish existence, but it calls
him to become a part of the community of those that form the mysterious communitarian body of
the Lord, Baptism being the first step of the incorporation in Christ and in the Church.

The Holy Sacrament of Chrismation is indicated by our Lord Jesus Christ’, which is
mentioned by Saint Evangelist John in chapter 7, verse 39. In the last day of the Jewish feast
Sukkot, he speaks about the Holy Sacrament of Chrismation, announcing its fulfillment: “Let
anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said,
rivers of living water will flow from within them.” By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who

believed in him were later to receive” (John 7:37-39).

* Prot.dr. loan BUDE, Temeiuri Biblice Noutestamentare cu privire la oficierea Sfintelor Taine si ierurgiilor
bisericesti (1), in Altaul Banatului, nr 1-3, ianuarie-martie 2017, p. 15.
®> Prof. N CHITESCU, Pr. Prof. Isidor TODORAN, Pr. Prof. PETREUTA, Teologia Dogmaticd si Simbolicd,
manual pentru facultdtile teologice, 11, editia a I1I-a, Editura Renasterea, Cluj-Napoca, 2010, p. 194.
® Pr. dr. loan MIRCEA, Dictionar al Noului Testament, Editura Institutului Biblic si de Misiune al Bisericii
Ortodoxe Romane, Bucuresti, 1995, p. 68.
" Diac. P. |. DAVID, Calauzd crestind — Sectologie, Editura Episcopiei Argesului, Curtea de Arges, 1994, p. 274.
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This Holy Sacrament is a fulfillment of the Baptism, a completion and revealing of the
Baptism. Chrismation is a sign of the gifts of the Pentecost. Through the Holy Sacrament of
Chrismation, Christians being anointed as Christ or participating to His anointing, become priests
as well, each of them is invested with an ecclesial ministry. Through Chrismation, the Sacrament
of the consecration of each Christian as missionary or the Sacrament of the Ordination of the
laics, each faithful is being given a sacerdotal nature, he is Aeitovpyodg, co-minister with the
sacramental priesthood, and depending on the necessities, bishops delegate them (laics, teachers
of religion, catechets), the power to teach and preach, founded on their universal priesthood, on
their situation of Christophers, anointed of the Lord. This institution attracts with it various
responsibilities and personal charisms, with a general ecclesial character.

The Holy Sacrament of Eucharist is the coronation the completion of Chrismation. In the
New Testament, the Lord announced this new sacrifice before His passion, naming Himself
before the multitudes “the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats this bread
will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world” (John 6:51).
“Our Savior institutes formally the Sacrament of the Eucharist at the Last Supper®, both through
the words and through the first officiation of this sacrament by Himself®, the Last Supper'® being
“the fundament of the Holy Eucharist”**. The clear moment of the institution of this sacrifice®? is
presented to us by the synoptic Saint Evangelists, but also by Saint Apostle Paul. This Holy
Sacrament has a profound communitarian character, it is the Sacrament of the Church by
excellence, the Sacrament in which the Church is accomplished, acknowledged and perpetuated

as the time and the place of the gathering of those who believe in God, as their gift and

