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This paper proposes an analysis of reading by Transylvanian Saxons in the eighteenth century. The 
research method is that of the history of reading, part of the history of culture, which aims at shap-
ing the profiles of readers, depending on themes and reading habits. The phenomenon of reading is 
debated in the context of the communication circuit of the book, the life cycle of a print. This is a 
closed circuit, where actors (author, publisher, printing house, bookstore, reader) interact with each 
other. The reader closes the circuit, being at the same time the engine that engages the whole 
process. He participates in the circuit with a certain set of skills and a certain training, but especially
with his entire psychological disposition and socio-historical condition, introducing his own inter-
pretation into the text based on his experiences. Just these subjective factors have changed over the 
centuries, generating new habits, new interpretations of reading.

Depending on the target group and the issues addressed, the research imposes certain priorities. 
Reading analysis begins in a wider framework of print production institutions: publishing houses, 
printing houses, bookstores, etc. Their publications (catalogs, brochures, etc.) and correspondence 
indicate major trends and preferences in reading. It follows the analysis of readers’ records on their 
own reading. These records give us valuable clues about reader behavior, habits, customs, and the 
dynamics of readers’ communities.

In the case of Transylvanian Saxons, the records are sparse, but the reading of certain personalities 
or professional groups is well documented, and provides the necessary input in shaping reader pro-
files.

The research on Transylvanian Saxon readings focused primarily on editing catalogs and reconsti-
tuting libraries of personalities. As a historical period, it has not passed since the second half of the 
18th century. However, the present paper uses the catalogs of the entire century, direct testimonies 
from readers (correspondence, journals), press reviews, property marks, etc., analyzing the most 
representative of them.
After a review of the political, economic and cultural situation of the studied century, the paper em-
phases on the book culture within Saxon society, which had a great momentum in the 16th century, 
with the spreading of printing presses and the introduction of Protestantism in Transylvania. A cer-
tain specificity of the preoccupation with the book develops, conditioned by the province's histori-
cal and economic conditions. The small number and the high price of native prints, making them 
necessary after interrupting access routes to Italy and the southern German-speaking territories, en-
courages book canvasing by students and merchants. The emergence of the antiques market offers 
another important source of literature supply. These is how many private libraries of clergyman, pa-
tricians and craftsmen were founded, and, in time, became cornerstones of gymnasium libraries.

In the two centuries preceding the one of interest for this thesis, the book had a great value for Tran-
sylvanian Saxons. Theology and humanistic works were read, readers consulted encyclopedias and 
treatises from various fields. Reading was considered a useful instrument for clerks, clergymen and 
pupils in schools and on their jobs. The book becomes indispensable to the Saxon culture, whose 
scholars are trained in the classics of Greek-Roman antiquity and the fundamental works of Protes-
tantism.
After a brief insight into the reading situation in the German-speaking territories, the work passes to
the analysis of the actors of the communicative circuit of the Transylvanian Saxon book in the eigh-
teenth century: printers, bookstores, readers, libraries and censorship.



The first decade begins in the Sibiu printing business with a tenant of the only enterprise of its kind,
owned by the city itself. Johann Barth takes over the business in 1713. He acquires letters, prints, 
and negotiates favorable terms for rent. These were the premises for his son Johann Barth Jr. to be-
come independent, renouncing the lease of the city printing press. At the same time it expands on a 
new market segment, the prints in Romanian. The Barth Printing House accepted orders for school 
textbooks, calendars, and Lutheran Hymnals.
But the municipality has not completely gave up its printing press. In 1751 it hired a new printer, 
Samuel Sárdi, who becomes also independent. The city has no other option, but to return to Barth. 
Sárdi's business is taken over by his apprentice Martin Hochmeister in 1779.  Hochmeister converts 
to Catholicism, receiving afterwards orders from the central administration and the Roman Catholic 
Church. His rival, Johann Barth jun., receives, since 1786, orders from the Orthodox Church. In 
1788 he was given the license to edit Romanian books, becoming the main printer and merchant of 
"oriental" prints in Transylvania. The Barths sell their business in 1890. Martin Hochmeister dies in 
1789. His son Martin jun. establishes a typography in Cluj in 1790, but selling it afterwards to the 
Catholic Lyceum. After his death, in 1843, the family sells the business.
In Brașov, the printing house belonged to the Seuler family, between 1693 and 1772, which hired 
professional printing presses, its members not being trained in this craft. Between 1773 and 1789, 
the owner is a citizen named Albrich. After being out of business for a decade, it gets bought in 
1798 by the city official Johann Gottlieb von Schobeln, who asks Hochmeister for its professional 
help. Most of the orders in Braşov came from the Lutheran parish, and were intended for the gym-
nasium or worship. The municipality and the army commanded, by comparison, just a small volume
of prints: regulations, rules of conduct, etc.
In Bistrița, three printers have tried their best since 1760. The first, Christian Lehmann, goes bank-
rupt by investing in a hymnal inspired by pietism.after being criticized by the church. In 1761, his 
partner, Johann Sifft, took over the business by printing mainly religious books. In the last decade 
of the century, Peter Eckhardt takes over Sifft's business, who in the meantime moved to Mediaș, 
where he printed from 1765 to 1784. Eckhardt leaves also the city, passing the mountains into Bu-
covina. Lehmann returns, printing the same kind of literature, as he did before, between 1770 and 
1781.

