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Goal:

This dissertation is focusing on Ciuc Depression, Dacian fortress Jigodin | - “Mill Field” as a
case study.

The work is divided into 16 chapters and deals with the study of Dacian age reflected by the
trades inhabitants of the depression have had, habitat and fortifications of the depression,
settlements and cities, as well as archaeological items, trade with neighbouring and remote areas.

Dissertation structure:

1. Chapter | includes author’s motivation that led to the composition of this work and words
of gratitude to all those who supported and guided her.

2. Chapter 1l deals with the description of Ciuc Depression geographical size and the
mountains bounding the area, passes that connect it with the neighboring areas, soil and
underground resources.

3. Chapter Il reviews the findings that show the presence in the area of the historical
cultures of Starcevo-Cris, linear ceramics, Bojan and Precucuteni, Cucuteni-Ariusd,
spherical amphora, Cotofeni, Schneckenberg, Ciomortan, Monteoru, Wittenberg, Noua
and also Scythian elements from the first iron age. The map from the end of the chapter
illustrates the localities that bear the elements of the mentioned historical cultures.

4. Chapter IV presents the research conducted by historians or experienced archaeologists
undergoing excavations or simple searches. Here are mentioned the comments of each
one, drawings and personal opinion of what was discovered on the ground at the time.

5. In chapter V is a brief history of Dacian age mentioning the most important events that
took place on a political, social and technological level, developments that have led to the
appearance of Dacian state. Besides these aspects, the chapter also includes: literary
sources of ancient Greek and Latin writers.

6. Chapter VI includes occupations, agricultural activities, crafts and metal work from the
depression, activities confirmed by the archaeological discoveries in the settlements and
fortresses, poterry and iron ore, raw materials, finished products (tools, utensils, weapons,
etc) and the residual slag as a result of the use of iron ore.

7. In Chapter VII are reviewed settlements and fortresses in the depression, their
classification in a certain typology taking into account the presence or absence of the
fortification system, the arrangement of the fortification elements of habitat: dwellings,
fireplaces, refuse and religious pits.



10.

11.

12.

13.
14.

15.

16.

Chapter VIII entitled “Commerce and currency” are presented: the main communication
routes linking Ciuc depression throughout Dacia area, reaching Greece as far as Greece
and the Roman Empire, the products traded on these routes and the foreign coins arrived
to Dacia.

In the IX™ chapter is described the fortress of Jigodin I: “Mill Field” in which are
mentioned: the research history, stratigraphy, the fortification, the elements of habitat, the
funerary complexes and the archaeological materials discovered inside the fortress. In this
chapter, are presented the the result obtained by Petre Roman during 1980-1984
excavations, information that has not been published in any specialized documents.
Chapter X includes the final conclusions resulting from the author’s research based on
information and drawings made by historians or experienced archaeologists who have
conducted research here.

In chapter Xl is illustrated in a graphical or photographical way and described in detail the
pieces from the first and second part of Iron Age discovered during the excavation
campaigns carried out in the years "80, 90, "00. The catalog is configured as following:
household pieces, tools and utensils, jewelry, clothing pieces, weapons and stone objects.
The pieces discovered during 1980-1984 are unique pieces that have never been presented
so far in any specialized work.

In the annex of chapter XII the pieces discovered in depression, presented in chapter V,
are systematized.

Chapter XI1I contains the legends of the fortresses in the area.

Chapter XIV are illustrated the profiles of the sections opened to investigate the
fortresess’s plateau.

Throughout chapter XV are mentioned the literary sources used in preparing this
dissertation: articles from magazines, books, monographs and ancient Greek and Latin
authors.

Chapter XVI ends the work with the list of abbreviations found in the content pages that
make up the work.
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