® The name of the Last Supper is very suggestive and full of meaning in Romanian (the Secret Supper) while other
languages use the consecrated name of this moment, for example “last supper” in English. See Rev. Fr. Daniel
MEYNEN, D.D. Canon of Saint—Aubain, Namur, Belgium, The Breaking of the Bread or notes on the relation
between the grace of God and the free will of man, 20002006 — Daniel Meynen, p. 7, or ,”Lord's Supper” see
Theodore G. STYLIANOPOULOS, Holy Eucharist and Priesthood in The New Testament, p. 4. American
Theological Library Association. A paper presented at the Fifth Meeting between Lutheran and Orthodox
theologians on the theme "Eucharist and Priesthood", February 20-25,1978, in Bonn, Germany under the auspices of
the Ecumenical Patriarchate and the Evangelical (Lutheran) Church of Germany.
® Pr. Prof. Dumitru STANILOAE, Teologia Dogmaticd Ortodoxa I11, p. 98.
0pr, Prof. lon BUGA, Teologia Cinei de Taind, Editura Sfantul Gheorghe-Vechi, Bucuresti, 1998, p. 25-78.
1 Jean-Claude LARACHET, Viafa sacramentald, trans. by Marinela BOJIN, Editura Basilica, Bucuresti, 2015, p.
96.
2 Nicolae I. POPOVICIU, Epicleza Euharisticd, Editura Nemira, Bucuresti, 2003, p. 36-40, Rev. Fr. Daniel
MEYNEN, D.D. Canon of Saint—Aubain, Namur, Belgium, The Breaking of the Bread or notes on the relation
between the grace of God and the free will of man, 2000—2006 — Daniel Meynen, p. 7.
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consecration in the Body of Christ, through the descent and work of the Holy Spirit and, finally,
as a starting point of the missionary and apostolic growth of the Church, at the heart of the
human community redeemed by Christ. The holy Liturgy is by excellence the structure of unity
and communion of the Church, the true unity of the faithful being achieved only in the Eucharist,
for when they commune with the Body and Blood of Christ, the faithful become indeed His
Mysterious Body that is Church. Also, through the Holy Liturgy, Christians are prepared and
they are sent into the world as missionaries, having the obligation to liturgize the social realities
in which they work.

There is a strong connection between the Holy Sacraments of Baptism, Chrismation and
Eucharist. These Sacraments that are named sacraments of initiation, are the three Sacraments
through which the one who believes in Christ is fully united with Him or introduced completely
in the Church. They are taken together, as a single liturgical ensemble, because each of these
Sacraments fulfills in the one that follows, and it is impossible to understand the full meaning of
one without the other two.

The Holy Sacrament of Confession was practiced by our Lord Jesus Christ Himself'*. He
even started His activity on earth by calling everyone to repentance: “Repent, for the kingdom of

14 As real

heaven has come near” (Matthew 4:17) being “the first calling of the New Testament’
God and real Man, He was “The first to officiate this Sacrament ..., through the forgiveness of
sins grated to many persons that confessed their faith in Him, asking for His help and by this
implicitly confessing their sins (and showing regret for committing them) and accepting His
advice to no longer sin. In most of the cases Christ gave the grace of healing and implicitly the
forgiveness of sins through His hand or through a material touched by His hand and brought into
contact with the suffering, or through a power that irradiated from His body, or simply through
the on-coming of the ill towards him and through His word full of His divine power, hence
through a personal relationship with the ill (Matthew 9:28-29; 9:22; 9:25; 8:31; Luke 23:41-43,
etc.)”ls.

The Holy Sacrament of Confession (uetévouwa) is the Sacrament by which God forgives

through the spiritual father, the sins of the faithful who repent sincerely and confess before the

3 Jean-Claude LARACHET, Viata sacramentald, p. 207.
“pr, Gheorghe HOLBEA, Metanoia — de la remuscare la intdlnirea cu Dumnezeu, in Ortodoxia, 4 /2014, p. 13.
5 Pr. Prof. Dumitru STANILOAE, Teologia Dogmatici Ortodoxd III, p. 127-128.
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priest. Repentance is virtue and Sacrament. As virtue we find it at all the nations, but as
Sacrament it is characteristic only to Christianism. It is a perpetual beginning of the Christian
life, it is the condition for receiving the good news — the gospel.

The mission of the Church and the Holy Sacrament of Confession are tow indispensable
realities of the Christian Orthodox life, but they are also inseparable. The Church has an
overwhelming responsibility missionary sacramental within the Sacrament of Confession. We
underline, as a first missionary aspect of the Sacrament of Confession, its guiding role in the life
of the faithful, because there is no other Sacrament in which the priest is situated so clearly in the
role of parent, and none of the other Sacraments imposes more direct and multiple duties as the
office of this Holy Sacrament. The second aspect of the mission the Church does in and through
the Holy Sacrament of Confession is the reconciliation with Christ and the Church, Confession
being the Sacrament in which the faithful, by the power of the Holy Spirit and the prayer of the
Church receives forgiveness for the sins he committed after Baptism, for the renewal of his
communion with God and the reconciliation with the liturgical community to which he belongs.