Though well documented, the typographical activity in the Transylvanian Saxon cities was limited 
to publications offering a safe income. The printing of foreign books was, with only a few excep-
tions, a risky business, due the high production price.
We have little information on libraries. According to the statutes of 1758, the librarian of the Sibiu 
gymnasium had the obligation to keep book of the donations, but his records were not preserved. 
Consulting the publications of the nineteenth century, we can estimate the number of titles donated 
in the years 1703-1740 to the library, a total of 211 titles, mostly theological and philological. An-
other 63 titles were purchased from cash donations made by wealthy citizens. These numbers were 
token from the library's accountings records from the first half of the century. These also got lost. 
From the accounting records of the following period, 1757 to 1789, we know about total of 309 ti-
tles, 85% of which in Latin. Half are school textbooks, the rest  Greek and Latin classics and theo-
logical treatises. These donations came from the graduates of the gymnasium.
In 1742 the Gymnasium Library Catalog was extended to more than 3,150 titles, cataloged by title 
and provided with an alphabetical index. After two unfinished attempts in the eighteenth century, a 



new catalog was made in 1824.
The most significant acquisition of the century was the library of the German historian Martin 
Schmeizel (1679 - 1747), originally from Braşov, but, according to Verók Atilla's research, only a 
part of it has made his way to Sibiu, the rest being scattered through other Transylvanian libraries.
In Braşov, after the devastating fire of 1689, the gymnasium library only numbers 270 volumes. In 
1705 the first catalog of the new century, from a total of eight, gets written. At that time, the number
of titles rose to 263, all of them coming from donations, and being printed almost exclusively in the 
17th century. At first, donations are modest, as in the middle of the century two families donated to-
gether about 115 titles. In 1767, the Herberth-Schwarz family library was purchased, 75% of the 
cost came from donations, the rest from the library's own treasury. There are two other substantial 
donations of 88 and 99 volumes from the Herrmann family (1770, 1791).
In Bistrița, rector Schaller opens the gymnasium library in 1749. It numbered a total of 306 titles, of
which only one third was accessible to students, the rest being reserved for teachers. The most sub-
stantial donation in the second half of the century contains only 39 volumes. The Gymnasiums in 
Sighişoara, Sebeş and Mediaş have smaller libraries, the initial catalogs of which have not been pre-
served or have not been found so far. Their catalogs, published between 1880 and 1915, are orga-
nized on thematic criteria, and the detection of old titles was not possible for this paper.
The Lutheran Chapter of Sibiu had in 1740, 539 titles, the majority of theological and the 16th-17th 
centuries. By comparison, the Braşov Chapter has only 50 titles in 1750. The parishes were en-
dowed with books dedicated to cult and school education, few in number.
Samuel von Brukenthal's Library (1721-1803) is the most impressive private library in the 18th cen-
tury Transylvanian Saxon society. The core of this collection is made by volumes inherited from the
barons father and grandfather. In 1770 he hired a librarian, but also collaborated with an employee 
of the University of Vienna in carrying out book purchases. Its library is encyclopedic, covering, 
from theology to hunting, from arts to numismatics, treatises and monographs from various fields 
disciplines. The catalog written by librarian Habermann in 1780 contains around 5000 titles. At the 
opening of the Brukenthal Museum in 1817, the library had nearly 16,000 volumes.
Other private libraries of layman, worth mentioning, are Johann Kinder von Friedenberg`s (1672-
1740), Dorothea Ziegler`s, and that of  Christoph Voigt, a German teaching at the Sibiu Gymna-
sium. Kinder, a high-ranking official, had at the time of death a library of over 500 titles. Half of 
these are philosophical and theological, printed in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. The li-
brary of the window of tailor Simon Ziegler, has over 300 volumes with an eminently humanist pro-
file: theology, history, philology. Among them we discover works of fine scholars, such as Johannes
Kepler or Renatus Cartesius.
Voigt's library is interesting as it was seized by the authorities and inspected by a Lutheran Episco-
pal Commission. Contrary to its expectations, the German professor held especially Bible editions, 
school textbooks, and theological treatises of various confessions. More than half of these titles 
were printed after 1690. The other Saxon cities had smaller secular private libraries.