The Sacrament of Holy Unction is the Sacrament in which the one who is sick receives
the healing of the body and the forgiveness of his soul through unction with holy oil and
invocation of the Holy Spirit by the priests. The Gospels present our Lord Jesus Christ
announcing “the inauguration of the Kingdom of God. Jesus’ preaching, Person and work form a
unity. In His Person and in His work the Kingdom is present amongst and within us
(Lukel7:21)*®. Right from the beginning of His preaching, “Our Lord Jesus Christ announced
the Kingdom of heaven through life-giving words and acts, concrete acts of ministry: he healed
all sorts of illnesses, He fed the hungry, He chased away demons, he resurrected from the dead,
showing that the entire Christian life must follow the great commandment of love, which refers
to God and people equally (Matthew 22:37-39)*". Speaking about the mission of the Church in
the Sacrament of Holy Unction we show as a first aspect that this Holy Sacrament is officiated
by the Church for the physical and spiritual healing of the ill faithful, for the healing of the sick
and forgiveness of sins. As a second aspect of the mission of the Church in the Sacrament of
Holy Unction we underline the profoundly communitarian character, the Sacrament of Holy

16 pr, prof. Dr. Valer BEL, Taina Maslului — Vindecare spre Impdrdtie, In Studia Universitatis Babes-Bolyai,
Theologia Orthodoxa, LVII, nr. 2/2012, Cluj-Napoca, p. 39.
17 pr. Prof. Dr. Valer BEL, Misiune, parohie, pastoratie. Coordonate pentru o strategie misionard, Editia a 1I-a,
Editura Renasterea, Cluj-Napoca, 2006, p. 94-95.
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Unction being a sacramental work with a restoring purpose, to re-establish the communion of the
Ecclesial Body of Christ.

The Holy Sacrament of Marriage is the saint act, of divine origin. Speaking about the
institution of the Holy Sacrament of Marriage we state that it was instituted by God even from

19 the very history of man starting with the

Heaven'® through the “culminating creating act
family of our proto-parents®’. Through the Holy Sacrament of Marriage the grace of the Holy
Spirit is communicated, through priest, to a man and a woman that unite freely in marriage.
Because of this the Sacrament of Marriage consecrates the natural relationship of marriage and
raises it to the likeness of the spiritual unification between Christ and the Church.

Through the Holy Sacrament of Marriage, the Church accomplishes the union between
bride and groom, a spiritual union in the likeness of the union between Christ and the Church.
This union is accomplished for completion, communion, mutual help, for the increase of
humankind and for the moral-religious education of its future members. Through the Holy
Sacrament of Marriage man remains a collaborator of God through the perpetuation of
humankind.

Ordination is the Holy Sacrament in which, through the prayer of invocation of the Holy
Spirit and the laying on of the hand of the bishop and through prayer, a man prepared especially
for this receives the Grace that gives the power to teach the word of God, to officiate the Holy
Sacraments and to lead the faithful to salvation. Our Lord Jesus Christ “wishing for His
redeeming work to be continued over the ages and to be useful to all the people, He chose
Apostles, whom He took from the multitude of those who believed in Him (Luke 6:13). He kept
the Apostles close to Him and for three years He taught them the mysteries of the Kingdom of
God. Then, He gave them the power to continue His work”?. He “entrusted them one by one
with various attributes, giving them the power to forgive sins (Matthew 18:18; John 20:23), to

18 |larion ALFEYEV, Mitropolit de Volokolamsk, Taina credintei. Introducere in teologia dogmatica ortodoxd,
Traducere de Felicia DUMAS, Editura Doxologia, Iasi, 2014, p. 241, Paul EVDOKIMOV, Ortodoxia, traducere de
Irineu POPA, Editura Institutului Biblic, Bucuresti, 1996, p. 320, Olivier CLEMENT, Cuvant inainte, in Paul
EVDOKIMOV, Taina iubirii. Sfintenia unirii conjugale in lumina tradifiei ortodoxe, traducere de Gabriela
MOLDOVEANU, editia a 2-a, Christiana, Bucuresti, 1999, p. 5.
Y Pr. dr. Vasile GAVRILA, Sfinta Taind a Cununiei — comuniunea iubirii, Editura Basilica, Bucuresti, 2014, p. 8.
2 pr, dr. Vasile GAVRILA, Cununia — viafd intru imparatie, Editura Fundatia ,,Traditia Romaneasca”, Bucuresti, p.
11.
2L prof. N CHITESCU, Pr. Prof. Isidor TODORAN, Pr. Prof. PETREUTA, Teologia Dogmatici si Simbolicd,
manual pentru facultatile teologice, vol. 11, editia a I11-a, p. 240.
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baptize (cf. Matthew 28:19), to officiate the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist (cf. Luke 22:19), to
teach (cf. Matthew 28:19-20; John 20:21)"%,

“Jesus chose and sent the Apostles to be witnesses of the Kingdom (Matthew 10:1-8).
The twelve (Apostles) were promised that «they will sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of
Israel» (Luke 22:30)"%,

In order to fulfill its mission, the Church needs persons that are publicly and constantly
responsible in showing the fact that the Church depends fundamentally on Jesus Christ and who,
through a multitude of gifts, follow the unity of the entire Church.

As a first aspect of the mission that the Church does through the Holy Sacrament of
Ordination we state that through the members of the sacramental priesthood the threefold
ministry of Christ is perpetuated into the world. The priest is missionary by definition, for he
receives the commandment of the mission from the Son of God Himself, Jesus Christ through the
Saint Apostles (Matthew 28:19-20). Through the Holy Sacrament of Ordination, through the
sacramental priesthood, the Church perpetuates the redeeming work achieved by Jesus Christ
through His three ministries or dignities, Teacher, Bishop and King.

As a second aspect we underline the unifying or restoring character of the communion of
the people of God, a function which is essentially presidential, that is of responsibility, in
relationship with the vitality and unity of the Christian communities, as well as with their fidelity
towards the apostolic faith. Through the Holy Sacrament of Ordination, the Church becomes the
community that unites the world with God. Priesthood is a ministry of reconciliation
(2Corinthians 5:18), of the reconciliation between people and God, on the one hand, and between
people, for the heaven unites with the earth through priesthood.

This being said, we conclude that the mission of the Church through the Holy Sacraments
is eternally present and important. All the Holy Sacraments have a profound missionary and

communitarian character. Through all of them our Lord Jesus Christ offers Himself to the

22 Jean-Claude LARACHET, Viata sacramentald, p. 456.
2 Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry (Faith and Order Paper no. 111, the "Lima Text"), text adopted by Faith and
Order at its plenary commission meeting in Lima, Peru in 1982, ih Emilio CASTRO (editor), International Review
of Mission, vol. LXXII, no. 286, Wolrd Council of Churches, April 1983, p. 184, also available here:
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/commissions/faith-and-order/i-unity-the-church-and-its-
mission/baptism-eucharist-and-ministry-faith-and-order-paper-no-111-the-lima-
text/@ @download/file/FO1982_111_en.pdf (03. 02. 2018)
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members of His ecclesial Body. Al seven Holy Sacraments help the Christians progress in their
spiritual life, they help them move forward on the path of the kingdom of God.

Hence, the Church has a missionary structure because it is sent into the world to
announce and lead people to the kingdom of God and in the same time it has a sacramental
structure, as means of communicating Christ in the most important moments and all along the
life of the Christian.

The mission of the Church through the Holy Sacraments is a very actual subject, taking
into account the fact that the Church is closely connected with the Holy Sacraments, because
through them Christ clarifies, grows and strengthens the Church. Through the Holy Sacraments
“the unity for which Christ prayed is achieved”?*, “that all of them may be one, Father, just as
you are in me and I am in you” (John 17:21). The necessity for the communication of all the
members of the Ecclesial Body of Christ with the Holy Sacraments results from the necessity of
the grace which is completely necessary for our deification and salvation.
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