The informations about secular private libraries stops around 1750, after which the Magistrate's 
Records do not contain anymore library or book records. The Church Chapters kept recording, se-
lectively, bibliographic data of books from church employees.
Pastor Martin Hartwig Krauss, who died in Agnita in 1794, leaves to his successors 240 titles. His 
under aged son receives books, from which  17 titles were considered valuable, and therefore their 



titles have been recorded,  and also "44 volumes without any value". From the extract oft the parti-
tion statement, we learn that the pastor had a predominantly theological library, with relatively re-
cent works.
Matthias Haas, a pastor in Bradu (Sibiu County), owned by the time of his death in 1738, no less 
than 889 titles. It is a vast theological and philosophical library, with works of humanistic scholars, 
such as Petrus Ramus and the most important pietistic authors, including Andreas Teutsch, an in-
digenous representative of the movement. Johann Krempes, who died in 1709 in Agnita, held a 
theological library of 380 volumes, of which eight titles are dedicated to controversies between Or-
thodox and Pietist Lutherans.
Libraries generally reflect past reading, most titles being inherited or purchased from the antique 
stores. In the case of Transylvanian Saxons, however, we can also speak of libraries purchased to 
serve in carrying out professional duties. Libraries indicate the needs, preferences and intentions of 
reading.
Canvasing remained in the eighteenth century, the main option to obtain books. Pietists such as An-
dreas Teutsch, Simon Christophori and Christian Voigt have used friends, students, and official 
delegations to buy books from Germany, and rarely turned to merchants.
The first bookstore in the modern sense of the word, appeared in Transylvania only in 1778, when 
Martin Hochmeister received an imperial license. In addition to books, he also sells scores, atlases, 
maps, and German periodicals from the major cities of the empire. Loaning a book cost 1 buck per 
day. However, the bookstore remained the weak link of Hochmeister`s enterprise. From its catalogs,
we find out the existence of a "reading institute", a monthly subscription for borrowed books. The 
bookstore closes at the end of the century.
The concurrent bookstore was founded almost concurrently by Wolfgang Gänselmayr, who in 1779 
took Johann Barth as his associate. Unlike Hochmeister, which offered cheap Viennese re-editions, 
the Austrian storekeeper focused on originals ordered directly from book fairs in Germany. This 
strategy has not been of success, but the catalogs of the bookstore show a different approach than 
his competitor. Publications are promoted by their printing qualities and enhanced reader comfort: a
" a comfortable 8° size, good paper" quality, ideal for "easy use in schools". From the inventory of 
bankruptcy in 1792, we also find the number of books sold: 3,571 out of a total of 5,000. Half of 
them are fiction, art and religion, the rest of all possible fields. The books sold are cheap and small, 
just the strategy of competition. The bankruptcy of the Gänselmayr-Barth library was due to the 
lack of payment by the buyers and the poor health of the storekeeper.
The fate of the Sibiu bookstores confirms that in the last two decades of the century, the book mar-
ket and reader preferences begin to recover from the gap to the Western metropolises of the Aus-
trian Empire, a development broken up by the censorship, beginning with the next century.
The situation of literary creations and scientific treatises in the last decade of the century is widely 
debated by Daniel Georg Neugeboren (1759-1822) in the editorial of the first issue of the “Sieben-
bürgische Quartalschrift” (1790). The teacher is appalled by the precarious social condition of the 
Transylvanian intellectual, who is usually minister of the church, state official or even a private en-
trepreneur, occupations that take away time needed to be invested in research and creation work.
He is convinced that German is the most appropriate language for the cultivation of science, and 
German universities, are the best in "enlightenment and good taste". Transylvanian students in Ger-
many and Austrian officials are the intermediaries of Western culture, a "real gain" for the country. 
The lack of a native academy and the low incomes are another impediment to intellectual develop-



ment. He deplores the small number of citizens who can red, but is pleased that God has relieved 
Transylvania from the horrors of the "Lesewut".
Neugeboren mentions the favorite titles of his contemporaries: Mathias Miles` "Siebenbürgischer 
Würgengel", Bethlen János`s "Historia rerum transilvanicarum”, and Sámuel Köléseri`s "Auraria 
Romano-Dacica". Neugeboren emphasizes the difficult situation of readers, books being expensive, 
he also recurs, like them, to periodicals and reviews.
Domestic publications have a particular trajectory. The 18th century begins in Transylvania with a 
series of theological treatises and other writings from the pietists between 1705 and 1707. The most 
influential being “Sonn- und Festtägliche Andachten” (Sibiu , Barth, 1723), a collection of religious
text for the public worship by Andreas Teutsch. In 1778, in Cluj, the Transylvanian Saxon novel 
gets out: "Das unbekannte Verbrechen oder die Merkwürdigkeiten Samuel Hirtendorns", eccentric, 
fanciful and moralizing, pastor Martin Lebrecht's creation (1757-1807) did not pass on to contem-
poraries. Starting with 1784, the author publishes works of popularizing the history and geography 
of Transylvania. In Sibiu appeared also other works of this kind, the most interesting being "Die 
Siebenbürger Sachsen" (Sibiu, Mühlsteffen, 1790), by Jacob Aurelius Müller, in which, for the first 
time, Transylvanian Saxons are considered to be part of the German nation. In Braşov appeared 
mostly religious titles, including those of pastor Marcus Fronius.

Particularly important in the research of reading history are the direct testimonies of readers. The 
partition records of Church Chapters contain throughout the 18th century a limited number of men-
tions about the titles of the beloved books send by their holders to the binder, or still kept on to 
them, or even left them as inheritance. In particular, the Bible's Halle edition and the commented 
one by Lukas Osiander (1534-1604) were the favorites of pastors and their wives.
The most extensive reading notes, however, were made in journals, autobiographies and correspon-
dence. Pastor Daniel Fronius` (1672-1742) diary from 1701 to 1714, contains 261 titles, especially 
religious ones. Fronius practices a reading of interest in the "rumination" of theological texts for 
homiletic practice and the strengthening of personal faith.
For Georg Michael Gottlieb von Herrmann (1737-1810), reading was a vast and complex experi-
ence. Born into a family of Braşov patricians, Herrmann became a member of the local government.
He had a weak hearing, so he could not study in Germany. He continued his self-study training by 
reading native history. He worked for a short period in Sibiu, where he founded a scholarly society. 
He ceased his public activity in 1799, dedicating himself to a monograph of his native city and read-
ing. He preferred Roman classics and did not hesitate to think about his readings. He consulted 
magazines with literary reviews and admired Helvetius` writings. Other authors h read are Voltaire 
and Rousseau, according to a catalog of his books donated to the gymnasium in Braşov.
Michael Conrad von Heydendorff sen. (1730-1821), Herrmann's cousin, has a profile closer to that 
of most Saxon readers. Being a gubernial official, he was particularly interested in the history of 
Transylvania, copying full volumes of historical documents. He had many travels and job duties, 
reading in his spare time, especially in the winter. Reads classics to improve his "moral qualities." 
On a trip, he puts into practice a biological experiment, confirming the theory, that clear air helps 
the eye. At the age of 87, he retired, living in Medias and also on his countryside estate. Here he 
practiced gardening and reading. In addition to books and newspapers, he read the  Holy Scripture, 
dedicating to her entire Sunday. The family library catalog (compiled in October 1818) contains 426
titles, out of which 29 are transcript volumes. Most of them are historical.



Heydendorff sen. was a candid and passionate reader, but not as cultivated as Herrmann. His read-
ing remained somewhat tributary to pietism, but bares also an the element of the Enlightenment: the
perfection of knowledge and enlightenment of the character.
The son of Heydendorff sen, Johann Peter (1765-1836), an army officer, was a modern reader, par-
ticularly interested in traveling and fiction journals, and probably reading extensively. The first ref-
erences related to reading have been made in his correspondence since 1789. He lives for several 
years in Vienna, where he frequently buys books, regularly borrowing his relatives and friends from
the fatherland with books and periodicals.
A true scholar, Daniel Georg Neugeboren, worked as librarian in the Sibiu Gymnasium, and after 
his graduation, became a private tutor in Croatia. He acquires school textbooks and draws up a trea-
tise on Bethlen's "Historia" (Vienna, 1778). Then he is conscientiously preparing for university. He 
studied at Leipzig between 1782 and 1784. He returns to his country and activates himself as a 
teacher, preacher and pastor. In 1806 he was elected superintendent of the Lutherans of Transylva-
nia. From the correspondence with his friends, we infer the profile of a pretentious polyhstor reader.
He is aware of the latest appearances in Germany, England and France, being also interested in fic-
tion novel.
Neugeboren was the adept of thorough knowledge, thus requiring "the best books". Confronted with
the eventual confiscation of the books to be procured for a friend from Transylvania, he quits on 
Voltaire, present through quotations and extracts in multiple publications. He does not give up on 
the German contemporaries though. He recommends a library specific to an city official, with many
dictionaries and encyclopedias, "a small and chosen collection of books, designed to enlighten the 
mind and gain knowledge". We have information about the reading of Neugeboren only during his 
youth, but reading his editorial about the native situation of the book, we can confirm his status of 
an advanced lecturer.
Direct testimonies from readers make it possible to identify the following reader profiles of the 18th
century: pietist (Daniel Fronius), the transition from pietism to enlightenment (Heydendorff sen.), 
Enlightenment (Neugeboren, Johann Peter von Heydendorff).
The property marks accompanied by other texts such as prayers, poems, etc. from the old book col-
lections of the Library of the Central Archive of the Evangelical CA Church in Romania are reduced
in number and denotes in particular the preoccupation with the religious book and the profile of the 
pietist reader.

The first Transylvanian Saxon reading society consisted of the Masonic Lodge of Sibiu in 1784. It 
was called a "reading cabinet" and functioned in the library's rooms. The members of the lodge 
could consult, provided "keeping absolute silence", the literature required for the weekly papers. 
Since February 21. 1789, the cabinet has opened its doors to the general public, later moving to 
Hochmeister's home. The aim was to inform the Sibiu readers about the latest German literary ap-
pearances. After the dissolution of Masonic lodges by the state, the society closes in 1790.
The Habsburg Empire developed between 1750 and 1810 a slow and bureaucratic censorship, re-
sulting in the imposition of self-censorship on the authors and the blurring of the production of na-
tive printers. The Austrian censorship was, from its beginnings counting on the support of the Ro-
man Catholic Church. The first Saxon censorship took place in 1712, in the case of Gymnasium 
teacher Voigt. The wider context of the action is the Church's persecution and the fear of the Bishop 
of the involvement of politicians and Jesuits, which could have led to the removal of Lutheranism 



from the regime of the four accepted confessions on the grounds of religious innovation. This cen-
sorship resulted in the expulsion of the German teachers.
Censorship reappears in Transylvania after the relaunch of the Roman Catholic diocese. In 1769, 
highest level talks were conducted to establish a censorship committee under the tutelage of the 
Catholic Bishop. The Commission should have been mindful of the religious, political and moral 
content of all prints. In an anonymous address to Vienna, it is mentioned that prints brought in from 
the West are inspected both at the border and at their destination, not so books from Moldova an 
Valachia. During the reign of Joseph II, censorship was facilitated, and its exercise remained at the 
discretion of the Gubernium.
Censorship primarily affected authors and students. The first were publishing abroad and dissemi-
nating their creations in the manuscript or adapting them to the expectations of the state. The latter, 
as evidenced by correspondence, intended to bring banned books into the country, but we do not 
know whether, and how many have recursed to this practice, it is though certain, that they were 
reading forbidden books.
For the Transylvanian Saxon readers, the 18th century meant the proximity to what was happening 
in the German-speaking territories, a development that had become an alert one since 1780. The 
book remains an instrument of the intellectual, as in humanism, but in the case of some readers, it 
leads to extensive reading, as well towards a critical attitude against "wild" reading.
The present paper attempts to highlight the various nuances of reading, apparently inert under the 
thick bark of precarious socio-cultural conditions in the eastern province of a conservative empire, 
and to prove that Transylvanian Saxon patricians and intelligentsia, had the necessary potential to 
close up at modern reading.
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